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PREFACE. 



la issuing a second volume of “Madras in the 
Olden Time** as it is depicted in the old records 
of the Madras Government, the Compiler has little 
to add to the Preface which was appended to the 
former volume; He has continued to adhere to 
his design of endeavouring to convey to the reader 
all the pleasure and information to be derived from 
a perusal of the original records, without the 
painful labour of wading through a mass of 
obsolete detail. The present volume brings the 
annals down to theyear 1727. The third volume 
will so far complete the undertaking, as to fill up 
the blank which has hitherto existed in the liistoiy 
of the English Settlement, between the first found- 
ation of Fort St. George and the period when 
Mr. Orme’s history may be said to begin. 

According to the plan here sketched out, the 
present series of annals of thc'-Madras Presidency 
will be brought to a close about the middle 5f the 
last century. But it may not be premature to add 
that the compiler has no intention of bringing his 
labours to a conclusion at so important a crisis , in 
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tie history of British India. Irom 1640 to 1750 
the annals comprise little more than the story of a 
commerdal settlement ; and may be best gathered 
from sdections from the eaa-ly records, such as we 
are now placing before our“ readers. But the haM 
century immediately succeeding to that period is 
a period of conquest, of which only a small portion 
of the history has been told by Mr. Orme, and to 
which modem historians generally haye only done 
partial justice. India as it was in the days of 
Clive and Hastings, Hyder and Tippoo, of Coots 
and Wellington, of Cornwallis and Mornington, is 
almost a blank so faras ahving narrative of the 
times is concerned. The politician, the moralist, 
and the military annalist have done their best, but 
it still remains for the antiquarian to exhume from 
the records of the time, the story of that eventful 
period written by the hands of the actors themselves. 
Such a task however involves far more than an 
examination of the records of a single Presidency ; 
and the writer must therefore defer placing any 
definite plan before his readers, until the third and 
concluding volume of “Madras in the Olden 
Time,” which is nearly all ready for the press, 
shall have been fairly brought to a close. 

Madeas, t 
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HISTORY OF THE MADRAS 
PRESIDENCY. 

GHAPTEE, XTIII. 

GOVE HIS ORS HIP OE ME. THOMAS PITT^ 

1701—3. 

Ill the previous volume we broup^lit clown tlie 
annals of Madras to the siege of Tort St. George 
by the Nabob Dawood Khan. Eefore however 
proceeding witli the annals chronologically, ive 
shall bring forward a few extracts for the years 
1701 and 1702, which refer to domestic incidents, 
and which could la-ot have a|3>peared in their chro- 
nological order without interfering with the history 
of the siege. After the date of the raising of the 
blockade, tlie events will be arranged as before in 
order of time. 

lire iirst extract refers to the old struggle for 
the exercise of independent power by the lloman 
Catholic Bishop of St. Thome, against the Go- 
vernor of Tort St. George, 

Thursday, 8 th May, 1701. The Secretary is 
ordered to deliver Padre Priar hlichael Anjous, the 
following iiaper translated in Portuguese, and he 
to be present at the reading of the same in their 
Church on Suiidav next. 

1 
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\\'hcreas ^’we, the Governor and Council of 
this place, have been credibly informed that on or 
about the 12th March last,, the Eight Eev. Father 
Don' Gaspai' 'Mfbiiso, Bishop of St. Thome/ as he 
sty)es>himself, djtd a pap^r to the Padres of 
Madras -'belonging to the Chweli, for the exer- 
cising the’Eoman CathbKc OMigion, commanding 

• and reqtimng them to publish^ the same ; the, pur- 
port of which paper being to require and com- 
mand the delivering tip of sundry papers to the 
» Provisor and Ticar General of St. Thome ; which 
; papers wholly relate to a cause depending in our 

• Court of Admiralty ; and upon their non compli- 
ance with the same, they were to undergo the 

^ greatest excommunication. 

In'oMerio publish these ^ our highest' reseftt- 
1 ments against the Eight Eeverend Don Gaspar Al- 
^ fonso’s proceedings, and the Eeverend Padre Friar 
Michael Aiijous complianee wwith the same, we 
hereby declare that no Bishop whatsoe'V'cr of the 
! Eoraan Catholic religion hath any power or juris- 
diction over tlie Clergy or Laymen of that persua- 

■ siott/ residing urider this our goveniment. 

And to prevent the like iitegularities for the 

• future, we strictly command and enjoin you Padre 
t Friar Michael Ahjcms,^ Dr whoever shall succeed 
you as Chief Padre in this Church, not to publish, 

‘ read, ‘or permit to be read any paper directed to 
: you 'bum any Bishop or- ecclesiastical ifunctioiwy 
whatever, without first acquainting the Gowriior of 

• this place, and obtaining his leave for the same, 

• as yoirwEl answer the contrary at your peril. x4nd 

■ we further reqiiire. you to pubiish tliis our order in 
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y.our Cliurcii in. a ■ full congregation on Sunday 
next. Cxiven under our hands and the seal of the 
Jliglit Honourable Company. Dated * at Fort Sti 
George in the city of Madras, this eighth day of 
May, 170L 

(Signed by the President ^and Council) 

Odr next incident ' is ■' quite a ddmestic one. 

“ Tuesday, 9tli May. Whereas Ensign William i 
Eead on Sunday last coming drunk into Church 
and challenging his fellow officers, it is therefore 
resolved for such offenaes, that one month’s pay be * 
stopped by the Phymastei*, and he be severely,' re- - 
primanded by us.” 

Tlie following little anecdote illustrates the com- 
mercial rivarly which p??evailed beftween the Diitcli* 
at Piilicat and the English at Fort St. George. 

“ Satmday, 28th June. Serapa and the Joint 
Stock Merchants infonning us that the Dutch, who ‘ 
have now made great contracts all along this coast, 
are tampering with all our Weavers to seduce them i 
fi^om our service, A has been the-’ 

custom in such considerable contracts as have beein 
lately. made here, to deposit in the Weavers hands ' 
five l\agodas for each loom, to be delivered in cloth > 
at The last payment ; the Dutch now, to engross the ■ 
Weavers and get them from our ‘MerchantSj have 
ofierred to deposit in* the Weavers * hfend^ ' ten' Pago- 
das for each loom. So considering tlie ill conse- 
quences if we should not enable our Merchants to ^ 
dti the same, and that' they will inevitably lose 
their looms ; we order that forthwith fifteen 
thousand Pagodas be advanced to Serapa and the 
joint Stock Merchants,.” 
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The next incident illustrates the Native idea 
of the hereditaiy nature of all public appointments, 
“ Wednesday, 24th December. Angerapa N aik, 
our Watchman, dying the 29tli October last, there 
has been great application by letters from several 
Poligars to us in tW behalf (rf Timapa Naik, who 
contended several years for the place with the 
deceased Watchman; but finding upon enquiry 
that it was not his right, besides having murdered 
some inhabitants of this place, he was rejected. 
And whereas the late deceased Watchman has left 
a son an infant, who upon enquiiy of the most 
knowing inhabitants of this place say, that the in- 
fant has tlie right o-f succession : so that to prevent 
any more application to us, and fearing that Timapa 
Naik may procure the Nabob’s perwanna, which 
may occasion disputes between the Government 
and us ; we have thought fit to grant our Cowle 
to the infant, during whose minority his uncle 
Tegaj>a Naik is to officiate and to be Chief Watch- 
man of this place ; and accordingly it is agreed 
that the infant be tasheriffied with the usual cere- 
mony, and a Cowle drawn out.” 

The losses entailed upon the Company’s Go- 
vernment by the proceedings of the Arab Piintes 
have been already alluded to, and are sufficiently 
represented in the following extracts. Our readers 
will bear in mind that it was at this same Jiidda 
or Jedda, the Port of Mecca, that the massacre of 
Cluistians took place in 1858, 

Saturday, 24th January, 1702. This place 
Madras having suffered much by ships unjustly seiz- 
ed by the Arabs of Muscat and the Pasluuv at 
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Ju(l(la,wlucli lias occasioned great clamours amongst 
the inhabitants of all sorts in tliis place, chietlj 
through despair of any assistance from the Govern - 
ijient, for procuring satisfaction, for the same ; the 
Governor and Coimcil, to pacify them for the pre- 
sent, proposed the sending a Petition to the king of 
England, and a Letter to the Company, setting 
forth their grievances and great losses thereby. 
‘Which Petition and letter was read and agreed on 
as entered after this Consultation. 

'fo the king’s most Excellent Majesty in 
ConnciL 

The luimhle Petition of your Majesty’s most 
dutiful and loyal subjects, inhabitants of the city 
of Madras on the Coast of Coromandel in the 
East Indies. 

“ Humbly shewetli, 

That we, your Majesty’s Petitioners residing in 
this place, having liberty of trade in these parts 
gal, and thence to Persia, where she arrived safe ; 
but on her return, 14th April, she met three 
Arab ships off Muscat, and took her and carried 
her into that Port, and made prize both of ship 
from the East India Company’'^ Merchants of Lon- 
don trading to the East Indies, did in June 1695 
equip out a ship called the “ London,” burthen 
about 120 tons, Eichard William Master, to Ben- 

^ Our readers muvSt bear in mind that the Company’s 
servants at this time had permission to trade on their 
own account between different ports in the East, so long 
as they did not interfere in the trade with Europe. 
This permissive trade they generally carried on with 
the assistance of the principal Native Merchants of 
Madras on the principle of a Joint Stock Company. 
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and cargo, valued at about ^5000 sterling. Slie 
liacl ten Eutope men on board of her, three of- 
\Vhich made their escape, and the others miserably 
perished imprison, who were most part your Ma- 
jesty's subjects. And on the 18th June 1700 did ' 
send hence a ship eaUed the Friendship,” bur- 
then 100 tbttS, Wdliam Mcrrice. Master, to Surat, • 
who from thence weut*to Persia, and meeting with ■ 
two Arab ships in the Gulf, was seized on by them 
and carried to Muscat, where they ' sold > the ship 
and cargo, amounting to about jgSoOO sterling,, 
besides Armenian goods of great value ; ‘ and im- 
prisoned after ‘a'‘most'barbarous manner her ship’s-^ 
company, the master,- mates, and several Officers ’ 
being your majesty’s 'subjects. 

We also in October J699'* sent’ anship called 
the "‘‘Diamond,” burthen- about' 100 tons, John* 
Cockroft’^lVIaster, to B^gali‘attd there to lade for 
Judda in the Bed Seas; who ' accordingly^ did, ^ 
and proceeded to the aforesaid Port ; but los- " 
ing her passage wintered* at^ Acheen, so that^ 
she did not' arrive at Juddd till ‘March 1701. 
'iliey were promised by the BasliaW' freedom of 
tfede, and the protection of the Port ; ^iipon which > 
they landed their goods and sold to the Bashaw' 
and Ms officers good part thereof ; but soon after 
they were possessed of the goods, they seized the “ 
ship and the remaining part of the cargo, which 
they made sale of ; so that with what they had 
bbfore in their hands, amounting to at least’ 
0,009 sterling. They also seized the Supercar- 
go and Commander, and what other Europe men 
did not make their escape, and murdered some of - 
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them by their barbarous iraprisonmeiit, and threaten 
to sell , the persons of those living. All which was 
upon pretence, that this was the ship that took an 
Arab’frship off the i ‘high land of St. John’s near 
Surat the year before. At which time this ship 

Diamond” was at Mocha, and returned thence 
..into tliis road in September, wliilst your Majesty’s 
' four' Men of War were here ; and being informed 
that this place Judda is in some measure under 
. .the Government of the Grand Seigneur, we have 
represented this great injustice by letter to your 

* Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople and 
yoin Consul at Grand Cairo. 

. ‘‘J These our misfortunes, we know not what 
( Cause to assign for them, unless it be as is re- 
ported through this country, that some of our 
nation, have most industriously endeavoured to fix 
;■ all pimeies committed in these parts on the Old 
.East India V Company and their Factors, and on 
such as reside in their settlements ; inculcating 
. likewise into tlie Natives, that let them.'^•aeize what 
- they will of ours, that we have no power . to make 
ourselves restitution, nor will there be any trouble 
( teomedo them thereon. 

‘ We having here most humbly represented (to 
your Majesty, . the : most notorious injustices we 
. have isuiffered from the Arabs of Muscat and 
’ Bashaw of Judda, all amounting to at least 
sterling ; for the restitution of which 
we humbly. iipplore.diatiyour sacred Majesty will 

* be graciously pleased do ’extend your Koyal protec- 
I lion to us, in granting us your letters of reprisal, 
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or in such manner as in j^our great wisdom shall 
be thought meet. 

"" And your Petitioners as in duty bound shall 
ever pray, etc. 

The Letter to the Company covering the Peti- 
tion to the King, contains little more than a re- 
quest that the latter might be forwarded. The 
following extract from it is worthy of preservation 
as exhibiting the feeling of animosity which pre- 
vailed against the New East India Company. 

“ We have too much reason to be jealous that 
that unhappy misfortune at Judda may be justly 
attributed to the infamous and hellish contri- 
vances of some of our own countrymen (i. e. New 
East India Company), who liave stuck at nothing- 
in endenvonring to fix the Piracies upon you and 
your Pactors abroad. And if that Bashaw of Jiid- 
da does what we are advised of, in selling the 
Commander and Supercai*go, wliy may it not be a 
precedent for the Arabs of Muscat, and the Moors 
tliroughoiit India, to do the same, and then what 
will become of all your subordinate Factories. 
These are also many more dreadful consequences 
to be inferred from the late resistencies of these 
nations ; and if they be not speedily called to an 
account, and forced to restitution for what is 
passed, it will most certainly end in the utter ruin 
of your trade in these parts.'’ 

We now return to the domestic annals of the 
Presidency. During the actual blockade of Fort 
St. George, no other entries of any importance ap- 
pear in the consultation books excepting those con- 
nected u'ith the siege. In May liowevcr, matters 
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returned to their old channel The following ex- 
tracts explain themselves. 

‘‘ Thursday, 21st May, 1702. We finding that 
gardens within a mile of the works of Black town to 
be very inconvenient, they giving great advantage 
to an enemy for Lodgements, and erecting Batte- 
ries against us ; for which reason it is ordered that 
Messrs. Empsofi and Marshall do take a view of 
what Gardens have been planted these five years, 
and report to the Governor and Council the dis- 
tance they are from the works, and whether any 
ways incommodious. 

It is ordered that the Paymaster provide scar- 
let coats and beaver hats for the Portuguese Offi- 
cers, as a gratuity for their readiness to serve the 
Garrison, and the same for the English Officers, 

Lieutenants and Ensigns,” 

The departure of Bawood KLhan was celebrated 
with four days successive feasting as appears from 
the next entry . 

Priday, 22nd May. On the 19th instant the 
Portuguese Militia, on the 20 th one Company of 
Soldiers, the next day the other Company, and this 
day the Gunroom crew, were handsomely treated 
with dinners under a large tent spread in the Inner 
Port ; and the Commission Officers of the respec- 
tive Companies those evenings supped with the 
Governor.” Again on the 25th, “ the Governor 
and Council and Trainbands were splendidly enter- 
tained with a supper at the Company’s Garden ; 
they having also been under arms in our late 
troubles.” 

The following complaint brought by a crew 
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against their Commander and Chief Mate is worthy 
of preservation. 

“ Wednesday, 8th July. The Goremor yester- 
day xecmving a sort of a Letter, with a Paper sign- 
ed by twenty-nine of the Fhmnios Ship*s Company, 
commonly called a Bound Bobin ; the purport of 
the Letter consisting cMe% of complaints against 
Captain Carswell and his Chief Mate, Mr. Abbis. 
The Governor imm^iately sent for the Captain 
and Purser of said ship, who seemed to be sur- 
prised at it, saying that they knew nothing of the 
matter. Upon which the Governor sent off an 
order to the Chief Mate, about which the Captain, 
Chief Mate, and five of the men appeared before 
ns this day ; two of the five being the Boatswain and 
Gunner of the Ship, who complained chiefly of the 
disability of the Chief Mate, that he knew not how 
to discharge his duty in that employ, as also of his 
abusing the men. Their complaints ciuefly against 
their Commander for pinching them in their pro- 
visions ; he confessing before us that their allow- 
ance three times a week is but a quart of riee and 
gram together for five men a day, but promises 
that for the future it shall be rectified. So upon 
the whole examination of this business, we find 
that the Gunner has been the ringleader, who 
seems to us to be an impudent, saucy, insinuating 
fellow, and believe has been the sole occasion of 
stirring up the men to complain in this malicious 
manner. The Bound Bobin as well as the Letter, as he 
himself confesses, was wrote with his hand ; so that 
to prevent the ill consequence that may attend 
such clamours, it is resolved that the Gunner 
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and Boatswain are discli^’ged tiie ship, as also 
Daniel Bulfinch and Peter Middlesfcoii ; the two 
latter, as the Captain tells us, have been very active 
in this viiiany ; aE<l for the present that the foiu* 
aforesaid persons be eommitted to the main guard, 
till we consider of indicting such pauishment as 
they deserve.’’ 

On the 8tli March, 1703 died William III, and 
in September the same year the news reached Port 
St. George, as will be seen from the following 
entry. 

“ Thursday^ 1 7 th September. In pursuance to 
an order of Consultation, the Pkg was early this 
morning hoisted, and at eight o’clock was lower- 
ed, when there was two volkys small shot and one 
hundred cannon discharged hy the half minute 
glass, for the death of our late gracious King Wil- 
liam the Third of blessed memory- . Then the Plag 
was again hoisted up, when the Mayor, and all the 
Aldermen in their gowns on horseback, with twelve 
Halberteers and a Company of Grenadiers march- 
ing before them, Pfoclmmed our gracious Queen 
Anne at the Port Gate, Town Hall, Sea Gate, and 
Choultiy Gate, with many huzzas and great de- 
monstration of Joy, with three volleys small shot 
and one hundr^ and one pieces of cannon dis- 
charged. And in the evening the Governor, at- 
tended by all the Gentlemen of the Council, with 
the Mayor and Aldermen and several other gentle- 
men in palanquins and horseback, to the Com- 
pany’s Bowling Garden, where there was a hand- 
some treat provided ; ail Europeans of fashion in 
the city being invited to the same, where they 
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<lrank tlie Queen’s health, and prosperity to old 
England, with many others. 

The fallowing very disinterested act on the part 
of a Native Chief deserves especial notice. 

Saturday, Mtk. Abdul Labby Khan, Go- 
vernor of Porto Novo, and the country about it, 
came last night to St. Thom4 having been lately 
at the Camp at Yollore ; unto whom the Governor 
sent this morning the Moollah with a compliment, 
and two bottles of rosewater, which he kindly re- 
ceived, and intimated to him that he was desirous 
of seeing Madras, which the Moollah was ordered 
to evade if possible, but not to give a flat denial. 
And whereas we have always found the Governor 
of Porto Novo a Mend to our Company’s interest, 
-and to preserve his friendsliip, it is agreed that we 
make hm a presesnt oi Gold Chains to the value of 
about 450 Pagodas. 

“ Sunday, 27th. The Moollah and Brahmin 
did this day attend the Nabob Abdul Labby at 
St. Tliome, with the present of Gold Chains, which 
they privately offered j but he refused to accept 
them, telling them he was a true friend to the 
English, so would take no present, but would al- 
ways eontinue the kindness he had for us, and 
make it his ^udy to do us all the good services 
that lay in his power.” 

Our next extracts explains itself. 

Tuesday, 20th October. During the time 
Dawood Khan lay before this place, we were 
continually straightened for provisions, at wliich 
time the weather being very hot we coiild not salt 
up any ; so were forced to keep a great number of 
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Hogs, the meat for wMch was very chargeable, 
besides the great incoEveiiience of keeping such a 
number. So to prevent any future danger that 
may happen from the Harrison wanting Provisions, 
it is agreed that between this and January next, 
that the Steward be ordered to kill three hundred 
Hogs, to be salted up as the Governor from time 
to time shall direct. And if it should so happen 
there be no occasion for them, that then they be 
disposed of to the shipping as opportunity offers.’^ 

“ Wednesday, 4th ISTovember. The President is 
advised from Masulipatam that the Mogul pitch- 
ing his Camp near some gi’eat mountains, from 
which of a sudden came so great fall of waters, 
that it swept away about 150,000 people, with 
elephants, horses, camels, and baggage, he himself 
nan’owly escaping.’^ (This event is noticed by 
Elphinstone, who however reduces the number of 
people who perished to 1 2, 0 0 0 . ) 

The following incident furnishes an extraordi- 
nary illustration of the administration of the kw. 

Friday, 0th. The 29fchult. it was ordered 
that the three black fellows apprehended, and found 
preparing to coin Pagodas, should be brought on 
their trial to-morrow ; but finding the evidence 
against them is so insufficient that they will most 
certainly be acquitted, and they offering six 
hundred Pagodas to be acquitted without a trial, 
it is thought much better to accept the same ; not 
only in regard to the six hundred Pagodas, biit 
iikewise their being acquitted on their trial would 
encoiuage others to -attempt the same ; and ac- 


14* 


HISTOK OF MADRAS* 




(3<2a:4iiigiy it is agreed to iweivo llie said six li\m* 
clrad Pagodas, and banisii thiem the place. 

The news of the war of the Spanish succession 
had now readied the Freshieney, and preparations 
were made to impiove tkedefences. The ibllowing 
entry will itetrate the ^te of alfairs. 

Saturday* 16tk Jantrarj*: 17 Here being 
a report that there is coming a strong squadron of 
French and Portuguese inen of war for India, 
against which we are informed the Dutch are mak- 
ing great preparations, and putting their ganisons 
in a posture of defence ; and we feaiing our nation 
is engaged in the war in Europe, and well knowing 
that the Dutch will give us no manner of assistance, 
so think it necessary to keep our Garrison in the 
best posture of defence we are capable of,’’ 

TMs year another sems of attempts was com- 
menced for obtaining possession of the Company’s 
out towns of Egmore, Persewaukum, and TripM- 
cane. The first, it will be seen, was checked by a 
very decided action on the part of Governor Pitt. 

Friday, ! 2th March. The Governor having 
news brought him last night, that there had been 
six or eight Peons, who had tied leaves in the 
Company’s towns, which is the custom of the 
country when they take possession of any place ; 
Peons were sent out immediately to seize them, 
but could not find them ; but this morning 
three of them came to the Governor at Egmore, 
and produced a paper which is an order from 
the S'oujdar of Poonamaliee, grounded upon 
an order lie had received from the King’s 
Dewaii Mahomed Seid, The Governor ordered 
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tlieni to be carried prisoners to the Fort, where 
they were put in irons, and mtended to be pnnisb- 
ed for executing an order within our Jurisdiction, 
without first acquainting the Governor therewith.’’ 
Four days afterwards the three Feons were re^ 
leased, “ in consideration that they were but ser-^ 
vanis, and obeyed only their Master’s order ; but 
were severely checked for the same, the Governor 
telling them that if they or any others presumed 
to do the like again, they should most certainly 
lose their heads, 

The following entry of the same date explains 
itself. 

Mr. Eiehaid Fearson writer, who came out In 
the and immediately sent to Masulipatam, 

where he behaved himself very insolently to his 
superiors, for which they sent Mm hither in Janu- 
ary last, where soon after he behaved himself very 
impudently to the Governor, who confined and 
punished him for it 5 and afterwards upon Ms sub- 
mission, and acknowledging his fault with promis- 
es of amendment he was set at liberty ; when in 
few days after, he quarreled at the Company’s 
General table, where he gave opprobious language 
to several, and blow^ to boot. So finding Mm an 
incorrigible and debauched fellow, and that keep- 
ing him here may tend to the ruin of several of the 
young men in the Company’s service is 
agreed that he be confined to the inward Fqrt, and 
sent for England by the first opportunity; and 
that he he permitted to oome no more to the Com- 
pany’s Table, but that the Steward shall send him 
such Provisions as the Governor directs.” 
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We have already seeri, on the occasion of the 
visit of the iN'abob Dawood Khan to Fort St, 
George, that the General Table could be magnifi- 
cently served* The following extracts will prove 
that even in the matter ol silver plate, the show 
was by no means dmpieable for those days. 

^‘Thursday, 8th April, 17l>3. The Company 
having no plate for their General Table, or any 
other use, but what is very old and battered, and 
but veiy little of it too, which is now agreed to be 
melted down, and the President who brought out 
a set of plate with him, and has used it ever since 
at Ills own charge : it is agreed that the same now 
be taken on the Company's account ; allowing for 
the same, as the Company’s silver was lately sold, 
sixteen Dollars weight, for ten Pagodas Eng- 
lish standard ; aird for the fashioning thereof as it 
cost in England ; and that the same be weighed 
off to the Steward, and an account of it brought 
into Consultation, that so it may be brought into 
the Books. From the particulars of an account 
which is given at full length in the Consultations, 
we learn that Governor Pitt’s silver plate weighed 
2240 oz* 17 dwta . ; that the metal was valued at 
J07OO sterling, and that the fashioning cost J65. 
The old plate which was melted down was valued 
at less than ^100. Mr. Pitt’s new plate included 66 
silver plates, 6 salts small, 1 salt large, 8 castors 
and mustard spoon, S.porrmgers, 16 spoons, 6 
forks and 6 knives, 1 ladle large, 12 dishes, 1 
teapot, 1 sauce pan, 2 salvers large, 2 salvers small, 
i Monteiih, 4 iai’ge candlesticks, and 7 covers. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

OOVERNORSHIP OF MR. THOMAS PITT. 

1703—4. 

Tlie great event wliich distinguisliecl tlie period 
in our annuals now under review, is one which can 
be stated in a few words, viz. the union of the old 
and new Companies into one. With this event the 
quarrels of the two Companies naturally terminat- 
ed, and attention was once more directed to the 
prosecution of trade, the progress of domestic 
ahairs, and occasional communications with the 
Nabob. 

The first incident to be noticed furnishes an- 
other illustration of the old difficulty of collecting 
now taxes from the natives. It will be remembered 
that on the advance of Bawood Xhan a brick wall 
and other works had been erected for the defence 
of Black-town, and arrangements were made to 
meet the expense by collecting a special tax from 
the inhabitants. It wiU be seen from the follow- 
ing extracts, that many abuses had occurred in the 
collection, which were charged upon SerapaNaik, 
the Chief merchant who had been appointed to 
superintend it. 

Friday, 9th April, 1703. The Chiefs of the 
Castes having met daily for some weeks past at 
the Pagoda to consider of ways and means for 
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Raising tlie money for building the Black-town 
wall and works ; and having acquainted the Go- 
vernor a few days past that they had perfected the 
same ; we summoned all the Castes this day before 
us, and called over the Boll of how much every 
Caste was assessed^ With whic^ they all seemed to 
be satisfied, and declared they had given their as- 
sent thereunto. Upto which we ordered it forth- 
with to be collected in such a method as they 
themselves desired ; which was to be by their own 
Conicopolies,. and two Peons to each. Caste. 

“ lYednesday, 2f8th. There having been a scan- 
dalous paper dropped in the town, relating to 
the assessing of the Town wall money, written in 
a counterfeit hand in English ; which we judge to 
bo by -some European^ who has had some insight 
in the Company’s atfaiis ; the drift ' of which can 
be for no other than to raise mutinies and insur- 
rections to prevent the collecting the money for 
building the Black-Town wall and works ; and 
there being some parficular charges against Serapa 
the Chief Slerchant ^ — we summoned all the heads 
of the Castes before us this morning, and examined 
them . to every particular, when they positively 
denied they knew anything of it. Which paper 
is entered after this consultation. 

To the Council of Fort St. George, 

Gentlemen, . 

“ Finding personal application to some of you, 
to mediate matters with the Governor about a due 
regulation in assessing for the Town wall, has been 
fruitless ; we have in concert with many others, 
taken this method to lay before you the sentiments 
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of the inliahitants ; hoping your justice in com- 
passion to usj zeal to the Hon*ble Company, and 
regard to the welfare of this place, will induce you 
to consider the following. 

‘‘ That the building of the Town wall %vas by 
the Hon'ble Coiiipanj*s order, some of us have 
been made sensible of, and we believe it ; also 
that they expect the charges for the same should be 
borne by the several Castes, which we think a very 
great hardship ; considering the beneht of Customs 
the Honorable Company reaps by our Sea and 
Land Trade ; also the Farms of Betel, Tobacco, 
and A.rrack (which fah sensiblyr heavy), not to 
mention the Cround rent of oui’ hoiseSj Pedda 
Haik*S; Buty,' htc. ■ .. 

“Although these, as aforesaid, are hardships, 
yet by length of time, being become Sallabad (as 
we esteem, them) there is no great demur made 
now, and are not recited here as gnevances ; so 
much as an introduction to inform you, that we 
arc wholly dissatisfied in Serapa Haik’s being in- 
trusted with the collection of the town - wall 
money, lately ordered by the Governor and your- 
selves to be received of us ; for his audacious 
injunctions pubiieiy made to the Conicopolies and 
Peons (who go about to gather the money) to 
beat and puli us by the necks with cords to the 
Choultry, upon refusal of payment ; which has been 
committed on some who were not in a capacity to 
launch out so much as demanded. 

Such outrages and insults are seldom inflicted 
under the Moors, therefore we are amazed at Se- 
rapa’s presumption in giving such orders under the 
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English Govemmeut ; but they have been redress- 
ed (upon a complaint made to' the Honorable Go- 
vernor) by punishing two Peons ; though we are 
since served almost as ignominiously ; being con- 
strained by those sordid Collectors to stand before 
our d(mrs a while in the sun, till wrought into a 
compliance j and if such sufferings are caused by 
our backwardness to pay, please be referred to our 
reasons that makes us so. 

Pirst, Serapa Naik, at a General Meeting up- 
on his summons, told us the Honorable Company 
having been at a great chai’ge for raising a wall 
lound the Black Town for our security, must be 
reimbursed, and three thousand Pagodas more 
added to repay the said Serapa’s charges of pre- 
sents etc* doMg Dawood Khan’s stay here last. 

Second. Ha™g well considered the Honorable 
Company s indulgent care to protect us, we shall 
acquiesce to refund their cost of 
he foTO wall, but then humbly request may be 
granted, viz. x :i 

“1st. That only the first costs thereof be as- 
sessed. 

and. That an Englishman be appointed re- 
ceiver or Collector, 


n , « x; n .P^'®t®nce of presents, etc. made 
by berapa Naik, be mterwoven with the Town wall 
money. 

“4th. Thai every caste, knowing what each are 

topay, have bberty of themselves to bring the 
promise to do within anytime 

. “Third. These four requests being granted 
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give a genei^ satisfaction, and save tlie 1, ire 
ofsomany Comcopohes and Peons employed as 
now appointed in this affair. ^ 

sist tether induces us to in- 

sist on the four requests as aforesaid, are, because 
we are under some jealousy, that besides the Town 
wall money, and the 3,000 Pagodas for Serapa 
aik, more may still be taken, and appropriated 
to the present manager’s nse. ^ ^ 

Ourselves, and fathers before us, have long ex- 
perienced the quiet and moderate English Govern- 
ment, and hope our children’s children after us 
may enjoy the like. But when some by their 

tion that their being favounties will protect them 
agamst aU clamours (wliich we find too true) • we 
have only this expedient left, viz. To represent 
our calamities. And having so done now, we hope 
a short tune will show us the effects of your wis- 
dom, by interposing in matters so' destructive to 
the public good j otherwise we propose to apply 

ourselves to the Honorable Company, by serMil 

them a copy hereof, with another memorial of 
farther complamts of this nature. Bated Madras. 
rf^Madras^’^’ of the Native inhabitants 

Notwitlistanding the denial on the part of the 
Natives of any knowledge or paiiicipation in the 
paper, it is certain that subsequently the amount 
was only partially collected, and that with the 
utmost difficulty, as may be gathered from many 
alliKions, which need not be reproduced here, 
ihe foUowing quaint but grapliic narrative of 
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an engagement with Pirates is entered in the con- 
sultations, dated 31st May, 1703, and is well 
worthy of preservation as illustrative of the limes. 

A Eelation of .the taking of the Ship ‘‘ Pem- 
broke Pr^ate,” by th^, Pirates at Mayotta, March 
10th, 1703, by Mr., Edward Eenwick, the Super- 
cargo. 

“ On the 9th of March last we rnade the Island 
of Mayotta, and as we were standing ^ in with the 
land, about three leagues distance, we discovered 
two ships under sail close under the land. They 
had sent theii* boats off before we could see them to 
make out where we were; they were full of men, and 
kept rowing about half a mile to windward of ns. 
After we showed our colours and fired a gun to 
windward, they each of them put out a flag, which 
we at first thought to be King’s fiag, not 
plainly distinguishing it ; but they would not 
come near us to acquaint us which was the road 
or the way in ; which we were obliged to endea- 
vour the finding ourselves, being in extremity ; 
and with this consideration concerning the ships, 
that if they should prove Piiutes oui* loading would 
be of no use to them, so consequently we might 
expect good treatment from them, as has formerly 
been shown to others. We steered west and west 
by south till we came into five fathom water about 
a league from the shore, and there anchored ; which 
we had no sooner done, and veered away a little 
cable, but the most frightful and greatest of dan- 
gers presented themselves to us, both of the ship 
and our lives ; breakers on ail sides within half a 
ship’s length, which, because it was dark and just 
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higli water, we did not perceive till we were so 
near them. Whilst we were in this consternation 
and hurry what to do, the two boats hailed us, 
lying at a Grappling right ahead within call ; but 
would by no means come to our assistance, except 
we ‘first sent our boat to them. Then we im- 
mediately sent our Yawl with four hands, two of 
which they took into their boat, and put two of 
their own people into our boat. When they came 
on board they thought we had been fast ashore, 
and said they were sorry to find us in so bad a 
condition ; the loss of our sliip being unavoidable 
as they thought ; we lying on a reef of rocks 
which run out two leagues on each side of us, and 
would be dry in half an hour’s time, and all round 
us nothing but breakers. They advised us to let 
the ship lie till morning dry, and they would all 
come off then, and see what possibly might be 
done to save her ; so little hopes had we from them 
of getting off again ; and indeed we soon perceived 
they told us nothing but the truth ; for by this 
time the tide had ebbed very much, and at every 
hollow of the sea the ship began to strike. There- 
fore Captain Weoley considering that delaying 
longer was but running oiuseives into gi’eater 
dangers, and that there was no other remedy but 
to cut and stand tbe same way out as we came 
ill ; so desired tbe two men to go and send our 
people on board which were in their boats, which 
they presently did. Then all hands turned to, 
and immediately hoved a peck and cut away, 
having a spring upon the cable to cast her. By 
these endeavours it pleased God everything an- 
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swered our expectations ; and before we could 
cast the lead six times were past all danger, re- 
ceiving no other damage than the loss of oiu: 
best bower, and about ten fathom of cable. 
Now after our sMp was out of danger, we began 
to consider the answers made by the two men that 
came on board, to a few questions we asked 
them. They said their great ship was a Per- 
mission ship bound for Muscat, laden with 
guns, anchors, cables, etc. ; Captain Hillyard 
Commander. The little ship they said belonged 
to the Scotch Company, one Captain Drummond 
Commander, and was bound for Madagascar, to 
trade for slaves, with small arms, powder, etc. 
That they had lain there nearly three months be- 
fore to repair and dean their ships ; and that just 
as they made us coining in, they were standing ont 
to proceed on their voyage. "We acquainted them 
the great necessity we were in for provisions and 
water, and that several of our men were down ; to 
which they answered, they did not doubt but their 
Captain could assist us with eveiything, and send 
their boat betimes to us in the morning. We did 
not give much credit to what they said, yet there 
was no way to get clear of them but by fair words 
and entreaties ; so kept standing off and on all 
night j and at 12 o’clock next day, being the 10th, 
we came to an anchor about a mile from the shore, 
being low water, at which time we see their two 
boats lying dry upon the sand. About an hour 
after, when the water floated them, they rowed to- 
wards us ; and being come with pistol shot under 
our stern, they hailed us, asking if they might be 
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suiTered to come on board, that they were friends 
and had brought us fresh provisions. Captain 
Weoley answered, one of them might come, yet they 
both came rowing on ; and when they were under 
our quarters, one on each side, they all started up 
with their arms guarded, swearing if any of us fired 
a piece they would give us no quarter, and if we did 
not fire they %vould do us no harm, nor take any 
thing from us. Captain Weoley ordered every 
one to fire, wliieh we ail did, and they at us ; 
Captain Weoley jumping down the after skuttle at 
the same time, and bidding every one to their close 
quarters, some into the cabin and some between 
decks. But we not able to keep either of them 
long, they firing six shot to our one ; and then 
perceiving it was impossible for us to do more, 
they having two ships very near us, we called for 
quarter ; which they gave us, disarming us, and 
turning us into the head. Then they began to 
rummage and rifle the ship everywhere, until their 
heat was over. In this scuifie we had two men 
killed, , Mr. Gold our Chief Mate, and Cornelius 
Browne a Foremost man. Of their men they had 
two wounded ; one of them mortally, the other 
shot through both his arms. The rest of the day 
they spent searching about the ship, and swearing 
to revenge themselves on Captain Weoley, for first 
bidding them come on board, and then firing upon 
them as they came along our side ; likewise to 
burn the ship. The next day they carried Cap- 
tain Weoley on board one of their sliips, and 
kept him prisoner there ; about forty of them 
staying on board us till Friday the iSth, when 

- 4 ! 
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they put it to the vote whether to burn her 
or to give her to us again. If this had been done 
the next day after they took her, she had certain- 
ly been burnt ; but putting it off three or four 
days gave as time to make many fiiends to give 
their votes iu our ffevour, that we carried it by 
seventeen votes more to save her than to burn 
her. After taking several things out of her, they 
delivered the ship to m again that night about 
seven o’clock ; they making the best of their way 
to Madagascar and we for Johanna, giving us six 
old small arms in lieu of what they took out of 
ns. But they would by no means clear Captain 
Weoley ; forcing him to go along with them to 
serve as. a pilot for the Straits of Malacca, swear- 
ing to shoot him if he refused it. They likewise 
detained by force Francisco de Cruz our Car- 
penter ; yet one of our men, Martin Hogendirk a 
Dutchman, entered himself and went voluntarily 
with them. 

These two Pirates are very strong, full of 
men, and one sails excellently well. The biggest 
carries 40 Guns and near 200 men ; she is called 
the Prosperous,’’ and was (as they told us first) 
a Permission ship upcm a trading voyage, but 
surprised and taken about six months l:^fore at 
Madagascar. The th^ Commander Hillyard died 
soon after of the wounds he I'eceived then, but 
the new Pirate Captain of her is called Howard. 
The little ship is called the “ Speedy Keturn,’* 
and was formerly commanded by one Captain 
Drummond, but now by one Bowen. She carries 
12 Guns and 70 men, and is about 100 tons. She 



HtSXOEY OP HABEAS. 


l7v3"“4.D 




with another about the same burden were sent out 
by the Scotch Company/’ 

In consequence of this extraordinary relation, 
those ships in the Madras Hoads which were bound 
for the Straits of Malacca did not proceed on their 
destination ; which tends/’ says the consulta- 
tion booh, to the great detriment of the Port and 
lessening of the customs ; besides it is to be feared 
that if these Pirates take any of the country ships, 
it will bring us into new troubles with the Govern- 
ment, out of which we have but a few months past 
extricated ourselves/’ It may be mentioned that 
Captain Weoley made his escape from the Pirates 
a few months afterwards. 


Our next extract is worthy of record as illustrat- 
ing the mode in which the political department 
of the Company’s administration was carried on 
in these primitive times. 

** Thursday, 12 th August, 1703. It being the 
general report of the country that there will be 
sudden alterations in the Q-overament by the re- 
moval of the Nabob, or Bewan, or both, and we 
having but two spy Brahmins in the Camp, and 

here being who tenders his service, being 

son to Yinkettee Puttee, who procured the firmaun 
from the king of Golconda for this place, and he 
seeming to be an intelligible person -it is agreed 
he be entertained, if he will serve for five or six 
Pagodas per mensem, to reside as a private per- 
son in the Camp, to give us intelligence of all af- 
fairs of importance, but not to be there as a 
Vakeel/’ 
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The following entry illustrates the stringent 
nature of the laws against duelling. 

** Monday, 23rd August, 1703. The GoYernor 
having conhned Captain Seaton and Mr. Strat- 
ford for going out yesterday to the Company’s old 
garden to hght a duel, he ordered them to be 
brought up this day before him in Council to 
examine into the', occasion of it when it was 
found that Captain Seaton gave the challenge 
wiiliout any manner of provocation, so that it was 
resolved their confinement should be continued 
till we had considered what punishment we should 
afiiict on them to deter others from doing the like/* 
Tlie confinement lasted ten days, at the expiration 
of which Captain Seaton was fined 200 Pagodas 
and Mr, Stratford 60 Pagodas. Captain Seaton, 
however, as we have seen on former occasions, had 
a happy knack of getting out of a scrape as easily 
as he got into it. Three weeks afterwards we find 
the followdiig significant entry : — Captain Seaton 
delivering in a petition setting forth his contrition 
for his offence, for wliich he was fined 200 Pago- 
das, and prays that we would remit the same ; 
which, in consideration of his great charge of 
children, and his promises of not doing the like, 
is granted him, and ordered that the Secretary do 
return him the same/* 

In iX^ovember this year rumours of coming 
troubles appear to have reached the Presidency. 
The Steward of the P'ort was ordered to boy up 300 
hogs, and feed them up, “ so that they may be fit 
to kill aacisali up during the cool weather for tlic 
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service of tlie Garrison.’" We also find the follow- 
ing entry. 

Tuesday, 2nd November, 1703. The Gover- 
nor received advices this day from the Nabob’s 
Camp, that there was orders given out to the 
Foujdar of Tripassore to raise forces to come and 
seize our towns ; which we are resolved to defend ; 
and in order thereto, it is agreed that the Pay- 
master forthwith run up a brick wall round the 
Choultry at Egmore, in such manner as the Gover- 
nor shall direct, to lodge such forces as we shall 
send on all occasions to defend the place ; and when 
the wall is done, to pull down the present Choul- 
try, which is thatched and ready to tumble, and to 
build a commodious one for that purpose.” 

Eleven days afterwards the news was coufirmed 
by tiie receipt of the following letter from the 
Foiijdar. 

Translate of a letter from Tahir Khan, Fouj- 
dar of Tripass-ore, received November i3tli, 1703. 

I wish your Honour ail healtln About three 
months past I received a letter from Khan 
Bahadur to take possession of tliose villages 
you have, which are under the Poonainailee 
country. I was loth to acquaint you with tliis 
unwelcome news by reason of our friendship ; 
but fresh orders are arrived to the Dewan arui 
myself ; and your Honour is sensible that the 
servant must obey his Master’s orders ; so that I 
can defer it now no longer. The occasion of my 
sending you this is to let you understand that if 
you will send one of your Takeela to me, rny 
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frieiidsliip shall not be wanting to accommodate 
the matter/’ 

Mr. Pitt s reply was cautious, but sufficiently 
firm. 

“ To Tahir Khan Foujdar of Tripatore, Novem- 
ber ISth, 1703. 

“ I received your letter and observe the con- 
tents, and can only return this answer. The 
towns you mention were given us by Assid Khan, 
the Grand Yizier, whose pimvanna we have, in 
considei ation of the good services we had done 
your king ; which was much to the satisfaction of 
Khan Bahadur who. afterwards gave order for the 
delivering them to us. When we thought it had 
been in this country, as in all other parts of the 
world, that whatever the Grand Vizier granted, 
the king always made it good ; or what reliance 
can there be on the favour of such great men’s 
purwannas. I esteemed you always as you write 
yourself our friend, and am sorry you are com- 
manded to execute such unjust orders ; which will 
occasion no less than a difference between the two 
nations-— -Who is the aggi-essor let the Great God 
judge. Our Vakeel is sick ; if you send one 
hither, 1 will immediately give my answer to wdiat 
he shall propose.’^ 

The following incident of the war with France 
respecting the Spanish succession, is interestino' 
from the fact that the Mr. Dolben here mentionecf 
was our old friend the Judge Advocate in the 

1 • been dismissed from 

ins Office, and engaged in a profitable trade. Not- 
withstanding the report of the Pirates in the Straits 
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of Malacca, lie liad boltlly set out tliere in the 
Canterbury, in the pursuit of commerce under diffi- 
culties. 

Friday, 14th January, 1704, Last night the 
Governor received news by a Portuguese letter 
from Pondicherry, that the two French sliips were 
returned with an English prize called the “ Can- 
terbury,’’ belonging to the New East India Com- 
pany; having met her and Mr. Dolben in the 
Chambers” Frigate in the Straits of Malacca ; 
which is this day confirmed to us by a letter from 
Pondicherry, copy of which is as follows, viz. 

“ The two French vessels met the Chambers” 
Frigate, and another of the New Company’s called 
the “ Canterbury” of more than 300 tons, com- 
manded by Captain Kingsford, came from Eng- 
land and bound to Surat. The 19 th December, 
near the Island of Sambelan in the Straits of Ma- 
lacca at night, they gave each other broadsides. 
The '' Chambers” Frigate had her raainyard dis- 
abled, which he got repaired in the night. The 
next morning she fought again during four hours 
against the lesser French ship; after which he made 
all the sail he could to the bank of Parsola. The 
Maurepas” (French ship) fought against the 
Canterbury” which he took immediately. Mon- 
sieur de Fontenay was sent against the " Cham- 
bers” which seemed the least, but proved the big- 
gest and best man. We hear from those we have 
taken, that Mr. Dolben gave 60 guineas to each 
man, and a promise to each that should be wound- 
ed to provide for them, to the end they should 
behave themselves well.” 
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About tliis time a Eoman Catholic Patriarch of 
Antioch arrived at Pondicherry, and subsequently, 
like the Bishop of St, Thome, executed not a little 
opposition by endeavouring to interfere in ecclesias- 
tical affairs in , the Presidency. In the previous 
November, a messenger arrived from this Presi- 
dency with a complimentary message for Governor 
Pitt, as will be seen from the following entry in 
the consultations, dated, 22nd Novembej, 1708. — 
“ There being arrived at Pondicherry a Patriarch 
and several Padres, said to be missionaries from 
the Pope to inspect into ecclesiastical affairs in 
China ; one of which came this day into town, 
sent with a compliment from the. Patriarch to the 
Governor, with a small present of Jocoles, oil, and 
wines ; who was civilly received, and afterwards 
took up his lodgings in the Portuguese Church.*' 
The foilowdng extract shows a determination on 
the part of the Patriarch to interfere. 

Saturday, 22nd January. Padre Michael having 
applied In’mself to the Government for leave to go 
to Pondiclieny, for that he that calls himself the 
Patriarch of Antioch had summoned him thither, 
and he feared that if he did not go it would tend 
to his ruin ; the Governor deferred giving him leave 
till he had consulted his Council, wliich was this 
day summoned and Padre Michael sent for, who 
earnestly insisted for leave to go. Whereupon he 
w'as asked by the Governor whether the Patriarch 
sent for him as Chief Priest of this Eoniish 
Church, or on any other account. He answered 
that it was as be w^is Chief Priest, To which it 
was. replied that we could ■ allow of no persons to 
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Iiavo any autliority over the Priests of this place, 
'•.0 as to send for them away, or return them or any 
oiiiers at their pleasure. And supposing the Abbca 
to liave a hand in this matter we sent for him ; whs 
Jesnitically evaded, and denied that he kiie*r 
raiytliiiig of the matter. Whom likewise we am 
'fiiainted with our resolutions that the Patriarch, 
nor none else, sliould exercise any power over the 
.Priests that live under our G-overnment. So dis- 
.missed them both, strictly enjoining Padre Michael 
not to stir out of the town ; besides that orders 
shoidd be given the officers not to permit him to 
go 'without the gate.”. 

In our next chapter we shall have occasion 
•produce further iiiiistrations of these intrigues. 

The folloAving entry will explain itself. 

-doriday, 3rd Pehmary. Ensign Hanis. who 
lias often been found drunk, insomuch that la* 
has been incapable of doing his duty, for which 
lie has been frequently reprehended ; ffiut tinding 
to no purpose, he was this day ; broke ; but in 
regard he has a wife and several, ehildren, we have 
peniiitted him. to serve as Serjeant, but that ii ) 
monger than he abstains from diinldng to excess.'' 

Early this year a dispute arose betw^een Gover- 
nor Pitt and the Poujdar of St. Thome, concern- 
ing an Armenian inhabitant of Madras -who had 
oeen imprisoned by the latter. It appears that 
one Coja Tiinore, an Attorney for an Armeiiian 
ill Persia, had great demands on an Ai'menian 
named Coja Awan who was an inhabitant of 
Madras. The case was carried to court, but 
meantime Coja Timore the Attorney had business 
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at Sfc. Tliome, and was followed tliere by Coja 
Awaii ; and the latter by some means unknown, 
but wliicb we may reasonably infer to liave been 
bribery, prevailed on tbe Eoujdar to imprison the 
Attorney, Governor Pitt of course sent to the 
Fonjdar to deliver up both, as inhabitants of Mad- 
ras ; but the Poujdar insisted not only that a free 
pardon should be granted Coja Awan, which would 
have been granted, but also that the papers lodged 
ill the Court should be delivered up to him. To 
have granted the latter demand, would have been 
to establish a most awkward precedent ; as it would 
virtually admit of an interference for the future on 
the part of the Eoujdar of St. Thome in all case.s 
pending in the Madras Court of Admiralty. The 
tbllowing letters will throw some light on the 
dispute, 

Erom Mirasman Eoujdar of St. Thome. 

I have power over Chinnapatam, and likewise 
over St. Thome, as it belongs to the king whose 
grant of Chinnapatam ground to the Company was 
on no other intent than to make the place fruitful, 
and bring riches into his kingdom, but not to act 
anything that should prove unjust or prejudicial 
to the Merchants interest there. I cannot help 
putting you in mind of the Governors of Gokonda 
and Bijapore, who for their unjust actions and ill 
behaviour were instantiy turned out of their Fro- 
vtnce, notwithstanding all their resistance, and 
clapped into irons. What reason therefore has the 
King to value any one, seeing he turns out whoso- 
ever he pleases ; and who by iiis great kindness 
and justice towards his people, has obtained power 
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of God to conquer wheresoeYer lie comes ; and 
knowing me to be one of his Officers, I wonder at 
the style you mite me. What can I say more 

The, following was Governor Pitt’s answer. 

‘‘ To Mirusman Foujdar of St. Thome. 

“ I received your impertinent and insolent letter. 
— We all know your king to be great, wise and just, 
and many ©f his nobles to be persons of great ho- 
nour ; but most of his little Governors, amongst 
ivhom I reckon you, to be very corrupt and 
unjust. We would have you to know we 
are of a nation whose sovereign is great and 
powerful, able to protect his subjects in theh just 
rights over all the world, and revenge whatever 
injustices shall be done them, of which there •will 
be speedy instances given. I am not a little sur- 
prised at your saucy expressions, as well as actions 
in imprisoning my inhabitants, when you knmv 
that I can fetch you hither and collect you for 
both. This is an unswer to your letter. 

Thomas Pitt.” 

Meantime the matter had been represented to 
the Nabob Pawood Khan and his Buxie. A guard 
had been placed by Governor Pitt over the house 
of Coja Awan, who had procured the iinpri- 
sonnient of his Attorney, and who of course 
remained at St. Thomd; and both the Nabob 
and Buxie declared that this Coja Awan, was 
indebted to them for jewels, and required 
that he should be no further meddled ivith. 
Governor Pitt sent very long explanatory letters in 
reply. Subsequently, as Coja Awan owed a great 
deal of money in Madras, Governor Pitt resolved 


3 i HISTORY OR MADRAS, 

rit St. Thome, and was followed there by Coja 
Awan; and the latter by some means unknown, 
but which we may reasonably infer to have been 
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pardon should be granted Coja Awan, which would 
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over St. Thome, as it belongs to the king whose 
grant of Cliinnapatam ground to the Company was 
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and Bijapore, who for their unjust actions and ill 
behaviour were instantly tmiied out of their Pro- 
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of God to conquer wlieresoe?er lie comes ; and 
knowing me to be one of his Officers, I wonder at 
the style you wnte me. What can I say more ?” 

The following was Governor Pitt’s answer. 

To Mirusman Poujclar of St. Thome. 

I received your impertinent and insolent letter. 
— We all know your king to be great, wise and Just, 
and many of Ms nobles to be pex'sons of great ho- 
nour ; but most of his little Governors, amongst 
whom T reckon you, to be very corrupt and 
unjust. We would have you to know we 
are of a nation whose sovereign is great and 
powerful, able to protect his subjects in their just 
rights over all the world, and revenge whatever 
injustices shall be done them, of which there will 
be speedy instances given. I am not a little sur- 
prised at your saucy expressions, as well as actions 
in imprisoning my inhabitants, when you know 
that i can fetch you hither and correct you for 
both. This is an miswer to your letter. 

Thomas Pitt.’’ 

Meantime the matter had been represented to 
tbe Nabob Dawood Klian and Ms Buxie. A guarcl 
had been placed by Governor Pitt over the house 
of Coja Awan, who had procured the impri- 
somnent of Ms Attorney, and who of course 
remained at St. Thome ; and both the Nabob 
and Bnxie declared that this Coja Awan, was 
indebted to them for jewels, and re€|uireci 
that he should be no further meddled witlu 
Governor Pitt sent very long explanatory letters in 
reply. Subsequently, as Coja Awan owed a great 
deal of money in Madras, Governor Pitt resolved 
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to open Iiis liouse, and to take an inventory of Ms 
goods, in the presence of the Armenians, Moguls, 
and Patans of the place. Accordingly the latter 
were summoned to appear on the 6th April, 
1704 ; but on that morning, instead of going 
to Coja AwaMs house, a number of them appeared 
before the Governor. The Armenians begged to 
be excused on the ground that th^ had goods 
at St. Thome, wliich the Poujdar would seize 
directly he heard of their participation in the 
matter. The Moguls on their part stated that the 
Buxie's servant had been with them that morning, 
and charged them in the name of his Master and 
in the name of the ISTabob, not to concern them- 
selves in the matter. The Patans made no ap- 
pearance at all. Acccordingly they were all ordered 
to the Town hall, whilst the Governor and Council 
took the subject into consideration. After a little 
while the following decision was arrived at. The 
Armenians and others were told that if they would 
become security for Coja Awan’s debts, or for the 
delivery np of his person within a reasonable 
time, well and good ; but othenvise they must 
assist at the opening of the house and godowns, 
and at the taking an inventory of the furniture, 
or depart from the place altogether within three 
days time. This decisive measure ensured com- 
pliance ; and it was agreed that eight Armenians, 
eight Moguls, eight Patans, and eight Gentoos 
should meet on the follo'wing Monday at Coja 
Awan’s house, and assist the Begistrar of the 
Court in taking an inventory of his goods. The 
whole matter seems to have been ultimately settled 
without further difficulty. 
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CHAPTBE XX. 

GOVERNOBSHIP OP MB. THOMAS PITT. 

1704—7/ 

The Governorsliix) of Mr. Pitt extended over 
the unusually lengthy period of eleven years, and, 
as we have already indicated, was marked by some 
extraordinary incidents. In the years now under re- 
view it will be seen that though apprehensions were 
still entertained of Nabob Dawood . Khan, yet the 
ibreign relations of Fort St. George were tolerably 
tranquil. This state of things may be generally 
ascribed to the extreme old age of Aiirimgzebe, 
and the inability of the Mogul to subdue the 
Mahrattas ; and it may here be noticed, what is 
scarcely noticed in the consultations, that Aurung-' 
zebe died on the 21st of February 1707, in the 
eighty-ninth year of his life and fiftieth of his reign. 
The internal events of the Presidency are however 
unusually interesting. Mr. Pitt had very great 
trouble in putting a stop to some disastrous con- 
flicts between the Bight and Left Hand castes, 
which for a long time occasioned an entire stop- 
page of the country trade, besides leading to the 
flight of many necessary handicraftsmen from 
Madras. Mr. Fraser also, who had rendered 
himself so obnoxious to Governor Iligginson 
as to induce the latter to resign, took advantage 
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of the caste dispute to engage in a quarrel with 
Mr. Pitt. We however leave our extracts in gene- 
ral to tell their own story. 

The first refers to the failure of an attempt 
to rear silkworms and oMain raw, silk in Madras. 

"'Monday, 1st Apdl 1T04.. ; We finding that 
the experiment of maMhgitf to be very 

chargeable, the success of which depending entirely 
upon the w^eil growing of the Mulbeny trees, and 
this country being so excessive hoi and dry, there 
is little hope of effecting the same. It is there- 
fore agreed that all the Necauds except two, be re- 
turned to Eengai."' 

The next entry illustrates the losses experienced 
from the claims of the Native Princes to seize all 
ships wrecked upon their coast : and soinetimcs to 
seize vessels which were not suificiently manned 
without any pretence whatever. 

"Thursday, 22nd June., In the year 1702, 
when Eawood Khan was besieging this place, the 
Governor sent the " Bedford’* sloop to Tranqiiebar 
for provisions, but meeting with a long passage, 
was straitened for water, so that they anchored in 
the king of Tanjore’s country, where the people 
seized the vessel and all the men, and put them in 
prison, where they lay several months and were 
used barbarously. The vessel they hauled into a, 
small river, and took out her guns which were 
four,, and also ten candy of China root, and sent it 
to the king. Upon this the President mvte 
several letters to his Chief Minister demanding 
satisfaction ; but all the answer could be had, 
they pleaded the vessel was a wreck, and so of 
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course tlieir riglifc. At which time the Merchants 
of TanjOre had several effects hei-e, which the Pre- 
sident would have seized, but that a Merchant 
here, one Sanka llainana who has great dealings 
to Tanjore, pretended that he would accommodate 
the matter and procure satisfaction j but not hav- 
ing hitherto done anything in it, the President 
acquainted the ' Council that he had a few days back 
seized goods that came from Tanjore for the afore- 
said vessel and cargo. Unto which the Council 
unanimously assented, hoping thereby to discourage 
those countij people, and those adjacent to us 
from doing the like.*’ 

The Patriarch at Pondicherry and Bishop of 
St. Thomd still con tinued their attempts to exer- 
cise ecclesiastical authority within the English go- 
vernment. 

‘‘ Friday, 15 th September. The Capuchins here 
of the Po.rtuguese Church, being under interclic- 
tions from the Patriarch and Bishop of St. Thome, 
who design to put upon us what Padres they 
please, which may be the worst of consequences. 
To prevent which it is agreed, for the satisfaction 
of many of our inhabitants of that persuasion, that 
Padre Loreiiso a Capuchin, be admitted into town 
to exercise his functions in their Church. ” 

A serious emeiitc at St. Thome between the 
Moorish Governor and the Portuguese Governor, 
is thus recorded. 

Monday, 25th. Yesterday in the evening we 
heard that the Portuguese and Moors' had had a 
quarrel wherein was kdled a Portuguese gentleman 
Senor John Eebeiro of good fashion,^ and two 
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lioovs ; occasioned ciiie% by the Moors Goyernor 
after a treacherous manner to liis house who 
they call the Governor of the Portuguese, whom 
lie had designed to have murdered, or used him 
barbarously by imprisonment. The Governor of 
the Portuguese received a slight wound, but upon 
iiring some arms, , the Moors’ Governor and his 
people fled ; two more of whose people we hear 
this day died of their wounds, and three or four it 
is said are in danger thereof. 

” Tuesday, 26th. About five this morning the 
Governor here received a message from the Go- 
vernor and Portuguese inhabitants of St. Thome 
being come to tlie place of our out guards ; who 
<Iesired admittance and protection, which was ac- 
cordingly granted them ; and in the evening one 
of their chief inhabitants, Senor Matthias Cavallo, 
waited on the Governor and acquainted him witli 
the whole matter ; being much as before recited, 
oiily that the original of the quarrel arose from a 
-Moor oflering to take a candle from a young 
woman as they were walldng in procession at 
their feast.'’ 

The following incident is veiy curious, as illus- 
trating the proselyting spirit that prevailed. 

Saturday, 12th May 1705. There being 
never an Ensign now in the Garrison, the Gover- 
nor proposes Seijeant Dixon and Serjeant Pliigo- 
niii for Ensigns, one in each Company. The ob- 
jection agamst Dixon is from an obsolete order of 
the Old Company that no Eoman Catholic should 
bear command in the Garrison ; but in regard 
that they have since employed Commanders Su- 
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percargos to India tliat have been professed ilo- 
man Catholics, we hope it may warrant us in 
making this person an Officer ; he being likewise 
one of the best soldiers we have in the Garrison ; 
and it is not unlikely but his preferment may 
make him return to the Protestant religion. It is 
therefore agreed that the two aforesaid persons be 
made Ensigns, and that the Secretary draws out 
their Commissions accordingly/’ If Ensign Dixon 
did turn Protestant on account of receiving an En- 
sign’s commission, he must have proved a valu- 
a])Ie convert. 

The next extract will prove interesting to local 
antiquarians. 

Monday, 30th July. The President pro- 
poses the hedging and ditcliing of the Island 
round, in order to the improving of it for pastnre 
for cattle, which may be of great use to this Gar- 
rison at all times, and more especially in times of 
trouble from the country.’ \ 

The following entry will explain itself. 

‘'Tuesday, SBtli August. We having had for 
above two years past great complaints of ships 
losing their anchors in the road, and galling their 
cables : which we impute to the road being very 
foul by the many anchors lost, which the muck- 
yard men and all others are discouraged from 
sweeping for, by reason of the Company having 
half salvage, and they at all the charge. So to 
prevent so great a misfortune of any ships driving 
ashore, it is agreed that all people are free to 
sweep the Eoad, and to have whatever they can 
take up, of anchors or anything else for their ia- 
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Ijour ; and no pretensions whatever to be made 
upon them for account of the Company or any 
other ; which is to be notified by the Secretary 
putting up a paper in all languages at the Sea 

Oate/^ . , --v >;• ' ' 

The foUowing euriotfes incidents in reference to 
the wills of Eoman Catholics are very significant. 
The Eoman Catholic inhabitants of Madras had 
been accustomed to prove their wills before the 
Capuchin Eriars ; but complaints had reached the 
Governor and Council that advantage was taken 
of this circumstance to convey a large portion 
of the effects of deceased Eoman Catholics to the 
Partriarch of Antioch at Pondicheriy. Accordingly 
it was ordered that for the future all wills should 
be approved at the Company’s Court. The fol- 
lowing successful attempt to evade this law, may 
be best described in the wcards of the original entry 
in the consultations. 

Tuesday, 7 th May, 1706. This day was read 
a Petition of Donna Johanna Teseira, widow of 
John Baptista deceased, who was many years an 
Alderman of this city ; who, by the inkigation of 
the Padres, a little before his death removed to 
St. Thome ; and leaving a will which his widow 
proved in the Portuguese Court there, and the 
estate divided according to the tenor thereof, and 
the Portuguese customs and laws. But since his 
death his daughter having mai-ried a Portuguese 
inhabitant of this place, who supposing that his 
wife had not her just dividend of her father’s 
estate according to the English laws ; her husband 
Gregoria De Arangeo has commenced a suit 
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agamst the widow in the Mayor’s Court, and has 
attached some moneys in this place, against which 
she prays rdief. ^ And that whereas her hushand 
died at tot. Thome and the will proved there, and 
tiiat all papers and accounts relating thereto re- 
main in that Court according to custom, which 
they ivili not permit to be sent hither to make her 
detence. So upon mature consideration of the 
apprehensions we have of 

the ill-consequences of interfering with the nro- 

eeedmgs of the Courts of other nations ; and con- 
sideuiig that the ^ daughter of the deceased was 
content with her dividend before she maiTried, and 
gave discharges^^fe unanimously 

npeed that an order be directed to the Mayor's 
Court to dismiss the cause, and withdraw any at- 
tacliment they may have issued out against the 
eftects of John Baptista deceased, and leave the 
whole ^ matter to the Portuguese Court at St. 

1 where ail relating to this affair has been 
hitherto transacted.'' 

The eccentricities of the Natives with regard to 
deeds and bonds, are fully illustrated by the fol- 
lowing entry of the same date. 

1 here often arising in this place great dis- 
putes and demands upon accounts and bonds of 
ten, twenty, and thirty years standing, so that it is 
next to impossible to decide the same ; and it 
being generally amongst the Natives, most of wliicli 
stick at no manner of villany, for swearing, lyino* 
Gorging, or any other vile action to gain their end'"- 
to prevent which it is ordered that from the 1st of 
January next ensuing, no bond, bill, or account 
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‘•hall be sueable for ia any oftbe Courts of Justice 
or tlie Choultry of this city, that are of a longer 
standing than seven years ; provided it can be 
TO-oved that within the space of the aforesaid seven 
vears both patties have been resident on the place 
‘six months at one anil tte ^me time, and no de- 
mand has been made of the debt in the Mayor s 
Court and an action colrl^enced fou the same. 

We must now retrace our Steps ^ little to de- 
«cribe the movements of the Nabob DawObd Khan. 
In June 1705 advices had reached Governor Pitt, 
that Dawood had been on a visit to the king 
Aurungzebe, and had retiuned to the Carnatic with 
additional honours and powers. In March this 
vear the Nabob was in the neighboiirliood of fort 
St David, and a letter was received Irom the 
A<i-ent and Council there expressing their appre- 
herisibns of Dawood Khan, and requesting to be 
informed whether they should make him a present. 
Cxovernor Pitt replied,-" We believe it necessary 
to give the Nabob a present if he comes to vour 
place and hope to the amount of three or four 
hundred Pagodas may do, and we would not have 
von to exceed five ; but if you hear he intends to 
‘come to St. Thom^ ft *otild be very well if you 
could evade it, andseitdbim only a present ot 
some liquors ; telling his people that you have no 
Wers from Madras, and that the Governor of 
Madras wiU be grateful to him for Ms civility to 
you ; for if you should present and we too, both 
may be considerable, whereas good part of one, if 
not all, may be saved if you can manage it as be- 
fore dfiected.” 
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In April Dawood returned to Arcot and Go- 
Tcnior Pitt complnnented him with one hundred 
bottles of licpior. Piye aftewards we meet 

with the folio wihg entries in the consultation books 
which will explain themselves. 

‘‘Monday, 23rd September. The King’s Dewan 
who is now at St. Thome, who has all along shown 
great friendship to the Company’s aifairs ; and 
now being sent for up to the Court to supply the 
place of his brother deceased, who was Lord 
Steward of the King’s Household ; — we think it 
for the interest of the Company to make him a 
present to the value of about two hundred or two 
hundred and fifty Pagodas in gold chains, or other 
tilings that may be most acceptable, leaving it to 
the Governor to advice therein. 

“ Thursday, 31st October. This day the Go- 
vernor received advises that Nabob Hawood Khan 
was come to Poonamallee, and from thence de- 
signed for St. Thome ; lipon which we immediately 
despatched our Moolla and Brahmin to Mm with a 
compliment. 

“ Saturday, 2nd November. The Nabob ar- 
riving yesterday at St. Thome, and this morning 
our Moolla and Brahmin returning to us, saying 
that the Nabob receive dvery w^eil the Governor’s 
compliment, and did intend to come and stay some 
days at a Garden house a little to the southward 
of the town ; which was ordered to be cleaned up 
for liis reception if lie continued that resolution, 
which we were resolved should not be encouraged 
to by any invitation. They likewise told us that 
they believed he came not with a design to give 
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US any trouble, whicb they infer from the small 
force he brought with him, which were not above 
live or six hundred horse and foot. He also show- 
ed an earnest desire to dine wdth the Governor.'' 

This intelligence was not wholly satishxctory. 
Hawood Khan had the whole countiy at his com- 
mand, and might have ordered, other forces to 
follow him from Arcot. Moreover he spoke 
many kind things of the English nation, which the 
Moors “ usually do of all people, when they are 
carrying on the worst of designs against them.” 
Accordingly two members of Council and the 
Secretary were sent to pay their respects to him at 
St. Thome ; but were directed to give no answer 
about the dinner, and to say they had no instructions 
upon the subject. The next day, being Sunday, 
the three gentlemen prew^eeded to St. Thomd, and 
met with ‘^extraordinary kind reception,” Ha- 
wood Khan presented them each with an emerald 
ring, w^orth about thirty or forty Pagodas a piece ; 
and also sent a jewel to Governor Pitt of the value 
of a hundi-ed or hundred and fifty Pagodas. Put 
amidst all this ostentation lie ardently pressed for 
an invitation to dinner ; and though the deputa- 
tion postponed their answer, yet Governor Pitt 
considered it expedient to send an immediate in- 
vitation to the Nabob, upon the condition however, 
that he would not bring with him more than 
twenty of his guards. Hawood Khan made the 
necessaiy promise, and the Governor made the 
necessary preparations for the dinner. The result 
is fully recorded in the consultations as follows. 

“ J^fondav, 4th November. Narrain and the 
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Moolla went to -wait on the Nabob at St. Thome 
as ordered this day, and the gentlemen of council 
to the Garden, whither he came about noon ; 
when Narrain discerning that a considerable part 
of his forces followed him, at least 200 horse and 
foot, told him he hoped he did not expect the Go- 
vernor should admit them all into the Tort, who he 
was confident would not admit any more than what 
was agreed on. Therefore he desired the Nabob to 
keep his promise, to which he answered that if he 
went all those must be admitted with him. So 
lighted at the Garden and bid Narrain go and ac- 
quaint the Governor with his resolution, and that 
if he would not be received with all his Company, 
it should be the same thing to him if we sent the 
dinner to bim where he was at the Garden. ’With 
which message Narrain came, and soon after the 
Secretary confirmed the same ; when the Governor 
positively refused to receive him with more than 
twenty men. So ordered the dinner immediately 
to be carried to him to the Garden, with all other 
necessaries ; whither the Secretary and Narmiu 
returned, who were to acquaint the other gentle- 
men with the Governor’s resolution ; and that the 
Guns he intended to fire they should acquaint 
the Nabob were for the King’s health, his 
own, and such of the Great Ministers of State 
as were his friends. About five in the even- 
ing the English gentlemen returned from the 
Garden and gave the Governor the following ac- 
count. That the Nabob first seemed out of hu- 
mour at the answer that was sent him, when it 
was believed he woukl not dine there ; but after 
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some pausing he dissembled his resentment aiul 
sat down to dinner, and ate heartily and tasted 
the liquors sent him which he liked veiy well. 
Aiter^diwier the present was set befqre him, 
which at first he seemingly refused, but afterwards 
accepted of it ; and soom he rose up and re- 
turned to St. Thomo. ^ i ^ ^ i 

The following entry records another scrape of 
Captain Seaton’s. 

» Thursday, a7th February,! 7 07. The Gover- 
nor lavs before the Council the insolent 
Captain Seaton, who on Sunday last hamched pait 
of his Company (and had all had not the 
L commanded them, off) oyer the 
calicoes that lay a dyeing ; notwithstanding there 
was much more than room enough to have march- 
ed the men clear of them as usual. And after- 
wards when the Governor sent for him to demnd 
his reason for doing so base an action, he had the 

impudence to tell him he did not miderstand it. 
Upon wliicli, when he came for the word in the 
everdng, the Governor told him that he was sus- 
pended till he had advised with the Council ; for 
that he thought him not fitting to serve the Com- 
pany any longer, nor would he bear any more 
mil Ms insolencies. It is agreed . that he stands 
suspended, and that the consideration of breaking 
him be referred to another time.” A year after- 
wards Captain Seaton having appealed to the di- 
rectors on the strength of his twenty years service, 
and pleaded some extenuating circumstances, was 
i-einstated in the command of the garrison. 


270^7.1 HISTORY PF MADEASi 49 

Tbe following curious eutqr will explain itself. 

‘‘Tuesday, i7tb June. Tbe Governor produces 
a letter from Bobert Berrimaa of Tort St. David, 
wberein be declares that be bad contracted mar- 
riage with Mrs. Wilson who lately died here, to 
whom be bad made several presents, which were 
found in her lodgings at her death, when the Pay- 
master took an account of her effects. So consi- 
dering the low circumstances of Berriman, it is 
agreed that upon his taking his oath to the list of 
the things he demands, that they were presented 
her upon account of the intended marriage, that 
the Paymaster delivers him the same.’’ 

We now have to draw attention to the quarrel 
which broke out between the Bight and Left Hand 
Castes,’^ and which is fully described in the follow- 
ing extracts. 

The diatinetion between tbe two Hands is said to 
be of I'eceub origin, as no mention is made of them in 
any of the ancient books. Moreover it is almost nn- 
known in the North, and is indeed cbieEy oonined to a 
part only of Sontbern India, la the latter districts, 
most of tbe Hindoo castes are thus separated. The left- 
hand includes the whole tribe of the Vaisya or mer- 
chants, tbe Pancbala or five castes of artisans, together 
with some other mean tribes of tbe Sudras, atid espe- 
cially the caste of Cbakili or cobblers. The Right-band 
includes tbe most distinguished castes of tbe Sudras, but 
its strongest biilwark is the Pariah caste, which still 
gloi'ies in the title of “ Friends of the Right-hand.” 

The opposition between the two bands arises from 
certain privileges to which they both lay claim. The 
matter is generally some triding violation of mamool or 
custom, but not unfreqnently leads to bloody disputes. 
Dabors mentions a contest so dreadful, that many of the 
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'' Thui’sday, S()th lt07. there having 
been lately a dispute between the Higlit and Left 
Hand' Ca^te^,. that- live in the Pettah, about pass- 
ing some streets on occasion of their weddings', 
insonruOh that the Govtoor was obliged to order 
Guards to lie ont^to^ kebp the* peace. To prevent 
farther disturbance it is* agreed that Mr. Uaworth 
the Paymaster takes with him the Gunner, and 
Serampa and Narrain,: Heads for the Eight Hand 
Caste, and Colloway and Vinkettee Ghitties Heads 
for the Left Hand CaSte ; and that they survey 
the Pettahs, and consider of what method may be 
taken to prevent any further disputes of the like 
nature, and report the same to the Governor and 
Council. 

“ Thursday, 17th July. Mr. Eaworth and the 
Gunner, as also the Heads of the Eight and Left 
Hand Castes, report that they had surveyed the 
Pettah, and produced a draught of all the streets 
and buildings in the Pettah, which showed us 
what streets were chiefly inhabited by the Left 
Hand Caste, being Bridge Gate street, and that 
which is called the Chief Peons street ; wherein 
fives but few of the Eight Hand Caste. So to" 
preserve the peace between the two aforesaid 
Castes for the future, we hereby order that those 
few of the Eight hand Caste in the aforementioned 

peaceful inhabitants began to leave their villages, just as 
if a “Mahratta invasion Were impending. This terrible 
commotion arose from a member of the Left-hand stick- 
ing red flowers into his turban. To this day nothing hut 
the strong arm of the police prevents Madras itself from, 
being frequenth' the scene of similar disturbances. 
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streets sell tlieir houses j anci go and live in the 
streets amongst their own Caste ; and that those 
two streets ai’e peculiarly appropriated for the 
Left Hand Caste to pass in at their making their 
weddings and iFestivals ; and that none of the 
night Hand Caste give them the least disturbance 
in that precinct at their utmost peril. And it is 
further ordered that neither Caste may pretend 
ignorance of these limits, that the Paymaster sets 
up foiir Stones at the cost of the Left Hand Caste, 
according as we have directed him in the draught, 
and insert thereon in Engli^ and Gentoo the 
purport of this our order*’^ 

** Thursday, 14th August. The Governor ac- 
quaints the Councl that on the 12th at night 
some disaffected persons to the Government had 
placed papers on the Stones set tip in our Pettah, 
which stinted the bounds of the Left Hand Caste ; 
which papers were wrote in the Idalabar language 
and nou^ produced. 

Since the foundation of this city no siicli thing has 
been known. By the aarthodty dt the*Gov^ernment and 
prevalence of money this >Pil}ar was erected, in con- 
tempt and derison of the Bight Hand Caste, who will 
forfeit the rights of their caste if they do not destroy 
the others like dogs and tumble them down. If it be 
demanded by whose order this was written, it is by the 
will of the King of England and the Company, who will 
not fail to bring these things to paBs:.; and this by way 
of caution.” 

*vThe persons unknown also Md at the foot of 
the Stone, a sort of an enchantment as is esteemed 
in this country, pieces cd* skulls with rice and other 
mixtures. From the translate of the paper it is 



52 


HISTORY OF MADRAS. 


C17<W~7. 


easily to be inferred that some Europeans have had 
a hand in it ; there being expressions that these 
people are wholly strangers to. Of which we 
having considered are come to the following re- 
sult, that a paper be fixed on each stone in all lan- 
guages, as gdso on the Gates in the English and 
Black town ; that if any person ^all come and 
Inform us of what person or persons have fixed the 
aforementioned paper on those Pillars, they shall 
have one hundred Pagodas reward, and his pardon 
if concerned therein. The Heads of the Bight 
Hand Caste were sent for before us, who being 
charged with having a hand in writing these pa- 
pers, which they denied ; agreed that a month's 
time he given them to find out the person or per- 
sons who wrote them ; and that if they do not 
find them, they are to be fined such a sum of money 
as the Governor and Council think fit ; and this 
they were acquainted with. 

“ Tuesday, 19th August. The Governor ac- 
quaints the Board that on Sunday last, being the 
17th instant, that the Bight Hand Caste with a 
Wedding went in great pomp through the street 
which was ordered lately by the Governor and 
Council for the Weddings of the Left Hand Caste ; 
and that upon hearing of which, Jie sent out a 
party of soldiers who seized nineteen of them, who 
are now in prison in the Choultry, who he resolves 
to punish and make examples. 

The Bight Hand Caste came to the Fort this 
day in a considerable body, and delivered in a 
Petition as entered after this consultation ; with 
the heads of which we had a long debate, and 
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what they said tended, as well as the purport of 
their Petition, for us to retract what we have done, 
and that we would give up the Left Hand Caste a 
sacrifice to them. 

The Petition of the eighteen sorts of people 
of the Bight Hand Castes belonging to Chinna- 
patam. 

** Humbly Sheweth, 

Whereas upon the first settlement of the Eng- 
lish in this place, the liberty was granted your 
Petitioners’ Castes to have their streets and habi- 
tations from Tom Clarke’s Gate and the Bridge 
Gate, both within and without ; and to the Left 
Hand Caste was granted from Mud Point Gate, 
both within and without ; two streets which was 
kept and observed by each Caste till broken by 
the troubles which happened to the Trench at 
St. Thome. At which time several people retired 
hither, and without knowledge or permission from 
the Government, built their houses one amongst 
the otlier in both the Pettahs ; which being 
complained of to Sir Wlilliam Langhorn, and 
the ill eifects of the falling out of the two 
Castes being taken into consideration, it was 
ordered that they should not live together ; but 
that the Bight Hand people should go to the place 
that was first granted them .to inhabit, and that 
the Left Hand should go to theirs. Accordingly 
to which order the Bight Hand people did obey, 
and likewise some of the Left Hand people ; but 
others did desire leave to stay till the rains was 
over, which was granted, but after to retire to 
their own streets; which to this day they have not 
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done, but ratlier liave encroaclied more upon your 
Petitioner’s liberty. Likewise the Weddings that 
were made by the Left Hand people that lived 
amongst your Petitioners, were ordered to be kept 
always in their own streets ; but if it happened that 
they did make any Weddings in your Petitioners’ 
streets, it was to be done privately in their own 
houses, without any music, or any sitch ceremony. 
But they now very unreasonably desire your Peti- 
tioners’ streets, which never was done before ; and 
they having complained to your Honour, but upon 
wdiat account or reason we do not know. ISFow in 
the streets wherein the Stones are erected, there 
are one hundred of your Petitioners houses, with 
several Wells, Churches, Gardens, and Choultries ; 
aU which belong to your Petitioners the Eight 
Hand people. Being very many, being twenty-one 
Castes in all of these people, we cannot tell every 
one’s mind. The country people have sent let- 
ters to us, but what they can do for us we do not 
know. We all living under your Honour’s protec- 
tion, are afraid to disoblige your Plonour, there- 
fore stay very quiet. Prom the beginning of the 
world to this day it never was known that any 
Government did take away your Petitioner’s streets, 
and give them to the Left Caste people, which 
they know to he true. How they (the Left Hands) 
having made many false complaints to your 
Honour, which is the occasion of all this 
trouble; for the streets where tlie Stones are 
erected are the first streets of the Eight Hand 
Castes for all strangers that come from the 
country. For these streets that your Honour 
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luis given to the Left Hand Castes is a very great 
dissatisfaction to all the Bight Hand Caste people. 
Therefore your inost humble Petitioners desire 
your tionour would be pleased to take into oon- 
sideration,- and they shall as in duty bound ever 
pray/’ 

‘‘Friday^ 22nd August. The foregoing cori- 
sultations of late mention, several passages relating 
to the Bight Hand Caste and Left. Of the for- 
mer many have deserted us, and the others have 
locked themselves up in their houses in town ; 
which, chiefly consisting of Boatmen, Washermen, 
Ksheraien, and other necessary handicrafts, the Go- 
vernor summoned all his Council except Mr. 
PT^ser ; who he was jealous had betrayed us in 
IVhat we had doiie, as to settling the dispute be- 
tween the Castes. And the Governor gave us 
this instance of it. That when on the 19 th past, 
he acquainted the Board of the insolence of the 
Pariahs who weiit through the Left Hand streets 
with a Wedding and what he had done thereon ; 
when immediately Mr. PraSer according to his 
custom made a long senseless speech, the purport 
shewing that he was flow against what had been 
transacted in consultation about the Castes } which 
no notice was taken of, as coming from him. But 
then the next miiiute the Bight Hand Caste deli- 
vered their Petition, which wms presently read, and 
entirely agreed with the purport of what just be- 
fore Mr. Fraser spoke; When the Governor im- 
mediately charged Mm with making or reading of 
it, which he then denied in great confusion, and 
the same Was taken notice of % Messrs. Baworih 
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and Frederick present in Council. So the Governor 
this day laying before the Board the worst of con- 
sequences that might attend the Company’s aifairs, 
as well as our own persons, to have one amongst 
us to betray our, counsels ; of which the Council 
being equally sensible, desired Mr. Fraser might 
be sent for which was . ac^rdingly done. When 
he was charged with what before mentioned, and 
told by the Governor that it was impossible that 
he could make a speech so coherent with a Petition 
that was just after delivered in, without having- 
made or read it ; to which he made no other de- 
fence than that we should prove it if we could. 
The Governor at the same time charged him with 
directing the Malabar inscription that was put 
upon the Stones, which he denied with strange 
asseveration and execratioBS, but to the making 
or reading the Petition only a plain denial. So 
after he told us he had no more to say in Ms de- 
fence, the Goveimor desired him to withdraw, which 
he refused to do, but afterwards obliged him to it. 

When we debated the nature of his olfenee, 
and the ill consequences of any of the Council en- 
couraging Petitions against our proceedings in 
general, or such in particular as he Mmself seem- 
ingly agreed to, without the least hesitation to 
anything that was done relating to the castes : — 
the Governor to prevent Ms doing further mis- 
chief, pressed the necessity of his being suspended 
the Company’s service ab officio et beneficio ; al- 
leging that no inconvenieucy could accrue from it, 
for that his abilities were so little considerable, 
that all of us knew in our consciences that he 
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never merited rice and wa^er from tlie Company ; 
but yet with his malice, pride, and envy, he has 
often made strange progress in mischief, and 
wholly inctipable of doing good. And it is not 
amiss to insert one or two passages, though 
foreign to this present matter. Some time past, 
upon a suspicion that tliere was a difference be- 
tween the Oovemor and IVIr. Ba worth, an impu- 
dent Dubash, that was often trusted with Mr. 
Fraser’s whispers, came up to Mr* Ea worth in his 
chamber, and told him that he heard there was a 
difference between the Governor and him, and that 
he treated him as he did others j but if he would 
stand against him and come and join with Mr, 
Fraser and his party, he was sure they -would be 
able to suppress him : upon which Mr. Haworth 
treated him as became him by kicking him down 
stairs. About five years past there came from Ooa 
a Theatine Padre, an Englishman, Milton by name, 
who often passed bet'ween this place and Fort St, 
David, and several times came to the Governor for 
leave to build a Chapel here or at Fort St. David ; 
which he positively refused him, considering that 
the -worst of consequences maist attend it, or that 
it would be to the great dislike of the Company to 
have an English priest here of the Popish religion, 
■for that being such he ought to die by our law . 
Yet nevertheless one Joseph Hiller, a great consort 
of Mr. Fraser, bought a piece of ground here 
(without any leave or knowledge of the Governor) 
for Milton ; oil which he immediately erected a 
iabrick after the model of a convent, and had made 
considerable progress therein, before the Governor, 
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who was going to the Garden one morning, knew 
anything of it. When he immediately sent for 
Padre Milton, and demanded of him how he came 
by that ground, and who gave him leave to 
build on it ; who answered Mr. Hiller bought 
it for Inm. „,Upon which the Governor order- 
ed him immediately to desist from building, 
and by six at night to depart the place ; whicii 
he accordingly did to St. Thom6 ; wltere a little 
time after, Mr. Prasex and otliers went to dinner 
with him, and has often been seen conversing with 
him at that end of the town. Thus whenever the 
Governor has frowned upon any one for crimes 
and misdemeanors, whether white men or black, 
it is well known they were always cherished 
by Mr. Fraser ; who has been the pest of tlie 
Government, as well as the ridicule and scum 
of the place. Yet notwithstanding all before 
juentioned is ^vell known to be great truths to 
every man that sits at the Board, who desired the 
Governor to leave him out in the sorting Summons, 
for that he was so impertinent and troublesome 
that no business could be done ; yet they w^ere 
generally unwilling to suspend him the service, 
till the Governor solemnly averred that he would 
sit no more with him in Council, nor give his 
opinion in any afairs more of the Company’s 
where he was present ; which induced the Council 
unanimously to suspend him the Company’s ser- 
vice officio et beneficio till their pleasure vras 
known in this matter ; which the Secretary is or- 
dered to acquaint him therewith, and that we will 
give him a copy of what we wTite home to the 
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Company relating to him, that so his defence and 
answer may go therewith,” 

The following extract from a General Letter 
from the Court of Directors, dated 4th February, 
1708, will show how Mr, Fraser fared, notwith- 
standing the abuse bestowed on him by Governor 
Pitt." ■■■ ■ ■ ■ 

The charge against Mr. Fraser we have con- 
sidered, and would hope no Englishman, especial- 
ly none of our servants, would be guilty of such 
pernicious practices, which strike at the root of the 
well being of the place ; and are more inclined to 
this opinion, because we find in the consultation 
of the 22nd August, that the Council were gener^ 
ally unwilling to suspend him, which we cannot 
think they would be if they apprehended he was 
justly taxed ; and that it was Mr, Pitt’s solemn 
averring he would sit no more with him, that pre- 
"^'ailed with them. We have therefore reinstated 
him, as thinking it not fit to give so much counte- 
nance to any Governor whatsoever, as to approve 
his single opinion, against all the rest of the Goun- 
cil, in a ease of this nature, which if it was true 
does not fully appear to ns to have been proved ; 
tliough we shall always lodge a power in our Presi- 
dent and Ooimcii to suspend any of the Council or 
other subordinates, when they have or tliink they 
have a just reason ; and if it be of great crimes 
they are charged with that deserves confinement, 
we shall approve it.” 

For the sequel of the dispute between the Bight 
and Left Hands we must refer our readers to our 
next chapter. 
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CHAPTEE XXL 

QUARRELS BETWEEN THE RIGHT AND LEFT 
HANDS IN THE GOVERNORSHIP OF 
MR. THOMAS PITT. 

1707. 

The quarrel between the Eight and Left Hand 
Castes j which resisted in the flight of the former 
to St. Thome, is one so extraordinary in its nature, 
and so iHustrative of the character of the people, 
that we have deemed it advisable to tell the whole 
story as much as possible in the lanj^uage of the 
Eecords*, only abridging those portions which 
are mere reeapitidations. These extracts are all 
taken from the consultation books during the 
latter half of 1707, and are arranged in strict 
chronological order 

“Monday, S5th August, 1707. This morning 
early the Governor siimmoned twelve of the princi- 
pal of the heads of each Caste, who were shut up 
in a room to adjust matters now in dispute between 
the Castes ; which they acquainted him about 
noon they had done. Upon which at four this 
afternoon the Council was summoned, when the 
number of each Caste appeared ; when unanimous- 
ly and in a most solemn manner they declared they 
had agreed on the following terms. 

1st. That none but the Eight Hand Caste 
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sliould live in the Pettali commonly called tlie Ped- 
da Naik’s Pettali. 

“ 2nd. That the Pettah called Mootel Pettali 
should be inhabited by none but the Left Hand 
Caste. 

3rd. That whereas there are a great many 
of the Left Hand Caste in the Pedda Naik’s 
Pettah, and so likewise of the Eight Hand Caste in 
Mootel Pettah, it is agreed that each Caste com- 
mence removing their Houses on or before the 1st 
of December to their respective Pettalis before men- 
tioned ; and that the same be ail completed on or 
before tbe 1st of Junej 1738 j and if any that have 
houses in either of the Pettahs can agree upon the 
sale or exchange thereof, they are at liberty to do 
it, or pull down and carry the materials to the 
Pettah appointed for tliem to live in. 

“ 4tb. That no Weddings by either Caste 
shall be made in the streets in the Pedda Naik’s 
Pettah lately in dispute between them, till that 
Pettah be wholly inhabited by the Eight Hand 
Caste., 

“ 5th. That in Mootel Pettah they shall keep 
their Weddings there according lo custom, till the 
Right Hand Caste arc remov > ; out of it. 

“ 6th. That in neither of thes<: Pettahs before 
mentioned, no one shall sell bis house but to one 
of his own Caste. 

7th, That whereas the. arc Boatmen, Las- 
kars, and Pishemen that h . v. . their houses by the 
sea side in Mootel PetUiu. i h agreed that they 
remain there as they now av .vilioout giving any 
molestation to the Left ILuhi Oasie, 
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8tb. Thattos we ordered in Consultation of 
the 17tli July Stones to be erected for stinting the 
limits of the Left Hand Caste making their Wed- 
dings in the Pedda Naik’s Pettah, and a suitable 
inscription thereon ; ^we now at the request of 
both Castes agree that the inscription be cut out ; 
but the Stones remain for such inscriptions to be 
made on them as the Governor and Council shall 
think ht hereafter. 

To all the foregoing articles the Governor and 
Council do now agree ; with which the Eight 
Hand Caste are ordered to acquaint their people 
that are now withdrawn, that they now return to 
their obedience without further delay ; which they 
readily promise to do. 

Wednesday, 27th. Notwithstanding that ail 
matters seem to be so fairly adjusted before us on 
the 25th past between the two Castes, we have 
seen no good effect of it by the people returning to 
their duty. So the Governor ordered this day to 
to be brought before him in Council, Serapa, 
Nara Verona, Siinka Eama, and Andee Chitty, 
— and charged them as chief instruments in 
raising the present rebellion ; and the informa- 
tion of which he had had from one of their own 
Caste, who was in the conspiracy, wdio said they 
had a great difficulty to stir up the poor Handi- 
crafts ; and that the Pariahs who are the most 
numerous, refused to stir unless they sent with 
them one of their heads of the Caste with one 
thousand Pagodas to pay their subsistence, which 
they accordingly complied with ; and the Go- 
vernor was informed 'who had contributed thereto ; 
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and when tliey proposed it to the Boatmen, 
Washermen, and Kshermen, they likewise refused, 
saying they would not leave the livelihood they 
had there for an uncertainty ; but with much per- 
suasion they prevailed with them, upon giving 
them a note under their hands that they would pay 
them in proportion for the days they w^ere absent, 
according to what they usually got here ; and that 
they would allow Batta or subsistence money to all 
that sliould desert us (of which the Governor had 
daily intelligence from St. Thome) which was paid 
them. They(the four Natives summoned) denied all ; 
knowing that whoever of their Caste came in as 
evidence against them wms in no small danger of 
their life. So the aforementioned prisoners the 
Governor ordered to be kept in safe custody, and 
used suitable to their crimes, 

“ Friday, 29th. This day \vere before us 
Serapa, Nara Yerona, Sunka~ Bama, and Anclee 
Chittyofthe Eight Hand Caste, and Golloway 
Chitty, Yinkettee Chitty, Petombee Chitty, and 
Cornapa Chitty of the Heft Hand Caste; when 
having a Brahmin present, they swore to be 
true to the Company’s interest, and to lay 
aside all animosity between them relating to their 
castes, or any other dispute ; and that they woiikl 
use their utmost influence to compose the present 
differences on that account ; as also to stand by the 
agi*eernent made in Consultation the 2 5th instant ; 
and for the security of Serapa and the other three, 
four of the Right Hand Caste, the Peclda Naik, 
and ten Cuomities were bound for their persoiial 
appearance. 
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The Governor acquainting that none that 
had deserted were come in since the agreement 
between the two Castes, which he imparted to 
their fear as well as shame. So advised that a 
paper might be published in the nature of a gene- 
ral pardon; which he now produced, and was 
read, and accordingly agreed to, and ordered to 
be set up in the Gates and Mettows in the Gen- 
too and Malabar, and one in English at the Sea 
gate as follows : 

" Whereas some wicked and evil designing 
people of the Eight Hand Caste, seduced by 
others as wicked in the Government, have went 
about for some sinister ends to make an insurrec- 
tion and rebellion in this Government ; and the 
better to effect their hellish designs, have deluded 
the poor and ignorant with a false notion that we, 
the Governor and Council, had favoured the Left 
Hand Caste to prejudice theirs ; whereas nothing 
was done by us but by the advice and consent of 
the principal of their heads ; and since this dispute 
has happened, matters have been thoroughly can- 
vassed by twelve of each heads of the Caste, and 
all differences adjusted and finally ended before us 
in Council ; yet nevertheless, we hear that some 
people are still carrying on their ill designs to dis- 
turb the peace and tranquillity of the Government, 
which induces ns to publish this our order and 
intentions. 

“ That whereas we have always showed great 
tenderness of the welfare of our inhabitants, and 
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U)ok especial care to provide for tlie poor and la^ 
hoiiring’ people, who tliree or four of tke rich and 
crafty have imposed iipon them, so as to in alee 
them desert us, and, to terrify them from rcturm 
iiig to their duty, give out the Government will 
punish them suitable to their crimes. 

“ We tlicrefore have thought lit to publish this 
our General Pardon to all such wdio have been 
r‘oiicerned in this insmTection ; promising and 
declaring that such who return to tlieir habitations 
and duty on or before the 10th of September next, 
arc pardoned hereby to all intents and purposes, 
as if they had not been concerned therein ; and 
such as do not comply herewith, their houses and 
estates shall be seized for the Company’s use, and 
tlieir persons wdien and wherever apprehended, 
within tlie Company’s jurisdiction, shall be pro- 
eceded against with the utmost rigour ; and more 
p;articiilarly such who shall after the tlate hereof 
contribute any money or otherwise towards tlui 
updiolding, maintaining, or employing’ any that shall 
not come in by the time herein limited. Sealed 
with the Company’s seal,' and dated at Fort St. 
George, this 29tli day of August, one t.hou^^ami 
seven hundred and seven.” 

Nothing appears to have^ transptired between 
the 2 9 til of August and the i 0 th of September 
speeilied in the General Pardon ; hut on the latter 
date we lind the following significant entry. 

^'Wednesday, 10 th September. The Governor 
summoned the Council to acquaint them, that he 
was just then informed that ill the night the Stones 
were stolen away ; which we considered of, and. 
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iliougli the impudence of the action desciTes the 
strictest enquiry and punishment, and the lui- 
mediate erecting others, yet it \yas unanimously 
agreed that we desist from doing either till these 
troubles are over ; though obliged the Pedda iNaik 
to give twenty thousand Pagodas, lor his personal 
impearance, who most doubtless have a hand, in it, 
or at least knows of the talcing away the Stones. 

“ Those of the flight Hand Caste that have de- 
serted, retiring to St. Thome, have sent for the 
heads of their Caste out of the country, who wrote 
U3 this day a most saucy and impudent letter,, the 
translate of which is entered after this consultation, 
wherein is a clause that they cite former Consulta- 
tions ; which is a plain indication that some of 
our people had the penning of that letter ; aim 
though they cpiote is as a precedent for us, it is a 
sign they do not understand it, we having acted 
in” this matter exactly according to that clause. 

“ From Delkway Donne Paulo Chitty, etc., of 
the Bight Hand Caste, of the four corners and fiftv 
six countries of the world, to the Hon bio riiomas 
Pitt, Esq. and Council. 

“ Ji-om the first foundation of Madras it was 
never known that the Left Hand Caste should be ad- 
hered to by wrongly informing your Honours to tlio 
prejudice of the llight Hand Caste ; upon who.se as- 
sertions you have erected Stones in our streets, and 
given the same from us ; coneeming which an ad- 
dress was made to your Honours by way of Petition, 
upon perusal whereof you directed that your Peti- 
tioners were at liberty to stay or go where they 
pleased, which you repeated three time.s. Ac- 
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cordingly tliey came to St. Thome, from whom 
they wrote your Honours ; and we hearing the 
matters are come liither. 

“ From the beginning of the world it was neyer 
before known that the Left Hand in the fifty six 
countries thereof, ever erected a Stone in the Fight 
Hand Street, nor was it ever allowed by any Go- 
vernment. 

“ One of your predecessors wfith Timmia and 
Verona did appoint certain streets for the Left 
Hand Caste, and directed how they should act, ns 
upon your Consultation does appear ; upon exa- 
mination whereof advantage would accrue to the 
Company, which you have hitherto omitted to do 

From your first settlement justice and equity 
iiave been distributed with an equal hand in your 
place ; wliicli has occasioned many to resort to 
you, and to increase in wealth under your protec- 
tion ; but upon this occasion of erecting Stones 
we must have recourse to the customs of the coun- 
try; this ^ve write to a charitable people who we 
know will observe the same, 

St. Thome, September 9th, 1707. 

Sunday, 14th. The Armenians, Persians, 
and Patans, perceiving that the Governor and 
Council was not fairly dealt -with in this dispute 
between the Castes ; and that the persons wlio an* 
em|)loyed and confided in to accommodate it, are oi‘ 
tile Eiglit Hand Caste, all of whom bad been either 
active or passive in raising this difference ; and 
knowing we had no other, they came in a body 
of fifty or sixty, and tendered their semce. 
IVlieii the Governor summoned what of the Cotm- 
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cil were to be found, and we accepted of their ser- 
vice and mediation ; who promised to-morrow to 
go some of them to St. Tkomo, to which place the 
&ght Hand Caste have retired and sent for seve- 
ral of their heads out of the country, who are come 
to them ^ and they promised to take witli them 
Narmin our Brahmin and MooUa, when they will 
demand of them the reason of their desertion, and 
accommodate matters as wed as Hiey can, and as 

soon as possible. 

'' i^Ionday, 1 5th. The Govemdr with the Secre- 
being widting a General Letter to the Coni- 
tany in 'the Consultation Boom, there came a 
fcusbardar, or messenger, to him from St. Thonid, 
rdio was sent by tlie Nabob to turn out tlie old 
Governor ttee, and put in a new one. He had 
been here two or three times before, and seemed 
to be concerned at the troubles we had about tht^ 
Castes ; which he said were frequent in the coun- 
try, and sometimes grew to such a pitch that tlie 
Government found a great deal of trouble and dif- 
vciilty to quell thein ; and he said that, by some 
discourse he had had with them, he fo\ind them 
very imfud^t and saucy ; and that the source of 
ear troubles was not from them in St. Thome, but 
rVom mir own inhabitants tb|it remained in town, 
vdno not only gave them directions, but also sent 
fliem their subsistence. lie also added, saying to 
Hm Governor, you are likewise betrayed by some 
reople that sits with you at this Table. So asking 
idni by the Linguist what he meant, he answ^ereci 
ihiii yesterday, talking -with three or four of the 
aeads of Castes, they told him that the Second of 
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Council (Mr. Fraser) was of their side ; and that 
without he was restored to his employ they would 
not return on any terms ; but if he would come 
they would meet him anywhere, and return witli 
him without insisting on any pardon ; for that 
they were assured he was their friend, and that he 
never consented to wliat the Governor and Council 
had done in favour of the Left Hand Caste, and 
that he was against putting up the Stones ; whicli 
belief in them had gained him such a reputation 
amongst the mob, that they went up and down 
the streets in his hearing, crying o\it Chiniia 
Captain,'’ “ Chimia Captain,” which implies in 
their language the Second. On which the Go- 
vernor asked him (the Gusbavdar) whether lie luul 
heard sikF, discourse more than once from tin.' 
licads of the Caste, lie answered three or fon: 
Mines, and tiic mob (wymg out as before mcntionci!. 
Upon wdileli the Governor told him that in the 
<'v<:uivig there would be several of his people there 
to talk to them, wlicn we desired him to aver what 
he was told before by the heads of the Castes ; to 
which lie readily answered he would. This man 
seemed to be a very sober judicious person, a 
strai.gerin these parts of the country, and could 
have no manner of interest in saying "what ho did. 
There was present at this discourse the Secretary 
whom the Governor ordered to take Minutes ; and 
ibr Lingnisl was present the Mooila Narrain, and 
daupilia, .llrahmin ; who all averred that win ren. 
ll\ey had been several times to St. Tliome about this 
imsiaess, they had often heard the mob cry out for 
the Cliiuna Captain,, 
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“ Tuesday, 16fcli. The Governor summoned 
this Council, when he reported to them what dis- 
course he had with the Gusbardar, as entered in 
a diary note of yesterday, in the presence of the 
Secretary, Moollaj and Paupilia Brahmin, 

who all confessed th#:«»ii„< The three latter now 
n0c|uakted,us afternoon they 

accompanied several Armenians 
to Bi, Thom^ this tiif- 

ference between the O^ste^ I Who, were stopped by 
tlie mob at the Gate,- whilst they sent in word to 
their heads for admittance ; rvhere they continued 
near twm hours, and no answer but several affronts ; 
and whilst there heai'd the mob cry out, as 
Gusbardar told us, for the Chiniia Captain, and 
who asked Narrain and several of our people why 
lie did not come, for. ;notling- t^uld be done to ■ 
wards their return without hkn. The heads of the 
Bight Hand Caste at St. Thomd wrote several let- 
ters to those of their Caste remaining here (at 
j\Iadras) ; threatening their lives and being turn- 
ed out of their Caste, if they did not come 
to them. This much intimidated the poor people, 
hut .Those of any substance little regarded it, 
since that we kept , so good guards to defend 
them from the threats ; and what is to be ob- 
served and generally believed that all the people 
who have left us are not worth ive thousand Pago- 
das. Nan-ain likewise acquainted us that all the 
heads of the Bight Hand Caste remaining in town, 
met last night and wrote a letter to our inliabi- 
tants of their Caste in St. Thomd ; the purport of 
which vras to let them knew they were satisfied in 
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all matters relating to their Caste ; and therefore 
whatever ill consequences attend further disputes, 
they cleared themselves^ of it and laid it wholly at 
their doors. The messenger that carried the letter 
just now arriving was brought in before us, who 
acquainted us that they at St. Thome had returned 
no answer to theii* Caste in writing, but bid hiiii 
tell them that they would accept no Cowle than 
what was signed by Mr. Traser, and that the Stones 
must be brought to St. Thome or put into the 
Pagoda. We were also at this time speaking of a 
report that had ran about town for two or three 
days, that the Castes were rose one against the 
other at Fort St. Davids where several had been 
killed, amongst which foiir or hve of our soldiers 
' and an officer mortally \?ounded. I'he Governor 
said he believed it not, though he had heard of It. 
Mr. Frederick said he had heard it from several, 
but being also told it by his dubash, who said he 
had it told him from Mr, Fraser’s dubasli, who was 
sent for, when denied it. But the other confronting 
him with naming the time and place, where ancl 
when he had told it him, caused the Governor to 
give credit to it, and punished him immediately 
for spreading false reports. This was done to 
encourage the Eight Hand Caste, and doubtless 
by order of his master, or some of his accom- 
plices ; whose chief dubash one Fango, a crafty 
profligate villain, is actually now at St. Thome, 
holding with the Eight Hand Caste in all their 
counsels. So hearing aE before mentioned in this 
day’s consultation, and what passed yesterday 
with the Gusbardar, riv«ts in us a belief that the 
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iiignt liana caste, nas got Mr. I'raser among 
them for their tool, or they durst not have adven- 
tured to have done what th^ey have. So consider- 
ing that if this quarrel between them increases, it 
will be an, unspeakable pr^udice to the Company, 

and to agree 

to their insolent and sah'Cf i&mands may in futu- 
rity be attended with the like ill consequences : — . 
to prevent all which it i$ agreed to send for Mr.. 
Fraser, when the Governor charged him with 
ivhat before mentioned, and telling Mm, from 
which we are sufficiently confirmed, that he was 
at the head of this vile and base action, which oc- 
casioned the dispute between the Castes, that no 
less than threatened the destruction of the place. 
To which he answ^ered that it was all a grand 
^^TOpse, and fiatly denied alii So being ordered 
to withdraw we considered of the whole matter ; 
when it T.vas unanimously agreed that Mr. Fraser! 
wdio is now removing out his lodgings in t}u^ 
Fort to a house in the town, that he be continued 
tliereiii and confined, without permitting any one 
to come to discomse him, but in the presence of the 
sentinel. The Captain of the Guard was sent for, to 
whom the Governor gave a charge accordingly/’ 
Tuesday, SSrd. The Governor and Council 
having granted a pardon to the Eight Hand Castc‘ 
(now' at St, Tliom^Q being at the request of several 
Persians and Armenians, who desired that Doctor 
Lewis and Padre Michael may go with them to 
deliver the pardon and accompany them in tlieir 
return. Accordingly the refractoiy members of tlr:* 
dight Hand Caste came out of St, Thome all to- 
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getiier about nine this morning. But wbeii they 
came near the town, they took disgust at something 
or other, the certainty unknown to us, and returned 
again to St. Thome ; the Pariahs surrounded the 
inhabitants and forced them to go with them. So 
Narrain, being in hopes of giving them satisfac- 
tion, went mth them, who they abused in several 
respects and confined ; but was the next day dis- 
charged upon a threatening letter from the Go- 
vernor that he would fetch him by force.’" 

The pardon which had proved so nearly success- 
ful in bringing the Bight Hand Caste irom St. 
Thome was as follows. 

‘‘ A Cowle granted by Thomas Pitt, Esq., Go- 
vernor of P^ort St. George, and Council to the 
Bight Hand Caste. 

Whereas you deserted us by reason of our 
giving your streets to the Left Hand Caste, which 
we have again returned to you 5 and whereas you 
say we have given a writing to them on that 
account or any other, we say it is forged and 
false, if any such one be produced. Therefore 
you may depend upon this Gowle, and re- 
tiim to your duty, and enjo/ your ancient 
privileges according to salabad ; giving this before 
the Great God above and Jesus Christ that we will 
righteously perform, and that none shall be pun- 
ished on this account hereafter. Given under our 
hands and the lion’ble Company’s seal in Port St, 
George, this 22nd of September, 1707.” 

The failure of this pardon seems to have driven 
Governor Pitt frantic, if we may judge from the 
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following extraordinary resolution, wHcli he ar- 
rived at the following day^ 

^ * Wednesday, 24th* We finding no likelihood 
of putting an end to these troubles between the 
Gasfe, for that the insclency of the Pariahs daily 
increases, a partixMai* instance of which we had 
yesterday by their fdrtang the inhabitants to return, 
and imprisoning ^ and abusing Narrain. The Go- 
vernor proposed the attacking of St. Thom(? the 
26th at break of day (where they are harboured) 
put as many of them as possible to the sword, 
but no inhabitant of any Caste else ; which was 
unanimously agreed to in Council, and prepara- 
tions immediately made accordingly ; resolving* to 
march two hundred and fifty soldiers, two hundred 
tallies, and two hundred peons, as also eighteen 
hundred peons which the Left Hand Caste have 
rais^ since the troubles fdr their security ; and 
the Governor disposed matters to effect the kme, 
Thursday, 25th. The preparations being made 
for attacking oiu* Pariahs in St. Thome to-morrow 
morning, which alarmed several inhabitants, more 
espemiUy Armenians,^ Moors, etc. who nightly 
importuned us ^to desist ; for that many ill conse- 
quences would attend it, and that they were sure 
VTO could not -effect our ends in cutting off the 
Panahs, who wouM certainly ffy into the country • 
besides our Pedda Naik who pressed us to desist 
Hom our intended enterprise ; saying that the new 
G;oyemor ofSt. Thome would be there to night 
with whom he was well acquainted, and could 
]^evail with him to turn them out of the town, or 
else he would be obliged to bring the Goyernor 
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twenty or tWrty of their- heads. So considerms 
the numerous importunities, Wfe deferred our design 
two or three days to see whether milder means 
would oblige tlieir return. 

‘‘Wednesday, 1st October. The Governor ae- 
quamted the Council that he observes the new Go- 
vernor of St. Thomd is weary of onr mob, and 
seems to endeavour what he can to persuade them 
to return. Yesterday our people going in ' hopes 
to have_ brought them back, they then insisted 
upon signmg a paper amongst themselves, and 
that those we sent should join them ; which' they 
refused, telling them they could not do it without 
the Governor s leave the purport of which paper 
IS that they may have leave to rebel when they 
please; the translate of it, is as follows. 

^“ All the inhabitants of the Eight Hand Caste 

ot Oliinnapatam have entered into an agreement in 
the presence of the Eight Hand Caste of the 
country, viz. • t / , . , : , , 

I “ Whereas the Left Hand Caste hare broke the salla- 
had by erecting Ston^ m our , streets, upon which wa 
deserted theplaee, and pe: come hither ; since which 
the Governor and_ Council hare taken away the Stones 
audgiveirus their CoWle that all shall bo settled and 
go according to p,lIAad, which we will uiianimouslv 
endeOTour to maintain ; and notwithstanding, should 
tlx© C^TOvemor act contrary, to his Cowk nr +w 
the Left ^and Cagte should take upon them more 
than their duty, we jointly agree to ©tand by one anS 
for the saying our credit ; and whoever of tis act con -< 
trary to which herem ^ mentioned shall be turned out of 
theCaste, and the in^iuties shall light upon them ^ 

befalls such who sacniicos a cow, woman Brahmin anr? 
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“ So ujjon our shewing a detestation and abhor- 
rence to ^ve leave to their signing such a paper, 
it was laid aside j and, as the Governor is credibly 
informed, that that paper, as well as others we 
have received . during these troubles from the 
^ht Hand Cast^ verb 4rawn up and framed by 
that notorious miscreant, Timapa, a fellow adapted 
to all manner of villany^ -and always a great favour- 
ite and privy counsellor of Mi-. I raser, and a com- 
pamon of his chief dubash.” 

“ The heads of the Castes and mob which de- 
serted us, having accepted of our pardon the 32nd 
last month, and still every day starting new de- 
mands, and refuse to •return, we unanimously 
agreed this day to send to them our Moolla and 
Brahmin, to demand of them their final answer, 
whether they would return upon our pardon or not 
and if not to demand it of them. ’ 

“ Thursday, 2nd, The MooUa and Brahmin 
1 etui mug last night from St. Thome, acquainted 
ns that according to our order they had demanded 
om- pardon given our inhabitants that are fled 
there ; who have refused to return it, promising 
that they would^come back to-day, but that it was 
not a good day_j . but to-morrow or next day they 
would not fail, if those of their Caste here came to 
meet them. At last, as will be seen by the fol- 
lowing entry, the refractory Eight Hands were 
induced to return. 

^ “ Satiu’day, 4th. Tks evening about seven 
I o clock the Governor of St. Thome, being a Gentoo 
and of the same Caste that deserted us, came with 
oiir people that went hence this morning, am.!. 
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brougiit back di tbe deserters. The heads ap- 
peared before the Goveruor and were dismissed to 
their habitations, with assurances that their pardon 
should be kept inviolable. 

** Monday, 6th. Muttombee, the Governor of St. 
Thome, having to all appearance taken a great 
deal of pains to efiect the returning of those that 
deserted ; — it is therefore agreed that the following 
present be made him ; the amount of which, in a 
seasonable time, to be paid the Company by the 
Eight Hand Caste. 

Scarlet 1 piece.,. Aurora^ 1 piece... Ordinary Red, 1 

[piece. 

Green 1 piece... Looking Glasses... Swords 4. 

1 Pair Pistols 6 Pair Spectacles. Knives and pen* 

1 piece of Sergo. [knives. 

'' The deserters or rebels returning the 4th at 
night, who for some time refused to accept our 
pardon, or any proposals but what should be made 
by Mr. Fraser ; for which reasons therein he was 
confined ; alter which they never so ranch as men- 
tioned his name, so that none can believe but that 
they moved by his direction j but being returned 
again, agreed that his conhxiement be taken off, 
and he set at liberty ; when the Captain of the 
Guard was sent for, and the Governor acquainted 
Mm therewith.’’ 

A ibrtiiight’s quiet passed away, and the storm 
having subsided, we find the following entries. 

“ Monday, ^Oth. The AVasliemen that desert- 
ed upon the late dispute between their Castes, 
who on their retiuru freely declared that they were 
forced away by the heads of their Caste, who had 
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combined witli the Belljawarr j besides they com- 
plained of great injustices that they had received 
from the heads of their Caste, and desired they 
may have other four heads ; and they would not 
only pay what the , Washers pay, but also sign a 
paper that they would not desert again on any pre- 
tence whatever, tTpon which they presented four 
heads of their own choosing, which we approved 
of and tasherift thern wheh the whole body signed 
the paper as agreed on, * 

Tuesday, 21st, The officer at Bridge Gate 
bringing in this morning to the Governor a Cajan 
letter that he found hung u|)on a post near the 
Gate, which when translated seemed to be from a 
body of the Bight Hand Caste ; the purport of 
which was to disown the villany which had been 
done in the nanae of their Caste, and charging the 
contrivers of it to he Narrain, Serapa, Timapa, 
Sunka Bama, and Andee Chitty i upon which we 
sent for the five persons before mentioned, to whom 
our Brahmin read the letter, which as we expect- 
ed they disowned knowing anything of it. So we 
agreed tliat they five should go to the Pagoda 
with our Brahmin, and there send for tlie heads of 
all their Castes, to whom they should read the 
letter, and find out if possible the truth and 
author of it. But in the evening the five persons 
mththe Brahmin returned, and acquainted the 
Governor that they had all been at the Pagoda, 
where the letter was read to their Caste, who 
disowned they knew anything of it. 

“ Wednesday, 22nd. This morning was brought 
in four papers that were fixed on the outside ol* 
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tke bastions of tke inward Fort i tlie piu’port of 
wbicli being full of tbe most opprobious dangnage 
against tlie Governor ; charging him to be the 
author of the Oajan letter read yesterday. The 
authors of which are doubtless the five persons, 
Narrain, etc., who we in our consciences believe 
were the sole contrivers of the late rebellion, and 
are not a little nettled in fearing that that villany 
will in a little time be proved upon them. 

Thursday, 30th, The Governor produces a 
paper in the Gentoo language signed by President 
Baker, Agent Greenhill, and Mr. Gurney, dated 
in the year 1652,^ for composing differences 
amongst the Eight and Left Hand Castes ; which 
he had from the latter, and doubtless the other 
had the same ; by which it appears that the Go- 
vernor and Council now acted as tliey did then ; 
the translate of which is as follows. 

** In Fort St. George belonging to the Eight 
Honorable English Company, before the Honora- 
ble President Baker, agent Greenhill, and Mr. 
Gurney, were present Gonuaree Chitty, and 
Sheshadree Haik, inhabitants of Chinnapatam. 
There having of late been several differences and 
disputes between the Castes about their streets, 
which this day is settled ; and in case it be not 
observed by each Caste in regard to their Wed- 
dings and Burials, the irst breaker of it shill for- 
feit a thousand dollars. 


* This reference is woi-thy of especial notice. It 
refers to a period within thirteen years of the founda- 
tion of Fort St. George, and of which no records are 
preserved in the Madras Eecord Office. The eaidiest 
record in Madras bears date 
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The Eight Hand Castes are to reside in the 
particular streets appointed for them, where are 
to live or come none of the Left Hand Caste ; and 
the same with the Left Hand Caste, where are to 
be none of the Eight H^ind Caste. 

The Great street from before the Tort as to 
as Taggapa Ohitty’s Garden, and all the streets to 
the westward of that , street, are allotted to the 
Eight Hand Caste ; and the Great street from Mr. 
Porter’s reaching to Malley Carjun’s old Pagoda, 
with the New street (being two streets) are allot- 
ted to the Left Hand Caste, 

The Market street opposite to the Choultry as 
far as the Committee’s sliops, is appointed to the 
Eight Hand Caste ; and as to as the Chitties 
shops in the same street to the Left Hand Caste ; 
where either Caste may pass with their Weddings 
or Burials ; and if either of the Castes act contrary 
to this Agreement shall pay one thousand dollars. 

The Pattnawars and Carialwars are to pass 
with their Weddings and Burials from the back 
side of Mr. Porter’s house to the middle of the 
Quarter Porter’s house, and so to proceed to the 
Portuguese Church ; they may likewise go through 
the Great street. 

Before the Port is free for all. 

'' Sheshadree Chitty is mediator to each Caste. 
His servants, nor the Company’s servants and 
painters, cannot pass these streets. Dated Novem- 
ber 5th, 1652. 


Signed by 
Aaron Baker. 
Hemy GreenhilL 
William Gurney. 


Cannaree Chetty. 
Sheshadree Naik.” 
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We liave thus reproduced in full the more in- 
teresting papers connected with this remarkable 
dispute between the Bight and Left Hands. 
There ai*e however other entries, far too lenglliy 
to be eximcted here, from wliich we gather that 
the dispute was aggravated by other circumstances, 
which were not permitted to rise to the surface. 
In the first instance there had undoubtedly been 
a fierce quarrel between the two Hands about the 
streets in which each Hand might celebrate its 
Weddings and Burials. But about this time a com- 
mercial rivalry arose. The Merchants belonging to 
the Eight Hand had-.generaUy purchased the Com- 
pany’s goods export^ from England ; but now 
the Merchants of the Left Hand contrived to out- 
bid them. As the Eight Hand was said to be 
tavoured by Mr. Fraser, so the Left Hand was 
evidently favoured by Governor Pitt. The viru- 
lence of the hatred between Governor Pitt and 
Mr. Fraser seems to imply something more than a 
mere difference of opinion as regards the mode of 
mediating between the two Hands. That Mr, 
Fraser was the champion of the Eight Hand 
is sufficiently proved by what has gone be- 
fore. That Governor Pitt was the champion 
of the Left Hand seems also proved by a Pe- 
tition presented by the Left Hand after the 
return of their enemies to Madras. We are sor- 
jy that this Petition should be far too long 
to be reproduced in these columns ; but a careful 
perusal of it has strongly impressed us with the 
idea that though it may have been presented by 
he Left Hand it was originally from the pen 
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of Mr. Pitt. _ It recapitulates at very great length 
the whole history of the disputes, and employs 
exactly the language and style which Mr. Pitt 
would himself have used to clear himself before 
the Court of Directors and it contains a petition 
that the left Kaaid might be permitted to leave 
Madras peaoeaMy at the end of sk'months, and 
seek for employment elsewhere ; and that a notice 
of then- intention of doing so might be made pub- 
lic, so that they might* have the opportunity of 
paying up every debt they owed before leaving 
the town ! 

In December matters were restored to trancpul- 
lity ; and during the following year a final ar- 
rangement was made between the two Hands for 
removing into separate streets. But the quarrel 
between Governor Pitt and Mr. Praser con- 
tinued to be as virulent as' ever. Mr. Pitt 
drew np eight charges against the latter, with 
which however the reader is generally ac- 
quainted ; but rve make the following ex- 
tract for the sake of its style. “ That it is well 
known by most upon the place, as also by what 
appears upon the Consultation Books, that he 
(Mr. Praser) has ever been found a person of a 
factious and turbulent temper ; and though weak 
in contriving, yet industrious in promoting mis- 
chief and confusion ; of a capacity unfit for any 
business or advi(» ; impatient of peace, and only 
pleased when factions run high ; wherein he has al- 
ways^ made one to the great prejudice of the Com- 
pany’s affairs ; during the time of oiirpresentGover- 
nor always herding and siding with such perso.iis 
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as are under the frowns of the Government let their 
Climes be ever so black ; and at the beginning of 
these troubles it was observed he was very inti- 
mate with his old acquaintance Tiniapa, a pro-* 
higate and wicked wretch, but a bird of the same 
feather, notorious for mischief, and one of the 
chief contrivers of the rebellion/’ 

Mr. Eraser was promised a copy of the whole 
of the charges, but notwithstanding his repeated 
applications, he could not get one till just before 
the ships were about to sail for England, and then 
it was only signed by the Chief Secretary. Ac- 
(jorclingly he wrote a short protest couched in tole- 
rably decent terms, but which led to the follow- 
ing entry in the Consultation Book. 

Saturday, 6th December. Eraser this morn- 
ing sending an impudent and saucy paper to the Go- 
vernor and Council, it was agreed that it should 
be delivered to the Marshall to be burned under 
Gallows, which was accordingly done.” 

In our Last chapter we recorded the opinion of 
the Court of Directors upon the conduct of Mr. 
Eraser ; and we here extract from the same Ge- 
neral Letter, a copy of their judgment upon the 
quarrel between the two Hands. After some re- 
marks on the investments, the Court wrote as , 
fellows: 

‘‘ This naturally leads us to the many and long 
paragraphs in your letters relating to the differences 
between the Eight and Left Hand Castes j because 
the heads of them are the men by whom you make 
your investments j and without entering into a 
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particular detail of tlie matter, ^ye say in general, 
that the genei-ality of men in all countries are na- 
turally disposed to be at ease and live peaceably, 
if they have a <juiet possession of liberty and pro- 
perty ; and the most turbulent spirits will in a, good 
measure lie still unlBssdhey have a specious handle 
given them on account, of hardships done or 
oifered to be done them. ' l^or does it appear pro- 
bable to ns that either of the t#o Castes would 
have ventured to fly in the face of Government, 
which is or should be power, without a real or ap- 
prehended^ great provocation ; nor can wc think 
that the Bight Hand Caste wmuld have carried 
things to that extremity on the single qiiaiTel of 
the Left Hand Caste making a wedding in their 
own streets. It seems to us that the seeds of dis- 
cord lay deepoTj and that things growing ripe for 
a ruptitre, this handle was taken to begm. the 
quarrel and set fire tb the fuel that was before 
preparing for it. We should have esteemed it a 
praiseworthy management in our President and 
Council to have foreseen and prevented this muti- 
nous disposition before it broke out, or at least to 
have quenched it when it first began to flame. 

? more does better bespeak the ability 

and diligence of Governors than keeping their sub- 
jects and dependents, in quiet ; and they can never 
CIO that without an impartial administration of jus- 
tice to all under them ,* for whether they them- 
selves, or others by their authority or connivance, 
oppress or injure the subject, it comes to ail one 
in the upshot ; that is to say, fii’st the people se- 
cretly murmur and complain, then they break out 
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into more open reproaches, and at last into down 
right mutinies and rebellions ; and this seems to 
us to be the true reason why those scurrilous 
papers were fastened upon the Stones set up, and 
afterwards on the walls of the town ; whereas the 
Wise Man’s remark will be found to be eternally 
true, “ That the Throne can only be established ' 
in righteousness.” 

It was very surprising to us to read that so 
many of the handicrafts, and other useful hands, 
went away on this quarrel ; and gave us but ordi- 
nary apprehensions of the conduct of the then ad- 
ministration. Surely they were too valuable to 
])e parted with without the last extremity. All 
nations and times have agreed in this, that useful 
people are the riches as Avell as the strength of a 
city or country ; and although we readily agree 
that neither the one or the other Caste ax’e over 
honest, or will scruple laying hold of any handle 
for their own benefit ; yet it seems j)lain to us 
there must be something more than ordinary at 
the bottom, that should make the Eight Hand 
Castes go away in general in a body, and the heads 
of them consent to be at the charge of maintain- 
ing the handicrafts people at St. Thome. 

On the whole matter we heartily recopmmen 
to you all to endeavour in your stations to reventd 
such like quarrels in future ; and to that iied to 
take care the established ancient privileges of both 
Castes be preserved to them, and the like to all 
other the inhabitants ; and that all of them have the 
free possession of their liberty and propei-ty ,* that 



HISTOEY OF MABUAS 


justice be ad ministered equally and imj)artially, 
and no real cause given of discontent ; and then 
if you find any makebates that would be putting 
the people in a ferment, make them public ex- 
amples as their faults deserve, and remember in 
such cases 'Hoo much pity spoils a city.” 
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CIIAPTEE XXII. 

GOVERNORSHIP OF MR. THOMAS PITT, 

1708—9. 

Tile Governorsliip of Mr. Fitfc, -vvliicli extended 
over the unusually long period of eleven years, 
was suddenly brought to a close in 1709. The 
later years of his government are distinguished 
by events which emphatically belong to the his- 
tory of the British rule in India. Hitherto the 
English Governors had only carried on their corn- 
mimications with the Xabobs in their neighbour- 
hood, but circumstances now brought them into 
more immediate communication with the Great 
Mogul, During the later years of the reign of 
Aiirungzebe the Governor of Madras had been 
brought into communication with the Grand Vizier 
Assad Kli an, and with his son Zulfikar Khan. After 
the death of « Aurungzehe, circumstances, as 'we 
shall presently see, brought Mr. Pitt into direct 
communication with the new Emperor himself, 
Shah Aulum, known in Mahomedan history under 
tire title of Bahadur Shah. 

Before however noticing these events, we lay 
before our readers the following extracts illus- 
trative of the internal state of Madras. The first 
is a copy of agreement between the Eight and Left 
Hand Castes, dated l^ith January, 1708, which 
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appears to have settled for awhile the dispute lui- 
tween the two. 

Whereas there has Lately been differences in tlie 
Streets between both parties occasioned by a wedding 
going in procession in P^dda Naik’s Pettah ; and it 
being brought beiore your Honour, who ordered us to 
chose out twelve Heads of each Caste to meet iu the 
Gentoo Pagoda, and maite matters up, and then report 
what done to your Honour. (Hapaes of the twelve Heads 
of each Caste omitted); These twenty-four agreed and 
confirmed as follows, , , - 

t * 

The Left Hand Caste co-habiting in several streets 
that belong to the Right Hand in the Pedda Haik’s Pet- 
tah, so that they cannot safely inalte their weddings ; 
therefore from this day all the Left Hand that live in 
the Pedda ISTaik's Pettah, shall have the following 
streets to live and make their weddings, viz. Eastward 
of Eccombre Shex^oo Pagoda, as you go in the back 
side comer street of Wencata ITam^jpa’s stone Choultry, 
and go from that place sdofig the Bouthvirard Street as 
far as the well before Gill la Anniteh^ house, where be- 
sides the South Street there is another North Street as 
you come from Brahmin Appelia’s Gardeii which joins 
to the Well ; and from the well westv/ard as far as 
Dubash Ruggana’s house ; thence as you go north'^vard 
of Nautowary Pillary Pagoda as far’ as Mr. Empson*s 
Garden ; in which streets the Left Hand Castes shall 
live and make their weddings. But if the aforesai<I 
streets are not enpugh to hold them all, some of those 
houses that lie to the westward which belong to the 
Eight Hand, we will stipply them with ; and in case 
those are not enough too^ we will find some houses out 
either of the east, north, or south ; and Eccombre 
Bheritloo’s Pagoda, and Vencata N^mapa’s Choultry, 
shall belong to both Castes. And the Left Hand shall 
carry their dead towards the w'estward of Bangana 
Rama’s Garden Street. Those of the Right Hand that 
were living in the abovesaid streets shall now change with 
the Left Hand that did inhabit the liMit Hand streer. 
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and henceforward live there. Both parties having thus 
agreed, we shall keep our Customs and weddings in our 
own streets. The Left Hand stall not buy those gar- 
dens to the westward of the street that fronts Mr. Emp- 
son’s garden, without the owner’s consent, nor shall the 
flight Hand build any houses there* If any of the 
Castes act contrary to this agi*eement, shall be fined 
twelve thousand Pagodas to the HoiTble Company, and 
receive punishment according to the custom of their 
Caste, To this we both agree and confirm. All the 
eastw^ard from Nautowarry Piilary Pagoda shall belong 
to the Kight Hand ; all the westward to the Left 
Hand.”* 

The following cui'ious account of the knaveries 
of the Madras boatmeB, and the strong measures 
taken in consequence, will be found very illustra- 
tive of the character of the times. 

Tuesday, 20th. The Governor this morning 
summoned tliis Council to acquaint them, that just 
then the Pedda Naik informe<i him that he dis- 
covered a villainy in the Boatmen, in opening the 
Company’s hdes sent on board the Duchess ; 
which he hearing of in the night immediately 
secured the head Boatmen and two Peons, at the 
watching places by the sea side, on whom he found 
two pieces of middling longcloth. The Governor 
immediately sent for the Conicopoly of the Godowii. 
to enquire what peons were sent oi* in the boats, 
that day they loaded fifteen boats ; which to his 
great surprise he told Mm no Peons at all ; though 
often at the Council Board he ordered that no 
goods of the Company’s shoiild go off or come 


* This agreement was recapitulated and confirmed on 
the 23rd June, 1708. 
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nsliore ^,viiiiout Peons in the boats ; and the same 
he had often ordered the Coni{3opo]y when with 
him, and twice or thrice thrashed him himself when 
that he found he neglected itd^ 

‘‘ The Chief oi the boatmen were before us 
trhen the Pedda Jlalk charged them with the 
knowledge of this vfflaihy^ and brought one of their 
servants to their face, to prove , it ; who did not 
only do that, but sent some of his people with 
their servant to one of the Chiefs houses, and 
found four pieces of Bettelees buried underground, 
Upon which orders were given to apprehend all 
the Boatmen that were ashore, and those that 
were gone off in boats when they returned ; and 
as soon as the Governor was informed of it, and 
knowing four boats , gone off this morning 
with bales, he sent foe; Captain Baymond, whom 
he desired to write to his to search the .four 
boats as soon as come on board, to see whether 
Hiey had not played the same tricks with those 
hales. AViien some of those boats off returned 
near the surf, their associates in this villany niado 
them some private sign, so that they rcturneti 
again as far as the Paddy boats, and there consult- 
ed one another ; from winch wo apprehended they 
would run away to the northward or southward. 
So presently sent two boats with the Vizagapa- 
tain boatmen with soldiers to prevent it ; wdiich 
as soon ns they discovered, ten boats run away 

We wonder what would be said now if a Governor 
of Madras gravely recorded in the Consultation Book, 
that he had more than once thrashed a Conicopoly with 
his own hand for neglect of duty. 
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to tlie soutb-ward ; upon wMcli tlie Govenior 
ordered the Gunner to dre shot from the 
Battery and sink them if possible ; several ot 
which fell very near, but had not the good luck 
to do execiitionf ; and the ship observing it sent 
their Pinnace, who cut off the flight of four and 
brought them back, but the other six got to Sr. 
Thome, whither the Government sent Peons with 
our Brahmiii to secure them as they came ashore 
and bring them, hitherto ; which, if the Governor 
refused, to charge them with them ^ both which 
they (the St. Thome authorities) refused ; upon 
which it was thought fit to fetch them with a 
Company of soldiers ; but upon consideration, we 
then heard the Nabob was at Conjeveraxn and 
expected every day at St. Thom^ desisted, be- 
lieving the consequence would be embroiling the 
Company’s affairs for the present. Upon wdiich 
it was agreed to unite the Nabob a letter, and 
another to the Governor of St. Thome, who is 
now at Poonamallee ; and if we have not imme- 
diate redress, then to apply ourselves to other 
tmrses. to,' procure it. 

^' Wednesday, 2ist. This morning the Go- 
vernor severely punished all the sea side Peons, 
and we ordered the two Peons that were taken 
with the pieces of cloth to be whipped round the 
town, and to-morrow morning to be put in the 
Pillory with ears nailed thereto, and at twelve 
o’clock at noon to be cut off . 

Though we are apprehensive that these vil- 

+ From this and other allusions, Governor Pitt does 
not seem to have been very fond of the natives. 
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lains have stole out of the bales on board the 
Duchess to a great amount, and that we cannot 
come at the certainty without unloading the ship, 
which will not only augment tlie demurrage, but 
lose so much time as may endanger her passage. 
Upon which considexation we have resolved to dis- 
patch the ship, and to take an obligation from the 
Warehouse and Sea gate Concopolies, sea side 
Peons, and Boatmen,, to pay what shall be found 
wanting when opened in the Company’s Ware- 
houses in England.” 

The following little piece of horsedealing on the 
part of Governor Pitt, appears to be rather a 
doubtful transaction. The Nabob was at this time 
at St. Thome. 

Tuesday, 16th Pebruaiy. The Nabob being 
very pressing for a Persia horse of the Governor’s 
for which he has been often offered 1 50 Pagodas ; 
but the Nabob being willing to give no more than 
400, it is agreed the Company allows the 50 
Pagodas.” 

Mr. Pitt’s quarrels were about this time very 
much on the increase. Mr. Frederick, member of 
Council, incurred his wrath, from tlie following 
circumstance. Captain Seaton had been cashiered 
for marching his troops over some cloths. Mr, Pitt 
subsequently nominated a Mr, Hoach to the vacant 
commission. Mr. Frederick, who had married a 
daughter-in-law of Cai>tain Seaton, objected to the 
appointment on the ground that Mr. Hoach bad 
been in France without leave, and w'as subject to 
certain penalties. Thereupon Mr. Pitt made a 
rather warm entry in the consultation book, iii 
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ivliicli he upheld the character of Mr. Roach, and 
thus commented on the objection of Mr. Frederick. 

‘‘ We cannot but think it a severe reflection on us, 
tlie Gro vernor and Council* here, that we should 
not be thought by Mr. Frederick to be better 
judges of those matters than himself ; and that he 
should be the only person amongst us that is fit 
to judge of men and their capacity, when it is no- 
toriously known by all in this place, that profound 
ignorance and pride are his only qualifications.” 

We have now to narrate the progress of events 
which brought Mr. Pitt into more immediate com- 
munication with the Great Mogul. Aurungzebe 
expired in the camp at Ahmednuggar on the 21st 
of February, 1707. He left behind him three 
sons, viz. Moazzim, better known as Shah 
Auium, who was Governor of Gabul ; Azim Shah, 
who was Siibahdar of Guzerat ; and Kam Buksh, 
who was Governor of Bijapoor. By his will he 
recommended that Shah Auium should be recog- 
nised as Emperor, but that he and Azim Shah 
should divide the empire ; Shah Auium taking the 
’ northera and eastern provinces, with Delhi for his 
capital ; and Azim Shah taking all the country to 
the south and south-west, including all the Dekkan 
excepting Golconda and Bijapoor. These last 
mentioned kingdoms were assigned to Kam Buksh. 

The decease of Aurungzebe was followed by a 
war between his sons. The moment the second 
son Azim Shah heard the news of his father's 
death, he had hurried to the camp at Ahmednuggar, 
and was immediately proclaimed Emperor of all 
India in perfect disregard to the will of Aurung- 
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«'.bc. ^ Meantime Shah Aulum had assumed the 
impeml crown at Cabul. Azim Shah nuirched 
tigmnst liim, and a bloody battle ensued in tli (3 
neighbourhood of A^a, in which Azim was 

Shah Aulm waa aw joined by Zulfikar Khan, 
ana Assad Jcdiati ; botH of wlipm, as we have seem 
are frequmtly mentioned in tlie records connected 
vyith the later years of Anrnngzebe ; Zulfikar Khan 
as commander-in-chief of the army against the 
iVlahrattas, and as predecessor of Dawood Khan 
111 the Nabobsiiip of the Carnatic ; and Assad 
Khan, as father of Zidfikar Khan, and Grand Vizier 
of Auningzebe. Anothercontest still remained. Kam 
Jiuksh was not contented with Golconda and Bija- 
poor, but aspired aftpr, the imperial throne. Shah 
Auiuna attempted to mu him over by concessions 
but m vam. At last Shah Aulum marched an army 
into the Dekkau to oppose him. After a consi- 
derable delay a battle took place near Hyderabad 
m lebruary, 1709, f at which Kam Buksh was 
mortally wounded. 

Aulum was anticipating a 
conflict with hi8 younger broth er Kam Buksh in the 

* Kphinstoae dates this battle in June 1707^ 

1708 f ^ “ February 

* have taken place in January 170 <) 

u I The exact date we ^e 

enabled to give from the records. It is very probable 
that the previous date of the defeat of Azim^bah is 

peara Elphiustone ap’- 

net confounded the old and 

new styles. In the present publication we have invari- 
ably given the new style for the sake of clearnet 
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I)t;ld<,aii, tlie Steward of his liouseliold diapaielied a 
jotter to ilie Governor of Fort- St. George, pro- 
fessing great kindness and tendering iiis service, in 
any aiiair/^ The reason for this advance is obvl- 
OLis. Kain Bnksh was then in command of tlie 
Dekkan, and the continued allegiance of the Eng- 
lish miglit prove of importance to Shah Aiiliim. 
Governor Pitt determined to take every advantage 
of the crisis *to secure a better understanding with 
the Mogul’s Government. Accordingly he wi'ote 
an ansAver to -the Eoyal Steward, requesting that 
Sliah Allium would be pleased to confirm the privi- 
leges granted the English by his father Aurungzebe. 
The progress of affairs can now be best explained, 
by the following extracts from the Consultations. 

^'Saturday, 31st July, 1708. This evening at 
four o’clock the Governor summoned the Council, 
and most of the Company’s servants, ivith the 
I'hiefijst of the European inhabitants, to accom- 
pany liim to the garden, where he was met by all 
the Armenians, Persians, Moguls, Patans, and 
Plead Merchant Geutoo inhabitants of this place, 
there to receive a llusbtilhookum from King Sbah 
Auliim to the Government here, procured by Zoo- 
dee Khan, Lord High Steward of said King’s 
household, which was received with ail ceremonies 
usual on such an occasion, by firing of great guns, 
etc. 

Saturday, 7th August. The pui’port of the 
Husbulhookum from Shah Aiilum seems to invite 
us to make our addresses to the King for a confir- 
mation of our privileges ; which opportunity we re- 
solving to take hold of, believing we shall accom- 
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plisli it for a mucli less to the Company, *tlian if 
we defer it till the contests between the brothers 
are over ; wherefore it is agreed that the Governor 
draws out a petition to the King, a letter to the 
Grand Yizier,. and another to Zoodee Khan, and 
lay them before the Council, for their advice therein. 

Zoodee t}m% '’/^y,>hose Husband’s 
means the' Husbulhookum. W;a^ sent us) living still 
at St. Thom4 to whom it is agreed to send a pre- 
sent of Persia fruit, rosewat^^ etc, and some filla- 
gree work of Manilla, with a piece of Persia cloth 
of gold, all to the value of 1^0 or 130 Pagodas, 
or thereabouts.” ^ ^ 

The Hiisbulhookum was said to be from Khan 
Khanan Bahadur the Grand Vizier ; but the real 
Vizier at this time was Monaim Khan. Khan 
-Khanan merely signih^ f.Khan of Khans.” 

“Prom Khan Kliauan, Sahadux , Zephir Junf^- 
Grand Vkitf. 

“ The Governor of Chinnapatanam may depend 
upon his Majesty’s Eoyal Favour. 

^ “ ihe good and fmtliful services you have done 
his Majesty’s subjects has been represented to 
him by. some of his Chief Ministers of State, 
upon whose recommendation of your merits, 
a mark of his favour to you, he has order- 
ed this Hosbulhookum to , be sent you to certify 
the same ; not doubting but your deportment will 
continue to be such as to increase in fame and 
reputation ; and according as you observe this 
Husbulhookum you may expect further marks of 
his Majesty’s grace and countenance. Dated June 
1st. Ecceived July 31st, 1708, 
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virtues being known to all tlie world, wliicli in- 
crease by your daily giving instances of your jus- 
tice and mercy, and particularly your favours and 
protection wMch you so liberally bestow on all 
strangers in your King’s dominions ; of which vre 
here have a late instance in receiving the blessing 
of his Majesty’s royal Hosbnlhookum ; which we 
must attribute to your Btighness’s fe.vour and great 
care of us ; for which we return our^ most hum- 
ble thanks ; and humbly request that as we how 
send our Petition to the great King Shah Anlum, 
humbly desiring his royal Firmaun for a confirmation 
of our privileges according to Sallabad throughout 
his dominions ; that your Highness would be pleas- 
ed to countenance and assist us in procuring the 
same ; fof which yon ^hall not only find us grateful 
but dutiful ; and shall always pray for your High- 
ness’s health and prosperity, and for ever to be 
blessed with the favour of your great king/’ . i 

To Zulfikar Khan, etc. 

‘‘ The many obligations we lie under to your 
Highness are never to be forgotten, being rivetted 
in (mr memories as well as recorded in our books ; 
which we should have often acknow ledged, but 
prevented by the great distance and troubles of 
the country ; yet nevertheless we never failed to 
enquire dt&t jcm Highness’s health, which God 
continue. 

Your Highness is well acquainted with the 
privileges our nation enjoyed in the reign of 
the great Aurungzebe of blessed memory ; 
which we are endeavouring to get confimed 
by a royal Firmaun from the great King Shah 
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Auliim ; tliat we and our trade xaay go on in 
all parts according to Ballabad ; to effect wliicli 
we humbly petition that your Highness will con- 
tinue your constant favours to us in speaking in our 
behalves as an opportunity presents, for which we 
shall be always grateful, and pray for your High- 
ness’s health and prosperity.” 

“ To his Excellency Zoodee Khan Lord High 
Steward of the King’s Household. 

It is your noble and generous mind that have 
drawn this trouble of our application to you ; and 
as I wrote you in my last Letter, which T delivered 
Aga Makeem, I now send our humble Petition to 
the King, and Address to the Grand Yizier ,■ copies 
of which I here enclose to Your Excellency ; hum- 
bly requesting that you wiU favour us with the 
management thereof* 

We are not ignorant of what should accom- 
pany such Petitions and Addresses ; but the ha- 
zards and troubles in the way prevent us from per- 
forming that part at present ; in which I humbly 
desire your Excellency’s advice and direction as to 
what would be acceptable to Ms Majesty, the Grand 
Vizier, and such others where you tMnk it is 
necessary ; and we shall endeavour to procure it 
if possible. 

Your Exieellency will see that we desire a 
Pirmaun to confirm our privileges according to 
Sallabad in all his dominions ; unless his Majesty 
shall, out of his Boyal ^bounty, bestow some new 
favours on us. Your Excellency cannot but know 
that Miliapore (St. Thom^ is a troublesome neigh- 
bourhood to us, creating always disputes and quar- 




■1^0 HrsrOET^*-p MA©iR.AS.f U!r^«0. 

rekj of 'Mtt'ie ^dva^i^e to tk'e kinig nOr will it ever 
'be nsot»e ; wkleli cot^M we ofetain, aiid tlie town of 
Mvatore -0^ tliie otker eMe of usj it would make 
His md merease tke of the kiimr's 

•couaiay. ^ 

AM wii^?eas the prods we import aie general* 
^ earned to the^ capM eife of <3oleonda and 
©^ilf^poor^ eto«, wMeii tiMe we ekouid Mueh inerease 
if there was no |»nM them feetweea 

to ml miss 5 md that the Mettas 
a^hout it% whidfi 'of late have feeen iwereased 
U the flagEe ml !nm of iteade, were laid saside ; 
TOich only -tfifud employs har^enme Hittle people, 
who desin^c^ trade % their wexation ml exio^tmi 
andiin the mam v<sry mmk hssm the IKinir’s re* 
mwjue. ^ 

. Humbly duBirc tb^ !yi9Vi ^ 

i^iBMmia iFttoama,-- vArnsver nv® ^ so 
^OEtuiRrte as sto iloge imiy .‘sbip ®i «isy want 'ctf ^ 

Maj^tySs tloimmoim,we«lialHhwefe 
seTO what ■we ean of tthe wrea^, withoitt amr mro- 
laBtatron.’ftom the iGovamraeat ;; mihidh. fe not aaKlw 
pmateedithroi^hout ^bewmrlfl, dbut tteSBhAitaute 
mei^eMsidllyteoiimianded -to msakt ttheioiii. iPca: 
ttmmvgi^txhaidshij)!*hat,jaft6riishe sgreataiisk .that 
our people have ran of their lives, they ?shallinot 
teatiiibOTty tossavB wvhdtilhegr . ean (oftiheir .estates. 
Weimust own '.with .great stharildulnesB .tliat this 
justeee Jiave . hem gran W .us by .former .pur- 
waimasfeomiE2san Bafeadatfanditheipreseiit Nabob ■ 
bafeasatite^-beeaTfamw^rH^^ it may amiin! 
wkolumtluingibttlitlie JS:^’s gracious .grantiran 




HISTORY OF MADRAS* 


101 


** We extl'emeiy want the King’s blessing and 
favours to give mw life to our trade 5 for since 
your Excellency went hence this place lias lost 
nearly three lakhs of Pagodas by misfortunes and 
most by pimtes ; so that it is become poor ; smd 
nothing can contribute to the retrieving our losses 
but blessings the King’s favour^ and Your 
Excellency’s continuance in assisting of us. 

Here are ships in a few days that will depart 
for Pegu, when we shall write the King what you 
advised in your former letter, that an Ambassador 
was coming to him, Khan Bahadur always showed 
himself a hiend to our nation j whose favours we 
cannot but retain with great thankfulness ; so have 
wrote him a letter which comes herewith, and a 
copy of it for your Excellency ; we leave it to your 
pleasure whetlier it shall be delivered him. 

‘‘ If please Ood we are so fortunate as to be 
blessed with the King’s favour, as to obtain his 
Boyal Firmun^ we humbly entreat Your Excellen- 
cy to appoint some able person to see it so fully 
peaauf^ as that it may not admit of any dispute 
from Nabob’s and Governors, where the same is 
to be executed. Our dependauce is entirely on 
Your Excellency’s friendship, for which we shall be 
always full of oar acknowledgments, and heartily 
wish Your Excellency and all your family health 
nffld pio'sperity,” 

ilie Ibilowing extracts will explain themselves. 

“ Thursday, 1 9 tli August. There having come 
some people belonging to Zoodee Khan, our great 
iiriend at the King’s Court, to acquaint the 
Cabwiiior that his Lady at St, Thome extremely 
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wanted money for her charges ; not being able to 
get bills upon her husband, nor could he remit 
any, by r^son of the greal troubles in the wav : 
^Mired of the Governor to lend 500 Pagodas 
tortus account ; who answered them that it was the 
Company’s jmsitive ordm to lend none of their 
money to any people whatever ; . nor that their 
Governors nor any in their service should lend 
any money to any sin the country Government, 
upon the pendty of being discarded their service : 
but considermg our dependence to procure a 
Iirmaun IS upon the friendship of the aforesaid 
Cady s husband, the Government acquaints the 

ouncil that he promised to procure a merchant 
money, if Aga Makeem, a merchant 
ot this pla^, would give his bond for it, which he 
had done for 600 Pagodas to be repaid in four 
mon^ths without mterest ; which bond being now 
produced, it was agreed that the 500 Pagodas be 
on the Company’s account and repaid the Govern- 
ment out of the cash ; being a thing absolutely 
necessary at this time, though not to be drawn 
into a precedent for the future.” 

The foUowing entries are in the Consultations 

+1 worth preserving 

though they do not illustrate the current history. 

, f sorrel Persian horse 

good lor little, and there being some people about 
to buy him, it is agreed the Governor sells hi in 
tor what he can get.” 

“We having lately more thefts and robberies 
committed in this city than usual, and finding 
they daily mcrease, to prevent which it is agreed 
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tliat all persons as soon as convicted shall be 
piinislied by being wMpt at a cart through all the 
streets in Black Town, and afterwards He in prison 
till an opportunity presents to send them to the 
West Coast, where they are to be the Company’s 
slaves for ninety-nine years ; and this order to be 
published by setting it up on every Gate of the 
Black town. 

'' The Governor being advised from Pegu that 
a Conicopoly, one Ansapal, that w^’ent hence on 
one of the ships hither, had the impudence to 
counterfeit a letter to the king of that country, as 
if it came from the Governor here, and with it 
sent a present ; for which he had an advantage- 
ous return in Elephants as usual ; so to prevent 
the pernicious consequences which attend snch 
vile practices, the Governor seized him as soon as 
he returned, and put liim in prison, and intended 
to have pmiished him severely ; but having been 
there a Eactor for several Merchants of this place, 
to whom he had not yet rendered any account, 
and it is thought he never would if he is disgraced 
by a punishment ; it is therefore agreed that he 
be fined for his crime 200 Pagodas, to be paid into 
the Company’s cash, and give security he never 
more goes to Pegu,” 

In September this year, the Government of Fort 
St. George was informed that the Habob was 
about to proceed to join the King Shah Aulum at 
Golconda, and accordingly a member of Coimcil 
and the Secretary were sent to him with a present 
of about 200 Pagodas. In return the Nabob pre- 
sented the Company with a Perwanna for the five 
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following towns, the names of wliioh ^’o spelt as 
follows. 

Trivetore town itself. 

"STasalawada tindex* Bernnibore. 
undey 

( ? l^u^vimlwtukum) uiitdey Egniore; 

QntteeT^'noa unte Tyivetoxe." 

These Towns were valued at fifteen hundred 
Pagodas. Subsequently the King's Officers at St. 
Thome raised a elamour agaiust this present of the 
King’^ towns, and declared that their real value 
was as much as three tiiousand Pagodas ; upon 
whioh the Nabob ordered the King's boohs to he 
searched, and the real value to be laid before him^ 
Prom the following entry it will be seen that the 
dispute was hushed up in the Oriental fashion 
It is agreed that our MooUa andPralunin return 
again to Sts Thom^ with about two hundred Pago- 
iae, which is ordered to be distributed amongst the 
King’s Officers who keep the Records in order to 
settle this matter/* 

The next extract is also interesting. 

" Saturday, 1 6th October. We having large ex- 
perience that it is impossible for us to manage the 
income of villages, so us not to be imposed upon, 
and lose at least half the produce i to prevent 
which it is agreed this day to let or to rent 
tlie five villages, lately given the Company by 
the ^afeob, fpr twelve years to Oollpway and 
¥inketty Chatties, at l^QB Pagodas per annum, 
to cQmpaence from this day; who are obliged 
to repair ab tanks belonging thereto, whioh have 
been iet run to ruin, as customary, by those who 
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liave been lately tbe renters of them ; and the 
Secretary is ordered to draw out a lease for them.’’ 

Towards the end of the year another Husbul- 
hookum arrived from the King Shah Aiilum, with 
answers penned in the usual oriental style from 
the Eoyal Officers to the letters sent them by 
Governor Pitt. It would be wearisome in the 
extreme to reproduce these compositions here. In 
return Governor Pitt engaged to forward the neces- 
sary presents to the King Shah Aulum and his 
principal Officers ; and sent numerous fulsome 
letters to the various Ministers of State, all of 
whicli are recorded at full length in the Consulta- 
tion. The following extracts from a letter to the 
Eoyal Steward will sufficiently illustrate the tone 
of the whole. 

To Zoodee Khan, Lord High Steward of the 
King Shah Aulum’s household, January 5th, 1709. 

‘'By your faithful Chobdar Cossae, by whom 
Your Excellency sent the Eoyal Husbulhookum, 
and Vest, and Purwannas, I ilow send this hum- 
ble address, which doubtless you expected sooner, 
and had been sent but for the two following 
reasons. Your Excellency enjoining seeresy, I 
was obliged to commit the translating of them to 
some particular friends, which took up fouiieeu 
days. When fully apprised of the purport thereolV 
I could not but be surprised at your unparalleled 
expressions of friendship and invaluable honours 
you have done us ; which so confounded my 
thoughts for some days that I almost despaired of 
being able to acknowledge them by my pen or 

otherwise j but then considering what a generous 
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friend I had met with, who had been so lavish of 
his favours to one who had as little power as 
merit to oblige you ; I could no longer refrain from 
Messing my stars, who were so propitious to me 
as to give me the honour of your first acquain- 
tance ; which I esteem tte happiest fate that has 
attended me through the whole com-se of my life ; 
which I shall ever remember, and that posterity 
may do the same, I humbly recfuest that when 
you come to Groleonda you wiO honour me 
with sending me your picture ; which I will send 
to England and hare copied by the most ex- 
quisite limner in the world, and order it to 
be sent me hither ; beside I will ei-ect your effigy 
finely cut in marble, with such an inscription 
ou it that the woiid may know the author of 
our happiness in these parts. , . , , . Your Ex- 
cellency writes that there must be presents for all 
the princes and some of the great men. If you 
mean such as are suitable to their birth and quali- 
ty, it is impossible for us to purchase them with 
our Company’s estate ; who yon know are mer- 
chants who run gi-eat risk to get a little, and who 
ofien meet with loss instead of gam. "lYe hope as 
the presents we intend are suitable to our circum- 
stances, that they wiE meet, with a gracious ac- 
ceptance from the great king and princes j which 
puts us in mind of what we read in history that 
up(m many persons making very rich presents to 
a king, there happened a poor man to come with a 
drop of water, which was acceptable as any of their 
presents, being according to his ability.” 

Shortly afterwards the Mowing 'Eirmaun ar- 
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rived from King Shall Aulum, by wliicli it will be 
seen distinctly that the conflict with Kam Buksli 
was the cause of such demonstrations of friendship, 

“ Let the chosen of his Caste and Nations the 
Oovernor of Chinnapatam, know that he may be in 
hopes of the King’s favour. Seeing that Kam 
Buksh doth purpose to fly from the powerful arms 
of our victorious army ; for that reason the com- 
mand of the sovereign of the world, worthy of all 
submission and obedience is due, is issued forth ; 
that in case he, Kam Buksh, should come wander- 
ing, not knowing where to go, into those paits, 
and desire to embark himself on some ship in order 
to get away j that the chosen of his nation shall 
use his utmost endeavoiu^ to procure tlmt he be 
either killed or made a prisoner ; and to effect 
tliis let him know that the command from the 
Eoyal Throne is strict in the strictest manner. 
Written the 17th of the moon Kamazan the Bless- 
ed in the second year of the King’s Eeigu.” 

In reply Governor Pitt’s promised obedience in 
general terms, but on the 18 th January, 1701b 
intelligence was brought to Madras that Shah 
Aulum had obtained a complete victory over his 
1)1 other, and that Kam Buksh had died of the 
wounds he had received during the battle. 
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CHAPTEU XXIII. 


aOYERNOESHIPS OF ^ PITT> , ABBISON, MONTAGUE 
ANB FRASER.^..,;,,- 

1709^10. ' 

The period upon which we are now about to 
enter will be interesting to all who are fond of 
historical coincidences. The rapid succession of 
Governors, in the years 1709, 1710, and 1711, 
bears a curious resemblance to the similar changes 
whidi took place in 1859, I860, and 1861 after 
the exact interval of a totury and a half. Within 
two i years Port St. George saw five successive 
Governors, viz. Mr. Pitt, Mr. Addison, Mr. Monta- 
gue, Mr. Eraser, and Mr. Harrison; and now 
within the last two years of our history we have 
seen the same event repeated in the rapid succes- 
sion of Lord Harris, Sir Charles Trevelyan, Mr. 
Moreliead, Sir Henry Ward, and Sir * William 
'Denison. 

In the middle of the year 1709, Mr. Pitt’s go- 
vernment was fast drawing to a close ; but 
though it is apparent from the records that he 
had some suspicions of the probability of his being 
lecaled, yet he evidently had no idea of the sud- 
den way in which the recall would be carried out. 
Before however noticing this event, we make the 
following curious extracts which seem to have 
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some reference to the great Pitt diamond to 
which allusion has already been made. 

Wednesday, 3rd August, 1709. The Go- 
vernor this day acquainted the Council, that he 
having lately heard of some villainous and scanda- 
lous refiectioiis that had been made upon him by 
the late Lieutenant Seaton, who he yesterday sent 
for from the Mount, and examined thereon ; who 
with his usual impudence averred to him the most 
notorious falsities that ever could be thought or im- 
agined. Upon which he (the Governor) said, he 
had confined him, Seaton, to the Ensign's room ; 
and he desired that he might be sent for up, and 
examined thereto. Which accordingly was done, 
and when he came into the Consultation Eooin 
before us, without first hearing what the Governor 
had to charge him with, and the reasons of his con- 
finement,— he immediately addressed himself to the 
Council, saying, I am come here to accuse the 
Governor for buying a great diamond to the Com- 
pany’s prejudice.” When the Governor answered 
and told him, we would discourse of that by 
and by and demanded of him whether he had 
said, that he had received of Paupia to make him 
Chief Dubash, five hundred Pagodas ; and that 
Eamapa offered seven hundred to be continued, 
which was refused. This he acknowledged 
to have said, but being commanded to prove 
the same, he answered he had it from a 
black fellow, but could not remember who 
he was. After which the two Lubashes before 
mentioned declared they never gave the Governor 
a Pagoda, or that ever he asked or hinted to them 
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of any such thing ; and to this they took the most 
soleinnest oath, in the Pai 3 foda THmi fliA p 

~r dewd ■£; of S“toS:“; 

dmmond. He answered in general terms, tLt'’ he 
knew every particular of it ; when he ^as com! 
manded to acquamt the Council with it, which he 
be^l eh fcaowing that there would 

fore fir^K f tto nionth, and there- 

sionifc! Govemcsr said to him did not 

ferthmg. with many kch insolent and 

Knowledge the Governor was betrayed bv aU the 

every tldnSof^®’'^ t'”"’ insomuch that he knew 
every thing that was done and said, nay as much 

as m Im Counting house ; and to give an inst-iS 
thereof, said, that the . great diamond he had 
bought was entered in his books folio 64 He 

“Soto ito"?' r »!•• « w 

S'', ‘Vt “Set rSfch t, 

S hS “ ®°‘ “ em« hot 

acquainted the Council that 
he had very good reason to suspect that this Seaton 

the Governor and hmi yesterday in the Con- 
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sultation Eoom after his coming from tlie Moinitj 
is as entered as follows, the truth of which we 
shall always he ready to justify by oath or other- 
wise.” . ■ 

Coipy of what passed between the Governor and 
Lieutenant Seaton in the Conmltatlon Room on 
the day before* 

‘‘ This eyeniiig being the 2nd of August about 
five o’clock, I discoursed Captain Seaton in the 
Consultation Eoom, when charged him with his 
haTing said that I had 500 Pagodas given me to 
make Paupia Chief Dubash ; which he owned, and 
he told me that I was betrayed in whatever I did 
or spoke by all my servants about me ; and that 
I had not a friend upon the place, whatever I 
thought. 

“ Then I asked how he durst presume to talk 
up and down of what I bought or sold, and how 
it was possible for Mm to know anything of it ; to 
which he answered that he had so good intelli- 
gence that there was hot the least thing said 
or done by me, but that he knew ; and to 
convince me desired leave to ask me some ques- 
tions, which I permitted him to do and were as 
follows. “ Whether Mr. Boberts did not write to 
me, requesting that he might be concerned in a great 
diamond 1 had bought ?” Answered: Palse.” 
‘‘ Whether a person did not come and wish me 
joy of its being sold for 600,000 dollars ?” False. 

Whether two persons did not come from the 
Dekkan to demand a great diamond, and that I 
gave one of them at coming eleven rupees, and the 
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other at going away, a hundred and fifty.” All 
false, only that one man came. Upon which I told 
him that I found him (Seaton) a villain ; and as 
I found Mm endeavouring to betray me, doubt- 
less he would do the same to the Government ; so 
ordered the Captain of the Guard to confine him 
to the Ensign’s room, none to come to him hut 
the Council. n ■ ..fr 

•"Thursday, 11th August. It is unanimously 
agreed that Lieutenant Seaton be confined till the 
first ship goes for England, and on her to be sent 
home a prisoner to the Company.” 

In the following month Governor Pitt was 
suddenly recalled, as will be seen by the following 
entry. 

* Sunday, 18th September. Yesterday evening 
appeared a ship to the northward of this Port, 
and about nine at fiight came ashore Captain 
Tolson, who acquainted the Governor that he 
was commander of the Ship " lieathcote” come 
directly from England ; and that he had brought 
the Company’s packet which he produced direct- 
ed as follows : 

"To THE Hon’ble Gulstone Addison, Presi- 
dent, Messrs. Eraser, Montague, Martin,. 
Eaworth, Frederick, Hunt, BuLKuEr, and 
’ Jennings, Fort St. George.” 

And withal told him there was great alterations 
here, and that he was dismissed the service ; there- 
fore pressed that the Council might be immediately 
called. The Governor told him that it was impos- 
sible to be done, not only from the lateness of the 
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night, but that several of them were at the Mount ; 
so desired the Captain to strictly observe in. what 
condition he delivered the packet, and be here to- 
morrow morning at eight o’clock, against when 
the Council should be summoned, that so he might 
see it in the like condition he delivered it. This 
morning accordingly all the late Council met, 
whentlie Governor refused to surrender the Govern- 
ment by virtue of the superscription on the packet, 
but demanded a supercedent to his Commission, by 
virtue of which he had been Governor of this 
place upwards of eleven years. So after some 
hesitation the packet was opened, wherein there 
was a Commission which superceded his. He also 
demanded the reading of the General Letter, 
wdiicli was refused him ; but in the packet there 
being a Letter from the Managers to Mm, wherein 
it was fully expressed his dismission from their 
service, the constituting Gulstone Addison, Esquire 
ill his room, so he immediately read the cash and 
tendered the balance thereof ; but the new Gover- 
nor desired the payment for that time be deferred, 
for that he was very much indisposed. So the 
Governor just as he left the Chair, challenged 
the ivhole Board, or any upon the place, to charge 
him with an unjust action during the whole time 
of his Government, or that he had ever refused a 
kindness to any one that asked it, and that it lay 
in his power ; or that ever he acted arbitraiy in 
any one matter, notwithstanding some villains of 
this place have had the impudence to represent 
him otherwise; so rose out of the chair and 
placed the new Governor, in it.” 

■ ■ 15 . 1 : ' 
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Tlie recall of Mr. Pitt, at tlie moiBent he had 
succeeded in establishing friendly relations between 
the Company and the court at Delhi, proved any- 
thing but advantageous to the English ; and the 
Directors on more than one occasion had cause to 
regret their precipitancy, and quoted the govern- 
ment of Mr. Pitt as an example to his less politic 
imd less energetic successors. The following ex- 
tract from a general letter of this period will alone 
warrant this inference. 

^'We read with pleasure that when Messrs. 
Eaworth and Davenport visited the Nabob at St. 
Thomd with a present of two hundred pagodas, 
lie gave you for us the grants of five towns adjoin- 
ing to ours, worth about fifteen hundred pagodas 
a year, which you are now in possession of ; and 
that you preserve a good understanding with the 
government, notwithstanding some little jangling. 
This we take to be the effect of your good conduct 
and President Pitt’s interest with the great men ; 
and shall be glad you, our present President and 
Council, will follow in the’ same steps, which is 
now so much the easier because the path is ready 
trodden.” 

The administration of Mr. Gulston Addison, 
who was brother to the greatest of English essay- 
ists, did not extend over a month. On the Sun- 
day morning that he succeeded to the government, 
he was too much indisposed to receive the balance 
of the cash from Mr. Pitt ; and Ms signature is 
wanting to the proceedings. On the Monday he 
made his appearance and stated tliat he had 
laboured under most severe pains, which almost 
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rendered Ms limbs in a manner useless to him 
and the trembling signattire wMch appears in the 
consultation book seems to indicate that he was 
still suffering from the attack. He only attended 
five consultations afterwards ; and at the last one 
to wMch Ms signatxu'e is appended, he signed the 
instructions to the Captain of the “ Heathcote'’ to 
receive Mr. Pitt on board, and to treat him with 
aU the respect due to an ex-Governor during the 
voyage to England. Mr. Addison died at noon 
on Monday, the 17th of October, 1709. The 
event is interesting from its connection with the 
fortunes of Ms more celebrated brother. Whilst 
Gulston had been toiling away in the Company’s 
service at Port St. George, the fame and fortime 
of Joseph had been rapidly rising in England. 
Literature in those days was on a different footing 
to what it is now. The Battle of Blenheim in 
1704, had been celebrated with a chorus of such 
wretched poems, that the government had actually 
routed out Joseph Addison from Ms little garret 
in the Haymarket, to write ** The Campaign.” The 
poem met with vast applause, and the subsequent 
promotion of its author was rapid. In 1708 he 
was chief secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland on two thousand a year, and keeper 
of the Irish records on four hundred a year. 
About tbe very time that Gulston died, Joseph 
furnished his first contribution to tbe Tatler. But 
shortly afterwards the WMgs went out and Joseph 
lost Ms chief secretaryship. TMs was unfortunate 
as he had deemed it expedient to fall in love with 
the dowager Countess of Warwick ; a lady of ma- 
ture charms, who considered Mr. Addison as the 
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chief secretary and Mr. Addison as the mere lite- 
rary man, to be two totally distinet individuals. 
Accordingly though she had smiled on the secretary 
she now frowned upon the author. It was at this 
juncture that Joseph inherited his brother’s for- 
tune, and the inheritance seems to have won back 
the heaii; of Chloe. In due time the pair were 
married; but poor Gulston’s wealth had better 
have been left at Fort St. George. Henceforth, 
as the story goes, Mr. Joseph Addison was far 
happier over a bottle of claret at a tavern, than in 
the company of his magnificent countess dowager 
at Holland House. 

But to return to Madras. The succession to 
the Governorship belonged to Mr. William Fraser, 
the enemy of Pitt and Higginson ; but as Fraser 
was at that time Deputy Governor of Fort St. 
David, Mr. Edward Montague took the post of 
provisional governor until Ms return. The ad- 
ministration of Mr. Montague only lasted a fort- 
night, and was distinguished by only one incident 
worthy of notice. The government had at last re- 
solved to send Captain Seaton to England on hoard 
the “ Heathcote,” The Captain however refused 
to leave Ms house, and the Governor was obliged 
to send Ensign Dixon with a file of soldiers to 
carry him on board. What transpired is best de- 
scribed in Ensign DixoMs own narrative of the 
proceedings, addressed to the Governor and Coun- 
cil on the 25th of October, 1 709, which was 
follows 

“ Honoueable SlES, 

According to orders, I carried your prisoner 
Captain Seaton alongside of the Ship “ Heath- 
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cote,” and laying there some time I found no 
person appear to hand us a rope or any to assist 
us. Then I went on board and delivered your 
Honor’s and Council’s order to Captain Tolson, 
desiring Mm to receive the prisoner. I informed 
him that the said prisoner was carried from the 
Sea Gate, and that he refused to come on board, 
unless he were hoisted in. Captain Tolson replied 
that all his passengers came on board willingijj and 
would not hoist him in, nor suffer anybody else 
to do it, nor would he overhale the least tackle in 
his ship ; and that he would not suffer any 
gentleman lying alongside of his ship to be forced 
on board or ill used. ' Captain Tolson asked the 
prisoner, if he would come on board, which the 
said prisoner refused. Then the prisoner demand- 
ed of Captain Tolson, whether he had any further 
commands for him. Captain Tolson answered no. 
I waited for a note, but at last he told me I might 
go, for he would give none.” : Subsequently Cap- 
tain Seaton appears to have left the Presidency of 
his own accord. 

On the 2nd of November the new Governor, 
Mr. P’raser, reached Madras from Port St. David ; 
the members of Council and other English Gentle- 
men, together with the chief inhabitants of the 
place, going out as far as St. Thomas’ little Mount 
to receive him. The next day a council was held, 
as will be seen by the following extract. 

“ Thursday, 3rd November, 1709. The Coun- 
cil being duly summoned met in Consultation, and 
having taken their places, the President, rising up 
from the chairj exhorted the Gentlemen of the 
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Council to forget and forgive whatever hitherto 
had given cause and occasion to the difference that 
had formerly happened amongst them ; and that 
all such piques might for ever he buried in oblivion, 
and that they might henceforward agree amongst 
themselves, in the Unity of Love and firm Friend- 
ship, with all reciprocal respect to each other ; 
in testimony of which they were desired to shake 
hands all of them ; which was accordingly done 
with all promises of sincerity to the performance 
of the promises.’^ 

The Governorship of Mr. Fraseuv lasted little 
more than eighteen months, being brought to a 
conclusion on the 1 1 th of July, 1711, when Mr. 
Harrison came out as President of Fort St, 
George. The records connected with the ad- 
ministration of both Mr, Fraser and his successor 
are much occupied with two or tliree discussions 
which it is impossible to treat in detail. In the 
first place there was an interminable correspon- 
dence with Zoodee Khan, concerning the present 
intended for the Court at Delhi, and which was 
detained for years on its way. It seems that Go- 
vernor Pitt had intended to forward it to the King 
whilst the latter was staying at Golconda after the 
victory over Prince Kham Buksh ; hut part only 
was sent by sea to Masulipatam, and there got no 
farther ; the King having by that time been called 
back to Delhi and the North-west in consequence 
of the rising of the Sikhs. 

Many consultations were held, not only with 
the members of Council, but . with also the chief 
merchants and inhabitants of the place, as to how 
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tlie present was to be conveyed. To send it over- 
land to BelM was declared to be a Herculean 
labour, tbe imperial city “ being little less than 
2000 miles off,” which would occasion an im- 
mense charge to the Company.” Subsequently it 
was determined to send the portion that was at 
MasuHpatain to the Subah at Golconda, there 
to remain until the King’s pleasure coiild be 
known ; whilst the remaining portion was to be 
sent on to Bengal, thence to be forwarded to 
Delhi. Yery many months however after this de- 
cision was recorded, we still find Zoodee Khan 
applying for the present, and the Governor of 
Bort St. George sending every kind of excuse and 
apology for the delay* 

Another subject of endless correspondence be- 
tween the Governor and the Nabob of the sur- 
rounding country, was the five new villages which 
had been granted to the Company by the Nabob 
Dawood Khan. Notwithstanding the present to 
Dawood Khan, and the judicious bribe administered 
to the keepers of the records, the Mogul govern- 
ment determined to recall the villages, on the 
ground that they belonged to a jaghire which had 
been granted to Zulfikar Khan, now styled Khan 
Bahadur. There were also troubles both at Yizaga- 
patam, and Fort St. David ; but these subjects will 
be sufficiently explained as we proceed. We shall 
now produce our extracts in chronological order. 

The first refers to a severe storm which broke 
out about a fortnight after Mr. Fraser’s accession, 
and is thus described in the consultation book. 

^Saturday, 19tk November 1709. Saturday 
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in tlie evening, it rained very mucli, and about 8 
at night began to thunder and lighten, which was 
very violent (for about an hour), by which the 
Flag Staff was rent and shattered from the top to 
the ground. Some pieces flew near 600 feet, and 
thousands of small pieces strewed the curtains and 
other places. A large iron hoop was burst from 
the mast, and flew near 200 feet, and two holes 
struck through the truck as though it had been 
with a shot. 

" The Company’s house at the Garden was 
likewise damaged at the Southernmost end, one 
leaf of a window being shattered to pieces and 
one side of the Frame much rent ; the door pierced 
through in several places, and the upper part of 
the Frame much scorched, whereby it was render- 
ed unserviceable. The wall was pierced through 
in two places ; one hole just above the Terrace, 
being about 5 inches diameter ; and the other, 
which went beneath the beams that bear up the 
Terrace, was about 7 inches diameter, and the 
beam next the wall was likewise pierced through 
in two places, and all this with little or no wind.” 

We may here add that the season of 1709-10 
proved in other respects a remarkable one. The 
monsoon rains returned in January with considera^ 
ble violence, a circumstance which we believe is of 
very rare occurrence on the Coast of Coromandel. 

The next extract will be interesting to our 
Armenian readers, for notwithstanding the com- 
plaints recorded against one of their community, 
the following story plainly indicates that the Armeni- 
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ans iiad gained consider^jble wealth and were aiming 
at independent power. 

Thursday, 13th January, 1710. Lewis Ueli- 
que, an inhabitant of this place, presents a petition 
setting forth the abuses and iiisolencies of Cojah 
Satfur, an Armenian, also an inhabitant here, who 
hath for some years' past lived at St. Thomas’ 
Great Mount, \vhe.re he hath impiidently assumed 
a power to himself, as if he was Havildar there ; 
insomuch that in a controversy between the said 
Lewis Melique and Antonio Soares about a piece 
of ground, the said Saffiir concenied himself so 
fax, though not belonging to him, that he threaten- 
ed to beat the said Lewis Melique, and send him 
a prisoner to the Oatwall of St. Thome ; which 
he had certainly done, had not the said Lewis 
Melique made his escape. 

‘‘ On which tlxe Grovenior sent for the said 
Saffur yesterday, who appeared before us this day, 
and the matter being put close to him did stiffly 
deny every thing, notwithstanding the evidence 
that was brought against him ; and it being well 
known that the said Saffur has been an insolent 
troublesome fellow to all the English in general, 
wdio have resorted to the Mount for their health ; 
of which there has been several instances, too many 
to be enumerated here. 

And that there is cause to believe, that the said 
Cojah Saffur, with others of his nation, intend to 
associate and form themselves into a Factory at 
the Mount, and make St. Thome their port, as ap- 
pears by their having in the late Governor Pitt’s 
time bought and built several houses there, which 
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^ley ought not to have done without leave of the 
Governor and Council ; and that they intended to 
build a Gate at the end of the iane to slot) up all 
avenues, and prevent all others having any entrance 
there but themselves;, to prevent whicli pTowiin*- 
evil, it is thought expedient to pull up their inso- 
lent weed of ill humdur by the root, 

‘‘ Agreed and ordered that the said Cojah Salldr 
be confined to the Fort,; until he give security of 
lagodas 5000, for his foriheoming and good "be- 
haviour for the future ; for which none of his own 
nation would engage for liim, and therefoj’e was 
committed. 

/-I entry illnstratcs tlie war between 

toeat Britain and France wliicli had extended to 
the Bay of Bengal. The false intelligence by 
which Governor Fraser jiroposed to deceive tlie 
French will be found creditable to that gentle- 
man 8 inventiom It will be seen thal Mr. Mon- 
togue, the late provisional governor of Fort St. 
peorgm, was now Deputy Governor of Fort St. 
1 aviti ; and that ho and his Ooimcil were aiLxioiis 
to dispatch the ship “ Somers” to Europe, but were 
draid to do so whilst the French ships were at 
1 omheheny. Accordingly the design of Governor 
Fraser was to induce tlie French ships to leave 
l oiidicheiTv, so as to leave the coast clear for the 

oomers. 

. Slst January. This morning re- 

ceived a general letter from, the Deputy Governor 
and Conned at Fort St. David, dated SStli in- 
and the President found mai ter enough 
eoiitamcd therein to summon the Council to mat 
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immediately. They, at Fort St. David, advise the 
Ship Somers” to have been Mi laden that day. 
They likewise advise of their gi’eat fears and ap- 
prelieiisions they have of the St. Male’s ships at 
Pondicherry, of their having some ill design in 
agitation against the “ Somers.” For which 
reason they think it not adviseable to despatch 
her though full laden, and therefore do earnestly 
desire oar orders and directions in that matter. 

The President propounding to the Council what 
they thought might be the best ways and 
means to be used to prevent the Somers” 
being in danger of the French. Upon the whole we 
come to this following resolution, that a letter should 
be devised as from Bengal, advising the great 
troubles the English were in there, by reason of 
the country Government stopping their goods 
from coming down the river; which occasioned a 
warm skirmish, in which a great many Moors were 
killed and some English ; and that the Council 
there thought the Company’s affairs in gi’eat dan- 
ger, and foithwith desired our utmost assistance. 
As also to write the Deputy Governor and Coun- 
cil (and send them copy of said devised letter) for 
to send for Captain Peacock and endeavour to 
agree with him on further time according to a New 
Charter party, that he might be unladen and sent 
to Bengal ; with the intent that the same might 
be industriously diffused and spread abroad, in 
hopes it might occasion the French Siiips depar- 
ture the sooner thence, who had lain full laden 
for some days. It was also agreed, we should 
write our joint letter to Deputy Governor Mon- 
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taguSj Mj . Tlciwoi*thj and Captain Peacock to unra- 
vel and explain to them the mystery of our general 
■letter to the. Deputy Governor and Councri, and 
that it- was' -oMy. feigned with a design in hopes it 
might hasten: the despatch of the French.” 

By sahsequent entries ' we learn that this device 
proved UHneoessaryj .hut it ■ nevertheless received 
the warn approvad-tt the Court of Directors. 

The following! petition will explain itself. ' 

“ To the 'Honorafele' William Fraser, Esq. etc. 

“ The petition of the Ministers and Churchwar- 
dens of the Parish of St. Mary’s in Port St. 

■ George. 

“ Humbly representeth, 

That whereas the monuments of the dead, and 
the ground where they are interred are held by 
most people ite 'SOmemeasmre sacred, and notlicrht- 
ly applieid'-to any common or profane use, yet ?t is 
our misfortune- that the English burying place in 
Fort St. George (where -so many of onr relations, 
friends and acquaintants lie buried) is not kept in 
that decent -and due manner it ought to be, but 
every day profaned and applied to the most vile 
and undei^t uses ; for since the year 1701 , when 
an old buiMing that stood in the burying place 
(and in which the Buffaloes used to be shut up) 
was taken down to build lodgings for the soldiers 
at the Gate -adjoining, the Tombs have been 
made use of for stables for the Buffaloes ; which is 
not only a thing vety tmdecent, but also a veiw 
great damage to those buildings, by having so 
many stakes drove into the pavement and with 
the walls to fasten the Buffaloes to. 
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Anotlier occasion of our complaint on this 
subject is the Cocoa-nut trees standing in the bury- 
ing place ; the profit arising from them, we know 
is iiicorisiderabie, but the nuisance accruing to the 
place thereby, we are sure is very great. Fox the 
Toddy men liaye people employed there all the day 
and almost all the night in drawing and selling of 
Toddy, so that we are obliged on their account to 
keep the (fates always open, both by day and bv 
night. And there about eight o’clock at night 
after work is done, is such a resort of basket 
makers, Scavengers, people that look after the 
Bufiaioes, and otherrParriars, to drink Toddy, that 
all the Punch houses in Madras have not half the 
noise in them ; and by reason of the gates lying 
open, beggars and other vagabonds (who know 
not where to go) make use of the tombs to lie in, 
and what unclean uses the neighbours thereabout 
do make of that place we forbear to tell. We 
hope, what is here ui'ged, together with the reflec- 
tion it must cast on our Church and nation to 
have so little regard to the repositories of our dead, 
when all other nations who live among us have so 
Just a regaril to theirs, will prevail with your 
Honor &c. to take this matter into yoiu' consiclera- 
tion, and to find out some method to redress these 
abuses. And your petitioners as in duty bound 
shali&c. A ^ 

Gborge Lewis.) . ^ 

g > Mi7mters. 


Egbert JoisiEs, 
Edward Barkham. 
Francis Cooke. 
Fort St. George, | 
February 1710.f 


( Jvm'cli W^arclens. ’ 
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dominions were under the Admiral (as a Company) 
lie might settle the sea afihirs, destroy the pirates, 
enrich the seaports and encourage the sea Mer- 
chants to come and depart, which Svill increase 
their profit ; and yon desired me to use my ut- 
most endeavours to obtain this ; which 1 have 
done ; and on account of our friendship have under- 
taken this great business myself, and if it hap- 
pens otherwise, tlie discredit will be the same to 
us both, hor I have no other hopes than the 
safety of ail subjects, the security of sliips and 
merchants going or coming by sea, extirpation of 
pirates and the enrichment of the King's sea- 
ports. So your honor must use your endeavours 
in this matter likewise, and advise all your Goin- 
astas and merchants every where to trade freely, 
without suspicion of any danger, and augment 
their trade. 

“ T want your advice if you think it proper to 
send some of the King’s ships to bring Elephants 
from the other coast.” 

‘‘The King has ordered me to build a Fort at 
Ihillasore and enrich your Factory.” 

“ After I arrive at Hooglily I will observe how 
allairs are managed and tidvice your honor.” 

“ And now I must desire you to think of means, 
how things may best be carried oii for the King’s 
advantage and your Company’s ; that so all per- 
sons may live happy and serve their j\laker. For I 
have neglected other business, and undertaken tliis 
on your aecoimt, in hopes to get a great name by 
it; and within 5, 6, or 12 mouths’ time, if it is 


J S3 


HiSTOKY OF :»IA1>FAS 


n 700-1 f). 


your request that I sliould take in tlie other sru 
ports, as also Surat, I can procure it ; and vre 
must ondeaTour to promote both our fames. For 
It we agi-ee we can conquer the whole world, and 
clear the seas of all dangers for the merchants. 

P^f®6iit, I have wrote you lately to 
send it to Lengai; according to the kinir's order 
which be sure you do. ’ For ’it is very Yecessai-v 
that you send h^present,' and when I come to 
Hooghly, I will advise you rf all other matters ; 
and you should send a Vakeel to be with me • 
which if jmu approve of, you may send such a one 
as Cojah Hamud, or Surapa, or write your people 
at Calcutta to send one. For I shall want him 
several occasions. I heartily wish you all 


on 


health and prosperity, 

V’e are sorry to add thU this " amngeraent 
pioved to be only a temporary one, and that after 
a tew months tlie_ seaports on the coast of Coro- 
maiit cl were again placed under the ordinarv 
junsdietion of the Subali of Golconda. ^ 

ye now return to the subject of the five new 
villages which had been obtained by Governor 
litt. Jt muy here be remarked that the purwan- 

received from the 


1 7-1 7 Jceeivea irom the 

(^d ^°Thc ?'i’^requently confirm- 

c Li ^ ^ yd also given to the Company 
apiece of nrmiTid nf nKAn+ 


apiece of gimndofTboui forty 
Mount, in order that a house with a garden at- 
achcd imgbtjic built there as a sanah.rimn t 
Gm Company s servants. In April 1710 the 
-Nabob recalled the villages, and ^ordered them 
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to be delivered to Zulfikar Klian’s‘=^ officers, on 
the ground that they belonged to his Jagliire. 
About the same time Bawoocl Kliaii was 
himself recalled to Delhi, in consequence pro- 
bably of the rise of the Sikhs. The Govern- 
ment of Tort St. George sus]3eeted that the Nabob 
had been persuaded ±0 this action by Teavelkppa, 
the Manager of Poonamallee, otherwise the Heater 
of the country surrounding the English dominions 
and for a long time they deferred giving them up. 
In May the same year, a letter^ anwd from Dewan 
SadatuUa Khan -at Arept, who is described as. ilie 
new Nabob, demanding not only the five villages 
recently granted, but also tlte three old towns of 
Egmore, Tandore and Fursewaukum, which had 
been granted some years previously by the Nabob 
i^ulfikar Khan. The following letter froui President 
Fraser to the Dewan Sadattulla Khan, puts the 
whole matter in a clear light. 

To Dewaik Sadatulla Khan, Health, 
Fori Si. George^ 1710* 

“About some tlmee days ago a servant of yours by 
name Muzzadeen brought me a letter, said to be 
from you, which I gave my Brahmin to be trans- 
lated, at which I desired your servant to go and 
rest himself after his Journey, until I had given an- 
swer to said letter ; when he insolently and very 
pertly, as void of all maimers nnd respect, insisted 
o!i the delivering up the villages. Else he would 
•caiTy back your letter ; which he did, I told him 


We continue the old name to prevent confusion ; but 
henceforth Zulfikar Khan is ^tyled Khan Bahadur in the 
records. 
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my business was not with liim but witli bis mas- 
ter yourself. 

“ But, supposing the purport of said letter was 
to demand back the new villages, because they be- 
long to Znlfikar Khan’s Jaghire, which maybe 
trae. But you cannot but at the same time 
know that my noble great friend, the late Dawood 
Khan, gave an equh^ent out of his own Jaghire to 
the great Zulfikar Khan wEiqh, makes that matter 
even,^ and thus far I am in the right ; and you 
hkewise know that I gave away more than those 
Villages brought in, so that the English here 
hved in all friendly tranquility with the late 
Nabob, imtineavellapa, that plague of tlie poor 
and Cockatrice of aU venom, when at Cudapa, 
never let the Nabob be quiet tiU he had gained 
Ins pomt to revoke the sovei-al former as well 
as late Perwannas, which confirmed those villao'es 
So that one Perwanna is not 
sntticient to take away the force and power of 
nil our former grants under the Nabob’s signature 
and gi-eat chop ; by which you would make 
the promise, faith, and truth of a great man 
of no more value than that of an ordinary man • 
which is a great derogation to the honor of a great 
Parsonage. ° 

Teareliappa deals treacherously with Madras 
a place he is so much beholden to, where he stores 
up so much paddy and grain to await a scarce and 
dear season to increase the misery of the poor • 
and borrows large sums of money at the same' 
time to enable him to pay his rent at the time 
clue, else he must have been necessitated to ®ell 
at the market price which would be cheap. 
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As for th.e four old villages, they were granted 
and confiiined to us about twenty years a^o bv 
the then Prince Khan Bnksh, the* great Assad 
Khan, and the then Zulfikar Khan, now Khan 
Bahadur, under their several and respective laro*er 
seals. ® 

My friendly council and advice to you is that 
you would consider and value the English as 
being the king’s friend and in his hivour, as may 
appear by his Eoyal Plosbullhookum from the 
throne to my late predecessor ; and that you 
would keep the king’s^ peace, by not coinmittino* 
any manner of hostility. I hope you will do 
nothing misbecoming, so wise a man as yourself 
in so great a post and place of trust ; and theii 
you and I may come to have a better understand- 
ing at least till I hear from the Great Zulfikar 
Khan to whom I am now going to write, and 

have his answer ; till when I shall be awlake I 
need say no more.” 

.^bont tile same time Govemoi' !B'xaser wrote 
another letter to Zulhkav Khan reminding him 
that the old villages had been granted to the 
English in consequence of the services render- 
ed to the ai-my of Anyimgzebe by President Yale 
during the siege of Ginjee, and that the grant in 
question had been signed by his Zulfikar Khan’s 
father, namely Assad Khan, the grand vdzier. The 
remonstrance however was of no avail. Zulfikar 
Khan meiely sent a shoid purwanna orderino' 
that the villages granted by the Nabob Dawood 
Khan out of his jaghire should be delivered up 
to the Manager of the Poonamallee district. ^ 
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Mr. Holcombe bad been Mxieed to enter into 
these transactions by a Brahmin named Juggapa, 
who bad been largely bribed by the Eajabs to exert 
bis influence in this direction. Unfortunately Mr. 
Holcombe bad not lent bis own money, but bad 
borrowed for the purpose 4*4,000 pagodas of 
Fuckerla Khan, Nabob of Calinga. Seven years 
elapsed, but Mr. Holcombe bad only repaid 37,500 
pagodas, leaving a balance of 0,500 pagodas of the 
principal ; and tlius the debt due to the Nabob, 
inclusive of arrears of interest, amounted to some 
sixty or seventy tliousand rupees, The following 
letter, written to Mk Holcombe by Fuckerla Klian 
as far back as 1705, exhibits the then state of 
affairs. 

From Fuckerla Khan to Mr. Holcombe chief 
at Vizagapatam dated the lOtb May 1705. 

“ You wrote me that yon have received Pagodas 
44000 principal of me. 

“ An account of what paid. 

To a merchant upon my bpl and order for 
a Jewel I bought of him Es., l^OOO is Pagodas... 4600 

Sent me to Yellore 28000 

To a bill payable to Govindaus and V eresedaus 4100 
To Sundry bills amounting to 800 

The total amount of what paid is... 37, 500 
The balance is Pagodas 6500 

Together is... 44000 

‘‘It is true you have receipts under my seal for 
all the above mentioned accoxints, excepting the 
balance 6,500 Pagodas out of the principal money 
lent, which* amounts to Es, 28,000. 



HISTORY OF MADRAS. [I7l0-ll 

“ Otlier people in the world allow 3 or per 
cent.j but you gave me a bond allowing me but 
one per cent (? per mensem) ; notwithstanding that 
being pretty tolerable interest, I agreed to it, and 
now it is above six or seven years past ; for which 
time there is due id me 60 or 70 thousand rupees 
with principal and interest. Likewise 10 or 15 
thousand rupees .more ” hr lesSj^ which together 
amounts to a hundred thousand rupees. 

I have showed a great esteem for you, and 
had that confidence in you as to intrust my estate 
into your hands. Therefore I am satisfied that no 
person of any other religion would have dealt so 
uncivilly and unrespeetfuUy by me as you have 
. acted. Likewise now you unreasonably defer the 
payment in telling me yon Will discharge the debt 
as soon as you reodve money, and at my an-ival in 
yonr place ; but in the meantime you have traded 
with the money, and make at least 25 or 50 per 
cent, profit. ^ Besides is it proper or handsome you 
should occasion me so mueh trouble in perpetually 
writing to you, and sending my people up and 
down, who always return without satisfactory an- 
swer? My money is like bread as hard as iron, so 
not easily digested. Perhaps you may imagine I 
cannot come to your place, so intend to wrong me 
of my money. But if I live I will certainly come 
into that part within the space of4, 6,‘or 12 
months, if 1 meet with any convenient opportunity; 
and then how can you hope or expect to have my 
favour, having rendered yourself so unjust and mi- 
civil. Perhaps you may intend to give me the 
slip, and go for Madras or some otlier sea nort 
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town ; but go where you will, you are still in king 
Auvungzebe’s country. So I can procure order- 
sent by the Giisbadars to the Subali of that conus 
try, and seize upon your house and goods, and 
therewith clear my money or debt. Then after- 
wards take no further notice of you, -which you will 
not digest, or well approve of. Tor according to 
any la^v I can demand my money, and will have 
it by fair means or foul. Therefore fear God and 
consider I must have my money. So draw bills 
upon Masulipatam, or else you shall repent it as 
long as you live. I write you this, as likewise I 
wrote you before by Phauntee Mahomed, which pray 
peruse and consider well of it. You must not think 
I only threaten you. Tor God knows, I am very 
impatient so expect a full and satisfactory answer ; 
or else you shall find I will send orders with Gus- 
badars to Meida Khan and will wait no longer.’" 

Shortly after this Mr. Holcombe died without 
paying the remainder of the debt ; and Fuckerla 
Khan claimed the amount from the Company, as 
Mr. Holcombe had actually affixed the Company’s 
seal to the obligation. The question was still 
unsettled when Mr. Traser succeeded to the Go- 
vernorship of Tort St. George. Meantime there 
had been a competition bet^veeu Tuckeiia Khan 
and another chief named Habib Khan for the 
Xabohship 5 and the successor to Mr. Holcombe 
liad been imprudent enough to acknowledge the 
latter, and thus to increase the exasperation of 
Tnckerla Khan. The following extracts from the 
consultation books shortly after Mr. Fraser’s ac- 
cession will exhibit the progress of affairs. 

“ Monday, 27 th March 1710 . From the 
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eluef^and Council at Vizagaiiatam dated tlie 2ac 
and i tli instant, advising tlie great troubles tlie\ 

liave had with Fiickeria Khan, by tlieir havin’' 
been so closely bwi^ed by his people stopping up 
aU avenues, of thar,, bounds. For remedy of wTiich 
they advise us, that., they resolved to make pro- 
posds tQ aewuwnoda^ ^tters in a friendly way 
with hin;^ mtendiBg lpiu a present of ^000 rupees 
m Knrope goods ,v lit order, to which they sent a 
Portuguese Padre and aDubash, in hopes thereby 
to appease him, or obtain his patience for some 
days. But he refused their offer, and sent hack 

tl,! manner, and wrote 

tbe chief that he must immediately pay the monev 

(due )iom Mr.IUo«»be). o, 1.1,1 li ,S 

(General letter from 
tlie Chief and Gomicil at Vizagapatam read : 
wlierem wc observe that tlieir troubles are rather 
suspended than any way accommodated, by I'uclcer*. 
la Ivhan s being gone up to the Dasheroon's country 
to adjust accounts, and agree with Habib Khan 
lar the Ccovemment of those countries ; and they 
stiU mntinue to urge their arguments for the Coin- 
pmy s paying that debt of Mr. Holcombe’s. They 
advised that they have supplied Habib Khan 
with ten candy of country gunpowder and five 
oindy of lead, and that the said Nabob desii-es a 
farther ^pply of tliirty candy of powder and 

S*Lwn/^^’ 

“ Monday llth December, leceived general 
letter from . the Deputy Governor and Council at 
Sizagapatam assuring us that thev had s/u.t. 
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the Moollali and a Brahmin, to Fiickerla Khan’s 
camp, to have a sight of the seai affixed to 
Mr. Holcombe’s obligation. But after wait- 
ing for some days they returned with an- 
swer that Fiickerla Khan was enraged to the. 
last degree, and would not hear any more propo- 
sals about his money without prompt payment, 
but was coming himself within a day or two with 
guns, ammunition &c. to besiege their town ; and 
had placed guards on the roads to prevent their 
sending or receiving any letters and provisions 
coming to them; and that Fiiekeiia Khan refusing 
to show the obligation, they are of opinion and b# 
lieve that Mr. Holcombe’s seal is affixed 'thereto 
and not the Honorable Company’s. . 

That on the 8th past the said iSTabol) with his 
army, consisting of about 7000 foot and 80(i 
horse, encamped behind a great sand hill near the 
Town, and the 9th at night fired on their out 
guards ; which being returned again by the Eng- 
lish, made the enemy retii-e further and turn their 
siege into a blockade by stopping all provisions of 
which they were in great want j that they ha^v■‘ 
made a Brigantine of the Bising Sun” smack, and 
fitted her up in order to secure what may be put 
aboard in time of extremity.” 

The foregoing being a recital of their said, 
general letter almost verbatim. 

First. We observe that the Chief has strange- 
ly erred in liis politics (not to say worse) ; that he 
having by his former frequent letters advised us; 
what he had then foreseen, as what might be the 
result and issue of not paying Mr, Holcombe’s olif 

■■ K 18,' 
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debt to Fiickevla Kliaii, as the event now proves,— 
that the Chief in that case should not sooner aiitl 
earlier get sufficiency of provisions for the use of 
their Garrison, at least until the monsoon should 
serve for our sending them supplies hence. 

‘‘ Secondly. That the Chief should supply 
Nabob Habib Khan and Fuckerla Khan with so 
large a quantity of gunpowder and lead, when the 
said Nabobs and the Chief were on so precarious 
terms ; and not only so but by their general letter 
of the 27th July last write us to send them 30 
Candy of powder and 20 Candy of lead for a further 
supply to the said Nabob ; notwithstanding the 
frequent cautions we gave them, or without ever 
considering they were strengtliening the hands of 
said Nabob, who were then contriving of the means 
and ways of laying that siege, they have since form- 
ed against that Fadtory. 

‘‘ Thirdly. It being now the Northerly mon- 
soon, it is strange that the Chief should not have 
wrote to Bengal to the President and Council 
there to be supplied thence with whatever they 
wanted. 

“ Fourthly. That Juggapa the Brahmin, that 
arch knave and viUain, who was the chief cause 
and instrument by the powerful bribes he received 
from time to time from the Eajahs Ananterauz and 
Pycrow, by whose means and persuasions he pre- 
vailed so far with Mr. Holcombe, as to induce him 
to lend those large sums of money at high interest 
to those said Eajahs ; which is still a debt, which 
we may reasonably suppose to have been most or 
all Fuckeiia Khan’s money, and has been the 
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original cause and first spring, whence all these 
troubles are derived and devolved upon us ; and 
notwithstanding our having so often or frequently 
wrote to Mr. Hastings, the Chief there, to send 
us up the said Juggapa either by sea or by land, 
which has never been complied with ; and being 
credibly informed Fuckerla Khan does demand of 
the Chief the said Brahmin, and that on the deli- 
very up of him all the causes of their troubles 
shall cease. 

And now upon the whole, it is unanimously 
agreed that we write the Chief and Council, that 
upon the reading the said intended letter to them, 
that they had that instant seized the said Juggapa, 
and put him in irons, and secure all his books, 
papers and accounts ; which if the Chief should 
oppose or hinder the same, it is our positive and 
peremptory order that the Council, or any one of 
them, do execute this our order, and that the 
military and peons be assisting to him or them in 
this matter. 

“ It is likewise agreed that the President write 
his letter to Fuckerla Khan relating to the premis- 
es, and desire him to send us up a person fitly 
qualified to accommodate all matters and that in 
the meantime to withdraw his forces from the 
Factoiy,” 

Next year this troublesome business was brought 
to a close through the mediation of Habib Khan ; 
the money demanded being paid to Fuckerla Khan, 
and the obligation which was found to have the 
Company’s seal affixed, being forwarded to Fort 
St. George. The record is chiefly remarkable as 
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exposing the evils wliicli arose at tliis early period 
from pecuniary dealings between tlie Company’s 
servants and Native authorities ; and it is worthy 
of note as being tlie origin of a standing* order 
which strictly prohibited all such dealings for the 
future. 

We now turn to a curious entry which is very 
suggestive. 

Monday, 4th Becember. They having wrote 
ns from Tort St. David that it has been usual for 
ns at the festival times of the year to send them 
one of the ministers of this places and Christmas 
being now approacliing they request that one may 
be sent. It is, therefore, agreed and ordered that 
Mr. Jones do proceed thither, as soon as con« 
veiiiently he can ; and that the paymaster do talce 
{.‘are to tit him out for his journey accordingly.” 

Cases of breach of promise of inarringe areal- 
ways interesting, but we are rather inclined to 
regard the one we are now about to place before 
oiir readers as somewhat unique in its character. 
The matchmaking tendencies of the mamma and 
daughter, and the ■ ' intei’ested” nature of the 
gentleman’s affection, are plainly evident through- 
out the papers. Moreover the record is valuable 
as illustrating social life as it actually was at the 
commencement of the last century . The extracts 
will explain themselves. 

“ To tlie Honorable William Traser, Esq. Gover- 
nor of Eort St. George and to the Gentlemen of 
the CoimciL 

The petiT.ion of Anne Eoquet and Elizabeth 
Brown doth humbly set forth the unworthy 
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treatment your Petitioners liave met with from 
Captain Henry Cornwall, Commander of the 
“ Sherborne/* Tour Honor is no stranger to this 
story, nor the rest of the Gentlemen at this Honor- 
able Board; therefore shall be as brief in relating 
it as we can. In the year 1707 and before he 
went last for England, Henry Cornwall aforesaid, 
and yonr Petitioner Ebzabeth. Brown, did enter 
into a contract of marriage, and that in as solenin 
a manner as such contracts usually are, or can be 
done ; lor we plighted our faith either to other in 
the most binding terms, and changed rings in the 
presence of competent witnesses ; Anne P6q[uet 
your petitioner, Mr, James Wendey, then one of 
the ministers of this place, and Mr Bernard 
Benyon, merchant being present. And for the 
due performing of the aforesaid contract, the said 
Henry Cornwall and Elizabeth Brown did enter 
into articles in writing, and did both of them sign 
and seal the same in the presence of the Eev. Mr. 
James Wencley and Mr, Bernard Benyon aforesaid, 
who hath been swmrn in Court. And moreover, 
the said Captain Henry Cornwall did bind himself 
in a bond of one thousand pounds sterling for the 
due performance of those articles ; and further to 
confirm us in the reality of his intentions, he made 
a gift to your petitioner Elizabeth Brown of what 
estate he had in India and left a will in her hands ; 
wherein lie bequeaths her his whole estate and 
makes her sole Executrix. But notwithstanding 
all the vows, ties, and obligations he had brought 
himself under. Captain Henry Cornwall in a short 
time after his arrival in England marries himself to 
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another woman ; and after all this injurious and un- 
fair dealing towards your petitioner, the said Henry 
Gomwall, to prove himself the same man through- 
out, would have his bonds and obligations under 
his hand and seal to go for nothing, and to be of 
as little force and validity as his words and vows. 
We, therefore, your petitioners humbly apply our- 
selves to your Honors for redress, hoping you will 
oblige him to satisfy his bond for one thousand 
pounds, which he hath forfeited ; a poor repara- 
tion for all the injustice he hath done us. There 
hath been a suit commenced upon this Bond, for 
some time depending in the Mayor’s Court, but 
deferred to he brought to a judgment upon advice 
that Captain Henry Cornwall was designed for this 
place ; presuming, as may be supposed, he would 
either comply with his bond, or offer such terms 
as would be accepted of ; and the Eevd. Padre 
Lewis did before and since the arrival of the 
‘‘ Sherborne,” speak to your petitioners to ac- 
commodate matters amicably with Captain Corn- 
wall (if it might be done) and not drive things to 
extremity. To which your petitioners did not seem 
averse. But instead of offering to come to an ac- 
commodation, Captain Henry Cornwall, the second 
day after his arrival, sent a letter to your Petitioner 
Elizabeth Brown, of which she cannot better, nor 
more modestly give you the contents, than by 
saying, it was made up of all the ill nature and ill 
language he is master of ; and after so much un- 
worthy and base treatment as we have met with 
from this man, for him to think at last to run us 
down, and to cany his point by calumny and 
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slander is so vile a tiling, tliat no man who hath 
the least sense of honor or the least grain of 
honesty would be guilty of. We shall not be 
further troublesome to your Honors, but only beg 
leave to observe, that if such principles and such 
practices be connived at, no man’s honour, per- 
son, or estate can be any longer safe. We hope 
your Honors will take things into your serious 
consideration, and do us that justice which to your 
wisdom shall appear our due. The reason of our 
addressing your Honors at this time is, that 
Mr. Mayor hath refused his warrant to arrest 
Captain Cornwall in an action of one thousand 
pounds, at the suit of your Petitioner Elizabeth 
Brown, and we as in duty bound shall ever 
pray. Port St. George, February 12th, 1711.” 

Captain Cornwairs answer to these charges is 
still more interesting. 

Monday, 19tli February. To the Honorable 
William Fraser, Esq, Governor of Fort St. George 
and Council. 

‘^ Gentlemen — “ You were pleased on Thurs- 
day last to summon me to answer to a petition, 
preferred by Mrs. Elizabeth Brown and Anne 
Foquet of this place, touching a designed marriage 
between the said Elizabeth Brown and self, a per- 
fect account of which I gave at that time, and 
comes inserted in this narrative, 

“ The motive that induced me to enter into an 
obligation cf that nature wms the assurances Mrs. 
Anne Foquet gave me of preferment from England 
by her and lier friends’ recommendations home ; 
which proved no ways serviceable, but rather the 
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coBtraiy. I often repeated to her and danghters, 
if I could not better myself by post or fortune, I 
would b;^’ no means think of complying with that 
obligation. When Mrs. J’oquet's friends proved 
of no use, I solicited my own relations, that en- 
tirely refused all merchandize, being strangers 
to trade. Then the time drawing near for the 
India Shipping to depart that year, I petitioned 
the Honorable United Gompany to come abroad 
a passenger on Oaptain Phrip, which they granted 
and he refused, being full and my circumstances 
not able to permit me to pay for my passage. I 
then solicited both the Captain Hudsons who re- 
fused the same. I then advised with my friends 
what method to take that might be of service to 
Mrs. Elizabeth Brown, and asufhcient acquittance 
to me. Eirst, I declared my circumstances, so 
miserable when in England, I was forced to run 
in debt and that considerably. Secondly, Iliad 
no interest in the Company then- governing to 
serve me by recommendation abroad. Thirdly, I 
presume the most of this place knows Mrs. Foquet 
not able to better any one’s circumstances by 
interest or fortune. Notwithstanding her present 
encouragement in this affair, these circumstances 
considered on both, sides, if any one gentleman 
can see the least appearance of any thing but com- 
plete misery, in ease of that marriage, I should 
willingly submit to the several sentiments, I 
cannot perceive that Mrs, Anne Eoquet ever de- 
signed a marriage, because she declared to Eobert 
Ea worth Esq., Slayor of this place, that she refused 
me marriage before I went home, because slie was 
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nsBuvcd [ would marry in England, wlien she would 
have tlie opportunity of prosecuting this obligation, 
hhirther, why did Mrs. Anne Foquet and Brown 
give me an obligation of Captain Lee's, now .Com- 
mander of the “ Litchtield," to prosecute him for 
not complying with the marriage according to his 
o])ligatioii, not out of date at the commencing of 
miue, if she designed her daughter my wife. I 
can give several instances wherein Mrs. Eoqiiet 
has showed herself a designing "woman of no sin- 
cerity. She and her daughter are pleased to 
term the penalty of the obligation, a poor repara- 
tion for injuries I have done them. If they were 
as just in their aspersions as 1 have been in tins 
proceeding, they would not have troubled your 
ilonor and Council with their petition on this oc- 
casion. 

“I think, since I could not procure a passage 
out occasioned by my miserable circumstances, 
Mrs. Eo{[uet and daughter are under obliga- 
tions to me, that I advised them of it in order 
to Mrs. Elizabeth Brown's not refusing any oifer 
to lier advantage. I did , at my first arrival at the 
Vfest coast, order my attorney here to make 
IMrs. Elizabeth Brown a considerable present 
for the favours received when last here. But 
since my arrival at this Port, I found so many 
malicious reports from her, that it has entirely re- 
irioved tlie thoughts of any such thing. My cir- 
ciimstauces are miserable enough, having lost all 
1 was Avorth, by my misfortune in Ceylon ; and 
the balance of my accounts for four years’ service 
in this place amounts to so small a sum that I fear 

. 19 
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I shall go off a debtor from this place. 1 air, 
ready to make oath in every particular here in- 
serted ; hoping your Honor and the Council will 
take it into your serious consideration ; then doubt 
not but you will perceive niy actions on my side 
justifiable ; otherwise I must refer myself to the 
Courts at home, by whose verdict I must rest 
satisfied. I am, with due respect, 

Your Honor's and Cotincirs most humble Servant, 
Heney Cornwall.” 

The Judgment of the Governor and Council 
upon this case is worthy of record. 

Monday, 19tli ^February 1711. Pursuant to 
the order of last Consultation, Mrs. Poquet, and 
her daughter Elizabeth Brown, as likewise Captain 
Cornwall appear now before us ; where after all 
parties were fully heard, more especially Captain 
Cornwall, all persons being desired to withdraw^ : — 
it is the unanimous opinion of the Board (Mr. 
Haworth excepted), that C-aptain Hemy Cornwall, 
having married a wife in England notwithstanding 
his preengagement with Mrs. Brown, he has for- 
feited his obligation and thereby become liable 
to the penalty therein expressed ; but in regard 
we ought to weigh matters in the scales of Ecpiity 
and right reason, and considering the present 
circumstances of Captain Cornwall which are but 
moderate, having met with great losses, and 
he generously offering a moiety of what he has in 
the world, and he having cleared the reputation of 
said Mrs. Brown ^ both parties being called iu, 
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were reconciled and made friends, and the said 
Captain Cornwairs proposal accepted of.’’ 

About this time the Kins: of Pegu appears to 
have been very anxious to obtain some articles, of 
European workmanship, particularly clocks, as ap- 
pears from the following* letter to the Governor of 
Fort St. George, dated 24th February, 1711. 

“ In the jurisdiction of Smiapranda and Tliama- 
diha, the precious kingdom of Ava and Golden 
Court, Eajali of Ni and king of twenty and three 
kingdoms and Monarchies, Lord of Silver, Gold, 
Amber, Kuby mines, and red and gold Palaces 12 
in number made of Gold, Lord of the Elephant of 
great value, Lord of many horses of great price, 
Lord of all nations, Lord of all manner of arms, 
Lord of many armies, Lord of this world, the ex- 
cellent High and Mighty Lord, 

“ His order to the Governor of Madras, being 
informed, that amongst the English nation, there 
are many able men, and that without much trouble 
a clock may be had. I desire that it may be thus, 
viz. that it strikes the hours distinctly, beginning 
in the morning by one and so on till twelve ; 
having two images to strike the hours on the bell 
or clock. This and another clock of Malta, with 
a woman’s image poimiig oil in a vessel which 
runs all tlie hour ; and when it is out the said 
image fills it again and so eveiy hour. The king* 
having heard of these things will have much to be 
done to get them ; and if not to be got, to send a 
man here to make them and shall then return to 
his country. I have sent by the Captain of my 
Bhip, Cojah Simon, to the Governor of Madrasi 
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two Euby rings ; if amongst the English or Por- 
tuguese there is any curiosity to be got, let it be 
sent. If my desire is aceomplishecl there shall be 
gi’eat rewards according to my piety, See/’ 

The governorship of Mr. Eraser was, as already 
indicated, brought to a sudden close by the arri- 
Tal of a successor, as appears from the following 
entry. .. 

“Wednesday, 11th July., This morning about 
8 o’clock, came ashore the Honorable Edward 
Harrison Esq., who produced hisCommission, dated 
the 22nd December 1710, appointing him Presi- 
dent for the Eight Honorable United East India 
Company’s affairs on the coast of Coromandel and 
Orissa, and of the Ginjee and Mahratta country, 
and Governor of Fort St. George, Fort St. David, 
and the Island of Sumatra. Which being rend, 
the late President William Eraser -Esq. did resign 
the chair, and deliver the keys of the Fort to the 
said Edtvarcl Harrison Esq.” 
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CHAPTEE XXV. 

GOTEENOBSHIF OF ME. ED-WAKD HAEEISON. 

1711 — 12 . 

The commencement of the Governorship of Mr. 
Hanison is a fitting moment for reviewing the 
contemporary state of Southern India and the 
Dekkan. The declining condition of the Mogul 
power had led to the establishment of new’- re- 
lations between the English and the Native 
authorities ; and at the same time w-e are ap- 
proaching the period when our historians gene- 
rally have commenced what they have been pleased 
to term tile history of the British empire in India. 
’Henceforth therefore the new facts w^e shall bring 
foiwvard from the official records will rapidly in- 
crease in value. They will serve to thrown a clear- 
er light upon one of the most obscure portions of 
the history of the Mogul mle ; and thus they will 
form a connecting link between the dry Native 
annals of Southern India, and the delightful and 
picturesque history of Eobert Orme. 

The death of the great Aurungzebe in 1707, 
and the subsequent struggle between liis three 
sons -vvliich led to the establishment of Shah 
Aulum on the throne of Delhi, have already been 
noticed ; and it will he rcmerahered that a large 
portion of tlie Mahomedan conquests in the Car- 
natic, including the eountrv' round ]\£adras, liad 
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been granted ns a jagliire to the celebrated gene- 
ral Zidlikar Klian. The rising of tlie Sikhs to 
the west of Delhi had called away Zullikar Khan 
to the assistance of his royal master Shah Aiilum 
^orabrief period Dawood Khan had acted as 
Soubali of Golconda, in behalf of Zultikar Khan ; 
bnt in his turn was called awav bv the tronbies 
in the North West.* " " 

In 1/10 the Dewan Sadatulla Khan was appoint- 
ed Is abob of the Carnatic, and appears to have 


retained the government until his death in 1732. 


He IS briefly mentioned by Orme as havino- been 
a rogrJar and acknowledged Nabob of the Carna- 
tic ; and appears to have been noticed by that 
historian in eoiiserpience of his being the .first 
Nabob who attempted to render the office heredi- 
tary, Orme says that Sadatulla Khan, “ havin-r 
no issue, adopted the two sons of liis brothei- 
appointing the elder. Dost Ali, to succeed in the. 
N abob.ship ; and confen-ing on the vounger, Boker 
All, the government of Yellore.” This Sada- 
tnlla Khan has already been mentioned as bavin "• 
required Governor Fraser to deliver up the 
five out-villages to the Eenter of Poonamallee • 
OTd his further mtercoiu’se with tlie English will 
be fully illustrated in future chapters. 

As regards the general state of the Mogul em- 


* From entries in the Consultation BMks;Vesp^ive- 
ly dated 2 ncl of October and 24 th of November 1710 
we leani that Isnph Khan held the post of Snbah of 
Golwuda at thi.s time, but that in consequence of some 
.roubie.s cmsed by the Mahrattas in the neighbourhood 
yt hroluonda, <Dawood Khan was ao-ain appuinted iSid*aii 
Ji hi-s rouni, - ^ .r 
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pire during the reign of King Shall Auluni, but 
little need be said. Shah Auliim sacrificed the 
prestige of his sovereignty for the sake of a hollow 
peace. He effected a compromise ivitli the Raj- 
poots and Mahrattas, but though he thus ap- 
peared to secure his throne from their attacks, lie 
was wholly unable to repress the growing dis- 
orders, which in the end produced the downfal of 
the Mogul dynasty. He died in 1712, after a 
short reign of five years. 

The great event in the governorship of Mr. 
Harrison, namely the rupture between the English 
at Fort St. JDavid and the Mussulman Governor 
of Ginjee, is strikingly illustrative of the eoii- 
teraporary state of Southern India. Bi.vtcen 
miles south of PondicheiTy and a hundred miles 
south of Madras, was the English settlement of 
Port St. David, to which we have already had 
frequent occasion to allude. In lOOi the 
English had bought the settlement, previously 
named Tegnapatam, of Earn Eaja, the Mahratta 
sovereign who was at that time in possession of 
Ginjee. The plot of Dr. Blackwell to deliver up 
Fort St. David to Zidfikar Khan in 1693 has been 
mentioned in its proper place. The celebrated 
fortress of Ginjee is worthy of a passing notice. 
It is seated on the declivities of three detached 
rocky mountains, of very difficult ascent and from 
four to 600 feet in height, which were connected 
by lines of works enclosing an extensive triangle 
in the plains between them ; and for centuries this 
place had been regarded by the natives of Soutliern 
India as the strongest Fort in the Carnatic. Its 
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origin dates f\ir back in immemorial antiquity. 
Somewhei'e about the time of tbe wars of tlie white 
and red Boses, it appears to have been the great 
stronghold of the kings of Chola (Tanjore) against 
the famous old Hindoo sovereigns of Bijaiiugur. At 
length abont I). 1500, — about the time of the 
battle of Bosworth Field and the accession of the 
house of Tudor, — the kingdom of Chola, and with 
it the fortress of Ginjee, was transferred to the 
possession of the Hajahs of Bijanugur ; and long- 
after the kingdom of Bijaniignr had been over- 
thrown by the Mussulman sovereigns of the 
Dekkan, the Hindoos still retained possession of 
Ginjee. About 1669 the Fort was captured by 
the Mussulman king of Bijapore ; but in 1677 it 
was taken by Sev^ee the great Mahratta. For 
four or five years it held out under Bam Baja 
against the whole force of the army of Aurungzebe ; 
but was finally captured by Zulfikar Khan in 1698. 
A series of Bajpoot governors were then appointed 
by the Mogul, and ruled the surrounding country 
in his name i but during the anarchy wliich fol- 
lowed the death of Aiu’ungzebe, these Bajpoots af- 
fected independence and assumed the rank of 
Bajahs. 

At the time of Mr. Harrison’s accession to the 
Government of Fort St. George, Serope Singh w^as 
Governor or Eajah of Ginjee. It is difficult to 
assign the exact limits of the country under the 
jurisdiction of Serope Singh ; but it was probably 
bounded on the north by the tenitoiy under the 
Nabobs of Arcot, and on the south by the Hindoo 
principalities of Tricliinopoly and Tanjore. Fort 
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rSt. l)avid was thus ijiclucletl in the country mider 
Serope Singli, in the same way that Port St, 
(reorge was included in the country of Sadatiiila 
Khan. It appears that a former Deputy Gover- 
nor of Port St. David, Mr. lloberts by name, had 
in some sort of way, not siilhciently explaiiiecl in the 
records, become security to Serope Singh for the 
sums collceted by the Bent ers. Subseqiieiitly the 
-Renters had run away with the money, and, Serope 
Singh h(‘id the English Company responsible for the 
amount. By way of expediting a settlement, 
Serope Singh had carried away two European Olii- 
(■:ers of the garrison of Port St David, and confined 
them and treated them with the greatest barbarity 
at Ginjee. In 'February 1711, an attempt was 
made by tlic Government of Port Bt. David to 
s{‘ize some Chief men of the Ginjee government, 
who iiappened to be in the neighbourhood of Fort 
St. David. No pidsoners were taken, but three 
Moormen, and one of the Port St. David Garrison 
were killed on the spot. Great troubles were 
therefore to be anticipated from this direct act of 
hostility on the part of the English ; and as it ap- 
pears That the Government of Port St. David had 
acted in many cases most injudiciously, and that 
llic utmost disorder prevailed in the Garrison, Mr, 
-Ra worth, a member of the Council of Port St. 
George was dispatched to the .scene of action, 
accompanied by live European ships wliosc 
-- presence it was hoped would bring the enemy 
to terms. Mr. Eaworth set off in July 17li. 
The following extracts will illustrate the state of 
affairs. The enemy’s force from Ginjee had 
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blockaded Fort St. David by land, so that ani~ 
inumtion and provisions coiiid only be forwarded 
by sea. The hrst extract is entered in the con- 
sultation on Sunday evening 19th August, 17 IL 
and is entitled A true narrative ofan'action that 
happened between Captain Iloach’s party and our 
enemy this day, being the llth of August, 1711. 

It is related in Captain Eoach’s own words, and 
describes a desperate encounter in which he was 
engaged with the forces bC Ginjee. The narrative 
is as follows : — 

I was ordered to possess myself of a part of 
the IjoLinds, where the enemy were seen to be firing 
very briskly from last night ; which I did this 
moiiiing by break of day. I ordered about SQO 
peons that belonged to the outguards to attend 
ine.^ The coolies began' to work about the de- 
molishing the walls by six in the morning* and 
continued till 12 at noon ; but could not hear of 
any of tlie enemy’s to be near our bounds, onlv a 
tew ])eons about a mile oiT. But about 13 o’clock 
iiireliigence was brought that Alahobat Khan, witll 
id! the force of Gliinjee, was within a mile of our 
bounds. Ipoiiwhichl despatched immediately 
a peon to the Governor and Council, who was not 
arrived m two hours. In the interim, before 1 
had any relief from the rest of the bounds, they 
attacked me withabout 400 horses and 10 jo'iboL 
It was a great misfortune to me their attacking 
the party Captain Coventry had tlie command of - 
and Knsign Somervile ; the latter proved such a 
coward, that he was the occasion of the ruin of 
the whole party, in showing them an examnh* hv 
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nuiiung away first, which cost liini his life, and 
abundance more of the same party. But I must 
do (?aptain Coventry that justice, that he behaved 
himself extraordinarily well, and would have made 
a very good officer, if please God he liml lived. 
He received several wounds before he dropt. I 
had my horse shot under me, and was charged 
several times by the whole party of horse upon 
both fianks and rear, and kept them in play till 
they were glad to leave me master of the field with 
less than forty men. There was not one of the 
200 peons I carried with me, would stand, neither 
officers, nor peons ; but when the horse charged 
me, they presently rati away. If they had but 
stood by me, I would have inoimtetl as many 
horses of the enemies as would have made a good 
troop for the Company. For there was not less 
than seventy or eighty of them running about 
the field, ivithout riders, their masters Ixdiig dis- 
moiuited. We compute that the enemy coiibl 
have lost not less than 140 and 150 men killed 
and wounded, besides horses. I have buried tlie 
dead all in the field of battle, excepting Capraiii 
Coventry and Ensign Somervile whom I sent to 
the fort, ’ I leave any impartial person to judge 
what the- loss of the enemy must be, when they 
were at the push of the pike for two hours to- 
gether, and applied with our bullets and sivan shot 
as fast as possibly we could. This is the true riai- 
rative of what happened.” 

Tlie next extract, dated 10th September, 1711, 
will show the disorders which prevailed at this ihnc 
amongst the soldiers of the garrison. Ii is entitkui 
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‘‘ An account of the murder of Thomas Parsons, 
Serjeant, by Jacob Yanbash yson, Centinel, one oi’ 
the Bengal men, but at present belonging to Cap- 
tain Roach’s party/" 

“ Thomas Kii*k, John Buck, and Abraham Clark, 
belonging to. Captain YiveCs company at Ciidda- 
lore, by his pemission came to the P'ort to visit 
some of their comrades, particularly Thomas Par- 
sons who had the command of the party at Teve- 
napataxn Gate. , On, meeting him they went in 
company to a punch house near the said gat(% 
wdiere they found several more of their vocation 
drinking ; but being none of their acquaintance, 
they passed by them, sablting them wiih their 
usual ceremony, “ Good morrow to ye brothers,” 
and so rrent into another yard, where they stayed 
no longer than to drink a dram each man. Then 
they were returning, when Jacob Yanbashayson, a 
Dutchman, without any manner of provocation 
given, attacked the said Seijeant Thomas Parsons 
with his naked sword, and struck him several blows 
over his head. Secondly, without giving him time 
to defend himself, he gave liini a thrust 
into his body, on which he immediately fell. 
John Kirk abovementioiied was the person next 
to the Serjeant, who the said Jacob Yanbashayson 
attacked in the same manner he did Parsons. Bui 
seeing the fate intended him, he defended himself 
so well with his sword (which tvas not drawn}, 
that though he cut his scabbard in six places and 
made several thrusts at him, yet he received no 
harm; hut had certainly been murdered, had not 
John Buck stept into liis assistance. Jolin Buck 
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immediately called Jacob Vanbasliajsoii, and seized 
Ills sworcbwhicli — notwithstanding he drew tlirongli 
bis liaiid and gave Mm some strokes over the bead, 
and at last made a stab at Mm wMcli just touch- 
ing his thigh, — for safety of his life he was obliged 
to quit his hold ; when the said Jacob Va\i- 
bashayson still pursued him, and to save his 
life, having no weapon, he was forcetl to dodge 
him round some pillars which were in the yard, 
till he found an opportunity to go out of the 
door ; which he immediately embraced, but as 
he was going over the threshhold u'as prevcutecl 
by Derrick Johnson, who piilied him back by the 
coat and likewise knocked down John Kirk." By 
this time the guard from Tevenapatam came, and 
made the two Datchmeii prisoners. Tliotigli they 
resisted some time with sword in hand, before they 
would suiTender, and the murderer was so very des- 
perate for fear of condign punisliment, that hod lu.’ 
net been boimd lie wouid open breasted have run 
upon the bayonets on the muzzle of the guanFs 
pieces.' , ■ 

“ Jacob Yaribashayson says nothing more in his 
defence tliau that he was drunk and knew not 
wliat he did, that he had no malice at all against 
the Serjeant, and repented sincerely of the fact. 
Notwithstanding, as he had imbrued his hands in 
a fellow soldier’s blood, he thought he deserved to 
die ; but begged if we could not be merciful, as 
he had good relations (though he now was no more 
than a Cent in el) that he might not die tlic death 
of a rogue, but a soldier, and be shot to dearh by 
a file or two of men of the party he belonged to. 
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‘‘ Derrick Jolnisoo m iio was with him, is a fel- 
low that has been publicly scourged at Batavia, 
and wears the cross on Ids back. ]ie denies he 
was accessory to the murder, and that he only 
interfered when he knocked Kirk down, to part the 
persons engaged. But all circumstances make the 
contrary appear, and shows his inclinations as 
good. But it was not in his power to commit as 
heinous a crime as his companion. 

“ Thomas Parsons was brought speechless into 
the fort ; but at that juncture more occasioned by 
liquor than his wound. The Doctor had some 
hopes at first ; but in six hours they ended wich 
the fellow^5 life. Upon opening Ids body we foumi 
the wound, very near direct down, and that the 
sword had penetrated Ids midrilf and wounded 
several of his intestines. 

"‘This is what the three persons first named 
liave declared u]>on oath before the Deputy Gover- 
nor and Council.^ Tiio. Gray. Secretary.”’ 

‘‘Fort St. David, September 11th 1711. 

About this time a Lieutenant and Ensign wore 
found drunk and incapable whilst on guard at 
Cuddalore, at a time of imminent danger. Ac- 
cordingly they were sent to Madras, and the fol- 
lowing remarks upon their case, as well as upon 
the murder of Parsons, are entered in the consul- 
tation book as follows : — 

‘‘Thursday, 20th September, 1711. Lieutenant 
Tiver and Ensign Williams being sent for up, and 

File murderer- appears to' have been subsequent] v 
executed, , , “ 
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iiie cliarge against them being read by the Secre- 
tary, tliey were asked by the Ib'esident, what they 
iiad to say in tlieir vindication ; who making 
iiiany frivolous excuses, but at last confessing their 
minie and begging pardon, were ordered to with- 
draw, and the Ih-esident ottered to the board as fol- 
lows. That the military in general under this 
Ih'esideney are, by slack discipline for the past two 
years, become so intolerably sottish and disorder- 
ly tl\at it is high lime a^refonnation should be 
made for the security of our settlements, and the 
.Honorable Company’s estate committed to our 
charge. 

The barbarous murder lately committed on 
:hnjeant Parsons by a druuken Dutchman at Fort 
Sr. .David, is testimony sufficient to what a height 
of insolence matters are grown ; and it is well 
known that Mr. Parmer when Deputy Governor 
rd* Fo3't St. David durst not go out of the Port for 
ft-ar the Guard should shoot him as lie passed the 
gate. 

“ Add to these instances the daily disorders of 
drunkenness in this garrison, which though severe- 
ly piinislied, yet the seeds still remain, and the 
riirc is not thoroughly perfected. 

]f The officers themselves, whose business it is 
l.)y strictness of discipline and good examples to 
preserve their commaiKT^aiid keep their people 
^rithiu the bounds of their duty ; ;if tliey sliall be 
found dead drunk upon their posts in a time of 
s(,*rvice when surrounded by the enemy, what can 
be expected but ruin and destruction to tlie affairs 
of those that employ them. 
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'' Oiilired further that the crime in our Eu- 
ropean Armies is punished in a capital .manner ; 
and then the question was put and unaniniously 
agreed that Lieutenant Viverand Ifmsigu IVillinms 
be cashiered, and that Lieutenant Yiver do prepan.- 
to go for England by the HalifaxA 

Whilst Fort St. David was thus in. clanger of 
falling into the hands of Serope Singh, Mr. Harri- 
son thought it advisable to lay the whole matter 
before Zulhkar Khan, ya. the hope that the inter- 
ference of so great a man might have its effect up- 
on the llajah of Ginjee. The letter to Zulfikar 
Khan is dated 11th October, 1711 and is a.s 
follows : — 

“ To His E.xcellency Zulfikar Khan Bahadur, 
Nurzerat Sing, Backsliee of the whole Eni- 
pire, &c. 

‘‘ Sir, — Understanding how great a share your 
Excellency bears in the Government of this mighty 
Empire, I thought it my duty to acquaint you of 
my arrival here to preside over the English affairs 
ill these parts ; and I think myself obliged more 
especially so to do, in regard that niy jiredecessor 
in this Government (Mr. Bitt) have informed me, 
before I left England ; that as your Excellency 
was one of the Chief pillars of the Empire, so yon 
had upon sundry occasions manifested your goocl in- 
clinations to the English in these parts ; and that ii 
was under your shadow and by your good counte- 
nance that they enjoy those privileges and security 
ill their trade, which now they do. WHiile Your 
Excellency lay with your army at Ginjee, 1 imcler- 
stand you were pleased to issue out your Purwan- 
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jia for securing to ^ us our privileges at Tevenapa- 
tarn (Foii St. David). Upon my arrival here I 
found that place in trouble ; Serope Sino-li 
having seized some of the English there and car- 
ried them prisoners to Grinjee, on occasion of some 
disgust given him by a former Governor. We are 
but a small handful of people, and our business 
is trade ; and, therefore, all quarrels with the Go- 
vernment is extremely prejudicial to us, and dis- 
troys the end for which we settle in these parts. 
Since my coming I have laboured all I could to 
compose this difference, but to my great trouble, 
it hath hitherto proved ineffectual. If tliis affair 
comes to be represented at Court, no doubt but 
Serope Singh’s agents will do it as much to our 
disadvantage as they can. I, therefore, humbly 
beg of your Excellency, that if any complaint be 
made against us on this subject that you will be 
pleased to excuse the matter, and that we desire 
nothing more than to live in tranquility and peace 
in our small Factories. And if Your Excellency 
would be pleased to procure us his Majesty’s 
Hoosbullhookum to Serope Singh, to let us live 
in quiet and mend on trade, it will be a singular 
service to your petitioner, and which he shall al- 
ways retain a grateful sense of.” 

To this letter no reply appears to have been re- 
ceived. Zulfikar Khan, now the great Bahadur 
Khan, was far too much engaged to trouble himself 
about the affairs of a small Factory of foreign 
merchants, like those at Fort St. David and Fort 
St. George. 

Our next extract is a still more curious one 
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Mr. Haworth on arriving at Fort St. David to 
take up the duties of Deputy Governor, discover- 
ed that his immediate predecessor Mr. Farmer 
had ordered the destruction of a great quantity 
of grain and a large number of villages belonging 
to the Ginjee- government, simply because he had 
heard that Mohabat Khan, the commander of the 
beseiging force, had boasted that the English 
” dared not make ano^er attempt by marching 
out into the couittry belonging to Sorope Singh.’^ 
This needless act of destruction and ravage natu- 
rally increased both the exasperation and the de- 
taands of the Ha|ah of Ginjee, who at that time 
had sent ambassadors to Fort St. David with the 
terms on which he Was prepared to conclude a 
peace. When these terms were communicated to 
Fort St. George, together with the cause of their 
being so much in excess of the Henters debt, the 
matter was Warmly commented on by Governor 
Harrison and Coimdl as follow's : — 

^‘ Monday, 29 th October. A, general letter 
from Fort St. David was read ; in which to our 
great surprise^ we find that IVIr. Farmer and the 
Council in his time have set their hands to the 
following paragraph. ^ 

It is most certainly true that Serope Singh 
cbuld not before in Jhstice demand more of us 
than the Henter^ debt, and not that neither be- 
icause Mr. Hoberts . was their security when they 
run away, hot the Company ^ hut the destruction 
of fifty or sixty thousand pagodas worth of grain, 
about fifty two villages aud towns, among which 
was his favorite town Yembollum, and killihg the 
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Pandarram : tliese ^xb tMBgs which realij make 
‘demands carry too miich justice with them ; and we 
heartily wish the diferences may be composed^ 
and so happily settled as before the commencement 
of this war. Without your permissioii though to 
disburse something considerable out of the Com- 
pany’s cash, we shall not ask it till we find an 
absolute necessity.’’ 

‘‘We (the Governor and Council of Fort St* 
George) cannot but observe with a great deal 
of concern the unaccountable folly and ill- 
management of these gentlemen through the 
whole eourse of this affair ; but mpst parti- 
cularly in this artickf For after they had sent 
out all their forces, without any orders from, 
hence, to burn and destroy dl tlie country 
and grain round about them, empowered by a 
single order signed by Mr. Farmer only, — they now 
as good as tell us in so many w^ords, that the un- 
lawful depredations they have eommitted really 
make Serope Singh’s demands cany top much jus- 
tice with them 5 and shamefully confess that they 
are afraid they shall be necessitated to ask us to 
disburse something considerable out of the Com- 
pany’s cash. Mr. Farmer and his then Council 
would have done veiy well to have considered this 
inconvenience before they proceeded so rashly on 
their own heads.” 

A few days afterwards some further progress 
was made in effecting a settlement with the am- 
bassadors of Serope Singh, as will be seen by the 
following extracts. 

“ Tuesday, 6th Kovember. The President 
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communicates to the Board a letter from the 
Deputy Governor of Fort St. David * the sub- 
. stance of which is as follows 

“ That the enemy cannot be brought to more 
moderate demands than thirty thousanu Chuckrums, 
which is sixteen thousand six hundred pagodas. 
In consideration of which they will give us three 
towns, Trevandrum, Padre Copang and Coronut- 
tum, besides their half of all the towns that lay 
part within and part without our bounds. They 
likewise agree for ever to renounce all claim to our 
bounds, and all pretensions upon us whatsoever, 
with the usual presents of horses and vests upon 
the like occasion. To all which the Deputy Go- 
vernor desires a speedy answer ; this being their 
last result, and that he keeps the ambassadors 
with very much difficulty from returning to 
Ginjee.*’ 

** Then the state of the Fort St. David war was 
taken into consideration and fully debated. 

Agreed that our Honorable Masters are at 
four thousand pagodas charge more or less per 
month for maintaining the war, besides several 
stores and provisions sent from hence ; and no rent 
was mceived for the villages in our bounds since 
the beginning of the war, which is an intolerable 
charge; and no hopes of any ease as long as the 
war continues, amounting to forty-eight thousand 
pagodas per annum. 

Agreed that if the war continues* our people 
will be shut up in their bounds, and we must sup- 
ply them with grain from hence and all other 
necessaries. Most of their inhabitants out of fear 
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would desert them; and our merchants, though 
they have mde a large contract, will never be able 
to bring in their goods; and consequently we 
shall have our broad cloth left upon our hands 
when the next year’s shipping arrives. 

" Agreed likewise unanimous^ that let us con- 
tinue the war never so long, we can never hope to 
be reimbursed one farthing of our vast expenses- 
It would indeed have been well, if all these things 
had been duly considered before our predecessors 
were so far engaged in it. But it is never too 
late to repent of wrong measures, and now we must 
make the best of a bad market ; wherefore we 
have agreed that a letter be wrote to the Deputy 
Governor and Council of Fort St. David as foD 

lows 


“To Eobert Eaworth, Esq., Deputy Governor 
of Fort St. David and Council. 


^ Sirs,— This morning the Governor has laid 
before us Mr. Eawortli’s letter of the Srd instant 
wherein he writes that the enemy will not come to 

any agreement unless we consent to pay thirty 
thousand Chuckrums, which we take to be sixteen 
thousand six hundred and odd pagodas. In consi- 
deration of which they will giye the villages of 
Trevandrum, Padre Copang and Coronuttiim 
besides their half of all the towns which He part 
within our hedge and part without, and that they 
will entirely renounce all claim to our bounds on 
any pretence whatsoever. 


“ We have very seriously considered the first 
article and find it to be so unreasonable a sum of 
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money tliat can never consent to pay it on onr 
Honorable Masters’ account, 

“ We cannot judge if it be worth while to buy 
the three villages before mentioned, and the half of 
the towns that lie part within oux bounds and part 
without, till you send us a computation of what 
revenue they will annually yield, and what security 
we can have we shall continue in quiet possession 
of them hereafter, i’or we must be of opinion we 
have too much. ground already at your settlement 
to defend against an enemy. If Serope Singh 
dares dispute a grant confirmed to us by Zul- 
fihar Islhan Bahadur, what value ought we to put 
upon his grant, (or what else he will call it) who 
is no more in comparison with the other than his 
Buckshi is to Mm, and may be not so much. 
Pray let this point be urged home, and let us have 
a speedy answer. 

An entire renounciation of claim to ail things 
within our bounds is a tender point to be handled ; 
for his pretending to a claim, after Zuifikar Khan 
Bahadur’s grant, is an undeniable reason why we 
shoMd buy no grants of him ; since by the same 
rule the next Goveraor of Ginjee may dispute our 
title to all we possess, and, by the same forcible 
means may compel us to pay what sum he pleases, 
so that our title will always be precarious. 

We should consent to paying off the Eenter’s 
debt; and if we could have good security that 
even he himself and the rogues about Mm would 
not molest us in the possession of these grants 
he offers, we might though unwillingly consent to 
pay a sum of money for them, but never the sum 
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thejr insist upon. Since npoii tlie best account 
we can get of tbe villages here, the rent will be 
but inconsiderable. 

We shall wait your answer to these material 
points, and in the mean time desire that the treaty 
may go on in the manner we have mention- 
ed ; that is to say that the Kenter’s debt be 
kept apart and made up by itselt; and if 
we give any thing more that it may be for some 
thing that you are satisfied will bring in an equiva- 
lent in a few years, or otherwise we can never con- 
sent to buy till we have orders from England. 

“ We leave this management as we did formerly 
to the Deputy Governor^ with the same directions 
that he lay the treaty before the Board, ere the 
agreement is perfected.** 

Immediately afterwards further intelligence was 
received from Fort St. David to the effect that the 
Company’s merchants and all the chief inhabitants, 
were determined to leave the bounds if the treaty 
should break through ; also that the towns offered by 
Serope Singh were worth six thousand chuckrums 
per annum ; and that if the ambassadors were once 
suffered to return to Ginjee there would be no hopes 
of getting them down a second time ; and if the 
English should be forced to send their own am- 
bassadors to Ginjee for a peace, it would cost at 
least dotible the money. Accordingly another 
letter was dispatched to Mr, Eaworth, from which 
We make the following extracts. 

“ We are still of the same opinion for a speedy 
and honorable peace. We agree that Serope Singh 
ought to hat^e satisfaction for the Eentcr’s debt, 
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and we should as readily agree to make Mr. Eo- 
herts pay it, if it was in our power. But since it 
is not, we must hy the necessity of affairs submit 
to pay it for him ; because he was the Company’s 
Governor, and it being always customary for the 
Governors to treat singly with the great men of 
these parts, that whatever is transacted between 
them, they look upon it as firm as if done with the 
Company themselves. We shall apply the money 
we have attached belonging to Mr. Eoberts, for 
the payment of this matter as far as it will go, and 
shad take care to debit him for the remainder. 

We think this article of our treaty ought to 
be first settled ; and as to the remaining part of 
the sum demanded, we had much rather let his 
precarious villages alone than have any thing 
to do with them; though we must confess six. 
thousand chnckmms per annum is a sufheient 
rent for the sum we are to pay. 

“ If you can make good what you write in your 
letter, and can have good security that we shall 
enjoy the villages peaceably, and be unmolested 
in our affairs, we are content that you make a 
peace upon the terms that you mention ; though 
we hope you will show your dexterity in procuring 
an abatement. 

‘‘ It will behove you to be very circumspect 
in the Articles of the treaty, and to part with no 
money till you have some security. Eor there is 
not a more faithless wretch upon earth than the 
man you have to deal with. We desire that there 
may be an article inserted for the ease and securi- 
ty of passengers at Tanapollum, which w-e think is 
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the place where Mr. Eaworth formerly met with 
so much trouble in going to Port St. jband. 

well to lay these matters now 
before your Council ; and before you conclude the 
treaty, it will be proper that you protest in form, 
jointly against Mr. Koberts as the author of all 
these troubles, and the person that ought to be ac- 
countable for aU the damages sustained thereby. 

“ As for your merchants offering to leave 
the bounds, we cannot but think it a great piece 
of insolence at such, a juncture ; and since 
they would seem thereby to necessitate you to a 
TOmpliance, it was a very proper time to ask them 
how . much they could contribute to a peace. 
When they made their contract, they knew the 
war was a afoot ; and though you have not yet 
sent us a copy of your contract, we do not remem- 
ber you ever mentioned that you had obliged yom-- 
selves to buy a peace. 

“ It is a great sum of money we now consent to, 
and should never have done it upon any terms but 
the equivalent to re-imburse us. We shall impati- 
ently expect your answers/' 

We gather from the following graphic account 
of an attack on the enemy's entrenchments, that 
the negociations were for a while broken off. 

Friday, 26th January, 1712. A general letter 
from the Deputy Governor and Council of Fort 
St. David, dated the 20th instant, was read j ac- 
quainting us that they had made an attack upon 
an entrenchment of the enemy’s at a place called 
.Crimumbaukum, about half way between that 
place and Pondicherry, in the following manner. 
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Ml*. Haworth being advised that a party of 
about three hundred Moorish foot detached from 
their entrenchment at Crimumbaukum, used in 
their rounds to pass between Coniquile and our 
hedge. Ordered Captain Courtney and Captain 
Howson, with sixty Grenadiers, to lay ambuscade 
for them on the 19 th, in a place that was thought 
the most convenient, and if possible cut them off. 
Accordingly at nine they went to the place appoint- 
ed, wliei'e they waited till one o’clock, when per- 
ceiving none of the enemy appeared they marched 
directly to their entrenchment, which was immedi- 
ately alarmed, about forty of them being without 
the door, who repairing in with a great deal of 
precipitation on their approach, excluded about 
twenty-two of their comrades. All which were 
immecbately pht to the sword, and then they (Cap- 
tains Courtney and Howson) ordered Seijeant Au- 
lin with two Me of men, to mount the wall on the 
opposite side ; which he did with a great deal of 
bravery, and forced them to retreat where the two 
captains were with the main body of the party ; 
who immediately upon it ordered forty grenadoes to 
be flung in, which did wonderful execution. And 
while they were in, this consternation, the grena- 
does flying in pieces amongst them, and the sei^eant 
on the other side firing upon them with swan shot, 
they forced open the door and entered sword in 
hand ; where they met with a good stout repulse. 
But the execution done upon them before had so 
dispirited them, that in the end every man began 
to shift for himself ; some making for the door, and 
others flinging themselves over the wall into the 
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ditchj in order to make their escape ; till what with 
those that got away, and those that fell, they had 
in a short time free possession of the place without 
any molestation ; when they had an opportunity to 
view the slain which amounted to more than one 
hundred. Besides which they say the ground was 
all strewed with pieces of skulls, hands, and legs, 
which to be sure was the effect of the grenadoe 
sheOs” 

The disorderly state of the garrison of Fort St. 
David has already been illustrated, but still we 
cannot avoid bringing forward the following parti- 
culars as giving us an insight not only into the 
affairs of Fort St. David, but into military life in 
general as it was a hundred and fifty years ago. 

‘‘ Wednesday, 28th January. The President 
acquaints the Board that the Deputy Governor 
and Council of Fort St. David have sent up 
Lieutenant Courtney, Ensign Brooks, and Serjeant 
Peterson prisoners in two Mussulars, for several 
crimes set forth as follows in their general letter. 

‘‘ On Tuesday last Captain Courtney having 
dined with the Deputy Governor (Mr. Eaworth) 
went as he was accustomed into Mr. Weld’s room, 
where Avas sitting Ensign Paddle. He walked 
backwards and forwards for sometime without 
speaking a word. But at last attacked him in a 
very odd sort of a manner, telling him he was an 
impudent fellow, son of a Skip Jack, and used 
abundance of other epithets, very improper for a 
man that carries a commission, to utter or take ; but 
Paddle it seems, regarding the place he was in, 
and not caring to make any disturbance under 
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Mr. Haworth’s roof, hore it very patiently, till 
Courtney at last drew and assaulted him ; and be- 
fore the guard could come in to quiet the distur- 
bance, had wounded Paddle about an inch and 
a half deep in the belly and stabbed him in the 
left temple. The Deputy Governor immediately 
secured them both under guards in different ap- 
partments, and yesterday acquainted us with it in 
consultation; when they were both sent for up, 
and heard what they could say for themselves, and 
the declarations of Messrs. Matthew Weld and 
Henry Cottrel taken. The one of which was pre- 
sent when some words past between them on Sun- 
day last ; and the others not only there but like- 
wise the greatest part of the time they were scuf- 
fling together.. The copies of which we enclose for 
your Honor’s perusal.” 
i. . The Declpimtion of Mr, MMhew Weld, 

‘‘ Sunday the 20th in the Afternoon. Captain 
Hercules Courtney and Ensign Joseph Paddle 
being at my lodgings, where also was Mr. Henry 
Cottrel, when Captain Courtney asked Ensign 
Paddle to give one Richard Pain, a Centinel on the 
main guard and a drunken abusive fellow, liberty 
to go out of tlie Port for two or three hours in a 
day about some business he had for him. To 
which Ensign Paddle replied, he could not. There- 
at Captain Courtney paused a little, and then flew 
into a passion, saying, “What do you mean 
Ensign Paddle, D-^ me, I will have him with- 
out asking you.” To that Ensign Paddle said, 
“ If he is a man belonging to your Company you 
may have him, but as he is upon this guari I 
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must have another in his room to do his duty.^* 
Hereat Captain Courtney grew very abusive to 
Mr. Paddle the Ensign of the guard, giving him 
the lie, calling him an impudent saucy fellow, and 
threatened to beat him and thrust his cane down 
his throat, which he shook at him in a menacing 
manner, uttering many other abusive expressions. 
To all which said Ensign Joseph Paddle made 
civil replies and mild, and gave his reason, why 
he could not permit said Pain to go out of the 
Port ; he being so frec^uently guilty of misdemea- 
ners when at his liberty, that he feared, he should 
be blamed he suffered him abroad ; desiring 
Captain GoUrtEey not io ^ treat him so scurvily, 
and that he would not strike him, for he would 
not suffer it. When their difference grew to this 
height I desired them both to forbear quarrelling 
in my house. Whereat, they then gave over, and 
I thought all would have been past by. 

“ But Tuesday the 22nd of January 1712, 
about three in the afternoon, Captain Hercules 
Courtney came into my lodgings, where Mr. 
Joseph Paddle was with me at a table smok- 
ing a pipe of tobacco ; and after taking some 
few turns in my room seemingly in a passion, 
stood by me and demanded of Ensign Paddle, 
how he came to write so saucy and impudently to 
him in the parole note ; telling him that his su- 
periors used him with more respect than barely to 
conclude after the word with his name only. To 
this Ensign Paddle replied he wrote it in haste and 
designed no affront by it, and hoped he would not 
make this omission occasion of quarelling with 
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him, on account of their late difference about said 
Bichard Pain ; adding that Captain Courtney had 
then very grossly abused him, who answered he 
had not, but he very much deserved it ; and im- 
mediately flew into a passion, and said he was a 
saucy impudent fellow and would make him 
know his distance, and let Mm see he did not 
make such as him Ms companion, with several 
such like scornful expressions. . To wMch 
Mr. Paddle replied in a very calm manner, Sir, 
I bear a Commission so weU as you and 
then desired he would curb his passion, for he 
could not bear such abuses. 

“ Upon that Captain Courtney flew into a more 
violent passion, and stepping back into the mid- 
dle of the room immediately drew his sword. 
Whereat Ensign Paddle (whose sword lay with 
the belt and scabbard about two steps on one side 
of him upon two chairs) got up and took hold of 
it. But before he had completely drawn, and put- 
ting himself into a posture of defence, whilst the 
point of his sword was scarcely out of the sheath 
and pointing downward. Captain Courtney who 
drew first and was in a readiness, advanced on him 
and struck a forcible blow on Ensign Paddle’s 
sword, which beat it up backward and so struck it 
out of his hand, pushed Ensign Paddle into the 
belly who notwithstanding readily got hold of his 
sword again. But in the very instant as he stoop- 
ed to recover it. Captain Courtney closed in with 
him, and shuffled him down into the window ; 
where Captain Courtney had him under, with his 
left hand on Ensign Paddle’s sword arm, and his 
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own sword pointed at Ensign Paddle’s breast, bid- 
ding Mm deliver Ms sword and beg Ms life. Upon 
tMs I left them, and made wbat haste I could 
to call a guard ; and on my return found Captain 
Courtney with both swords in Ms hands and 
Ensign Paddle asking for his sword, which 
Captain Courtney returned. After this a dispute 
arose about the difference, when Ensign Paddle 
told Captain Courtney that he used him very 
scurvily in drawing on him in the Port and un- 
awares ; but that now he was so good a man 
as himself. With that Captain . Courtney said 

me Sirrah, what alter I have given you 

your life and Sword, you have the impudence to 
prate and immediately mu furiously upon him, 
and catching hold of Ensign Paddle’s sword, broke 
it in two pieces ; and then they fell to cutting, hut 
were parted by Seijeant Wanton. Soon after came 
the Captahi of the Guard, in whose presence Cap- 
tain Courtney continued to abuse Ensign Paddle in 
very scurrilous language, calling him skipkennel,” 
sorry fellow,” “ just come from waiting at a 
table and treated him with abundance of such like 
insufferable expressions ; though at the same time 
Ensign Paddle desired him to shake hands and be 
friends. To which Captain Courtney replied, he 
would not concern himself with any such fellow 
as he is.” 

Matthew Welb.”^ 


* The other deposition is Kttle more than a repeti- 
tion of the above. Captain Courtney was subsequent- 
ly recalled. 
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The troubles at Port St. David were at last 
brought to a conclusiou in April 1712, through the 
mediation of M. Hebert, French Governor of Pon- 
dicherry ; but the peace appears to have cost the 
Company a sum of , 12,000 pagodas in direct pay- 
ment to the Bajah Serope Singh and his officers, 
in addition to the pther. charges and losses attend- 
ing the war. , This , mediation of the French was 
only accepted aft.er some deliberation, as the war 
with France was ,„not brought to a final close until 
the treaty of Utrecht in 1713. It may be men^ 
tioned here that the fortress of Ginjee was captur- 
ed in 1715 by the Dewan Sadatulla Khan. 
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CHAPTEB XXVI. 

GOYERNOESHIP OF ME. EDWAEI) IIAEETSON. 

{Contimted,) 

I7i2-~ia. 

During tlie troubles at Eort St. David' recorded 
in the last chapter, but few incidents of importance 
appear to have taken place at Port St. Georo-e. 
In 1711 the celebrated Danish Protestant Mis- 
sionary, Bartholomew Ziegenbalgh appears to have 
anived from the Danish settlement at Tranquebar 
on a visit to Madras ; and in the consultation 
book of the lath August,. 1711, we find the fol- 
lowing entry. 

‘‘ The Danes Padre, Bartholomew Ziegenbalgh, 
requests leave to go for Europe on the first ship j- 
and in consideration that he is the liead of a Pro- 
testant Mission espoused by the Eight Eeverend: 
the Lord Arch-Bishop of Canterbiny, and tlie rest 
of our Episcopal Clergy, and that our blasters, 
were pleased to send out their money freight free, 
we have presumed to grant him his passage with- 
out paying permission money.” 

A few days afterwards a member of the Danish 
Council at Tranquebar arrived at Madras on his 
way to Bengal, and requested that this permission 
might be rescinded, as a dispute between Ziegen- 
balgh and the Danish commandant which had 
been referred home to the king of Denmark. Ac- 
cordingly the passage was refused until the said 

23 
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Missionary had obtained tlie consent of tho Go“ 
vernor of Tranquebar . 

The following extract from a General Letter, 
dated February 3nd, 1712, and addressed by the 
Board of Directors to the Governor and Comncil of 
Fort St. George, containing some further informa- 
tion respecting any Missionaiy proceedings in 
Northern India. 

is proper hdrfe to tell yon that since the 
entire union of the twb Companies, we act on the 
foot of the new Company’s Charter, which directs, 
that the Company shall constantly maintain, in 
every of theii* garrisons and superior factories, one 
Minister ; and that all such Ministers as shall be 
sent to reside in India shall be obliged to learn, 
witbin one year after tUeir arrival; the Portuguese 
language ; and that they shall apply themselves to 
learn the native langiiage of the country where 
they shall reside, the better to enable them to in- 
struct the Gehtoos that shall be servants or slaves 
of the Company or 6f their agents in the Protes- 
tant religion. That in case of the death of any of 
the said Ministers residing in the East Indies, his 
place shall be supplied by one of the Chaplains out 
of the next ships that shall ahive at or near the 
place where such Minister shall happen to die ; 
and that the Company shall from time to time pro- 
vide School Mji^ter^ in all their Garrisons and 
superior FaetbHes,, where they shall be found ne- 
‘eeasary. 

We are further to acquaint you that the So- 
ciety for Promoting Christian Knowledge, which 
is composed of many of the Keverend Bishops and 
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other Clergy, together with divers well disposed 
Gentlemen have addressed to us in behalf of the 
Protestant Missionaries (at Traiicpicbar), to give 
them our pi'otection and eiicourageineiit, and to 
permit them a Charity School or Schools at Mad- 
ras. They find it difficult to get any English to 
undertake this service, but hope to be aide to dij 
it in another season. We have consented to their 
sending three persons by this shipping, xk. Mr. 
Berlin to be a School Master, hlr. Adler a printer, 
and his brother. They are not certain whether ho 
will reside at Madras, but wherever it is,- he is to 
instruct children there gratis. They have printed 
some small Tracts in Portuguese of prayers, the Ca- 
techism, and other pious collections, for the use of 
the scliolars. W e recommend to you to give your 
coiintenauce and protection to the said persons, 
and other Protestant Missionaries ; ami to supply 
them with a few of the Portuguese Liturgies as 
you find it necessary, and do whatever you think 
proper lor the strengthening their hands in this 
difficult but honourable work of spreading the 
Gospel among the hejithens. Some other recpiests 
they have made us, among the rest, tliat you 
should be empowered to prefer such as they shall 
instruct, preferable to other natives ; which will 
be time enough to pronounce upon, when vve hear 
the success of their endeavours, and whether you 
have any and what objections thereto.” 

About a }car after receiving t])c above, Governor 
Harrison and Council replied as follows in a Ge- 
neral Letter, dated IGth September, 1713. 

‘‘ The design of erecting a Charity Scliool or 
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Schools at tin's place is a Vely noble one, am 
worthy that Honorable Society fur Ih-omotim 
Christian Knowledge, We miruot only be rca<b 
to adjust them with the power you luive given us 
1)ut also with our purses -; and* do not doubt bu 
many of your inhabitants will do the same, if the 
persons they send pH are ’-of tempers and quaiifica- 
tipns ht for the Pudertakingi 
will be English and not foreigners, 
missionaries have not wanted for < 
on^ all occasions, though 
'opinion that they spend a 
money to little or no pu; 
may he some good men s 

very turbulent person, 

may please to judge, by his contriving the esc*; 
ot Mr, Abendana’s widow from her creditors here 
to 1 ranquebar, and marrying her though a Jew to a 
Christian by the way/’ To this letter the Direc- 
tors replied by the next ships as follows. ‘‘ The 
feociety for Promoting Christian Knowledge have 
presented to Us, that they iuive not as vet been 
able to prevail with any of the British nation to 
und^take, the Service of the Protestant Mission to 


But we hope they 
L The Danish 
our assistance 
we must still continue of 
great deal of the Society’s 
rpose ; and though there 
among them there is one 
of whose principles you 
ape 
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and protocfc tlie persons that shall be employed 
therein. We have promised to recommend this, 
as we hereby do, to your consideration; audio 
give them all proper assistances for propagatiiif*: 
the Protestant religion in the way tliey propose. 
We have also allowed the Society to send the JMis- 
sionaries three hundred pounds’ value in pieces S-S, 
and fifty-tiYe reams of paper, with a chest of Books, 
a chest of Beer and a cheese, Freight freed’ 

Wc must add that the Charity School was not 
founded in Madras until the Governorsliip of 
Mr. Collett, the successor of Governor llarrisou. 

From the two following extracts from the con- 
sultation books, it would seem that at this time 
the morals and manners of the Company’s ser- 
vants themselves w'ere very far from what they 
ought to have been. 

“ Tliursday, 2nd August, 1711. The Eight 
Honorable Company’s Servants, Factors, and Wribrs 
being summoned, according to an order last Con- 
sultation do now attend, and being called in, 
were severally checked by the President, for not 
giving their attendance at Divine Service ; and told 
that for the future, whosoever shall be absent on 
Sundays from moiming and evening service shall 
not only be fined nine fanams to the poor but 
be iiTuler tlie displeasure of this board and be 
treated accordingly.” 

Monday, 3 Otli June, 1712. Several disorders 
having been committed at the General Table, 
which we tiud to be partly occasioned by the absence 
of those persons in the service, that are of a su- 
perior standing and might awe the young ones 
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into better behaviour ; — we have thought fit to ap- 
point Joseph Smart head searcher, and five otliers, 
to take their turns, either weekly, or monthly, or 
as they shall agree among themselves, to be pre- 
sent at the Table, and to take care that no inde- 
cencies or disorders aire committed/’ 

We must now tup to the history of the Presi- 
dency. Whilst. l*o?t .David was, warring 
against the Mussulman chief of Ginjee, Port St. 
George seems to have maintained tolerably peace- 
ful relations with the Dewau Sadatulla Khan, now 
Nabob of Arcot. The Bewan sent Governor Har- 
rison the customary vest, turban, and purwanna, 
all of which were received in public with the usual 
solemnities. It is a noticeable fact that at this 
time the authority of the Mogul was declining, 
whilst the distant authotities were become more in- 
dependent in the exercise of their power. The follow- 
ing stoiy of the arbitrary conduct of the Foujdar 
at St. Tlioine fully illustrates this state of things. 

“ Monday, ^Ist January, 1712. Pier Zudda, 
Foiijdar of St. 'I'liomc, is a Moollah of the Seracl 
Caste, which is the chief of all the Moor’s castes in 
these parts. He is likewise chief priest to the 
Dewan Sadatulla Khan ; and has such au influence 
over him that whatever he says is a law, and the 
Dewan does nothing without his advice. When 
Pier Zudda visits him, he rises from his seat, and 
meets him the door ; and when the Be wan 
goes to him he Tec,eives him sitting, nnd frequently 
suffers him to kiss his feet. 

“ This priest has his Jaghire in and about St. 
Thome to the yearly amount of nine thousand 
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pagodas ; and has by bis cruelty to the Portuguese 
inhabitants of that place force(l most of them to 
cpiit it and retire hither, the Bishop among the rest. 
They found means by a Christian woman in Shah 
Auhim's Sei*aglio to lay their complaints before 
him ; who ordered Znifikar Ivhan to scud down 
a Perwanna immediately to the Dewan, command- 
ing him to restore the Portuguese to their habita- 
tions and privileges, and to sea restitution made 
them. A copy of the said Perwanna was sent by 
the Christian woman to the Bishop of St. 'rhom4 
who sent several persons with the same to the 
Dewan at Arcot. But he received them very 
roughly ; chai'ging them with accusing him falsely 
to the King, put them in prison, and threatened 
them tin they paid a sura of money for their 
release ; withal obliging them to sign a paper 
in the Persian language without reading it, where- 
in it is said they own all their former complaints 
to be false and scandalous. This is a piece of 
roguery that we cannot forbear taking notice of, 
to show the weakness of the present Government 
under Shah Aulum, and the great power of Zul- 
hkar Khan, whose creatures the I)ewan and Pier 
Zudda are ; arid undoubtedly he has directed 
them what to do in this affair. However the 
Portuguese are preparing ibr a second complaint 
by the same hand, by which we shall see if the 
King will exert Ms authority or no.” 

In April the news of Shah Aulum’ s death had 
reached the Presidency, as will be seen from the 
following extract. 

Monday, 7th April, 1712v The news of King* 
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Shah Allium's death being duly confirmed, we find 
the neighbouring countries round about us under 
a great apprehension ; all the Poligars having 
long w'aited this opportunity to set up for them- 
selves, and assert their ancient rights and privi- 
leges ; and our Dewan, who is at present Soobah 
(Nabob) of these parts, being marched away to- 
■wards the Tanjore countiy to raise money, wliich 
is what he chiefly minds, and negleets the welfare 
and security of the Government committed to his 
charge. "We have just reason to fear advantages 
will be taken of bis absence by tlie petty Go- 
vernors, to the prejudice of tiade and our invest- 
ment ; and several considerable persons and in- 
habitants oC Arcot, and other neighbouring places 
inland, have within these few days past sent con- 
siderable sums of money to be lodged here for 
security against the expected troubles. Wliere- 
fore it behoves us to put ourselves into as good a 
posture of defence as we can, for the security 
of our Master's Estates, our own inhabitants, 
and all such as shall have recourse to our pro- 
tection." 

It will here be necessary to glance at the events 
which immediately followed the death of Shah 
Aulum ; and we cannot do so better than by ex- 
tracting the account sent home by the Governor 
and Council of Port St. George, in their General 
Letter to the Court of Directors. It records some 
circumstances which have not yet been published 
in leference to the accession first of Jehander 
Shall, and secondly of Feroksere ; together with the 
first appointment of the Nizam of the Dekkan. 
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The first extract is dated October 14ths 
^md is as follows. 

“ On the 8rd of April lllSr, we received advices 
by way of GoleoDdah. that Icing Sliali Aiikim -died 
at Lahore on the 17th February, after very few 
<lays sickness, and most people are of opinion that 
he was poisoned. All his four sons being pre^ 
sent when he died, immediately put themselves at 
the head of their friends to dispute the Empire, 
Azim-oos-Shaun, the second of the four who had 
the Government of Bengal many years, where he 
amassed vast treasures, was much more poweiful 
both ill men and mon^ than any of the other 
three. For which reason Znlikar Khan the Vizier, 
who was entirely in the interest of Moiz-ad-deen, 
the eldest brother, found means by fair promises 
to unite the elder with the two younger brothers 
against Azim-oos-Slia'an; a verbal agreement being 
made between them, that Iluheh-oos-Shaun the 
third brother should have the kingdom of Cabul, 
and Kojesta Acktar, the fourth, the kingdom of the 
Dekkan. Upon these terns they joined their armies 
and fought a bloody battle with their second bro- 
ther ; in which after, a stout resistance, he and his 
oldest son were slain. Alok-ad-deen, having gained 
so complete a victory, and being proclaimed king, 
the two younger brothers sent to him to make 
good their agreement by a finxiaun, that they 
might depart to their several kingdoms. To which 
Moiz-ad-deen returned answer (as it is said by 
the advice of Zulfikar Khan) that he was ready to 
put them in possession of their several Govern- 
ments ; but that he would reserve to himself the 

: 'M 
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stamp of all money coined in liis reign, and the 
Diiroy, — for which we have no word in English^ 
but the sense of it is that he would retain a Su- 
preme power and command over them. These 
new terms enraged the two younger brothers to 
such a degree th^it they immediately joined their 
forces and invited the elder to- a battle ; declaring 
that they Would be mther reai kings or die in the 
dispute, V In ' ‘ , second battle fell the ^two 
younger brotfem- and their sons after a very sharp 
engagement ; and it is said that of the youngest 
brother, who was a very valiant prince, had not 
been killed by a chance shot just as he had sur- 
rounded the eldest, he had taken him piisoner and 
won the battle. Znlfikar khan having been the main 
instrument in promotmg the interest of Moiz-ad- 
^ ' deen, and behavdd himself with wonderful courage 
in both battles, he was immediately confirmed Prime 
Vizier and received other unusual Honors, one of 
which was permitting him .to have a seat in the ' 
king’s presence. As soon as he had established 
the Government he slew several great Omrahs, 
who had been in his brother’s interest, and im- 
prisoned them. After this he marched with his camp 
away to Delhi, having disgusted most of the great 
Omrahs, by the honors done to Znlfikar Khaiu 
“ Azim-oos-Shaun, upon leaving Bengal to go 
to his father Sh^h Aidum’s court, left the Govern- 
ment of that kingdom in the hands of his second 
son Eeroksere ; who- no sooner heard the death of 
his father, but he immediately set up for himselfy 
raising forces and coining money in his own name, 
and endeavoured to seize upon the king’s treasure 
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In possession of the Dewan, but we do not hear 
le lias yet effected it. The last advices we had 
Irom Jiengal were dated the 26th July, and 
ns an account that he was then at Pkiia with a 
'Considerable army; where he waits for Moiz-ad- 
deensson, who is inarching against him; and 
they were in hojves the affair would be decided 
before the rains were set in, but that we believe is 
imiiossible.’’ 

'The next extracts are taken from a Oenerai 
Letter to England, dated 18th September, 1718 
^ ‘‘ We wrote your Honors by the last year’s ship- 
ping the great Kwolution that had happened in ^ 
this Empire ujwnthe death of Shah Aulum. We V 
ndded that Prince Eeroksere, son to Azhn-oos-'^ 
31iaun tliat governed Bengal, had passed Agra with 
his army and defeated the king his uncle Jclmndar 
8hah,^ which has been since confirmed as follows. 

“ This young prince, hearing the sad fate of his 
father, by advice of an old Seiad called Abdulla 
Xhan, whom ^ Aurungzebe had given him for a 
Tutor, immediately caused himself to be proclaimed 
king ; and with his father’s treasure, and what he 
a-aised in Patna among the merchants of ail na- 
tions, he got a pretty good army altogether ; and 

hearing his uncle had disobliged most of the" great 
Omrahs, by his barbarous cruelties and vicious' 
tjourse of life, he marched directly for Agra, near 
■which city the king’s army gave Mm battle and 
was entirely defeated, many great men going over 


* Jehandar Shah was the title assumed by Moiz-ad- 
'doen on ascending the throne. 
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to Feroksere’s si&* ** Ihe king witli Zulfikar Kliau 
fled to Delhi j but Feroksere with his victorious' 
army followed them close at their heel and sur- 
rounded the city that immediately surrendered and 
took them prisoners. Few days after they were both 
mmdered, and Feroksere' now remains the peace- 
able possessor of ih& Empire. » He has made Seiad 
Abdulla Khan Ms prime Ym&c and Gousdeen 
Khan, who came over to Mm in the battle, Nabob 
of all the Dekkati couirtry, whidi ineludes this 
Garnata, Bijapoor, and Goleonda ; he has the 
character of a brave generous man, and a friend to 
the Europeans.^ We have news of his (the Ni- 
zam- ul-Mulk’s) arrival at Auriingabad, and ex- 
pect him to take his residence near Bijapoor, at a 
place called Burhampoor, where when anived it 
will be absolirtely necessary for us to address to 
Mm, because he* has a very great interest with the 
present king and indeed throughout the Empire. 
Whatever we are obliged to do shall be managed 
with the greatest fmgaHty. Your Honors will have 
heard from Bengal that our old friend Zoodee 
Khan came early into this new king’s interest,, 
and made a very brave defence in Hooghly against 


* The father is here apparently confounded with th& 
son. Gousdeen Khan (more properly Ghazee-^iid-din 
Khan) was the father of Cheen Kulich Khan (Chicklis 
Khan in the records) ; attd it was the latter who was 
appointed Yiceroy of tile Bekkan under the title of 

** N izam-uhMuIk, or Regulator of the State.” Cheen 
Kulich Khan, the "Ki5sam,”was the, founder of the 
great independent kingdom of the Dekkan, whose 
sovereigns still bare the name of their illustrious 
ancestor. 
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a much superior force on the side of the former 
king. He is now rewarded by being made Dewan 
of all the Dekkan country under Gousdeeii Khan 
(i. e. the Nizam) ; which is a very great employ- 
ment. The gentlemen in Bengal, who were very 
assisting to him under hand at Hooghly, seem to 
have their chief dependance upon him for intro- 
ducing our present to the new king. 

Zulfikar Khan being cut off, there came imme- 
diate orders from Court to re-assume all the lands 
and villages that weip granted him in these parts by 
Aurungzebe, in consideration of liis good services 
in the conquest of the Gingee country* Accord- 
ingly the Be wan Sadatulla Khan sent us a sum- 
mons to deliver up Egmore &c., villages granted 
us by Zulfikar Khan on account of the assistance 
we gave him wdth ammunition, and what else he 
wanted to cany on his designs* We have hitherto 
staved this business oif with good words and 
pleading our rights ; and when the new Nabob 
(Nizam) comes nearer, we will endeavor to get our 
grant confirmed. In the mean time, if any force 
is used to take them from us we resolve to defend 
them as well as we can. We are in daily expecta- 
tion that our Bewan Sadatulla Khan will be turned 
out, as having been a Creature and Vassal of Zul- 
fikar Khan. Kor which reason, we avoid pur- 
chasing his friendship in this matter by presents. 

‘‘ The new king Eeroksere is a young man of 
about twenty-six years of age. He has the char- 
acter of being brave, prudent and generous ; anc| 
is the last of the race of Aurungzebe except some 
young children imprisoned in the fortress of 



190 


HISTOEY OF HABEAS. 


nri2-is. 


Gwalior, where when once they have entered they 
never came out, and have potions given them to 
destroy their senses. This seems to be the King 
for whom Providence has designed your present^ 
which leads ns to conch upon that affair.” 

The following extract from a Geneial Letter to 
England dated lith October 1712 is curious as 
showing the changes in the trade which attended 
these revolntioiis in the Government, as* weR as the 
nature of the Native demand for the. more im- 
portant articles of English rnannfactnre. 

“ In obedience to your commands we shall lay 
before your Honours, the best account we can 
get concerning the consumption of Broad Cloth 
and other manufactures in the Mogul’s dominions. 
The coarse red and green broad cloth is chiefly 
used among the soldiers and ordinary Moormen 
for saddles, saddle cloths, sntnpture cloth, covers, 
beds and cushions, for palankeens, carpets to sit 
upon, mantles to cover them from the rain and 
sometimes covering for their tents of pleasure. 
The fine broad cloth as scarlet, aurora, some blue 
and yellow is used for the inside of tents for vests 
or mantles in the rainy season among the great 
men ; covering cloths for the Elephants and hac- 
karys cloths to hang round their drums ; for 
shoulder and waist Belts, scabbards to their swords 
and Jimdars or daggers ; for slippers and for 
covers, beds and pillows, and for palankeens. The 
embossed cloth is used to hang round the bottom 
on the inside of the great men’s tents three feet 
high ; for spreadings to sit upon, and cushions 
to lean against j and for cloths to cover the Ele- 
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pliants and horses. Perpetuanos are only used 
among the meaner sort of people for caps,* coats, 
and covering cloths to sleep in during the rains. 

And now we are upon this subject, we must 
inform your Honors that at least nine- tenths of the 
Woollen manufactures vended in these parts is 
among the Moors ; the Gentoos making very 
little or no use of them. The greatest consump- 
tion is in the Mogul's camp, which when at La- 
hore or Delhi is supplied wholly from Surat and 
Persia ; but when at Agi’a, partly from Surat and 
partly from Bengal by way of Patna, from which 
ports the conveyance to the camp is easy and safe. 
But what is disposed of hereabouts is dispei’sed 
among the Nabob’s flying armies in the Caniatta 
country, Bijapore and Golcondali, seldom reaching 
so far as Aurangabad, because tlie carriage is very 
chargeable, and the roads are difficult and danger- 
ous to pass. Wlien king Shah Aulum came down 
to Golcondali with his army in the year 1708 to 
destroy his brother Kam Buksh, we immediate- 
ly found a quicker vent than ordinaiy for our 
broad cloth; and indeed for all other sorts of 
goods consumed among them. And when Dawood 
Khan was formerly Nabob of these parts, he 
always kept a good body of horse in pay, 
which obliged the neighbouring Governors to do 
the same, being always jealous of each other. 
And among these horsemen by much the greatest 
quantity ot our broad cloth then imported was 
consumed ; the trade from this place to their 
camps being very considerable. But now our 
Dewan^ who is Subah of all this country, seldom 
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keeps above five hundred horse with him ; and 
the Government in general being grown much 
weaker than in Aiirungzebe’s time, none of the 
great men keep up the number of horse allow- 
ed by the king, but apply the money to theiz’ own 
use ; and this has brought a considerable damp 
to our trade in gep^ral, but especially upon 

the sale of your mmufee^^. , ^or we have not 
only lost the camp roads are become 

impassable for wanjt vdf t^se horsemen to scour 
them as usual ; so that the merchants are discour- 
aged from coming down with their money and 
diamonds to buy up and carry away our Europe 
and other goods as formerly ; and we cannot see 
any likelihood of better times till the Government 
is well settled and some active man employed on 
the Government of the^ 

We now proceed #it|, tie general current of 
events at the Presidency. The troubles which 
accompanied the death of Sliali Aulum and Jehan- 
dar Shah, and the accession of Eeroksere, had in- 
duced a number of wealthy persons to take refuge 
in Fort St. George. Amongst others came the 
Nauvajee, or Collector General of the revenues of 
Ziilfikar Khan, with treasure estimated at five or 
six hundred thousand pagodas. The following 
extract respecting this individual will explain itselfi 
“ Thursday, 26th March, 1713. The President 
produces a Purwanna from the Subah Sadatulla 
Khan, wherein lie demands by virtue of an order 
from Court, that the Nauvajee Collector of Ziilfi- 
kar Khan’s revenues in tkis Carnata country (who 
came down liither upon the beginning of the late 
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troubles for the security of the treasure under. Iiis 
charge) be delivered up with the said treasui^ into 
the hands of l^e Khan his Deputy Governor 
at Arcot. 

‘‘ The reason of this demand, we take to be, 
because the new King Keroksere has cut off 
fcar Khan and his father Assid Khan, and would 
now seize upon ad their treasure. 

“ The President further acquaints the Board that 
immediately upon r^ipt of the Perwanna, he sent 
it to the Nauvajee, with the^ slight intimation that 
' we could not think mga^g ourselves in any 
disputes with the Government, by protect- 

ing persons ernjployed dMer the King^ contrary to 
his pqsiriye corninandW To which he returned 
ansiver that he was ready to go directly to the 
Subali with the treasure, acknowledging the many 
civilities received during his residence here. 

‘‘ Agreed that a proper answer be returned the 
Subah, acquamtiiig Mui‘ that as the Nauvajee 
came here a stranger upon his master's business, 
we were under an obligation to receive him with 
civility and diatincMion, biit know nothing of the 
treasure hd' ' broughS^ with " hirh, it not being our 
custom to search strangers. But finding him 
very wOling to returi upon the first summons, we 
had no occasion , to use any' compulsion; and 
whatever he might bring with him he cariies back 
under charge of the person that brought the 
Perwanna/’ ^ 

Our next extract is a furiher illustration of the 
disorderly character of the times. 

Wednesday, 16th September, 1713. The Pre- 
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sident acquaints tlie Board tliat Fleet Aynswortli 
writer did, on the 14tli instant in the evening upon 
rising from supper at the General table, draw Ms 
sword and made several passes at Thomas Wilford 
writer, one of which entered his body, just under 
the left pap about three inches. Br. Eobson being 
sent for and examined, declares he has hopes the 
said Wilford may, do well but that he is not yet 
out of danger. Ordered that Fleet Aynswortli 
writer be kept under strict confinement till further 
order.’’ A few days afterwards it was agreed 
“ that the said Ay ns worth always behaved 
himself in a very disorderly manner, continually 
drinking, quarreUing with one or other, for which 
he has frequently been reprimanded to no purpose, 
as appears by tMa last bloody action;” and he was 
therefore dismissed the Company’s service and sent 
to England by the first ship. 

The following Will, which is entered in the con- 
sultation book of this period, furnishes a curious 
picture of social life. 

In the name of God, Amen, this thirteenth 
day of May in the year of onr Lord one thousand, 
seven hundred and twelve, I, Thomas Saunders of 
Bengal, mariner, make this my last Will and Testa- 
ment, in manner and form following. First, I 
commit my soul into the hands of God that gave 
it, and my body to be decently buried as my Exe- 
cutors shall think convenient. As for those world- 
ly goods it has pleased Almighty God to bestow” 
upon me, I ^ve and bequeath in manner and form 
following ; viz. 

To my Uncle Eichard Saiinder’s Children, on 
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account of an adventure which was lost in the 
ship that I came to India, valued at one hundred 
and ten pounds sterling or thereabouts, sixteen 
hundred rupees, if they give no further trouble to 
my estate. Otherwise no more than the Law will 
give them. 

“ To a slave girl, named Clara, her liberty, with 
all her jewels and five hundred rupees ; and if 
brought to bed within eight months and a half 
after my leaving Bengal, being the twenty-third 
day of January one thousand seven hundred eleven 
twelve, I bequeath unto the said child four thou- 
sand rupees ahd to be under the care of my Exe- 
cutors. /'A slave boy® named Pompej I give his 
liberty, and five rupees per month during his life. 
A slave boy named Anthony, his freedom. If tlie 
said child that I bequeathed four thousand rupees 
dies afore it comes to age or married, then the said 
four thousand rupees shall go to my son John 
Saunders. 

The remainder part of my estate I bequeath 
unto my son John Saunders, after my debts are 
paid. If my son should die I give my wife, that 
was now Mrs. Martha Bingley, four thousand ru- 
pees, and each Executor four thousand rupees ; 
the remainder part of my estate after the said 
Legacies above and my debts are paid unto my 
loving brothers John and Eichard Saunders, 

I appoint executors to see this my last will 
and Testament executed, my esteemed friends Mr. 
Janies Williamson of Bengal and Mr. Charles 
Boone of Madras ; and to manage my estate to 
the best advantage till my son comes of age. I 
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allow my said Executors tlie power of remitting 
money to^ England for the use of my son, if there, 
and employing my estate to sea, if they shall think 
conVjenieint for my son’s best advantage ; I put 
my son wholly under the care of my said Execu- 
tors till of ag^T , In witness whereof I have here- 
unto put my.h&d#id.seal in’ Gdmbroohe the day 
and* jeix i 

, / ' ' ' ;> 

Ouf next exfr^ 3^, elpl^' its^r ' ’ / ,, f 

“ Thursday^ .8th OctoW, 1715. The present 
iSTabob SadatuHa Khan, having received a hrmatin 
from the new King Feroksere, confirming him in 
the Government of these parts ; upon which the 
French and Dutch have presented him each to the 
amount of; a. Jhpt^and, pagodas^ or thereabouts t 
an^j f ^l^agd M ^ toy- 

man i^dm mm^ that if we dd not fdrihwilh deliver 
up the villages he intends to’ co&e ahd tafe' 
sessiop of them.’* 

“ Agreed that a present be sent to the amount 
pf about five hundred p^bdas, and lodged in the 
pSds of Su|i|:a.l^ama at .Arcot, to tie presented 
the K^dp % .w% uf. ^ngratulatiori on account 
of ..tei ne^ ' dimity j Mt.that it be a clause in the 

not to part with it 
before as^hrahSses iliat we stedl haveno 

toth%lrp^|s^|Dqui the' '4iid this to^be 

ihsist upon 

ine,gS®e^‘ of '(S|r Im'e.ma 'i right to 

deienij. them np^ 

The year 1715 closed with a singular rebellion 
at Fort St. David. Our readers will remehibeF 
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tliat Mi% Eawortfe, tiie Deputy Go-rernor, liati gaU 
lantly conducted tlie defence of the place as^ainst 
Serope Singhj il^jah of Giiijee, They wiU now 
be surprised fo4ear that this same Mr. Haworth, 
openly rebelled against the authority of Governor 
Harrison. The story is best told in the following 
extracts from the consultations.^ ^ 

Monday, 5th October. The President offers 
to^ the Board that the Method established by the 
Bight Ilonorable Company for carrying on "their 
mercantile affairs, and for the Government of their 
Garrisons been entMy neglect- 

ed and d^f^#,%.;^:>,%|^uiy Governor of Fort 
St; David, to himself a liberty 

of acting as if he -Wm independant of this Board. 
Consultations are neglected ; Paymaster’s and Cash 
accounts are fictitious and irregularly passed ; and 
our strictest orders have been contemned. He has 
promoted and commissioned officers of the Garri- 
son unknown to this Board. He has considerably 
increased the pay and allowances of several per- 
sons, paiiiicularlj In Diet money to the Gentlemen 
of Council, three pagodas per month each, and 
almost all other expences in general. He has laid 
out considerable sums in building, and has let out 
the Company’s bounds to rent without our know- 
ledge or consent. He has used the Company’s 
merchants very barbarously, whereby they have 
been necessitated to seek protection and re- 
dress from this Board. He returns no an- 
swers to such persons as have large and just de- 
mands upon him ; with many other irregularities, 
which this Board ought not to bear with any 
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longer, lest the Honorable Company’s affairs 
should be brought into irrecoverable confusion. 

The President further offers to the Board 
several paragraphs of their general letters, as dso a 
copy of a paper or protest signed by Mr. Eaworth 
and Council, which were read and considered ; and 
the Board came to the following Eesoliition. 

That whereas the Deputy Governor in his 
name, declares our proceedings (in sending for the 
Company’s merchants up hither at their repeated 
request) to be highly prejudicial to the Company’s 
interest, and that of this place ; we are obliged to 
justify ourselves in as plain and public a manner 
as possible to our Eight Honorable Employers ; 
though we cannot but think it an inexcusable piece 
of presumption in Mr. Eaworth to send us such a 
charge in a general letter from a subordinate 
Pactory, which is giving encouragement to those 
under him by his example to dispute and disobey 
our orders hereafter. 

“ Agreed that a charge be brought in against 
Eobert Eaworth Esq. Deputy Governor of Port 
St. David, containing such articles as can be fully 
proved without any room for dispute. 

“ Monday, 5th October. All the foregoing pre- 
mises having been fully considered and debated 
the following question was put ; 

Q. Whether this Board is not obliged upon 
the charge now read, and other circumstances con- 
curring, to remove Eobert Eaworth Es{j[. from the 
Government of Pdrt St. David ? 

“ Agreed in the affirmative nemine contradic- 
ente. 
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Q. 'Whetlier lie shall be suspended or dis • 
missed ? 

Agreed unanimously that he be suspended , 
that his commission be revoked and siipersededj 
the same to be signified in a general letter to him 
with orders for him to repair hither when his 
charge shall be delivered him.” 

Agreed and ordered that Mr. Henry Daven- 
port be commissioned as commissary and Provis- 
sioiial Deputy Governor of Port St. David, to set 
out this evening, in order to receive the Govern- 
ment from Mr. Robert Eaworth, 

Sunday, 11th October. The President com- 
municates to the Board a letter from Henry 
Davenport Esq., advising us, that, upon liis arrival 
at the edge of the bounds of Port St. David, he 
dispatched Lieutenant Poirier before with our letter 
to Mr. Eaworth, and a short one from himself. 
To which Mr. Eaworth in a short time returned 
answer, that he would not allow him any authority 
to rule there by whatever commission he could 
receive from us. All the outworks were alarmed 
with the usual signals for enemies when Mr. 
Davenport entered the hounds ; and when he came 
to Tevenapatam gate, lie was denied entrance by 
shutting it upon him, and the officer's declaring 
he had an order not to let him in. All the Council 
came in to Air. Davenport, except Air. Eichard 
Harrison. Ensign Hobbs being posted at the 
Garden with a hundred men, Air. Davenport sent 
to him for admittance there ; but he sent word 
that he would obey no orders but Air. Eaworth's, 
and that if he offered to come into the Garden with 
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any peons or soldiers, he would fire upon him. 
Upon which, finding the whole Gamson debauched 
from their duty (except old. Captain Hugonin .and 
some other i of the officers which were confined 
before hand), he W4S . forced to retire out of the 
bounds , to , a^, choultry about five miles distance, 
for the security of his life and the treasure he lias 
.with him.; Mr. Saworth having. given out several 
.unaccountable orders to some of the. officers, and 
2 )ublicly threatened to cut him off. 

“ This affair being debated, with the greatest 
concern to see a whole Garrison of five hundred 
men and upwards, seduced by some false persua- 
sions from their duty to our Eight Honorable 
Employers,, and commanded openly to. resist. our 
orders .which : may be of very ill conseq[uen,ce 
hereafter. 

Agreed that it is not safe for Mr. . Pavenport 
f to remain where he is,, considering the smaE.^ard 
he has with him and the threatening expressions 

Eaworth has used. 

‘‘ Ordered that he do forthwith return hither 
and bring with him the .Gentlemen of the Eort St. 

I Pavid Oo;unoil,(that , cannot safely return jnto the 
Bo«nds)„to inform us of several neces^my,, points 
before we can come to any further, resolution;” 

“ Monday, 12th, October. , A general letter 
from Henry IJavenpoii Isq. and Council dated the 
doth instant torn. .Mqn^ choultry ; read .also a 

private letter from Mr. . JDaveupprt to ’the Presi- 
dent 5 »advistng that Mr,. Bichard Harrison is as 
. active in this rebellion as any officer in the Garri- 
son ; that the council now with him (Mr, Haven- 
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port) affirm tliat by the promotion of several 
officers and increasing tbeir pay, Mr. Eaworth 
lias the majority entirely at command, and that he 
openly declares he will stick at nothing to be re- 
venged. They add further that he has held no 
consultation, since August ; transacting the Goni- 
pany’s affairs wholly by himself. 

“ The President’s private letter being wrote 
after the General advices, that Ensigns Paddle 
and Ilandlon were come over to Mr. Davenport, 
and acquainted him that the Garrison was in 
peat confusion and most of them would follow, 
if they were sure ' of a place to resort to ; that 
they had received no pay for two months past, 
which is very surprising to us considering that we 
know they are in cash, though they have kept the 
account so long from us. 

“ Agreed that orders be immediately sent to 
Mr. Davenport to remain where he is, and see 
what the Garrison will do ; that a party of sixty 
chosen men be forthwith sent away to be landed 
at Pondicherry for a guard to Mr. Davenport and 
the others, against any sudden attempt of the 
desparadoes ; and that a protest be drawn up 
against Mr. Eaworth for this unwarrantable way 
of proceeding.” 

‘VThursday, 15th October. A general letter 
from Henry Davenport Esq., dated the 13th in- 
stant read, advising that he has dropped declara- 
tions and copies of his commission at the several 
guards, which has had a very good effect and oc- 
casioned many men coming in ; that whole Gar- 
rison seem inclinable to return to their duty, and 

26 
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that he has now so many men with him that he 
is forced to draw towards Pondicherry for assist- 
ance to maintain them. 

Agreed that it be an instruction to tienry 
Davenport Esq., and Council to avoid as much as 
possible coming to blows ; and not to attack any 
party or post, unless obliged to it for their own 
safety ; but to use all j^eaoeable methods of re- 
covering the men to their duty, promising them 
fall pardon and their arrears. 

“ Agreed that Mr. William Warre and the 
Pevd. Mr. George Lewis be immediately sent 
down with proper instructions to persuade Mr. 
Eaworth to reason, by representing the ill conse- 
quences that are likely to attend his rash way of 
proceeding 

1 Mondayf lSfth Ocfeber/* The President lays 
before the Board several letters from Henry Da- 
venport Esq., advising that finding himself strong 
enough he marched into the bounds on the 17 th 
very peaceably, finding all the out guards desert- 
ed ; and that he put a seijeant with twenty men 
iuto one of the most considerable to protect it 
firom the country enemy. After which he march- 
ed to the Garden, where he found Ensign 
Hobbs posted with about fifty men, whom he 
summoned to their duty. But they absolutely re- 
fused to surrender, and he would not force them, 
though it was very practicable, for fear of shed- 
ding blood. But while they were parleying, they 
were saluted with a twenty-four pounder from the 
Port that fell within twenty yards of Mr. Daven- 
port. After which he marched away and took 
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possessiorL of Cuddalore, that was also entirely 
deserted ; in their way being open to the Fort, 
they were again saluted with a twenty-four 
pounder, which fell among them, hut by God’s 
good providence did no harm. 

“ Agreed that Henry Davenport Esq. and 
Council remain at Cuddalore, endeavouring to 
save our bounds without committing any acts of 
hostility, whilst Mr. Warre and Mr. Lewis are 
endeavouring to terminate this unhappy affair ; 
and that they do set the merchants to work as 
fast as possible to procure Long Cloth and Sal- 
lampores/’' ^ ^ 

Wednesday, 21st October. The President 
communicates a letter from Henry Davenport Esq., 
advising that he has put men into as many of the 
out guards as he can spare from Cuddalore. But 
that on the 18th instant Mr. Paworth sent a party 
of horse to beat the men out of Condapah Choultry, 
who dismounted and summoned them within to sur- 
render ; which being refused they fired upon them 
and threw in severS Cranadoes, which wounded 
some of the men and killed one outright. The Ser- 
jeant that commanded immediately fired afield piece 
with partridge shot, which killed two and wound- 
ed three more of the attackers. Upon which the 
rest fled, leaving five of their horses behind them. 
The Serjeant being so near the Fort, and at least 
six miles distance from Cuddalore, dreading a 
more dangerous attack in the night, when he could 
not be supported, withdrew in time to Cuddalore 
and the five horses Mth him. Mr, Eaworth just 
before the attack was made, fired three great shots 
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at the Choiiltiy from Tevenapatamj which fell very 
near them/’ 

Friday, 28rd October. “ A general letter from 
Henry Davenport, Esq.^ and Goiincil, dated the 
19 th instant read, advising that those who remain 
in the Fort and at the Garden with Mr. Eaworth, 
are already reduced to smk necessities that many 
of them wonld get away H they conldi - 

A letter from Mcsstsi Wane and Lewis, dated 
the 20th instant, read, advising their reception by 
Mr. Eaworth ; that they had fairly laid all matters 
before him as recommended in our instructions. 
Upon which he desired sometime to consider there- 
on, and he would give them an answer in the 
evening, seeming in very good temper ; that they 
went to Cttdddorc and ‘retahed to him about five 
o’clock, when he very briefiy answered that pro- 
vided the Governor would come in person, he would 
immediately resign, upon condition that those who 
had been faithful to him (as he calls it) should be 
treated with superior respect to such as deserted. 
Upon which they desired time to receive our 
answer, and got his consent to forbear all acts of 
hostility till then . This matter being debated, 

“ Agreed that as matters now stand here with 
the Nabob, and considering the necessary prepara- 
tions to load our shipping that are expected early 
from Bengal, it is no way convenient for the Pre- 
sident to leave this place ; especially when Mr, 
Eaworth insists on such terms as are impossible 
for us to consent to ; since it is no better than 
confessing ourselves in the wrong, and encourag- 
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ing otliers hereafter to follow tMs wicked and per** 
mcioiis example. 

“ It was also considered tliat if tlie Nabob 
sbouM come to St. Tliome, as is credibly reporteds 
the President cannot come back hither till Febru- 
ary by sea ; nor can he come by land without pass- 
ing through his camp at his mercy, since he can 
have no body of men with him fit to force bis way. 

“ Agreed that a letter be wrote to Mr. Williaiu 
Warre and the Hev. Mr. George Lewis, requiring 
them to see Mr. Paworth once more, and offer him 
every thing that is i|i our power to grant, pro- 
vided he wiii surrender quietly without any fm’ther 
troubles or mischief. 

“ Agreed that a short commission be given Mr. 
William Warre to receive the Government at Mr. 
Haworth’s hands, if he should consent, and to 
make all easy, insisting only upon not seeing Mr. 
Davenport before he comes away hither. 

“ Agreed that if Mr. Haworth does not accept 
the terms offered Mm in our letter of this date, 
hir. Warre and the Hev, Mr. Lewis be permitted 
to return.” 

“ Wednesday, 28th October. General letter 
from Messrs. Davenport *. Warre and Lewis, dated 
24th instant read, advising that the two latter 
having been mth Mr. Haworth that same day, 
found him in much worse temper than ever pe- 
remptorily declaring that he would resign the Fort 
to none but the President himself. 

‘‘ A letter from Henry Davenport Esq. singly 
of the same date read, wherein he says, he is veiy 
well assured Mr. Haworth will not deliver up even 
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to tho President Mmself, and that tliere is no way 
but to starve Mm out. 

Sunday, 1st November. The President pro- 
duces a letter from Mr. William Wane and the 
Rev. Mr. George Lewis, dated the B7tli, wherein 
they say that though they must acknowledge 
themselves mistaken as to Mr. Eaworth’s sin- 
cerity, they at^' stRl of opinion, the Governor’s 
presence would soon put an end to all disputes. 
The foregoing words being considered and debat- 
ed, and the President acquainting the Eoard that 
by the last advices from Sunka llama at Arcot, 
matters are likely to be fairly accommodated with 
the Nabob about the villages, 

“ Agreed that there seems an absolute necessity 
for the President to set out for Port St. David, as 
soon as the riVfe mil permit, in order to put an 
eUd to the present troubles' if possible before 
further mischief is done. 

“ Agreed that a party of sixty men be despatch- 
ed away before hand to Pondicherry, for a guard 
to wait the President’s arrival ; and that a hundred 
Pagodas be advanced the ensign to defray their 
expenses.” * - 

‘ ' W ednesday, 4th November. This evening thb 
Honorable President attended by the Eev. Mr. 
Stevenson, Lieutenant Eoach, and Messrs. Theo- 
balds, Bulkley, Maubert, Nanney, Langlier, Tur- 
ner, and Eichardson set out overland for Port St, 
David. 

Priday, 6th November. A general letter from 
the Honorable President and Mr. William Warre, 
dated the 5 th November, read^ enclosing several 
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letters and papers tke Honorable President met 
upon tbe Eoad, and advising that tliey have fired 
six sliots into Cuddalore from tbe Port in one day, 
bnt it pleased God they did no damage ; that some 
deserters daily came in, and tbat Henry Davenport 
Esq. has possessed himself of Condapa Chonitry 
and Horse tail point, in order to facilitate the 
Honorable President’s entry into the Bounds. 

‘‘ A general letter from Henry Davenport, Esq. 
and Council dated the 3rd instant read, wherein 
they acquaint us that they were in great hopes Mr. 
Baworth and his adherents, would by this time 
have been reduced to a very low condition for want 
of provisions. But that contrary to their expecta- 
tions, and to the promise made to the Deputy 
Governor from the Gentlemen at Pondicherry no 
ways to assist them, of which he reminded Gover- 
nor Dusivier in his letters dated 29 th ultimo and 
3rd instant ; notwithstanding which there was a 
clielinga sent them full of provisions. They fur- 
ther advise the sloop, that was sent down with 
stores for Cuddalore, as she passed by Port St. 
David they fired thr^ shots at her ; but that she 
continued her course for the road and that Mus- 
soolas were gone off to bring the stores ashore. 
They also remit us their account cash for the month 
of October, balance being six thousand three hun- 
dred and ninety-five pagodas. 

^‘ Thursday, 12th November. Another of the 
10th informs that after the hopes they had of 
bringing matters to an end that they found Mr. 
Baworth the same fickle and unfaithful man as, 
veer ; that they had sent the same persons in that 
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morning sucli terms as they thought he 
neither could nor would refuse ; but were strangely 
surprized at their return to find he absolutely re- 
fused what he gave under his hand the day before ; 
which was that if the Governor insisted he would 
bring the keys of the Eort where he pleased ; that 
they had offered to venture into the i'ort if 
he would permit Captain Eoad to go in first with 
fifty men for the Governor’s Guard, - For which 
his answer was under his hand;, that he would not 
suffer the Governor to enter with any guard, and 
several other extravagancies ; so that they can see 
no hopes of his being brought to better temper 
whilst he is able to hold out.” 

Sunday, 22nd November. General letter from 
the Honorable Edward Harrison Esq., Messrs. 
Davenport stod .Warjfe dated 20th instot read, 
wherein they acquaint us that having perused the 
Fort St. David cash accounts from April 1712, 
and by what they can learn from the Council &c., 
Mr. Eaworth ought now to have a balance by him 
of seventeen thousand pagodas, which they took 
to be one of Ms cMef reasons for acting in 
this unaccountable manner ; that Mr. Eaworth 
and Ms adherents being ^ cooped up 
Fort and in want of provisions are very Un- 
easy ; that some desert him daily, but not 
without the risk of their lives. They add that 
on the 1 8th in the morning Mr. Eaworth saluted 
them in the Garden with a fourteen pounder ; but 
afterwards made an apology that a drunken Duteh- 
man fired the gun, between sleeping and waking, 
that happened to be pointed that way ; that on 
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the loth at night the President, being accompani- 
^ with all the ^ Madras Gentlemen, went into 
Tevenapatam to visit the men posted there ; and. 
haying been for sometime in the streets, they were 
briskly entertained from the batteries with all the 
guns they could bring to bear, besides their small 
shot, in the reach of which they happened to be ; 
but by Good Providence no mischief was done ; 
that they returned them a Oulverin salute from 
Patcharee hill, which went through Mr. Baworth’s 
lodgings, as they learn from deserters j that several 
of the meu sallied from the Port, hut were warmly 
received, and two very dangerously wounded, which 
made them return faster t^ they cawiB out.” 

“ Tuesday, 1st December. General letter from 
the Honorable Edward Harrison, Esa. and Mir 
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seeming no ways coneeraed for the many ill actions 
he has committed in this affair. There was a 
hundred and thirty men under arms in the Fort, of 
whom eighty Exiropeans, who seemed to be as 
stout men as any in the Company's service. 
Ev^^: thing was fbuiid in confusion; which will 
re(|uire the Fresident^s longer stay than he expect- 
ed:; as also to settle the Garrison and separate 
those he found in the Fort, that it may not hem- 
after be m their power to act the like again.” 

Monday,^ 7th December. Henry Davenpoid 
acquaints the Board, that he this afternoon receiv- 
ed a private letter from the Honorable President, 
dated the 5th, advising that Thomas Frederick, 
Esq. arrived: at Fort St. David’ that night ; and, 
^at the next day in the evening the Honorable 
l^esident denned to depart thence for I'ort St. 
George, expecting to reach the Mount to-morrow 
night, ^ where he desired the Gentlemen of the 
Council would go and wait upon him. 

Monday, 21st December. The following gene- 
ral letters read. From the Governor of Pondi- 
cheny datei SOtlji instant (new style) advising 
that ^ iiaworth, having publicly demanded 
their king’s^ protection and passage upon their 
ships for France, which they cannot refuse him 
without exposing themselves 'to their king’s dis- 
pleasurci 

The P^idehl likewi^ produces a letter from 
Father Thomas db Pbictiers, Capuchin of the 
Church here, whom he has employed at Pondi- 
cheny to solicit the Governor and Council on this 
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affair ; wk^reia tlie said Father Thoaias advises 
that one of the reasons why Mr. Baworth 

refused to come Mf^er and settle his account with 
nsi was that he i^d seen a letter from a member 
of this Board rto at person at Fort St. David, men- 
tioning that it was resolved to have him assassi- 
nated. Every member now present solemnly de- 
clares, and offers to take his oath if required, that 
he never gave him any such advices, nor ever 
heard the Governor say any thing tending that 
way. 


before God that he abhors the very thought of so 
barbarous an action ; though he can bring snffi- 
cient proof that Mr. Eaworth, when Deputy Go- 
vernor of Fort St. David, did more than once 
threaten the same to Mm, 

“ It being debated what measures are most 
proper for us to take upon this extraordinary pro- 
ceeding of the Governor and Councils of Pondi- 
cherry ; agreed that we defer coming to a resolu- 
tion thereupon till Father Thomas returns from 
Pondicherry."’ 

“ Thursday, 24th December. Mr. Bawortli’s 
answer to the proposals made him in the Go- 
vernor’s name by Padre Thome read which is full 
of notonous falsities and calumny without any 
manner of ground or proof and of a piece with all 
the rest of his behaviour, and upon the whole it 
very plain that he will do or suffer any* 
rather than come to a fair account for what 
he has had under his charge.” ^ 
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This extraordinary affair ended shortly after- 
wards in Mr. Eawortk’s departure to France ; 
and it is a singular circumstance that he died at 
Paris, just as the Pirectors of the Company were 
preparing to prosecute him in England. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

GOVEEKOBSHIf OP ME. EDWAED HAEEISON. 

CConiinued,) 

17U-7. 

Before proceeding further with our extracts from 
the records of the Governorship of Mr. Edward 
Hamson, it will |)e necessary to glance at the con- 
temporary state of India. Shah Aulum, eldest 
son of Aurungzebe, had died in 1712 ; and a 
struggle ensued between his four sons which tei'mi- 
nated in the establishment of Jehandar Shah on the 
throne of Delhi* Jehandar Shah owed his eleva- 
tion to the support of Zulfikar Khan, but his vices 
rapidly lowered him in the eyes of his subjects, 
and excited^ the religious hostility of all who re- 
spected the precepts of the Prophet. A drunken 
sovereign, ruled by a concubine who had once been 
a public dancer, and frequently appearing in the 
streets of Delhi in a condition which but too 
plainly indicated his vices, was not the potentate 
who could long hope to maintain his authority 
over a distracted empire like that of the Moguls, 
Two Seiads, or descendants of the Prophet, advo- 
cated the cause of Peroksere, a nephew of Jehandar 
Shah. Forces were raised, the imperial army was 
defeated, and Jehandar Shah and his minister 
Zulfikar Khan were both taken and put to death. 
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Feroksere now ascended tlie tlirone at Delhi, 
and lailecl the empire from 1713 to 1720. His 
reign thus corresponds to about four years of the 
Grovemorship of Mr. Harrison, and three years of 
Ids successor Mr* Collett. It is remarkable from 
tbe fact that a mission was at this time sent to 
Delhi by the English Goremor of Calcutta ; and 
many advantages, including the disputed out vil- 
lages near Madras, and the Zemindarship of some 
villages in the neighboiirhobd of Calcutta, were at 
that time obtained from the Mogul. Fortunately 
copies of most of the original dispatches from the 
English envoys at Delhi to the Governors of Cal- 
cutta and Madras, have been preserved in the 
Madras records and these documents throw a 
flood of light upon the intrig\ies of the period, and 
enable us to obtain a clear picture of the court of 
the Great Mogul. This mission arrived in Delhi* 
in 1715 and left it in 1717, and thus extended 
over a period of two years. As it is a subject of 
imperial interest rather than of local interest, we 
shall not incorporate the narrative embodied in 
the dispatches mth the history of Mr. Harrison’s 
administration, but reserve it for a future and sepa- 
rate chapter. 

As regards the changes more immediately effect- 
ing the Madras Presidency, we may remark that 
Gheen Kulich Khan, variously spelt in the records, 
had been appointed Subah of the Dekkan under 
the title of Nizam-ooi-Mooik ; an individual 
who is remarkable in the history of Southern In- 
dia as the founder of the present kingdom of the 
Dekkan. Our old friend Dawood Khan obtained 





the boubahsflip of Guzerat in place of Golconda, 
but was killed in a battle a year or two afterwards. 
At the same time Sadatulla Khan continued 
Nabob of the Carnatic, and effected the reduction 
of the great fortress of Ginjee, which had been de- 
fended by the son of that Serope Singh, who has 
already been introduced to our readers as the Kajah 
who nearly succeeded in capturing Tort St. David. 

We now turn to the local annals of the Presi- 
dency. The records of the remaining period of 
Mr. Harrison’s Governorship contain but few mat- 
ters worthy of interest. The reduction of Ginjee 
in: I f 1 4 is thus noticed in the consultation books. 

Saturday, &th October 1714. General letter 
from the Deputy Governor and Council of Fort 
St. David, dated the 6th instant, advising that 
our Nabob Sadatulla E^hau had drawn all his forces 
round Ginjee, and summoned Serope Singh’s son 
to suiTender, upon pretence of an order from Court 
to take possession of that place ; which he refused 
to do, and mating a desperate sally with about 
300 Uajpoots, was very near killing the Nabob, 
having cut the harness of his Elephant with his 
own hands. But timely succour coming into 
the Nabob’s rescue, Tejah Sing, Serope Singh’s 
son, with Mohabut Khan ancl sevei’al others of the 
principal men belonging to Ginjee, were overpower- 
ed and cut off*, so that it is believed Ginjee will 
surrender in a few days.’’ On the 1 5 th of Novem- 
ber the ne\ys arrived that Ginjee was captured by 
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petition addressed by one Dr. Tkomas to the Go- 
vernor in Council, dated 9th November, 1714. 

The humble petition of Doctor Thomas. 

** Showeth, 

‘‘ That your petitioner’s father-in-law Lewis de 
Melho in'hmi life time held a converse with one 
of his slav^; namec^,, Ignacm near the space 
of thirty years ; living with her in a separate 
house, and entrusting the greatest part of his 
estate in her hands, and taking no notice of his 
wife or daughter. But upon his death bed re- 
penting himself of the ills he had done, he asked 
pardon of his wife for his ill usage of her ; and 
declared that the said Ignacia had been the cause 
of it by the powenr of m^icines she had given him, 
and that he had delivered into her charge 2 &d6 
pagodas in money, besides jewels and medidnes 
of value. And he did appoint and constitute Ms 
said wife and daughter heiresses to his estate ; as 
appears by a certificate under the hand of the Eev. 
Padre Paschall Perciva de Cuntra. But now so 
it is, may it please your Honor that the said 
Ignacia refuses to deliver up or give any account 
of the said estate ; though it can be proved by 
witnesses that she has divers things of a large value 
as well as money in her possession. Wherefore 
your petitioner, in behalf of his mother-in-la% 
Prancisca and Ms wife Isabella, humbly prays that 
your Honor "will oblige the said slave to make a 
true discovery and surrender of aU those things in 
])er possession, belonging to the estate of the de- 
ceased Mr. Lewis de Melho, that so they may 
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have their right, and he as in diitj bound shall 
ever pray.” 

The Governor and Council ordered that the 
goods should be secured, but referred the matter 
to the decision of the heads of their Castes. 

On the 1st of Augtist, 1714, died Queen Anne, 
and the crown of England thus descended to 
George I. The event passed off quietly and more 
than eight months passed away before the news 
reached Madras. It will be seen from the follow- 
ing entry, that the Presidency still kept early 
hours. 

‘'Friday, The letter Tcad 

advising’ of Her late * Majesty ^ 

Queen Anne, and the happy accession of His most 
serene Highness the Elector of Hanover and 
Brunswick to the Imperial crown of Great Britain 
under the title of King George ; at nine o'clock this 
morning the Mayor and Aldermen, attended with 
the proper officers and a company of soldiers be- 
longing to the Garrison, proclaimed liis Eoyal 
Majesty King Geoi^e ; and at noon there was an 
entertainment made for the council and ail the 
chief inhabitants of the place, at which his Eoyai 
Majesty, the Prince of Wales, the Eoyal family 
and the Honorable Company’s healths were drank 
and guns fired at each.” 

The foHowmg extract concerning the Capuchin 
Priars, is a curious testimony to their cbaracter at 
this time. 

“ Monday, the 12th December 1715. “ Ed- 

ward Harrison Esq., President of and for all the 
Eight Honorable United English East India Com- 

28 
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pany’s affairs on this coast of Coromandel and 
Orissa, in the Ginjee and Mahratta comitries. 
Commander in Chief of all the forces, which now 
are or hereafter may or shall be employed for the 
Service of the said United Company under this 
Presidency, and Governor of the Fort St. George, 
St. Davi^ and Council. To all to whom these 
presents shall come Greeting, r 

Know ye^ ' that the ^Beverend the Capucin 
Fathers of the fetich nation that officiate in the 
Portuguese Church 6f this place, and others of the 
same nation and order at Pondicherry that formerly 
resided here, having made application to us for 
our assistance to justify themselves from several 
aspersions that have lately been cast upon them 
in France by their inveterate enemies, in order to 
blast their reputation and render them contempti- 
ble in these parts of the world, and having in order 
thereto humbly proj^sed the following queries. 

1 st. Whether the Capucin Fathers that have 
dwelt and officiated in this city of Madras from 
the first settlement to this time, viz. Ephraim de 
Nevers, Zenon de Bauge, Cosme de Gien, Jacques 
de Bourges, Esprit de Tours, Laurent d’Engoule- 
me, Michael Ange de Bourges, Bene d’Engouieme, 
and Thomas de Poitkrs ; they or any of them ever 
behaved themselves otherwise than became their 
sacred function as Missionaries and persons in 
Beligious orders, or whether they have given any 
cause for scandal by their deportment. 

“2nd. Whether they have ever had any quarrels 
or differences among themselves, whicli obliged 
them to have recourse to our Tribunal for an ac- 
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commodation, and particularly Father Esprit cle 
Tours with Father Michael Ange before mentioned. 

“ 3rd. Whether the Capucin Fathers of Madras 
or those of Pondicherry, particularly Father Esprit 
de Tours, either now have or ever had any money 
at Interest or otherwise in the Cash of the Bight 
Honorable Campany our Masters. 

“ 4th. Whether Father Thomas de Poitiers, now 
residing and officiating here, ever bought or sold 
500 chests of Persia wine, as he is accused of 
having done in the year 1713, or before or since 
that time. 

To the first article we are obliged to declare 
that the Ciipticiri Father's above named, who have 
had the care of the ihission in this city of Madras 
from the first establishment thereof to the present 
time by permission of our Bight Honorable Mas- 
ters, have always demeaned themselves in so hand- 
some a manner, both in spiritual and temporal 
affairs, as to give no just cause of complaint to us 
their representatives ; their conduct has been regu- 
lar and agreeable to their profession, nor have we 
ever heard of or remarked any action of theirs that 
could occasion the least scandal to their order. 

“ To the second article, we never heard, nor 
can we find upon examining our Begisters, that 
any of the said Capucin Fathers, particularly the 
persons before mentioned in this article, ever 
had any difference, which obliged them to have re- 
course to this or any other Tribunal here for a de- 
cision. 

‘‘ To the third article, we must declare it to be 
a notoiious falsity that the Capucin Father of Ma- 
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dras or Pondiclierry, or of any other place, ever 
had any money or effects at Interest or otherwise 
in the Bight Honorable Company’s cash that we 
know ot 

‘‘ To the fonrth article, we know it to be very 
false that Bather Thomas de Poitiers bought or 
sold 500 chests of wine in 1713, either he or any 
other of the same order ; and we further certify 
that none of the Capiy^ins before, mentioned have 
ever been known to be concerned in any sort of 
commerce whatsoever. In witness whereof, we 
have at their humble request given them this our 
certificate, which could not in conscience be re- 
fused. l)one in Fort St. George this 1 2th day of 
December 1715, and sealed with the Eight Honor- 
able Company’s ..... . . , , 

From thm testimony to the character of the 
Capuchin Fathers we tmm to the proceedings of 
tlie Protestant inhabitants. The scheme set on foot 
for a Charity School in Madras has already been 
noticed ; and the following copy of the Eules will 
be found curious and interesting. 

Eules for the better establishing and manage- 
ment of the Charity School, erected by the unani- 
mous consent of the Vestry of St. Mary’s parish 
in Fort St. George, on the 28th October 1715. 

“ That in some convenient place within the 
English town, there be proper accommodation made 
at first for. 30 poor Protestant Children, diet and 
education gratis. „ „ , 

That the Scholars be trained up to a practical 
sense of religion, and be particularly instructed in 
the doctrines of the Chinch of England as by law 
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established ; ^ and therefore no person shall be 
capable of being master of the School unless he be 
qualified according to the acts of Parliament. 

‘' That the childrenj whether boys or girls, shall 
be taken into the School house at five years of age 
or thereabout ; and be put out to service or ap- 
prenticeships when they are about 12 years old. 
And while they are entertained in the School, the 
boys shall be taught to read, write, cast accounts, 
^ what they may be further capable of, and the 
girls shall be instructed in reading and the neces- 
sary parts of house wifeiy. ^ ^ 

“ That no scholar shall be taken in, nor 
any matter of moment transacted, without the 
previous consent of the Honorable Governor for 
the time being. 

“ That besides the Ministers and Church war- 
dens, who shall always be overseers of the Charity 
School, there be three others chosen yearly by the 
Vestry for the better management and more care- 
ful inspection of the affairs of the School ,* and in 
order thereunto, that the said overseers (or at least 
four of them) meet every week at the Vestry, and 
keep Minutes of what they agree upon (if it be of 
any moment) to be laid before the Governor for 
his approbation. 

“ That one of the overseers annually chosen by 
Vestry shall at the same time be nominated 
Treasurer to the School, and be obliged to keep 
exact regular accounts of the School stock and ex- 
penses ; to be laid before every Vestry, and before 
the other overseers;, or of the contributors, 
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when they tequire it at any of their weekly meet- 
ings or otherwise. 

That when the Cash belonging to the School 
stock shall amount to the sum of 1,000 pagodas, 
it shall be employed at sea, or let out at interest, 
by the treasurer, with the advice of the rest of the 
overseers, ' nnd the Consent of the Grovernor ; and 
if the mon^y -lannot be thtik employed, that it be 
lent to the Cterah ht the usual interest. 

“That all Bonds, Deeds, of conveyance, and 
other writs for the use and benefit of the Charity 
School, shall be drawn and granted in the name of 
the Treasurer and other overseers for the time 
being. 

“ That all Legacies, Gifts, and Benefactions to 
the School, whether of money or other things, be 
duly entered by the Tr^urerin a Book to be kept 
for that purpose, which he shall sign at the foot 
of every page. ^ i 

“ That no part of the School stock shall on any 
pretence whatsoever be employed to any purpose, 
or in any manner, but what is agreeable to the 
original design and institution above expressed. 

“ That in all difficult cases and disputes about 
any matter of consequence, the overseers shall 
make application to the Governor for calling a 
vestry, wherein all such matters shall be deter- 
mined by the majority of the contributors. 

“ That the aforesaid articles shall be the standing 
rules and fundamental constitutions of the Charity 
School, according to which the overseers shall al- 
ways be obliged to act. And therefore that the 
said rules shall be registered in the beginning of a 
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Book, wherein the said overseers shall enter all the 
subsequent orders and regulations which they may 
have occasion to make hereafter concerning the 
said school ; providing that such subsequent or- 
ders shall be first approved by the Governor and 
Council for the time being/’ 

In connection mth this subject we make the fol- 
lowing extracts, respecting the library in Port St. 
George, from a general letter received from the 
Board of Directors about this time. 

‘'We understand that the Library in Fort St. 
George is worthy our notice, as consisting not 
only of a gre^t number of Books, but of a great 
many that are choice and valuable. John Dolben 
Esq., Mr, Eiohard Elliot, and others having made 
a present of their Books (which were considerable) 
to the Library, besides other augmentations it 
hath lately received from the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge. . We therefore recommend 
the care of the Library to our President and 
Ministers ; ordering that the said Books (such at 
least as are of value) be put up in close presses to 
keep them from dust and vermin ; and that none 
of them be lent or carried out of the Libraiy, with- 
out the consent of both Minsters, if two shall be on 
the place ; and the Books so carried out shall be 
entered in a book kept for that purpose, inserting 
the day and year when the person to whom it is 
lent on one side of the folio, and on the other the 
day and year when returned, 

“ And w^e order our Ministers to sort the said 
Books into proper classes, and to take a catalogue 
of them to be kept in the Library, of which they 
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shall deliver a copy to our President, and send 
a copy home to ns ; and we desire our President 
to order two of our Servants, together with our 
Ministers, to examine the Books by the Catalogue 
once a year , j that is to say some few days before 
the Yestry is held and make their report at the 
Yestry* It would be very proper also to put our 
chop on the ,said Books in the title page or first . 
kaf, to show to whom they, belong, if they should 
any of them happen to be stolmx, and to stamp 
our arms on the cover.” . * _ . , 

The next extract refers to an incident already re- 
corded, from which it seems that at one time the 
Mussulman inhabitants contributed to the support 
of the Hindoo pagodas ; an arrangement which 
was finally abolished during the Grovernorship of 
Mr. Harrison, v -w*- 

Monday, 16 th January, Petition of the 

Patau Merchants Inhabitants of this place, • and 
several others that trade hither annually from 
Bengal ; wherein they set forth the hardship of 
being obliged, contrary to the rules of their religion, 
to contribute to the maintenance of the Gentoo 
Idols. ^ . 

This affair having formerly occasioned great 
disputes and troubles, particularly once in the 
time of Governor Pitt, and again since the arrival 
of the present Governor ; at which time it was de- 
cided in favour of the Gentoo Pagoda upon ac- 
count of its having been a custom of long stand- 
ing, and that our Honorable Masters approved of 
what was done in the time of Mr. Pitt j but now 
the Board being sensible it has occasioned a great 


1714-7.J 


HISTOBY OB HABEAS, 


225 



heart burning among the Patan merchants afore- 
said, who annually import great quantities of rich 
goods from Bengal ; insomuch that we find they 
begin ^to leave us and land their goods at St. 
Thom4 where the present Nabob has granted 
them a Cowle with several valuable privileges, 
and particularly that they shall pay no more than 
2 per cent, custom : — it is thought high time to 
use all means in our power to make these people 
easy and prevent their forsaking us to settle at 
St. Thome. 

“ Accordingly agreed that the President make for 
them a Cowle for collecting tliat duty themselves, 
KanakapiM, of ,^25 cash for every pagoda, to be 
applied to the maintenance of their own Mosque ; 
and to promise them all manner of favourable 
usuge, and encouragement, if they continue to 
trade hither as usual.” 

The following extraordinary story of a common 
soldier, who passed himself off as a Chaplain, and 
married himself to the daughter of his Captain 
without her father’s consent, is worthy of preser- 
vation. 

“ Tuesday, 12th June, 1716, The w^orshipful 
the Mayor acquaints the Board that Captain Wil- 
liara, having entered an action against John 
Mitchel in the Mayor Court for defaming 
his daughter and deluding her by a pretended 
marriage, in which he officiated himself as Priest 
and husband. Upon which a trial ensued, and 
due proof being made by several sufficient wit- 
nesses, as well as from the said Mitchell’s origi- 
nal letters ^ the Court had respited judgment on 
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account of Ms beings in the Military service, till 
the pleasure of this Board be known, what punish- 
ment shall be inflicted in such a case. 

The Board taking tMs matter into consider- 
ation, it appears that the forementioned John 
Mitchel can^e out a soldier upon the last year’s 
ships to serve the Honorable Company the usual 
term of years. But pretending himself a regular 
clergyman in Holy Orders, and that he had serv- 
ed some years Chaplain of one of her Majesty’s 
sMps of war, but was forced to abscond and fly 
for these parts upon account of a debt contracted 
by being bound for a brother in England ; which 
circumstances inclining every body to compas- 
sionate Mm (though he broughf no Orders with 
Mm) he was taken off is duty as a Soldier, and 
employed as Master to the Charity • School lately 
established in this place, at a handsome salary, 
'with all fitting encouragement, besides a recom- 
mendation to the Honorable Company in our last 
general letter. But since that time he has been 
guilty of many irregularities and scandalous ac- 
tions, altogether unbecoming the profession he 
pretends to; many of wMch appear under his 
own hand, and others are prov#)d by undoubted 
testimony, and particularly his unwarrantable ac- 
tion of marrying himself clandestinely. Wherefore 
the Board thinks fit to come to the following re- 
solutions concerning him. 

That the said Mitchel, if in holy orders (as 
he pretends but cannot prove) has basely scanda- 
lised the priesthood by an irregular and unheard 
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of way of marrying Mmself to a woman, and ab- 
solutely against ber father’s consent. 

That the Board is not obliged to regard him 
otherwise in this case than a soldier, enlisted in 
the Honorable Company’s service upon the usual 
terms, and that he ought to be punished accord- 
ingly. 

“ That however as he has appeared under the 
notion of a clergyman, and been entertained as 
School Master, it will not be proper to expose him 
to public punishment in the eye of the natives ; and 
not having wherewithal to make just satisfaction 
to the persons he has injured, it is agreed that the 
said John Mitehel, Centinel, do give sufficient 
security for his good behaviour ; or else that he be 
kept under confinement till opportunity offers to 
send him off the place for Europe.” 

Mr. Edward Harrison left the Madras Presi- 
dency on the 8th January 1717, upon which the 
governorship fell to Mr. Joseph Collett. The last 
months of his administration and the opening 
months of the administration of his successor were 
occupied bj another of those strange disputes 
between the Eight and Left Hands, which furnish 
such curious illustrations of the character of the 
people. We have already brought forward the 
narrative of more than one of these caste riots ; 
but some curious particulars are recorded in con- 
nection with the present disturbance which are 
worth preserving. 

It may help the reader somewhat if we mention 
that in olden times the Chetties and Comatees 
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had separate streets and separate idols ; the Chet- 
ties belonging to the Left Hand Caste and the 
Comatees to the Right Hand. A Comatee could 
never enter a Chetty street except by permission 
of the Chetties, and then he could not enter it 
in a carriage, or a palanquin, or even with shoes 
on his feet. A Chetty was also prohibited in the 
same manner from entering a street belonging to a 
Comatee. The ptesent dispute seems to have 
arisen in consequence of a Comatee having pre- 
sumed to ofe ceremonies to an idol belonging 
to the Chetties. 

E.iday, 12th October 1716. A dispute hav- 
ing arisen between the Chetty and Comatee or 
Banian castes, about some ceremonies at their 
feasts,, the former pretending that the latter have 
usurped several titles belonging to them, and per- 
formed some ceremonies before an image that they 
have no right to do. The heads ©f the Eight and 
Left Hand castes were called in, and acquainted 
that the Board is very unwilling to intermeddle in 
any business of this nature, which they cannot 
pretend to understand ; and therefore they are 
strictly enjoined to keep the peace among them- 
selves, and by no means to disturb the quiet of 
the place, upon pain of forfeiting the 12,000 pago- 
das mentioned in the agreement between the castes 
in consultation the 21st of June, 1708. They 
were further required to choose a number of per- 
sons out of the neutral caste to decide their differ- 
ences without further delay by fair arbitration ; 
which the Left Hand side readily agreed to^ but 
the Eight Hand insist to choose out of their own 
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caste, and a number of Brabmins^ besides ; which 
the Board judges to be unreasonable and therefore 
orders them to choose ten Brahmins for each party, 
and to enter into arbitration bonds without further 
delay.” 

“ Monday, 15th October, The President ac- 
quaints the Board that upon summoning the heads 
of the Comatee and Chetty castes to sign their 
arbitration bonds according to order of last con- 
sultation, they flew ofl:‘ from their agreement ; the 
Comatees insisting to choose out of all the Right 
Hand castes, which are of their own side. Con- 
sequently the Left Hand would he orer-powered 
by numbers, and therefore refuse to comply. 
Whereupon we were obliged to confine them all 
to the Merchants Godowns till they can come to 
some agreement among themselves ; the distur- 
bance daily increasing in the Black Town ; and the 
Painters of Triplicane, that had the Honorable 
Company's work in hand, having deserted their 
habitations.” 

** The Heads were again called in, and the ill 
consequence of this foolish dispute fairly laid be- 
fore them ; but all persuasions being to no pur- 
pose, they were again remanded to the Godown.” 

“ Thursday, 18th October. CoUoway Chetty 
appears as the Head of the Chetty caste, and 
makes an offer of having the difterence between 
them and the Comatees decided among the heads 
of all their castes in the country; by .means of 

* The Brahmins are the neutral caste ; they helonging 
neither to the Right Hand nor to the Left Hand. 
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Deputies to be sent from hence ; which appearing 
to be a reasonable expedient, it is agreed to let 
the parties concerned have their liberty, in hopes 
they wiE come to an accomodation in* this way.” 

“ Thursday, 25th October. The President ac- 
quaints the Board that when all things seemed in 
a fair way towards an accommodation between the 
castes, the following accident happened on the 
21st install* 

“ A young lad of the Left hand caste having 
done hurt to a Pariah woman of the Eight hand 
castes (big with child), the whole caste got 
together and came in a tumultuous manner to de- 
mand justice. Upon examining the matter, he 
ordered the oifender to close confinement, promis- 
ing the heads of the caste to do them justice when 
it should appear whether the woman would die or 
live. They seemed satisfied, and the crowd was 
dispersed. But in the night, without any further 
provocation, they got together again ; and all such 
as serve under the Honorable Company and the 
English Inhabitants, deserted their Employs; 
such as Cooks, water bearers, coolies, palankeen 
boys, roundel men (umbrella carriers) and other 
useful servants ; and arming themselves with 
pikes, daggers, and long staves, made a grievous 
uproar in the Black Town ; stopping all the water 
from coming in, and committing many other dis- 
orders. The Captain of the Guard, with the Stew- 
ard and ^veral others, were sent to them to de- 
mand their reasons for making such an uproar ; 
and finding they were headed by several peons in 
the English service, they seized two of the ring- 
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leaders and brought them to the Governor, who 
are secured in irons till further order. 

The Heads of the Right Hand Caste are or- 
dered to go immediately and acquaint them that 
we will make any shift without them rather than 
submit to such usage ; and not a man of them 
shall ever be taken into service again, if they do 
not forthwith disperse and return to their duty ; 
also to let them knew that orders are given at all 
the guards to fall upon them if they commit any 
disorder, or draw near in a body where the guards 
are posted.” 

Thursday, 1st 5?ovember. Thd Paintem that 
deserted Triplicanej as mentioned in consultation 
the 1 5th ultimo, on account of the caste disputes, 
have made some overtures towards returning to 
their liabitations ; but at present insist on such 
unreasonable terms, that the Board cannot comply 
with them, considering that they ran away without 
any just provocation, and on purpose to distress 
us in our ajffairs.” 

Friday, 16th Havember. The President ac- 
quaints the Board that he has intercepted a vilain- 
ous letter or Cojan, wrote by some of the Right 
hand castes to the Painters that deserted Tripli- 
caneandnow reside at St. Thome ; wherein they 
are encouraged to insist upon unreasonable terms, 
and promised to be supported with money for their 
expenses, in hopes of creating further disturbances. 
Those that write the letter are inconsiderable per- 
sons, but he hopes to discover those that set them 
to work. In the mean time all possible diligence 
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is used to reconcile those unhappy disputes and 
prevent future trouble.” 

Monday, 10th December. The President ac- 
quaints the Board that though he hoped all things 
would have continued quiet between the castes, 
upon a resolution formerly taken to have the con- 
troversy decided by the heads of them that reside 
in the country ; the Chetties have this day shut up 
alt their shops, and called all the coolies from their 
work that belong to their caste ; and that he has 
employed proper persons to enquire into the mean- 
ing of it, which he will lay before the Board in 
next consultation” 

Thursday, 20th December. The President 
produces a petition delivered last night by the 
heads of the Chetty caste, that have for sometime 
shut up their shops and refused to do any business. 
The substance of the said petition is, that they 
have already complained of the Comatees singing 
their Naggarum before the idol named Chindadry 
Pillarry (Qanesha, the “Belly God”) and that 
their caste people in the country have heard of it, 
and threaten to turn them out if they suffer such 
abuses. Wherefore they desire the matter may be 
decided by the Brahmins (who are the fittest per- 
sons to do it) ; otherwise they cannot continue in 
this place ; and that a bond of 12,000 pagodas on 

* The Naggarum is the verse which is addressed to 
Oauesha “the remover of hindrances,” before under- 
taking any kind of business or engaging in any affair. 
Naggarum is properly the name of the language rather 
than of the verse. The complaint here made was that 
the Comatees recited their verse before a Chetty Fagoda. 
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both sides may be signed to staad to the said Brah- 
minV award., r'-l - i ■ , r* » 

‘‘ .Agreed, dhat sinee the Comatee and Chetty 
castes cannot be persuaded .to reconcile their differ- 
ences by the, heads (ff their own or any other 
(Pistes, .will on IVIonday morning next 

hear the ppinkm of all neutral persons among the 
inhabitantSj.and endeavour to deterniine the matter 
dn dispute so i as -will /best .secure the peace and 
quiet of .the.- place. < “ ; 

Monday, the ,^th Becemb^, ^1716. The 
heads of the.fChetty .^e^d Gomatee ;castes being 
summoned their j appearance, and agr^t 
rpimber of witness^ were , examined /concerning 
.the ceremony in dispute, whette ^the Comatpes 
have a right * to ^ out i their Naggarum. (Sanscrit 
hymn) before the Chindadry Pillary Pagoda or not. 
After three hours spent in vain endeavouring to 
persuade them to come, tor some agreement among 
themselves, the Board deferred the affair till next 
meeting.’’' • ■ •' * 

"‘Mondayi 7th Jain^aiy 1717. jThe President 
(Edward ;Hm*ris^ ‘E$q.) Jwg ready to embark 
for Great, Britain, ^prfjpp^s to the Board the best 
method thathecan think of, after having discours- 
ed with all the , principal inhabitants of the place 
that are not actudly • engaged in the dispute now 
afoot between fComatee and Chetty castes, for 
putting an » end to. all future trouble; and the 
Board upon reading them came to the following 
rescdutions. 

. :^SThat for anything that has yet appeared the 
Comatees, may cry out their P^maguadoo Nag- 
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pram at their houses, feasts, weddings &c. accord- 
ing to Salabad, but not before the Pagoda of Chin 
drj Pillary, tffl that matter can be decided in the 
3Qaaiiiier heredPler mentioned.” 

"That whereas the Comatees did agree before 
ttis Board to defer Uie matters in dispute to 20 
Brahmins, wMdi are the nentral caste ; ten of 
which to be ehosfen by Hie Comatees and’ ten bv 
the ChettiM thotigh- thqr went from thmr word 
next morning, and insisted upon j oining some of 
to own Bight Hand caste, when they found the 
Ghtetties wenewflling to comply;; the Board think 
It just for the Company’s and their own honour 
that the Comatees shall be obliged to mafrc 
their proniise by referring the ceremom’es in dis- 
•^ctteto SO Bitbmi^ aB before mentioned. 

" That in case of mty foul play hy the 20 Brih- 
^ that shad be chosen m ttiis occasion, nixm 
M proof thereof being made, the J mties aggrievS 
shall have justice done them, v--- 

“ That in case the Comatees refuse to comply 
with their first promise of a reference to theBrah- 
mms, the image of thp Chindadiy Pillaiy Pagoda 
shall be reinoved to the peat Gentoo Pagoda - and 
to prev^ aE fttture disputes the ChindadiyPa- 
lary Pagoda shall be shut up for ever. ■ 

That, whereas peat numbers of these small 
Pagodas haV© been eland eStinely built without 
am knewld(%e'<a peimissidn of the Government 
^m<we me-^daay b^tm, wMA tend to raise 
disputes among the castes, none shall be built 
henceforward mthout the jfehiyion of the Go- 
vernor and Council. 
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“ That no colours for the future shall be used 
at any feast in Madras, but the English, commonly 
known by the name of St. George’s colours, with 
a white field and a red cross. 

That the Pedda Naik shall be Overseer of thei 
Pariah caste, and. take care to keep them in due 
obedience j , and that no other person shall pre- 
tend to summon or have any command over them. 
That whoever shall hereafter presume to stir 
up the castes to mutiny or desert on account of 
the disputes between the Comateea and Chetties, 
or any other such frivolous pretence ; such person 
or persons, upon fiijl proof Wng made before the 
Board) shaE forfeit the Honorable Company's pro- 
tection, be rendered incapable of any employ in 
their service, and fined at the discretion of the 
Board. 

These resolutions will be pursued by the suc- 
ceeding President and Council, unless any unfore- 
seen difficulty should arise to occasion an alter- 
ation in opinion ; imd there is good reason to 
hope that a& jnatti^ will be fairly accommodatei 
by the Brahmina’* ^ -if**? ^ t 

“ Wednesday,. 8th January, 1 7 1 7 - Early this 
morning the Honorable President, Edward Harri- 
son Esq., embarked upon Ship “ King George,” 
for Great Britain ; upon which the Government of 
this place fell to the Honorable Joseph Collett 
Esq. pursuant to the Honorable Court of Direc- 
tor’s appointment in their general letters by the 
last ships.” 

Tuesday, 2^d January, 1717* The President 
reports that he has received an. answer from Cd.- 
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bwaj Ghettf and CoUastry Chetty to tbe sum- 
mons affixed yesterday at the gates to this pur^se : 
that they would not return unless we would oblio'e 
the Comatees to refer the differences between 
them to ^0 Brahmins as formerly proposed. 

Agreed that although we had determined, if 
the 'Chetties had stayed for our d^ision, to hare 
referred the matter as they propose, yet that now 
it is hot fit to make such an ^re^ment with them 
in order for their return for ihefollowing reasons. 

‘‘Birst, the immediate consequence would bO 
that all the Comatees, and probably several 
other tribes of the Right Hand oaste,, would desert 
the place u-^on our making such a condescention 
to the Ghetties, on condition of their returning ^ 
by which we should be drove io greater straits 
that we are or can be by the desertion of the 
Ghetfies. . . , 

'^’Secondly, such a eOndescention would so far 
enervate and weaken Our authority, that we should 
never sifter be able to govern the several castes 
with any steadiness ; who would be ready on 
ey^y occasion to threaten us with a desertion, by 
w&K they would govern us at their pleasure. 

these reasons we think it necessary to 
assert our authority, and either to force them to a 
compliance, or take what satisfaction we can get 
but- of their estates.” 

Ordered that the Warehouse keeper, assisted 
by bUe of the board altemately, remove the most 
vduable wares belonging to ^e said Chetties into 
the Fort godown 5 and take an exact account of 
them ; there being large quantities to a consider- 



able value. By, #liicli means we hope to frigbten 
tbe Chetties a submission, and return ; or 
otherwise to obtain some satisfaction out of their 
estates for the damages that may accrue to the 
Honorable Ooinpany by their desertion. 

‘‘ Ordered; titat* ^n attachment of moneys due 
from any inimbitant of Madras; whether Euro- 
peans or others; to any Chetties now deserted, be 
affixed at the Bm Gate ; with a declaration that 
whoever shall pay any such debts after this publi- 
cation to any of to said Chetties, or their order, 
shali he oblig^/io repay to same to the Honor- 
able Company^^i 

- These resolutions appear to have brought mat- 
ters to a conclusionT;" and the President according- 
ly drew up the Mbwing agreement, 

Thursday, 7thFebruary, 1717. '' We, Joseph 
Collett Esq., President and Council of Fort St. 
George, in order to determine and put an end to 
the diiferences which have been for sometime past 
between the Goidaatee and Chetty castes, " and also 
to prevent all disturbance of the like kind 
for to future; t &; toreby appoint and order for 
determination the present diiferences, that the 
Comatee shall have the liberty of saying the Pen- 
nagundoo Naggarum, or any other of their titles, 
before the pagoda within the Pillarry or any other in 
the Eight Hand streets; and that the Chetties shall 
have liberty of rehearsing their titles, or saying 
their Naggarum, before any pagoda in the Left 
Hand streets. But that the Comatees shall not 
say the Naggarum in the Left hand streets, nor 
shall the Chetties say their Naggarum in the Eight 
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hand streets. And we do hereby furl her order 
that neither the Comatees nor the Chetties 
shall have the, liberty of saying their Nago*a* 
mm or rehearsing their titles before the great 
Gentoo Pagoda. And for preventing disturb- 
^ce of the kind for the future, we do 
hereby forbid all persons whatsoever, buildino* 
any new pagodas in any part of this city with- 
out leave first obtained of the President and Coun- 
cii. We do also forbid any flags to be used in 
the public procession and solemnities by any of 
the castes whatsoever, besides St. George’s flag; 
that is a flag with a white field and a red cross. 
We do hereby publish and declare that if any iii- 
habitants of this city do on any pretence, grievance 
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to live under the Honorable Company's protection 
and enjoy their ancient liberties as Inhabitants. 

“ Agreed that their request be granted, upon 
their depositing in the Honorable Company’s cash 
for 12 months the sum of 4,000 pagodas for their 
good behaviour ; and the heads of the caste sign- 
ing the law lately established. 

** Agreed that an interest bond of this day’s 
date at 8 per cent, per annum be given to Colio- 
way Chetty and OoUastiy Chetty for the 4,000 
pagodas deposited as before mentioned ; and that 
the warehouse keeper do deliver them up all their 
bonds, pspefSi Eccotints and goods as soon as oon^ 
Veidently he (m ; ahd the remaind^ /of thehr 
moneys shall be paid them after the account of 
charges we have been at on their account can be 
made up.” 


to p »fy 
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CHAPTEE XXVIIL 

RNOMSH Mission^ TO BEIiHI. 

Before proceeding farther with onr annals of the 
Madras Presidency, we shall deyote a chapter to 
the consideration of an event, which is not only 
interesting in connection with the early fortunes of 
the English on the coast of Coromandel, but which 
.marks an epoch in the history of all the English 
settlements inlndk, — in €alcutta and Bombay, as 
well as in Pent St. George and Fort St. Bavid. 
This event is one to which Mr. Orme and Mr. 
Mill have each devoted a page of their respective 
histories, but yet which we have reason to believe 
is but little known to the majority of either Eng- 
lish, or Indian readers. It appears that about a 
.century and a haE ago, a mission was sent from 
Calcutta to Delhi, to cany a valuable present to 
the Great Mogul, and to endeavour to remove cer- 
tain pievances which affected the several Presi- 
dencies, and procure such advantages as could be 

obtained by bribery or cajoEety from the Durbar. 
This mission was entrusted to two of the English 
P actors at Calcutta, Mr, John Surman and Mr. 
Edward Stephenson ; and with them were joined 
ait Armenian named Cojee ^rhaud, and a surgeon 
named iiamiltoii, ' These gentlemen remained at 
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the Court of the Great Mogul for more than two 
years, during which they sent frequent dispatches 
to Calcutta, and some few to Madras and 15 om- 
^^y*,**; Copies of most of them however appear to 
have been forwarded to Fort St. George, and were 
entered from time to time in the consultation 
books. Accordingly it has been the good fortune 
of the present writer to exhume these mouldering 
dispatches from the old manuscript records in the 
Government Office of this Presidency. We shall 
not however publish them in detail, for whilst a 
large portion refers to discussions which have long 
since lost all infest, another portion is wanting 
and could only be recovered by a collation of the 
records at Calcutta with those of Fort St. George. 
We shall therefore simply review these old letters 
by the light of contemporaiy history ; combining 
our extracts and iiliistrations in such a manner as 
will best serve to render the narrative an interest- 
ing picture of the times. 

But what were the times ? We candidly ex- 
press our belief that in the present day there are 
veiy few who either know or care to know. Indian 
histories, whether of Hindoo or of Mussulman, are 
generally regarded with a distaste higlily flavoured 
with contempt. The reason of this is obvious. 
Our liistoriaiis generally fail altogether to excite 
our interest or enlist our sympathies. Many can 
dwell upon the picturesque pages of old Orme 
with the liveliest emotions. There the intrigues and 
treacheries of Native princes derive a powerful 
interest from the fact that the genius of our own 
eoimtiymen, and perchance of our own great- grand- 
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fathers, triumphed over alL Ai'cot and Plassey are 
to us still spirit stirring names ; and a host of rich 
associations still hang round the old I'’ort at 
Vellore, and the precipitous heights of Griiijee. 
But who cares to' read the history of Ferishta ? 
Who cates to peruse that dreary chronicle of 
Mussulman dynasties who have long since withered 
in their iomts ? , W| yet in the triumphs 

of , llahT^ta? pt 

Bmdar^ ; huin^fh^t JiilI,/np?Etphinttonfe not 
any one *elSe, has hitherto succeeded in exciting 
our interest in the old wars between Mussulman 
Icings and Hindoo Bajahs, — in old religious dissen- 
sions between Sheahs and Sonneahs, Yaislmavas 
and Saivas,-— or even in those seraglio stories of 
murder and sensuality which pervade oriental his- 
tory in every direction. Yet the time has been 
when tho annals of historians. like Ferishta were 
the delight alike of people and of princes ; when 
every Mussulman throughout the land listened to 
the old annals of Ghazni and Delhi, of Bijapore, 
Golconda, or Berar, with an enthusiasm only to. 
be surpassed by that with which the Jew listens 
to the chronicles of the kings of Israel and Judah, 
and to the. inspired traditions of Jerusalem, and 
Samaria. Bven the very names of places and of 
men, names which, are a positive torture to Eng- 
lish eyes and e£|rs, would awaken his feelings and 
sympathip, in the same way that the hearts of the 
old Scotrish . cataiiers warmed at the names of 
Dundee, M^iitrose, or Kiiliecrankie. 

We believe that this evil would be remedied if an 
historian possessed larger sympathies as well as 
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a larger personal ac(|uaintance with the country 
and the people- if he appealed to the aiFections 
as well as to the judgment ; if in a word he not 
only familiarised himself with those diherences 
which are the result of a peculiar history and a 
pectth'ar culture, but also with all those complex 
desires and passions, in which all men can sympa- 
thize because they are common to all the great 
family of mankind. 

The story which we are about to relate is one 
which ought to largely excite the interest of our 
readers. The year 1715, the very year that the 
Highlanders and the Pretender rose against king 
G-eorge; the two English Factors, together with 
the Surgeon and the Armenian, set out from Cal- 
cutta to Delhi. The character of the honest 
Factors is reflected in every page of their dispatch- 
es. They displayed none of the enlightened curio- 
sity of a Clavijo at the court of Timour, or of a 
Bernier at the court of Aurungzebe ; but they 
were shrewd practical business men ; and they 
went out like members of a Chamber of Com- 
merce, eager to obtain certain privileges, wliich 
would not only redound to the advantage of their 
honourable employers, but to their own credit and 
mputatioii. In Calcutta they desired some protec- 
tion against the oppressions of the Nabob of Ben- 
gal, and permission to purchase more villages. In 
Madras they desire to recover the out villages, which 
had been granted in^former years, but which had 
been since resumed by the Nabob of Arcot. In 
Surat they wanted to pay a fixed yearly rent in 
view of the customs levietl by the Mogul gover- 
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nor. A few otlier similar privileges they desired 
to obtain, which were of considerable importance 
in those days, but which would excite no interest 
now. In a word they went, not as political envoys, 
but as petitioners. Keither one of them had gyqt 
been to Delhi before, but still they were not without 
Indian experiences. . They had formed an exalted 
idea of the wealth and power of the Great Mogul ; 
and they knew something of the character of the 
Omrahs or nobles at the . Court of Delhi. Jaf* 
her Khan, the Nabob of Bengal, was Idmself a 
good type of an Omrah ; a man who rose from 
nothing, by that happy mixture of intrigue and au- 
dacity, which is peculiar to the Asiatic. Originally 
he had been a mere Tartar adventurer, who had 
mpidly xkm in the army during the wars in the- 
Deklcan, and had subsequently been appointed 
Dewan, or comptroller of finance, in Bengal. At 
that time. Prince Azira, the grand son of Aumng- 
zebe, was Nabob or Subah of Bengal and 
when the sovereign died, Azim and his tliree 
brothers plunged into a war for the imperial 
throne. Azim was slain, and J alRer seized the 
happy moment for appointing himself to tte Na- 
Iwbship ; and this post he managed to re&n un- 
m it was not thought worth while to remove him. 
Towards the English Jafiier had acted the part 
of a petty tyrant. He had insisted upon searcliing 
|hesr goods whirii were sent up country, and in 
levying exactions in that arbitrary manner which 
is espedally offensive to Englishmen. This was 
one of the grievances for which Mr. Siirman and 
Mr. Stephenson now lioped to obtain redress ^ 



jcar nau oeen cnosen lor the journey. The 
euToys left Calcutta in April 1715, and reach- 
ed Delhi on the 7th of July, after a three months 
journey. The report that they were carryino- a 
large present to the Great Mogul, secured them'an 
escort from the Governors of the different pro- 
vinces through which they passed ; and they even 
travelled toough the district of the Jauf s, who at 
that time were regarded as the most dangerous of 
robbers, without meeting with any serious mis- 
chance. The day after they reached Delhi, they dis- 
patched a letter to Mr. Hedges, tlie Governor of 
Calcutta, from which we make the following extract. 

“ We passed the country of the Jauts with success, 
not meeting with much trouble, except that once in 
the night rogues came on our Camp, but being repuls- 
ed tW times they left us. We arrived at PhW- 
^todthe3rd instant (July), where we w^ere met by 
1 adre btephanus, bringing two seerpaws, which were 
recei^d with the usual ceremony by John Burman 
and Cojee Serhaud. The 4th we arrived at Baora- 
pooia, three coss from the city, sending the Padre be- 
±ore to prepare our reception, that if possible, we 
might visit the kmg the first day, even before we 
went to the house which was got for us. Accordingly 
tile ith in the morning we made our entry with very 
good order ; there being sent a Mimsubdar of two 
thousand Miinsub, with about 200 horse and peons to 
lilicwise two elephants and flags. 
About the mid^e of the city, we were met by the 
^eiad Ballabut Hlhan Bahadur, and were by him con- 
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fvwb about 12 

met with Khan Dowran Bahadur, who received nq 

protection and good 
S 6 ^c^ We pre|)aredlor oiir fimt present, viz. 1001 
^id Mohurs, ^ble clock set with precious stones 

Zoudec the lajge piece of ambermlese tS 

Manilla -work, and the map of the 

•wffe-the'-HwteStfclS 

hl^n^ «v«y- ®Bh 

MstondastMah dohnSimwaa' 

Culgeesetiwa ston^ j! and MiaM k ^ 

Slt^So w"*? f likewise, amid the 

gieat pomp and state of the kings of Hindoostan W-a 

^•ere very wed received ; amf on our arrivafat 

house, Tve w-ere entertamed by Seiad Sallabnt TThL L^Ih 
inner sufficient both for us and our people. In the even 

Khan Boa^ is in -with the King gives 
m of iHidertafcinfc' Ho &£res 

us of kg protection, mid says tiieKin| hfemS^ 
®re^m^t favonre. We have receifeHrSfilS 
to vibit Khan Dowran as our patron ; after wliich we 

SSrab^ '’w *i®G>-ancI Visierandothl? 
Omrahs. V^ e would have avoided this, if we could 
fearing to disoblige the Vizier ; but hndin<-^ it not 
feasabl^ rather than disoblige one who in^een 
serviceable, and by whose mets we Ix^eTto ouJ^ 
our desires, we comply with it.” ^ 

On the seventeenth of the same month, Mr 
John Surman dispatched another letter to Go- 

make an extract 

showaig-the farther proceedings of the mission 
of ou7:n&>^C?*^e^kE of°Z K- fT 

civiltreatment ive mk 4 rl!f 

aoubb be rerv welcome new« Wr. • wipuoup 

*v.« toi "Kt,.T£^^ 
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and gives me some hopesWt^all wffl eifd 

at^reS^ ““Plaisfntrk tEf tbl 

^thtte advice and'^Znsel o^l;de“S"*We 

rstf Yf 

fSSS; 

nw at op^ri:^ LTnglotlff "“r" 

ly advised us to do nethiZ^SutX 

sel, aixd ordet of Kfiaii advioe, conn- 

meni of our aflfairs) 

of affairs at tbe Durbar obliged us to ,V 

ri^r“ "• 75a 

“utifik" ’ “?"'^ •• " »5S'.sKS,„a 

disoblige tSvlte; ^7bei5“rV^Ce tha?'? 'T 
Khan was very intimate tlipyp ® 

vvbeu we intend 

mtei^t for our better reeepLnTfnte^dirt “ 

*¥-??=-barby his meaua “dl 

might be satisfied as to the imuortaurD^BU * mT® 
pod prospect we have of olr^Z^tleTcoL 

4aSS»=rSS 

si5sh:9««s«.“ 

=r.™a'r5a.sl55;?ss 

tioiis and counsels.” ^ ^ ‘'Aspect in our ac^ 

Tlpee days afterwards Mr. Surman and' If,* 
ephensoH dispatched another letter to Governor 
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Hedges, eomplaining of the invalidity of their let- 
ters of ftredit, and the difficulty they had in ob- 
taining money, which they felt to be the inain- 
sprmg of their negociations. But before follow- 
ing the course of their proceedings, it may be as 
well to glance at the contemporaiy state of the 
court at Delhi. 

The Moguls were Mussulmans, but they were 
^together a different ra(» ftom the &st Mahomme- 
eonqmors of Asia. They were ’fokrthrh, Whilst 
their predecessors were Arabs or Afghans. During- 
the Afghan period the Mussulmans had estabUsh- 
ed several large and independent kingdoms both in 
Hindustan and the Dekkan. During the Monil 
period, these independent kingdoms were brought 
under the supremacy of one sovereign— the srmt 
Mogul who reigned at Delhi The Afghan supre- 
macy dates back tothe timeofWilKam the ^- 
queror. The Mogul period only commenced in the 
sixteenth centuiy, about the time of Henry VIII 
It reached its zenith in the reign of Aurungzebe’ 
who conquered the last Afghan dynasties m the 
Dekkan, and who died inl707, after having flourish- 
ed from the time of Oliver Cromwell to that of 
Queen Anne. But at the very moment wten the 
wwerof Aurungzebe seemed to extend from the 
Himalayas to Comorin, a new enemy had arisen. 
Ihe old Hindoo nationality flashed out in the Mah- 
mttas, and the Mahrattas resisted Aurungzebe until 
the day of Ms death. Irem that hour the Mo"-ul 
empire was on the decline. It became a prey to 
disorders of every kind, to Wars without and 4rs 
within. It was threatened by the Sikhs on one side 



aas-iw 


HISSOEY OF MtADflAS. 


248 


and by the Mahrattas on the other. Meamime 
the country was desolated by internal stnijrgies. 
JSIo sooner had Aurnngzehe departed this life than 
hxs sons plunged into a desperate conflict for the 
throne, which terminated in the death of all save 
ins fortunate successor and survivor Shall Aulum. 
I he latter died in 1712, and then another conflict 
arose between his sons, which likewise teminated 
in the death of all, save a dmnken and depraved 
wretch named Jehandar Shah. The new soveteicrn 
was even too had for Delhi. A sort of religious re- 
volution was got up by two Seiads, or descendants 
of, the Prophet,: who were brothers,* and after 
another desperal^e struggle Feroksere, a nephew of 
Jehandar Shah, was placed upon the throne. 

Feroksere was thus the reigning sovereign when 
the English mission arrived at Delhi. His <n’eat 
aim was to escape from the thraldom of tho^two 
Seiads, through whom he had obtained the empire. 
These two Seiads had been amply rewarded. Their 
names ^were Abdulla and Hussein. Abdulla was 
made Vizier, and Hussein was made Bukshi, or 
paymaster of the forces. We may add that the 
Omrahs of the Court were as ready as their royal 
master to procure the ruin of the two Seiads. 
Amongst these must be especially mentioned a 
particular favourite of the king, named Emir Jum- 
la. But as we shall see, all their machinations and 
intrigues were defeated by the energy and o-cnius 
of Hussein. 

It will have been seen by the extracts alreadv 
made from the despatches, that the great friend of 
the English at the court was an Omrah named 

n 
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iiowdee Kiiaif, the same who had carried on an 
amicable correspondence with Mr. Pitt, the former 
Governor of Madras.^ By his advice, the envoys 
endeavoured to obtain the favour both of A!> 
dttHa, the Yizier^ and of a powerful nobleman 
named Khan Bowran. But Khan Bowran was a 
strong supporter^ f Emir Jumla, and a great 
of ihfe II This,, cii:eum8taiice, and 

wed to 

delay the for a 

ve^ oomidmble pmod,, ' r 
^ pe intrigues against the two Seiads were in 
tuil play at the moment of the arrival of the mis- 
sion at Belhi. Emir Jumla had made an effort to 
separate the brothers, but without inflicting any 
.^blow upon their power. Hussein had been raised 
to the ra^'Of Cbmmander-in- Chief, ,,, and sent to 
TOuce' Ajeet Bmg, Kajah of ]|towar Bmpoot 
pnnce, who had rebelled during the recent trou- 
bles, and had likewise distinguished himself by 
destroying Mussulman mosques and erecting 
Hindoo pagodas. The Court party however w'as 
not ashamed to intrigue with this worshipper of 
Klois. Accordingly, private advices were sent to the 
Bajah, assuring him that the king Eeroksere would 
be infinitely obliged to him, if he would use his 
best exertions to resist Hussein. But this little 
plot poved a failure. Hussein triumphed over the 
Bajah, and the Eajah did not deem it expedient to 
sacnfe Mmsdf for the good of the Court party, 
ierms were concluded between the two in a man- 
ner worthy of a passing notice. Notwithstanding 
the influence of caste prejudices, it had been the 
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fashion throughout the later conflicts between 
Mussulman and Hindoo, to cement every jieace 
by a royal mamage ; that is, the defeated llajah 
was persuaded, or constrained, to give one of his 
own blooming daughters as a bride to the Mussul- 
man sovereign. This custom was followed on the 
present occasion ; and the Rajah Ajeet Sing gave 
not only a large peiscush, but promised also to 
give his youthful daughter to the king Feroksere. 
Hussein hurried back to Delhi with the welcome 
news, and was once again all powerful at court ; 
and Emir Jumla was compelled to retire to Patna 
and undertake the GoFefnmehfe of Bahar. i Ferok- 
sere howeva^ stii! fretted under the domii^lion of 
the Seiads, and meditated upon the best means of 
escaping from the constraint they imposecL At this 
juncture Hussein obtained the appointment of Vice- 
roy of the Dekkan ; and about the same time the 
English Factors reached Delhi and were admitted to 
an audience. Three days afteiwards however, they 
wer® astonished by the news that Feroksere had 
left Delhi ; but the following extract from a letter 
which they addressed to Governor Harrison at 
Madras on 4th August, 1715, will sufficiently ex- 
plain the state of affairs. 

^ Three days after our arrival here, the king left tlxe 
city, under pretence of visiting a sacred place, about 6 
coss from thence. But the true reason, (we are of 
opinion) w^as to clear himself of a kind of confinement 
which he thought he suffered whilst in the Fort. After- 
wards on the petition of his Omrahs to return to the 
city, the time of the rains being improper for travel- 
ling, he showed himself resolved to proceed either to 
Lahore or Ajmeer. Neither could all the arguments 
used avert his intended journey. This startled us, 
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and consideriBg with Ilow great trouble and risk 

iiad broilp-nf, thp. 7Vr«:»cenf. T _ 


stand. At last we concluded to give the gross of our 
pre^nt 1]^ i^twithstanding the king was abroad- 
But in delivermg some of the fine clocks, they were 
ordered to be return^ and kept in good order till he 
came back to the city, h© having now determined 
only vi« a -gacred place abo# ^ mm from Delhi * 
after wmch he wouM ‘ !Tte »ts«m©d our pre^ 

the remaxnder of mt goA bi|fc w®' couohiW 
tliat it to attend 'Mftlefeip thi» 

^ur. Wo ®o# continue in the mvm leaiwrMr- 
Bfeephenson and Mr. Phihps to take care of what goods 
remain m the city ; and in case that the king should 
proceed further, that they rnay concert measures to 
bring the goods after us. We are in this interval 
preparing petitions to be delivered to his Majesty 
^pmg we slnOi do something for our Honorable 
Masters that h^ not lieen yet obtained. The patro- 
nage and management of this negotiation is in the 
hands of the greatest favourite at Court, Khs^n j[>ow- 
Yam and under him Seiad Sallabnt Khan. Withal we 
tong no ways unmindful of an old friend Zowdee 
^nan, without wdiose advice, we enter upon nothing. 

^ station is not 
7 Kings ear. However we are 
ea^^iiied that in whatever lies in his power, he does and 
,wiil assist m, to pa^cularly in the Vizier s Durbar. 

Hussein All Khan Bahadur Ameer-ul Omrah is late- 
ly gone into the pekkan country, having the entire 
^mmand of ^ that part of liis kingdom. Your 
Honors have undoubtedly heard how great he has 
himself even to vie with the command of his 
mpnal Majesty, as lately aj>peai'ed in the disputes 
b^w^n dumla whilst at Court 

when he obliged his antagonist, contrary to the King’s 
teires, to remove from Court to Patna, whereby 
through the mterest of Hussein, and liis own mi!?- 
management, he is quite ruined. Wherefore we hum- 
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bly recommend a very good correpondence with Hus- 
sein. Otherwise, whatever we shall be able to do here 
will be of very little service before him.” 

Another pleasant intrigue awaited Hussein AH 
in the Dekkan. . Emir 1 amla had been sent to 
Patna to undertake the Government of Bahar, at 
the time that Hussein had set out for the Dekkan. 
Before leaving Delhi, Hussein had assured the king, 
that if any mischief Avere aimed at his brother 
Abdulla, he would be at Delhi within twenty days 
to avenge him. But the blow was aimed "not at 
Abdulla but at Hussein. Our old friend Dawood 
Khan had been appointed Governor of Guzerat ; 
and he was instructed to pick a quarrel with 
Hussein and cut hkn off if possible. The further 
progress of affairs is fully illustrated in the dis- 
patches, On the 31st August, 1715, Messrs. 
Surnam and Stephenson wrote as folio w^s. 

We have advices here that Hussein Ali Khan and 
Dawmod Khan are come to a rupture in Barrampore, 
so that it is likely a battle wdl ensue, the latter having 
engaged many of the Dekkan country to his party. 
It is whispered at this Court that this is a design laid 
to involve Hussein Ali Khan in trouble, and retrench 
his grandeur wHoh of late has not been very pleasing. 

The king proceeding no further than Panipiit,* 
returned to the city on the 15th, but being a little dis- 
ordered in his health h£ s not made any public appear- 
ance. So that we have not had an opportunity to 


* The shrine of a Mahommedan saint of great re- 
pute, and famous in history as the scene of two of the 
greatest battles ever foxight in India ; viz. that which 
overturned the Afghan dynasty and established the 
Mogid emperors in 1525 ; and that w^hich neaily crush- 
ed the Mahrattas in 1761. 
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deliver the rcmainiug part of our present, or commence 
our negotiation, which shall be done by the Istproxm.*’ 

On the 6th of October, the envoys rvrote to Go- 
vernor He(^s as follows. 

tnl'S oiir petition on 

the first gooJ opportamty ; but Ms Majesty’s indispo- 
rnbon <»“toina^d to. Hamilton having Undertaken 
to cnre Mm, it iiM been thought advisable by our 
^^ 8S weEas by oni^ve%to defer deUvefingit 
till such time as it shMl jdease God that his Mai^tv 

mso^ me^ure retoms to his former state of heidth. 

advice, we mtend to foKow, considering that 
w^ lie is in^ much pain, it can be bni a vSy in- 

favours of bim. The 
first distemper the lOootor took him in hand for, was 
swenmgs in Ms groin, wMoh thanks be to God he is 
in a fair way of curing ; but within these few davs 
^ taken with a violent pain, wm 4 
m tody to come to a fistula ; it hinders his Majesty 
from coming out, m naturany pnts a stop to aU man- 
ner of hnsiness, wherefore must have pafience perforce. 
^Yom Honora w^ We heard of the deato of Da- 
™ Dekkan, slain in a battle with 
H^m All ghis was a desperate conflict, in 
“atcMock bdl siniek Dawood at the 
moment when victory had declared on his side.) 
rnnrt "t * ^at deal of uneasiness to tMs 

r* otherwise laid by the king 

Md ha favountes ; and that wMch was designed for 
Hn^n Ah s rmn, has proved a great adifition to 
ha former gloi^. The king at first^emrf “eM 
it to his brother Abdulla, who not takinj . it rq 
^ tiently, as he expected, he has altered Ms resolution 
to ^ndmg Hussein Ali Khan a Seerpaw and Xer 
nwta M fevotm. We We advised in onr letters to 
the (^TOimor and (fooncil of Madras to Weparticulm 

regard to the fnendsMps of that great Omrah- other 

W'lse whatever we shall be abllto do to?e for that 
fov^r^‘^ with Ms 
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The dispatches are here silent upon a point of 
considerable interest. The king laboured under a 
disease, which was not only painful in itself, but 
which prevented him from completing his marriage 
with the daughter of the defeated Eajah. After 
some months Dr. Hamilton succeeded in curing 
him ; and according to the popular story the gra- 
titude of the sovereign was unbounded. Ferok- 
sere is said to have promised to grant any favour 
which Dr. Hamilton chose to ask ; and we are 
told that the generous surgeon requested no re- 
wards for himself, but simply asked that the re- 
quisitions of the Company he * complied 

with. ...The king it is added, immediately granted 
this favdtir, and also directed that all the fees of 
office should be remitted. No such story however 
appears in the dispatches ; nor indeed is it likely 
that the envoys would have given prominence to 
a fact, which was calculated to deprive them of all 
the personal credit which would otherwise have 
accrued from their successful negociations. The 
following extract of a letter to Governor Hedges, 
dated 7th December, 1715, contains all they had 
to say upon the matter. 

“ We write your Honors the welcome news of the 
Kings recovery. As a clear demonstration to the 
world, he washed himself the 23rd ultimo, and accord- 
ingly received the congratulations of the whole court. 
As a reward for Mr. Hamilton’s care and success, the 
King was pleased on the 30th to give him in i^ublic viz. 
a vest, a culgee set with precious stones, two diamond 
rings, an Elephant, horse, and 5000 rujjees ; besides 
ordering at tne same time all his small instruments to 
be made in gold, with gold buttons for his coat and 
waist coat, and brushes set with jewels. The same 




25 S HISTOBY OF HABEAS. [171:^-17. 

day Cojee Serhaud received an Elephant and vest as 
a reward for his attendance on this occasion. 

“ We have esteemed this as a particular happiness, 
and ho^ it will prove ominous to the success of our 
affairs, it being iiie only thing that detained us hither- 
to from delivering our general petition. So pursuant 
to the orders we received from Khan Bowran, the 
King’s recovery was succeeded by the giving in the 
remainder of our present (reserving a small part only 
tH 'the ceremony of. Mm mairoge ; over) ; 

then delivered mt petilioti w 
his means to he introduced to 
Sallabat Khan, who has all along managed our affairs 
under Khan Dowran, being at that instant, and 
some time before much indisposed, we were obliged 
to carry it ourselves ; not without taking care to have 
Ins recommendation annexed. Since the delivery 
Cojee Serhaud has been frequently with Khan 
Bowran, to remind him of introducing it to his Ma- 
jesty; but has always been informed, no business 
can go forward tiE the solemnization of the king’s 
wedding is over, when he has promised a speedy dis- 
psdieh. All have been shut up for some days, 
and all business in the kingdom must naturally sub- 
side to this approaching ceremony, so that we cannot 
repine at the delay. 

‘‘The Rajpoots are likely to receive great honor by 
this wedding ; the king having consented to all their 
desires in respect to the ceremonials ; and this evening 
goes on his iimoae attended by his whole nobility on 
foot, to receive Ms spouse. All the Fort and Street, 
through which he passes will be made resplendent with 
innumerable lightej andin fine all will appear as 
glorious as the riches of Hindoostan and two months 
mdefatigabM labour can |>TO vide.” 

We are surprised that we cannot find in the 
dispatches any further notice of this celebrated 
marriage. According to Mussulman historians, the 
festivities on the part of the bride were conducted 





Aii, and* ffieVanairiage was performed 
witli a splendour aid ma^ificeuee tiH then un- 
seen among tlie ^vereigns of Hindustan. Many 
pompous insi^ia were added to tbe royal train 
upon this fealidn^ ^The illuminations rivalled 
the planets^ aihd s^thyi to upbraid the faint lustre 
of the 'stars. High and low shared the festivity, 
and joy thrilled through the veius of alL The 
Emperor Eeroksere came to the palace of Hussein 

where the ceremony . whs’ ^ perforiued ; after 
which, he carried the princess in th^ highest splen- 
dw ,of &e m-‘ 

scpitdii%s^^ of Msicai 

df th§’ ' V / ' \ \ ^ ^ 

It was ‘now to he'e^^e&ed that the^ cure of the 
king by Dr. Hamilton, would have led to a speedy 
consideration. Of the petition ; but no such goo<l 
fortune happened to the embassy. The king's 
marriage, and the general diiatoriness which pre- 
vailed, — eveiy Orhrah’ at the Court being%rtpo. 
much occupied m plbtl^ ; and intriguing to pay 
any attention jto the, petiHon .of the Eeiinghees, — led 
to a delay wMch ' threatened ' sometunes to imperil 
the success of the mission./ . On the Stli January, 
1716, the envoys wrote to ^Governor Hedges as 
follows. ^ ^ 

As to the course of our negotiations/ ve can give 
hut a very,, slender account of their progress; for al- 
though our affairs are fallen, into the patronage of one 
of the most able men in this court to dispatch them, if 
he pleases, yet his dilatory methods of proceeding are 
such as must make us pursue our designs with patience 

■ , >/ ; - ^ ^ ; - - ' // 

”^4 of t^e^mtcfeeilbr d! Atifiih^ehe 
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for tlie present. Our petition is returned^ after having 
passed the examination of the boohs ; the next that 
foUowB -will be the Sing’s sighing ; after which we 
shall take (sare to giveyohr hono^ a partioalar fee- 
cotofel 

We' Imve latdy been snrpii5®d with the King’s 
des^^ pi d^adang from, this place, but God be 
thahked he is delayed for soitie d&.ys at least: Wa 
ioafe' be^ ^ Ifee delays ^poe^bfe', 

to eiSfect bir bnsii®^ b^ilre laa jbtftilirliA’' 

eanttot rely <m4. ^ /,'• . ‘r., 

IVo m^is ago Sknir tehla lorrivid '‘lilt 
froth Bahar, attended by aboht 8 or 10 horstoieiiy 
mmfeh to the snrprize Of this Oily ; for it its but at best 
supposed that ho has made an elopement from his oWh 
oasQ^ for fear of .Ms soldiers who mutinied for pay; 
The particulars of all which we are not yet ac(|naint^ 
with, nor what reception he is like to meet with from 

O&the Siif 5 hihh,felld 


«i Your tioBors wdi donbtle^ ha^p^e heard by dying 
reports the troubles that have possessed this j^ce 
for the pant mOntl^ occasitmed by the coming of Emir 
Junda and all Ms fenoes, as it is said wi^out the 
Ming’s <rder.^ AH the Tartars mutinously joined to 
demand their pay. which they gave out they would 
dMPce ei&er from tne Vi^er or ^au Howran. 

c^tainly ^e groOndS of lor?!i^ oh all 

sides, the Vizier himself having not less than §0,00^ 
hm:^ 5 .aE which . oicmfeiua^il^^dEed 'fee sfereefes. and at- 
tended him whan hp went fen tom ‘ Khair Ilbwrtei 
tesdifee* ,pf fee Otei3li%‘ forces ^aatsd'aH 

to G&nn% .kept gharf ly'rpwd fee Ibrt 'ft#- 

about ^dayii Thh-Vt^’i;^ bent hot' 

to pay . fee Teitos ndtoul ’ wy parfeDoukr 

examinations and accounte to be made up for the plun- 
dering the town of Patna ; which conditions the Tar- 
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tars did not tMpk to eoMply iw4#i till luoii tima m 
tkey fonnd tlie was ‘n^' lo ‘"be Wliod ; wtim 
they scented to fee willing to come to a eoanpositioa^ 
W^it was "^©djnd^l^ breaking daeir pariy, -and'tk® 
king’s orders for Bitiir i^umia’s procedure for Lahore. 
The kii^ordered (Mdklis* Khan to go and see Emir 
^'mxda out of fho cnty ; divesting him of all his posts at 
Court, of his Munsul, JageerSj &c. with his 
l^orious adifflnonal titles, w^ch are ordered for the 
tntnre never to housed. It is the general observation of 
this city, that this has only been aschenae laid if possiMe 
to entrap the VMer, and take away his life ; but he has 
been so continually on his guard, -feat noihing <n)Cild 
be dfected,. So onoe more ^1 m calmed, much to hm 
•®be TizieaPs) 'Honorar ^asd 'tfeB;enMif© -^Ageaqe ^ all 
Tartars in generaX ; mey being almost ah turned of 
a^, ^ 

ba Jpsw|y|p Tjahc^ at 
pesent withoul; any Mhnsul or post. But it is repbrt- 
ed he will enjoy the former by the king^s favour. 
These trouble occasioned the .shutting up all the 
Cutcherries for this month, so that no business co^d 
possibly go on ; in Yhich oura met the same fate, with 
the rest, being, just in the same state as a month ago. 
Khan DoWjran very fregpently promises that he wS 
udakbanend ^ 

inaaee^* 

sibie* . 'b»Tt j oe€^is^n to summon the ut- 

mo^ of our patWee. There is no help for it, for 
with all this mlatoriness, be is the only reigning man 
in the King’s Bnrbar, so that we hope he will at laat 
ocmsider and for his own honor see us handsomely d^- 
patched with all full grant to all our petitio.ns. 

“ The great rebel Gooroo (Bandu the Seikh) who has 
been for these 20 years so troublesome in the Sabah- 
ship of Lahore, is at length taken with all his family 
attendance by the Subah of that province. Soms 


* This man afterwards beoame famous as Subah M 
the Dekkau, under the name of Kizam-ooLMulk.^ ’ 
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days ago they eutered the city laden with fetters, his 
whole attendants which were left aliFe being about 
7B0, ail seyerally .mounted on Camels, which were 
sent out of the city for that purpose, besides about 
2^H}0 heads stuok.uppn poles, Iteing those who died by 
the sword in batUe. He was carried into the presence 
of the king, and from thence to a dose prison. He 
at present Im his .life prolonged with most of his 
Mutsud^es, in hop^ to gd account of his treasure 
in seyeral .parts of his kingdom, of those that 
assisted him, when afterwards he be executed for 

the i^sh There .100 each ^y beheaded, ^t is 
hot a little remarkable with whatpatieace they un- 
dergo their fate, and ,to the last it has not been 
fouhd that one lias apostatised from the new formed 

It is scarcely possible to conceive of a more 
wretched state of affairs than that depicted in the 
forgoing extracts. Ihe l^ing events are al- 
r^dy known to the historic^ stadent ; hut bhese 
■^tieh dn the 8|M hj l^^lisiinen irho 
’|>robabIj' .df' if the 

^enes they desmbe, seem fo bnhg the "eyidits 
more clearly to our eyes. The revolt of a Tartar 
army in the streets of Delhi is bad enongh ; but 
timt terrible procession of 780 Sikh prisoners, 
iyith -two tWiisand bleeding heads elevated ph 
poles, is somet&g ' t6o terrible to contemplate. 
We may add that the whole 780 were sphse- 
Quenriy beheaded on seven successive days. 
We le^n from Dlphinstone that Dandu the chief 
'fm ' for" g^ter' ctu^tiei #as 

* Thfe fdigion was a sort of compound of Hindooism 
and Mahommedanism, in which the leadii^ doctrines 
of both were reconciled by a strange kind of com- 
promise. 
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exhibited in an iron cage, dad in a robe of 
cloth of gold, and a scarl^ turban ; an executioner 
stood behmd hm with a tlrawn sword ; around 
him were the bf h|s followers on pikes, and 

similar weapon 

to indicate the extirpation of everything belonging 
fb him? He was then given a dagger, and ordered 
to 'stab his infant son ; and on his refusing, ^e 
child was butchered before his eyes, and its he^t 
thrown in his face. He was at last tom to pieces 
with hot pincers, and died with unshaken con- 
stancy, glorying ihlmving been raised up by God 


But to proceid with the story of the English 
mission. The foilowing extract from a letter 
dated 21st March 171 6, is a singular description 
of the procrastlnatipn which generally pervaded 
the conrt of the MoSl, 

" ,We have frequenjily .complained to your Honors 
of :&e strange d^jfconj^ep pf bur patron Knah Dowran. 
He is” never ^pwn Id i^it^'outiu public, and return 
-answers to Wy.^nw of business ; so that what can 
be said to Mmdh 'the way .from his apartment to his 
palankeen, is all tha^t ‘ caii be got ; which is ,so very 
little for a man of' 'a great business, that many days 
pa^ before an bp|wrtiinify can be had even for the least 
answer '; and that his own servant, Seiad Salabut 
Khan, who has the inanagement of our affairs under 
-him, and is as intimate as any one with him, can do as 
little that way as other people. Wherefore the main 
part of all our business has been managed by notes. 
This has been a great occasion of the dilatorineas of 
.pur a^airsj 4^ w'hich were obliged to bear wii^ 
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tn»t our tmsuaess abotild be done to lo^r satisfaction. 
Hay Kh&n Dowran biraself, very often both by word 
of mouth, and in several notes, promised to do it. A 
few days ^o when Serhaud went to pay his respects 
afit to JK.h®tt wran, and put bfry^ fn mind of onr 
wa« vmy -gnrpdzSa^y asfcad what .peti- 
Have not I done all your business f ^ To which 
Cmee Serhaud answered ; but the time and place not 
allowing of a farther expTanataon, he got into his pa- 
mnkeen and went away. This aferange forgetfulness 
l aye 'm m very ^afeelao tows .'Ws## 

what iMter m >a^hy 

of having our business edeoted to our satisfaction, 
when we had so long and patiently waited, and been 

at so great an expence, to be thus ans weiTsd was very 
suipimng, and what we did not nor could not expect 
in the least. We were answered that daily experience 
ii%ht ^nvinceus oftke strange cinriagesand&rgstful- 
of that man. Stiil biddlxig; us not to despond, 

but that avay Ihing would go well ateso many 

t m as^wehefore Kad^rwy^.", Tte-;j»ye 
us but small satisfaction, mad the ratar made us the 
which gave us this fortherMcL 
VIZ. Khan Bowran had been advised by his 
ovra Mntsuddi^ that it was not his business to 

petition, but that 
rtw^ h^r to get the Vizier to advise the king 
what things were proper to be granted us. We 
w^in hope that in case we wotdd h^ got those 
pettCTO granted us by the means of TThan Bowratu' 

jk^atorwards the Tirier wtraMnotgfesE^^ as ^ 

a iMe bribery it nd^t hav^ p^sed. There 
am been-T^veml endeavours made to get an opperteni- 
wiih.Kh^ Bowraji so as to confvhioe • 
im ^b^a . jirocfimable# We fe«r tie j^Moh 
^ w* ‘mm -eiit 
^ Vizier as before mentioned. 

* Yi^te^y fee iCing centrmy to fee advice of the 
Vmer, rad purely on ira oim wdl, Trent otit a Inatt- 
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ing ; and all tli& Omrahs to their tents. The place at 
resent mentioned is about 38 coss off ; bnt God’ 
knows what may be the designs of it>’ or where he will ’ 
march to* This oblige ns to follow him to-morrow 
or next day^ leaving Mr* Edward Stephenson andPhilips 
beldnd to take care of- the Honorable Company’s 
effects here* Should the petition come out signed as 
above mentioned, we shall be obliged to make a new 
addrei^ to the Vizier ; which will not only protract 
this negotiation, but must lay us open to a denial, and 
at the best very expensive. We shall advise your 
Honors as soon as we have any hopes of success (which 
GcKi send) or what we diallbe obliged to recede from.’^ 

^ It would be u^es$ to inquire; into the various 
motives wMoh induced Kiaai Btand the 

Emgisb' tj»' Virife AWidWi. 

Sometimes. ii was supposed that’ the bribes to' the 
subordinate ofEcers had been insufficient ; some- 
times that Khan Dowian was desirous of escaping 
from the responsibility of advising the king. One 
rumour reached the ears of the English envoys, 
and seems to have been more . likely a cause than 
any of the athers;- It was said that - the mystai- 
ous^ disease with. wHch the kmg had been attacked 
the preceding yeajr, imd : again made its appearance, 
and threatened t® rbec6me annual ; and that the 
king had given private orders that the business of 
the embassy should be delayed, in order that he 
might retain the services of Dr. Hamilton* Mean- 
time the results were most unfortunate to the em- 
bassy. Mr. Burman and Mr. Stephenson, strong- 
ly objected to being handed over to the Vizier as 
the ‘‘cast-off favourites” of Khan Bowran. At 
this moment an incident occurred, which so plainly 
state of ,tte^couii,tbatvm 
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extract tlie accoiiiit from one of tlie dispatclies, 
dated 2 Oik Aprils 1716. 

“ Wkiist the king was encamped 14 coss from Belki 
in order to hunt, tkere Happened a quarrel between 
tbe people of 'Sian Box^n and Mabamnd Amilkban 
as tfiey came from tbe Bnrbar ; wbicb, after tbeir 
masters got into tbeir tents, ended in a downriglit 
%bk bereitt they fired with ' small arms, boms and 

S eat gmns abo^t‘,2'hotir% thb 

n^s r^^ted mmmmd. 

list made t^’ afte' afconi ’ 1^ moH' 'iibi ‘ 

wmmded. Hie king was highly displeased with the 
liberty they took, and resented it to, both of them. 
But the mxmsal of all the cactors took the trumpet 
from his favourite; who was not admitted to his 
presence for three days, and threatened mnch more. 
But at present all is made up and his Majesty again 
reconciled to them.’’ 

The story of the delays which followed ia ac- 
complishibg the business of the embassy, would 
be somewhat amusing were it not also mtermina- 
hie. Khan BowraO .was at last induced to stir him- 
self ; but again the envoys were disappointed, for 
their petition was only in part granted, and then 
was only signed by the Dewan. At length the news 
reached the Gouii that the , English at Bombay in- 
tended to withdraw from Surat altogether,; in* con- 
sequence, of the oppressions of the Mogul Governor 
of the district ; and feats were ente^ained that 
the English fleet would imm^ately ap|fear in 
those seas, and 'retaliate upon the Mogul ships, as 
it had ddne on a pevious occasion. This intelli- 
gence .^pears to have had ah extraordinary effect. 
Ihe Yizier Abdulla, ■ began to take an active in- 
terest in the petition ; and accordingly he is men- 
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tioneci in the dispatches as the good Vizier.” 
Ail the forms of a royal firmaiin were gone through 
as rapidly as could be expected. The petition was 
signed without any further demur, by the Vizier, 
and finally by the king Feroksere. ]3ut when the 
royal firmami was an accomplished fact, and the en- 
Toys prayed to be permitted to return to Calcutta, 
another difficulty arose. In consequence apparent- 
ly of another unaccountable exhibition of diiatori- 
ness on the part of their patron, Khan Bowran, 
they could not obtain permission to leave Belhi! 
At length even this difficulty was apparently sur- 
mounted, and &e envoys were admitted to a fare- 
well audience wi^h the king. But the event is best 
described in a letter addressed by the envoys to 
Governor Hedges, dated 7tli June, 1717. 

“ The 2.3rd ultimo, John Snman received from his 
Majesty an horse and Cuuger, as was pre-appointed ; 
and the 30th ult. we were sent for by Khan Dowran 
to receive our dispatches, which we had accordingly ; a 
seerpaw and culgee being given to John Surmai* and 
seerpaws to Serhaud and Edward Stephenson, as like- 
wise to the rest of our companions. We were ordered 
to pass one by one to our obeisance ; then to move 
from the Dewam We did so. But when it came to 
Mr. Hamilton’s turn, he was told the king had granted 
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his firm aversion to accepting the service, even with 
all its chamis of vast pay, honour &c. ; that if the king 
did detain him by force, if he outlived the trouble of 
his esteeming imprisonment, he might be endeavour- 
ing at an escape, which every way had its ill conse- 
quences. To free our Honorable Masters from any 
images that might accrue to them from the pas- 
inonate tenmer of the king, our patron Khan Howran 
was applied to for leaver twice or thrice ; but he posi- 
ti’fely dewed to ^peak dr evto. have 'a hand 

our ftiend Bexad Bidhtef Ml m' 
opportunity to lay the case op^ to him, when he 
ordered us ^ s;^e^ to the Viaaer, and if by any means 
■we coixlcl gain him to intercede that he would back it ; 
nay if the Vizier refused, he would make one effort 
for the doctor himself. ^ iJiTay Sallabut Khan promised 
to convince the king himself in case of any delay, pur- 
suant to our patron^ directions. We made a visit to 
the Ymer the 6th instant, and laid the case open to 
him in a petition from Mr. Hamilton, of how little 
servic^ he could be without any physic, language or 
experience in the country medicines, or their names ; 
besides which the heart breaking distractions of 
being parted for ever from his wife and chil- 
dren would be insupportable, and entirely take 
away his qualifications for the king’s service ; 
that under the favour of his Majesty’s clemency, 
with the utmost submission, he desired that he might 
have leave to depart with us. From ourselves we in- 
formed the Vizier that we should have esteemed this 
a very great honour, but fiuding the Doctor under 
these troubles not to be persuaded, we were obliged 
to lay the case before his Majesty, and we hum- 
bly desired he would use his intecessions •feo the king, 
tmt his Maj^ty m^ht be prevailed upon to despatS 
him.. The good Visacar readily offered to use his utmost 
endeavours ; and siace -the case was so, the business 
was to the Doofeir’s dispateh without displeasing 
the King ; and he ordered a petition to be i-awn up 
to his Majesty in the same form as that siven to 
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himself. It was sent him and the Vizier was as 
a very pathetic address 
^^ajesty, enforcing Mr. Hamilton’s reasons, 
and hacking them with his own opinion, that it 
was better to let Mm go. The King returned 
an rnswer which came out the 6th as follows : sinca 
ne is privy to my disease, and perfectly under* 
stand his busHiess, I would very fain have kept 
and given him whatsoever he should have asked. But 
seeing he cannot be brought on any terms to be con* 
tent I a^ee to it ; and on condition that after he has 
gone to Europe and procured such Medicines as are 
not to be got here and seen his wdfe and children, he 
return to visit the court once more, let him go. We 
hope^^in God the tTotiblscme business is now blown 

Such then is the history of this curious embassy, 
leave our readers to moralize upon the contrast 
of those days with the present ; and merely conclude 
our narrative, by dismissing the dramatis personge. 
Dr. Hamilton died of a putrid fever soon after his 
return to Bengal ; and a curious anecdote respecting 
his memory was told to Jonathan Scott, the trans- 
lator of Ferishta, by the celebratedWarrenHastings, 
The emperor Feroksere was not satisfied with the 
account of Hamilton’s death, which he received 
from the Governor and Council at Calcutta. Ac- 
cordingly he sent an Officer of rank to Calcutta to 
examine the truth from the Natives, whose solemn 
testimony and tliat of the Europeans were carried 
to the emperor. This circumstance was afterwards 
engraved on the tombstone of the deceased sur- 
geon. The other English envoys returned in safety 
to CalcJutta, and we trust lived happy ever 
afterwards,” The end of the principal actors 



26S HiSToar oi mai)KA 3, Lim-m 

in tlie Mogul court fonns a part of the tragical 
history of the times. Three years after the visit 
of the English embassy^ Feroksere was suddenly 
placed under confinement by the two Seiad 
brothers, Abdulla and Hussein ; but the story of 
his death belongs to a future chapter. During the 
succeeding reign Hussein was assassinated by the 
connivance of the then sovereign ; and shortly 
afterwards Abdulla was also thrown into hopeless 
captivity^ and his life is Said to have been only 
spared out of respect for his descent from the 
prophet. Thus ends our story of the English 
embassy from Calcutta to Delhi a century and a 
half ago. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

OOTERNORSHIF OF MR. JOSEPH COLLET. 

1717—18. 

Mr. Collet succeeded Mr. Harrison as Gover- 
nor of Madras on the 8th of January 1717. His 
adimnistration only lasted three years, for on the 
18th of January 17.^0,, Mr. Collet retired in his 
turn, and was succeeded by Mr. Francis Hastings. 
The annals of those three years, 171 7-20 are marked 
by events, which are well worthy of preservation. 
The English at that time possessed a great mauy 
slaves, and accordingly two Charity Schools were 
erected for the children of those slaves. Then 
again the reception and proclamation of the Fir- 
maun, granted by the emperor Feroksere to the Eng- 
lish envoys at Calcutta,, was evidently regarded as a 
most important affair ; and it is interesting to note 
the ceremonies and rejoicings which took place on 
the occasion. IVe have also a lively account of some 
serious and sharp fighting which took place re- 
specting the possession of the out-villages which 
had been guaranteed by the Firmaun ; together with 
notices of various incidents which serve to enlarge 
our picture of those primitive but stirring times. 

Before however we proceed with the annals of 
Madras, it will be necessaiy to briefly explain the 
position of affairs'" in Southern India. Sada- 
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tuUa Khan was still Nabob of Arcot ; but Cbeen 
Kulicb KKau, better known as the Nizam-ul-MuIk, 
bad been ree^led from the Bekkan, and the Seiad 
Hussdn Ali Kban, bad been appointed in bis 
room. Hussein Ali, as Snbah of tbe Bekkan, 
thus exercised supreme authority over tbe whole 
of Southern India in the name of the Mogul em- 
peror Feroksere* , , ' ^ ' , ' , ,f ' 

If© sh«dl now bit ’Oxteidls before ohr 
readers in chronological order* The first refers to 
a curious case of forgery, 'one however which ap- 
pears to be more common in our own times than 
in the generation which has just passed away. 

Thursday, 4th April, 1717. The President 
acquaints the Board that on Monday in the after- 
noon, Captain John Powney having made a com- 
plaint to him of Mr. John Eichardson, writer in 
the Honorable Com]>any’s Service, for counterfeit- 
ing his hand, by drawing out a false invoice of 
goods ; pretending to have sent them by the said 
John Powney on Ship “ Britannia” to Siam ; writ- 
ing a receipt on Ihe bottom of said invoice, and 
counterfeiting Captain Powney 's name thereunto. 
That he, the President, had upon the said John 
Eicbardson's acknowledging of tbe fact, cld^y 
confined him to his room. The said invoice, with 
another note, wherennto Eichardson forged Mr. 
Benjamin Walker^s hand, being given to Soon- 
drum, a Conacapily, in pawn for the sum of 200 
pagodas lent to Eichardson ; Soondnim is called 
in, and produces the true notes to the said John 
Eichardson ; who being shown the same, and ask- 
ed whose hand writing the notes were of, and the 
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names siped thereunto, acknowledged both the 
notes and the names to he of his own hand writing ■ 
only eMusing hi ms elf, by saving he was oreatlv 
pt to It for money, and hoped to have recovered 
Quotes before they were due. The said John 
.focwrdson bemg thereupon ordered to withdraw, 
the Board came to the following resolutions in 
relation to him. 

“ That he he immediately discharged from the 
Honorable Company’s service ; that he be close 
confined to the cock house, and sent for (Jreat 
Britain (with the consent of his creditors) by the 
first ship ; and the Secretary is ordered to endorse 
the said John Kchardson’s true counterfeited notes 
on the back side of them, declaring they have 
passed this Board’s examination, and are found 
to be forged.” 

The next extract explains itself. 

“ Monday, 29th April. The President reports 
to the Board, that he has been acquainted with 
very great inconveniences which the soldiers suffer, 
by being obliged to give their whole pay to the 
Steward of the Hospital, for sustenance during the 
time of their continuing sick in it ; and being 
also obliged to pay half a pagoda per month to- 
wards their clothes, as many months as they 
stay in the Hospital for recovery of their healths. 
By paying so many half pagodas, they of course 
become in debt, which is so gTeat a hardship upon 
ihem, that when they leave the hospital, the pay- 
ment of the debts they thereby contracted takra 
away great part of what they should buy provi- 
sions with. To avoid which, many poor fellows 
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hare mined their healths rather than go into the 
Hospital to be cured, when their distempers have 
been but in their infancy. 

** Ordered that for the future the soldiers be 
obliged to pay the Steward no more than two 
pagodas per mensem for sustenance, during the 
time they continue in the hospital ; it being found 
upon a scrutiny into the matter, fully suMcieut to 
furnish the men with good provisions.’* 

The next extract refers to a piece of im- 
morality we should have hesitated to publish, vrere 
it not curious as illustrating the light in which 
such proceedings %vere regarded five or six gene- 
rations ago. 

Monday, 6th May. Petition from Benjamin 
Skinner, Serjeant at Tizagapatam, complaining of 
Thomas WiLford, Factor in the Honorable Com- 
pany’s Service for having nsed too much familiarity 
with his wife ; as fuEy appears by the deposition he 
now produces, taken upon oath before Mr. Eobert 
Symonds, Chief, and Mr. John Emmerson, Second 
of Council at Vizagapatam, which is entered after 
this consultation. 

'* Agreed that the said Thomas Wilford be sent 
for up from Vizagapatam, and that he be suspend- 
ed the Honorable Company’s Service till their 
pleasure be known concerning him.” 

** The deposition of Stephen Whinship taken be- 
fom the Chief and CouncE of Vizagapatam. 

The deponent declares upon examination in 
the case between Benjamin Skinner and his 
wife Anne, that he, the above said Stephen 
Whinship, with his wife, Mary, inhabiting in 
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the house _ with the above said Benjamin Skin- 
ner and his wife Anne ; that Mary the wife of de- 
ponentdid tell him her husband, that Anne 
wife of the above said Benjamin Skinner held a 
amhmty and an mmllowable communication with 
Mr. Thomas Wilford, one of the Bight Honorable 
gmpanysjactom; and that said Mr. Thomas 
Wilford ii^d to climb oyer the wall at unreasonable 
hours, and enter into the apartment of Anne, wife 
to the above said Benjamin Skinner ; which the 
deponent taxing her with, and threatening to ac- 
qu^t her hnsliand of her evil practices, when she 
with team confessed the faot, entrmiting hi^ to 
conceal it from her husband’s ears. ■ ^ Afterwards 
3ap0ii'Son36 difference between the wives of the de* 
ponentand the abovesaid Benjamin Skinner, MarJ 
the wife of the deponent revealed it to the above 
said Skinner. 

. Our next extract is far more pleasing. It refers 
to the erection of the two Charity Schools for the 
education of the children of the slaves 

“ Mo^ay, 27th May. The President lays be- 
fore the Board a paper of proposals delivered him 
by m. Orundler, one of the Banish Missionaries 
lately armed from 'Tranquebar, for erecting two 
Chanty Schools in this city. It is agreed that 
liberty be given for erecting two Charity Schools 
one for Portuguese in the English town, and 
another for Malabars in the Black-town The 
proposals are as follows : — 

,. slaves belonging to the Eng- 

ksh, Inliabitants of this place have a great many 
ohildren, who have no manner of care taken of 
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them, but are kept entirely ignorant of tlie Chris- 
tian Eeligion ; it is humbly proposed that a 
Charity School be erected, wherein such poor cliil- 
dren shall be taught to read and write the Portu- 
guese language (which is the only one they under- 
stand) and be iMy instructed and trained upon 
practical knowWge of religion and the true doc- 
trines of tfie Gospel* ' ‘V'iiS' , ,^ 4 ,!; 

. _ . .'There being soipe , ih^ihe 

|no#!edge of Claieiianily may also . pio^aled 
among the NatiTes of this country, it is likewise 
proposed that a Malabar Cliarity School be erect- 
ed in some convenient place in the Black-Town, 
for instructing poor children in the principles of 
Eeligion, and to teach them to read, write, and 
east account^ after the way and manner used 
among the Malab^s. 

3. That these two Schools be allowed the pro- 
tection and patronage of the Honorable Governor 
and Council, without whose consent and approba- 
tion nothing of moment relating to tlie said 
Schools shall be transacted. 

4. That the immediate care and directions of 

the said two Schools shall be ' committed to two 
or more Trustees, to be appointed by the Honorable 
Governor for the time being. ^ ; 

5. That leave be giyen to such Trustees to 
build or buy two School houses, one for the 
PortugU^ SehtX)! within the English town, and 
another for the Malabar Sdiool in the Black-Town. 

6. That what* money, gifts or legacies shall 
be given by Charitable persons for the suppoii 
of the said two Schools, or either of them, shall 





mmwmt of madias, 

Si t ffSistered by the Trustees in a book to be 
kept for that purpose, 

7. Ttet the Trustees shall hare power to make 
what particular orders and regulations shall be 
found nectary for the better management of the 
smd two Schools, provided that said regulations 

We now- come to the all-important event, the 
reception and proclamation of the imiieriai 
limaun. The history of the embassy from Cal- 
cutta to Delhi, by means of which the S'irmaua 
^ ^ta^, airea^hem giw. fc the preced- 

« WMnesday, 24th July. This day' being apl 
pomted for proclaiming the Eoyal Pirmaun w 
charter, granted by the Great Mogul Kino- Pe- 
reksere to the Honorable English East “intlia 
Company,_ for enjoyment of several privileges in 
ills domimons (received from Bengal the Blst in- 
stant) the foUowing orders for the eeremonv are to 
be obseryad. 

,A11 tkei Si^iers tbe GAiTisoti are to be iipom 
duty, and one company to be drawn up under 
arms before tiie Fort gate. 

“ The Mayor with aii the Aldermen and city 
omcers to attend on horseback at the Fort Gate 
where the Firmaun will lie in the Governor's state 
palankeen, till the Governor comes down and 
orders the Secretary to read it in the English lan- 
guage, and the Chief Dubash in the Moors and 
Gentoo languages, in presence of aU the inhabi- 
imtB of the c%. After which, the palankeen with 
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ilie Pirmann, attended by tbe Mayor, Aldermenv 
city officers on horse back, a company of foot sol- 
diers, .all the English with music, are to move for- 
ward down Charles Street to St. Thomas’ Gate^ 
where the Eegistrar is to proclaim His Majesty’s 
Eirmann. From thence to proceed to the Sea 
Gate, proclaiming it there; and soon to the Mddle 
Gate repeating the proclamation over again ; from, 
wMch the anA city officers 

are to return to the Governor in the Fort, and- the 
Firmaun to he carried forward firom this Middle 
Gate through the Black Town to Attapollium Gate 
in manner following : viz. First the Pedda Naik, 
or watchman of the city, to be on horse back with 
all his Taliars and the country music, then one 
ixympany of the English Guards, next two trumpets,, 
after which the OMef Bubash on horse back, the 
palankeen with the Firmauii' guarded by six Ser- 
jeants after him j and then aE the Moors and 
Gentoo merchants on horse back close after the 
palankeen to the aforementioned Attapollium Gate ; 
where the Chief Dubash on horse back is to hold 
up the Eoyal Firmaun, and proclaim it by express- 
ing himself in the following words. 

This is His Majesty King Feroksere’s Boyal 
Firmaun, wherein he confirms to the Honorable 
English East India Company all former grants and 
pri^eges, enjoyed by them heretofore ; and further 
grants many new privileges, wi^i the possession of 
^eral lands in many parts of India, with such 
ffivour as has never jbefore been granted to any 
European nation* 

“ Then he, the Chief Dubasli, is with the rc- 
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Attapollimn Gate and 
to pS^Sif ’ ““'I "e 

w proceea wittan tie town at Bridge Boot Gnte in 

Sto £°*T ;;,• K'"' «“ ‘ “‘ifr°»?ss 

and ^ Choultiy, where the Taliars 

gSrds 4}fr bT the 

KeZnt ^ to i-etum 

Gover^o! ".P the Pu-maun to the 

n« t + + ’ merchants bein^ permitted 

an/ Chonftry gate • 

and for the more regular management of 

s?sr£’rf“^f «vS 

pi rffc »« 

“ To Mr. Frans Hugonin, Gunner, 

xAs soon as the Finnaun is read before fi,o 
Governor at the Fort Gate, yon shall LS fn ? 

to°^e wJt proceed from tlienS 

come jcund to th. s.U St. TWBu ion” S 

fhrr^^f finishing, to fire altogSer affa^/S 
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Mogril’s health, when you must begiu to fire from 
the Garden point, ancrcontinue the fire round the 
town to the number of 101 guns ; after which you 
are to prepare against Dinner to fire 101 guns at 
King George's health, 51 guns at the Prince and 
Princess and Eoyai Families health, and after Din- 
ner 81 guns for the Honorable Company's health ; 
the ships in the road to fire at drinking the Mogul s 
jpd 'l&i George'' s healths ■&. ' tlte,: ' „ia^ner 
m they did upon proeWbiinf' ihe^ 

After the ceremony^f proclaiming the Pirmaun 
in the English and Black Town was over, the 
Honorable President with the Gentlemen of Coun- 
cil proceeded to the Garden house through the 
Black town, attended upon by all the Gentlemen 
of the city on horse back with handsome accoutre- 
ments ^ where all they, English, Portuguese, Ar- 
menian and Moors Inhabitants, were splendidly 
entertained at Dinner; and the day concluded 
with feasting of the soldiers, with tubs of punch, 
and a bonfire at night ; and the Black Merchants, 
to show their joy at the Honorable Company's re- 
ceiving so much favour from the Mogul, made 
abundance of fireworks, upon the Island." 

The next extract refers to the projected occupa- 
tion of Divy Island, off Masulipatam, by the Eng- 
lish. Possession had been granted in the Emnaun, 
but some difficulties rose in the way. The extract 
is chMy interesting as illustrating the feelings of 
the Natives towards the English of that period. 

Monday, ^6th August. The President de- 
livers to the Board a translation of their letters 
from Masulipatam, one by Cunsnni Pern, who had 
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been formerly Cbief Dubash to the New Ei.t Tn 
dia Company there, the other from Sn ColLl' 
Bugg^wan, an eminent Brahmin in those mrtT 

desirous of living under the English Governmen? 

rSSeS^^tfe^r 

tetSlSf meantime^ 

tne resident do give orders for nrovidinp' 

IsTa" ^®*dy for taking possession of !)4 

l>e following extracts exhibit the operation of 
theppenalEirmaun, as regards regS~ 
se^ion of the out-villages. ® P^ 

" Monday, 2nd Septemher, The President nm 

Nabob sL- 

rivatme and other villages lately granted by the 

SiT letter%"wSel fl 

?efe7s to^nnwV^’'t compliments, but 

an answer to the business in hand. They both 

could not deliver up possession of the villages 
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without seeing the ori^aal Fii-maun, but that ho 
was desirous to maintam good understauding with 
the English. 

“ On a full consideration of the matter it was 
agreed that the President should write to the Na- 
l»b, rendering Mm thanks for the assurances of his 
friendship and favour, and acquainting him that 
days aftrar to take poss^- 

s^n ifg, the sida:.,’itafeg#;s’ anp-.i to^^r vrith his 
Mter to sted >!»' 'present,, ',,®p»lly - pMIe .npop a 
new President’s accession to the Government of 
tMs place ; which has been suspended so long, 


Thursday, 1 9th September* The President 
proposes to the Board the taking possession of 
Trivatore, &c* (five villages granted the English 
Company by the Mogul) on Monday and Tuesday 
next, »and begin with Trivatore, and in case of ap- 
position (which is hardly expected) to repel force 
by lorce.” 

“ Monday, 28rd September. Early this morn- 
ing the Honorable President (attended by most 
of the Gentlemen in the place) set out for Triva- 
tore, whereof he took possession, stayed there and 
dined and returned an the evening, having in the 
interim taken possession of two more villages. 

** Tuesday, 24th September. Early this morning 
Mr. Eichard Lordon set out with a party of men, 
and took possession of the two other villages with- 
out any opposition, and returned about noon.” 

Sunday, 29th September. The President 
represents that this morning he has received 
advices from the Nabob’s Court at Arcot, and from 
Peersada at Poonamallee, that the former wordd 
not accept of the 500 pagodas present, we had sent 
to Sunka Eamah for that purpose^ and that less 
than 1000 would not content Mm. That Peersada 
had stopped the roads to this city from Poonamal- 
lee, and would not permit merchandize, or the 
common necessaries of firewood, -&c. to be brought 
into Madras ; and that he had sent to Biaram, the 
Head Eenter of the country under Hussein Ali 
Khan, for assistance to distress ns further. 

“ On mature deliberation upon these advices it 
was agreed to make the Nabob’s present 1000 pa- 
godas fmr the foEowing reasons. 
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“ First, that we might divide the interest of the 
country Government about us, and thereby prevent 
their joining together to distress us. 

. '' Secondly, the present last made by our late 
President amounted to that value, and might give 
them the fairer pretence to demand the same now. 

“ Thirdly, the present is conditional on his giving 
a Mtei: ccmStmkg tto' |Wieeabte po«ssion 
of tie villages we have Ihiely i 

Wedne^y, tth Oeloto. Hli-'Pie4dtot pro- 
duces a letter which he received from Diaram 
yesterday, wherein the said Biaram demands by 
what authority we have taken possession of Triva- 
tore and the other villages ; and adds that unless 
we have a sunnud under Sadatulla Khan’s seal or 
Seiad Hussein Ali Khan’s Perwanna, to warrant 
our so doing, we must restore the villages to his 

“ The President’s answer to the aforesaid letter 
is also read, signifying to the said Biaram, that 
what we have done in relation to the villages is by 
virtue of his Majesty’s authority ; and that we will 
not give up our just rights on any pretence what- 
soever, but on the contrary will defend them to the 
utmost- of our power. The President’s conduct on 
this occasion is approved by the Board. 

The President likewise communicates to the 
Board a letter which he lately received from some 
of the iahabitenis of Bivy Island, pressing him to 
despatch lie ' wvemor thither with all 

spe^, to prevent the countries being laid waste 
by Apporrow the Eenter, who is now plundering 
the inhabitants, as apprehending their desertion 
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from Iiim upon tlie arrival of our people there. Tlie 
President’s answer to the said letter is also read 
and approved ; eneonraging them as much as pos- 
sible to wait with patience till the rains are over, 
when they may expect the Deputy Governor with 
a sufficient force to rescue them from the oppres- 
sions of Apporrow and to redress their giievances. 

Wednesday, 16th October. The President 
communicates to the Board a proposal which was 
made him by Sunka Bamah and the other late joint 
Stock merchants, to rent the live iiew villages 
granted by the Firmann, viz. Trivatore, Satangodu, 
Oatewancha,’ Tezalkwartow '$mi liiigaihbteca tl 
ISOO Pagodas per anmnn for 12 years. Where- 
upon the yearly amount of that llevenue being 
examined into, when the said villages were grant- 
ed the Honorable Company in President Pitt’s 
time, and found to be just the same, it is agreed 
that they be let to the aforementioned persons for 
12 years, at 1200 pagodas per annum ; and that 
the Secretary do prepare a lease against next 
consultation.^’ 

Diaram the Head Benter was not disposed to 
see the villages taken out of his hands, without 
making an effort to force Governor Collet to give 
him a present. The following extracts in reference 
to these proceedings will be found very curious. 

Friday, 18th October, The President ac- 
quaints the Board that he has just now received 
advice from Trivatore, that Diaram’s son has enter- 
ed that town with 250 horse and 1000 foot, and 
had cut down our fiagstaif and posted himself in 
t.he town. He adds that in the morning a Brah- 
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min belonging to Diaram bad been witli him ; and 
after a veiy long harangue wide of his purpose, 
delivered his errand, which was to demand a pre- 
sent of 1000 pagodas to Biaram, in consideration 
of which he would quit all pretentions to the vil- 
lages we were possessed of. He declared withal 
that unless we would comply with that demand, 
Biaram^s forces would tahe possession of them the 
next day. It appeared in fact that the forces were 
on their march to Tiivatore whilst the Brahmin 
was delivering his message. 

“ The President then proposed to the Board to 
consider whether we should comply with their de- 
mands of money in order to buy a peace ; ©r wlre- 
ther we should tamely sit down with the affront 
they had given us in cutting down our flag, and 
wait to see how much further they would proceed ; 
or whether we should make a vigorous charge with 
our forces, and endeavour to drive them out of the 
Town by force of arms. 

After mature deliberation it appeared to be 
the imanimous opinion of the whole Board, that 
we should endeavour to drive the enemy out of 
Trivatore by force, for the following reasons, 

“ First, that Biaram has no pretence to make any 
demands on us on account of the said town ; that 
we are not directed by the Firmaun to demand 
possession of them from him, but from the Mabob ; 
his business being only to collect the rents for 
Seiad Hussein Ali Khan ; and that to give him 
money upon this occasion would be a precedent 
for Mm to make demands on any other, or perhaps 
without any pretence,, whenever he should think fit. 


HISTOET OF MADEAS. 

“ Secondly, that to sit down quietly without re- 
senting the aifront, would but encourage the enemy 
to proceed to greater injuries ; and give them rea- 
son to apprehend that we were doubtful of our 
own strength, and must submit to whatever terms 
they should think fit to impose on us. 

Thirdly, our men having of late been pretty 
well disciplined, and being now completely officer- 
ed, we do not doubt their being able to drive the 
enemy out of the town and maintain the posses- 
sion ; which we hope will liave so good an effect 
as to deter them from attacking us rashly again. 

the diwiiom of the MilSaiy be 
left to Ife singly/’ 

Monday, 21st October. The President repo:ts 
that after closing the consultation on Priday even- 
ing, he held a consultation with the military offi- 
cers ; the result of which was, that he gave orders 
to Lieutenant John Eoachtodraw out 150 men 
of the Garrison, to be in a readiness to march by 
two o’clock in the morning ef the 19th to Trivatore ; 
that he should endeavour to enter the town about 
break of day, and if he found the enemy there, to 
attack them immediately, and endeavour to drive 
them out of the town, and to keep possession of it 
till further orders. The President adds that about 
9 o’clock in the morning he received advices from 
Lieutenant Eoach, that he had entered the town 
exactly at the time appointed, and found the enemy 
in possession ; but that after about an hour’s dis- 
pute he had obliged them to quit the town and 
take to the plains. That after this they made 
attacj:s, but were constantly drove back ; 
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and Lieutenant Eoack pursuing some of tliem to 
the plain, saw a fresh body of horse coming from 
the northward, which he then guessed by view to 
be about 500 in number. On these advices the 
President ordered Lieutenant Fullerton to draw 
out 100 men more of the Ganison, and with a 
sufficient quantity , of provisions and ammunition, 
and two ield |neees, tov-nEmieb immediately in 
order to’; jem Lieutenant”' ' Rpaelu v,, % o’doA 

at mmn all things wm in a wdlhrt«,i mi l»n- 
tmant Fttlleiten began hfe march. In the mean- 
time the President ordered the militia of the town 
to be raised, who took possession of the White 
town ; while the out-guards were strengthened 
by the remainder of the Garrison; and Gunner 
liugonin, with the Governor’s Horse Guards (being 
MX, ill the whole), .were ordered to patrol about 
the Washer town and Tondore, to prevent the 
enemy from burning or plundering on that side. 
At 3 o’clock in the afternoon, the President receiv- 
ed further advices from Lieutenant Eoach, dated 
half an hour after 12, advising that the enemy had 
kept skii-mishing with them till near that time, 
but then were all drawn off, and marched towards 
Satangodn, after he had recovered the Flag Staff, 
and Flag, which he again hoisted in the middle of 
the Town. Soon after arrived further advices 
that Lieutenant Fullerton had joined Lieutenant 
Eoack with kb body, and tkat the enemy were 
marched off to some mile distance. On which the 
President sent order to Lieutenants Eoach and 
Fullerton to march back in the evening or early 
the next morning ; it being difficult to supply them 
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with neqessaries at that distance. They returned 
the same evening, and arrived at Tort St. George 
about 8 o’clock. 

It appeared tliat on Lieutenant Loach’s 
entering the town the boors were not prepared to 
receive him, presuming we durst not march out 
of the reach of our own cannon. As soon as be 
gained the middle of the town, he saluted them 
with three vollies which did some execution, xks 
fast as they (the enemy) got into order, they pos- 
sessed themselves of the Avenues which are numer- 
ous, and end^avotwed;, to Regain the middle of the 
town ,5 bail'd ' large ’oonltiiiifiga 
Tank and ''a' ■; -kit in akmt a hom^s time 

they were oblged to quit the town and take to 
the plains, though they afterwards made several 
attempt to re-enter the town but were obliged to 
retire about noon. 

In the whole action, wMch lasted about six 
hours, there was not one man of our Garrison killed 
or wounded by the enemy ; one only of our 
Europeans was shot in the arm by his comrade’s 
error in firing ; three of our peons were slightly 
wounded, but none killed. The enemy left in 
the place one camel, 6 horses killed ; six horses 
were taken alive by our men. Live men only of 
the slain were left, the rest being carried away ; so 
tliat we do not know the certain number, but sup- 
pose there might be about 10 or 12 killed in the 
action. 

“ The President adds that he received advices 
yesterday from Poonamallee, that when the enemy 
bad mareh^ about 3 miles from Trivatore towards 
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Toonamallee, they eHcamped and continued there 
till 9 o’clock at night ; and then marched one 
hour (contrary to their custom) without lights ; 
fearing, as it appeared, to be attacked in the night ; 
for when they thought themselves out of reach of 
pursuit, they light their duties and proceed on 
their inarch towards l^oonamallee. Advices from 
then<^ further adds that Biaram’s son, who com- 
aatded-lhe ^ ' shot through,; the shonldar 
blade and hfe life eWang^ed ; that the ^na- 
mander next to him had several balls in his thigh ; 
that thirteen more of their men were wounded, and 
eleven horses, besides one camel and two horses 
which dropped on the road. 

“ The President concluded that this great suc- 
cess without any loss must, next to the blessing 
of God on the justTO of our cause, be ascribed to 
the good conduct of Lieutenant Eoach, who had 
posted his men in such a manner that the enemy 
was not able to make any attack without certain 
loss to themselves, as at the same time they were 
unable to do ns the least injury. Tie, therefore, 
proposes to the Board to consider of some honorary 
reward to be given Lieutenant Eoach, who to 
his former merit at P'ort St. David, has added this 
new and eminent service. 

‘‘ Agreed that in consideration of Lieutenant 
John Eoach’s former services at Port St. David, for 
which the Honorable Company have in their letters 
ordered Mm a gratuity, which has never yet been 
given, and also in consideration of his eminent 
service at Trivatore on the i9th instant, in defeat- 
ing the enemy, with so much loss on their side, 
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lind without the loss of oue man in ours ; — that 
the President by his Commission constituted 
Lieutenant John Eoach> Major of all the Honor- 
able Company's forces on the Coast of Coromandel 
and Island of Sumatra ; and that a Gold ]\Ieda!, 
with the Honorable Company's arms set round 
with diamond sparks, with an inscription on the 
reverse suitable to the occasion, (the value about 
300 pagodas) be given Mm. 

“ Agreed that his pay as Major be 20 pagodas 
per mensem. 

Agreed that it be left to the discretion of the 
President to order emart money to the wounded, 
and some gratuity to the inferior odicers, who all 
behaved themselves very well in the engagement.’* 

Thus ended this gallant little affair, which must 
have created no small excitement amongst the 
denizens of Port St. George. 

The following story of a spy is very curious as 
illustrating the life of an adventurer in the olden 
time. 

“ Friday, '?th Febraaij. The President informs 
the Board that he had for sometime past kept one 
Francisco Ferera, a pretended Doctor, close pri- 
soner in the Fort, on an information lie had re- 
ceived that the said Doctor had performed the 
part of a spy, and given information of our circum- 
stances to the Aloors during our quairels with 
Diaram. That as to his personal character, he 
had formerly been a Jew in Italy, and Cons? anti- 
nople, and at Grand Cairo ; ancl that in the latter 
place he turned Turk, and married and had chil- 
dren* who now reside there, 'Ihat he has been 
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sometime in tliese parts, and professing Iiimself a 
Christian, married a Portuguese woman an irilmbi* 
taut of this city. The President adds that he has been 
very much solicited to release the prisoner, who is 
not capable of doing any further hurt with respect 
to Biaram. He proposes to consider whether the 
prisoner may not be freed on giving security for 
M$ not go out of the 

'Mtho#: Itat® rf w^Goirei^or.' 
All the- Wng; ooBsMered^V it is 
agreed, that on giving good security as above, that 
the said Francisco Ferera be discharged from his 
imprisonment. 

The prisoner proposing one Francisco Gre- 
gorio, an inhabitant of this place of some substance, 
to be boimd with him in the penal sum of 1000 
pagodas for his good behaviour ; — it is ordered 
that the Socretairy make out a bond accordingly.'* 

The next story of a murder gives ns an insight 
into the working of the police peons under the 
Pedda Naik. 

“ Monday, 9th June 1718. The President re- 
ports that some Giizerat Merchants had been witii 
him this morning, to advise Mm that oneFrivadee, 
a Surat Merchant Inhabitant of this place, was 
found this morning with his servant hanged in his 
own house, and that it was supposed they had 
hanged themselves. That on this information he 
had ordered the Secretary, in the presence of the 
Company's merchants and the Gnzerat merchants, 
to take an account of the deceased’s effects and se- 
cure them for Ms relations. 

“ Wednesday, 11th June. The President ae- 
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qiiaints tlie Board tliat yesterday moriiing lie had 
ciiscovered that Frkadee and his serfant* wlio 
were supposed to have hanged themselves, ivere 
murdered by robbers, who had carried oif a very- 
large booty in money ; that he had immediately 
given out orders for a strict search after the mur- 
derers ; and that Just now three persons were 
brought before him, charged with that murder ; 
that the case being extraordinary, he had sum- 
moned them together to hear the examination of 
the prisoners, and such witnesses as should appear 
against themv . ^ ^ , 

The prisdBers iiail witheEses, with a considera- 
ble number of the principal inhabitants, Europeans 
and Natives, were called in ; and the money and 
jewels which had been taken by the prisoners bom 
Frivadee were produced, having been taken in 
possession of the several prisoners to the amount 
of five or six thousand pagodas. 

“ On a Ml examination it appeared to the whole 
Board that there was sufficient reason to put the 
prisoners upon trial for their lives for murder and 
robbery ; and it was accordingly agreed that they 
shoijld be tried in the Mayor’s Court according to 
the charter, and that an order be given the Mayor 
in the following manner. 

‘‘ On a full examination of Cadojee, Perseram, 
and Kisnados, who stand charged with the murder 
of Privadee and his servant on the night between 
eighth and ninth instant, and several other wit- 
nesses concerning that murder, — we do find full 
and sufficient cause to put the said Cadojee, Per- 
seram and Kisnados on trial for their lives ; and 
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in order tliereto, we do hereby authorize you, the 
Worshipful John Legg, Esq., Mayor, to summon a 
court to-morrow, being the 12th instant, for the 
trial of the said prisoners, and to acquit them, or 
on their conviction of murder and robbery, to 
condemn them to suffer death in such manner as 
sliali seem to yon most proper to deter others from 
committing the Ifce -- * 

Short work was made of these gentlemen* for 
two days aHenrards we ind the ferlowihg signifi- 
cant entry. 

“ Priday, 13th June. This morning about 
9 o’clock Cadojee, Perserara, and Kisnados were 
executed upon the Island.” 

This event directed the attention of Governor 
Collet’s attention to the ineflSciency of the Pedda 
Naik. We extrad; the proceedings at length. 

Monday, 7th July. The President reports to 
the Board that Pedda Naik, the chief Watchman 
of the town, has forfeited his Cowle by open and 
notorious transgressions of every part thereof ; 
that he is become utterly incapable of discharging 
the duty of that post, having by his extravagance 
rendered himself unable either to maintain a suffi- 
cient number of Taliars to watch the city, or to 
make good any losses that shall happen as by the 
Cowie he is obliged to do ; that through his in- 
capadty as a watchman to discharge his duty, 
frequent robberies have happened of late, and one 
instance of what is unusual in these parts of a 
merchant and his servant - murdered in their own 
house by robbers. The President added that if a 
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Speedy stop was not put to tliis miscliief it would 
increase upon us till it become past remedy. 

“ The Cowie was then read, and the Violation 
of every part thereof by Pedda Naik was notorious 
to the whole Board. 

“ The Pedda Naik being called in, and acquaint- 
ed with the sentiments of the Board on Ms con- 
duct, was asked if he had any thing to say in his 
own defence. He only replied that he was not 
able to do better, and left himself to tlie judgment 
of the Board. 

** Agreed that Pedda Naik, chief watchman of 
the city, having forfeited km Gowie, and being in- 
capable of performing the duty of bis office, be 
dismissed the Honorable Company’s Service. 

Agreed that Koonugoree Timapa, Naik of 
the same cast and family with Pedda Naik, be 
constituted chief watchman of this city of AEadras, 
under the same obligation of duty, and with the 
same privileges and revenues as the former enjoyed. 

Agreed that the revenues from the Sea Gate, 
Choultry ‘and Bazar appropriated to the Watch- 
man, be to the end of this month carried to Pedda 
Naik account, they being mortgaged to the cor- 
poration ; and the beginning of the next month 
delivered up to the new “Watchman ; and that all 
these other revenues be immediately delivered up 
to the new Watchman.” 

Towards the end of the year 171S, Governor 
Collet appears to have concluded a definite aiTange- 
ment with Sadatulla Khan, Nabob of Arcot, as 
regards possession of the out-villages. The fol- 
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lowing e:s.tracts will sufficiently explain the mat- 
ter. 

Monday, 10th November 1718. The Presi- 
dent represents to the Board the present -state of 
affairs with respect to the country Government ; 
that he has been for sometime past, as they know, 
threatened with forces from the Nabob, in case 
he woidiitol Jriimtore and the villages 

grants - tic- - Buhv.thai, % ahont a 

fortnight past the Nab^, had by some of Ms agents 
begun privately a treaty of peace with him. The 
first terms that were ofhred were that the villages 
should be delivered into the hands of Sunka Eamali 
till a sunniid could be procured from Seiad Hus- 
sein Ali Khan ; which being rejected by the 
President, the Nabob proposed that the President 
should write to Mih in general terms to this pur- 
pose ; viz, that he hM taken possession of the 
village by virtue of the king’s grant, and that the 
Company would give orders to return the king 
thanks for his bounty, and to procure a sunnud 
from Seiad Hussein Ali Khan. If not that the 
Nabob was at liberty to act as he should think 
ft. To which the Nabob was to answer, that if 
tlie Company procured a sunnud from Seiad Hus- 
sein Ali Khan, it would confirm the peace between 
us. The President adds that the sum insisted on 
for presents is 2000 pagodas for the Nabob, and 
1000 pagodas for Ducknaroy his Secretary, and 
prime minister ; of which he proposes 1000 to be 
paid out of the tax levied for building the choul- 
tries, and the other 2000 out of cash. The Presi- 
dent further adds that he has not yet returned an 
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answer to tliis proposal, being willing first to know 
the sentiments of the Board concerning it, 

“ After mature deliberation the whole Board 
iinaminouslj agreed that the President should ac- 
cept of the Nabob’s proposal, and make peace with 
him accordingly, for the following reasons. 

First. Hereby we fully assert our right to the 
possession of the villages by virtue of tiie King’s 
grant, without entering into any engagements 
of receding from that right, even though a 
sunnud should not he obtained. 

Secondly. That three years time of settled 
peace (as far as stiich a rthing can be with the 
Moors') is hereby gained, and thereby time suffici- 
ent for the Honorable Company to give their 
orders for our future conduct. 

Thirdly. We hereby assert the Honorable Com- 
pany’s right to all the grants made in the Fimiauii, 
ill which that of Divy Island is included. 

Fourthly. By making peace on these terms, we 
effectually prevent all future demands upon us on 
account of our new fortifications on the Northside 
of the Town, and of our fortifying Egmore, which 
used to be' always esteemed a ground of complaint 
and cause of quaiTel. It also prevents all claim 
on account of the goods recovered out of the wreck 
of the Ship " Success,” and the manner of our doing 
it, that is by open force. A peace being once con- 
cluded without any claim on these accounts, there 
can he no pretensions raised on them hereafter. 

‘'The President then told the gentlemen of the 
Board that this negotiation required the utmost 
secrecy tiU it was effected. Besides that, though 
he does believe the Nabob to be in cai*nest, yet tla 
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Moors so mucli affect a mysterious coiKluct, that 
it is not to be depended on till perfected. It being 
very usual for them to enter on a Treaty when 
they design a surprizing blow. He added that to 
* prevent any danger of that kind, he had placed a 
sufficient Garrison in Egmore Fort, and doubled 
the guards at all the Choultries j and that he had 
employed - spies . m enemy’s camp as 

well tft In round ^ ' 5 v,>., ‘ 

** Monday, llth Decembeit. The FiBOldent re- 
ports to the Board that this day the peace con- 
cluded with the Nabob was fully ratified ; that 
Aga Mogheen, who had negotiated that affair with 
him, came to the Garden about 10 o’clock this 
morning with two elephants, fifteen horses, and 
about three hundred peons ; that one of the ele- 
phants <5ani^ a chair of state with a canopy, in 
P wMeh sat two persons who brought two Se^aws 
for the President, with a perwanna in answer to 
the letters wrote sometime since, expressing the 
Nabob’s agreement to the terms of peace, and de- 
siring a sunnud might be procured from Seiad 
Hussein Ali Khan as soon as it could be done con- 
veniently. The Nabob sent also a horse which 
Aga Mogheen delivered to the President. The 
solemnity was greater than usual on the occasion 
on the Moors part. We received them with a 
body of nearly 500 men in arms ; all the Honor- 
able Company’s servants and most of the inha- 
bitants being present, with great numbers of tlie 
Natives. The presents being received, the Na- 
bob’s health was drank and 31 guns fired.” 

During this year Governor Collet was engaged 
in a long and troublesome inquiry into the con- 
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duct of tbe Governor of Sumatra, who by ir- 
regular proceedings had brought on a war with 
the Sultan, which had terminated in the forced 
retirement of the English. The particulars would 
afford but little interest to our Madras readers ; 
but the following certified statement of the inhu- 
man conduct of an English supervisor at this 
time, furnishes such a sad picture of the atrocities 
which occasionally occurred, that we cannot pass it 
over. The entry is to be found in the consultation 
book of 14th August, 1718 ; but the event itself 
had taken place at the beginning of the year. The 
statement ^ as follwSf 
-'i ** To wh«a*ii4bth«:»ij concern,”' ■ 

“ This is to certify that on Sunday the 2iid of 
Eebmary-iT18i* before noon- came on shore at 
Bantall, Mr. James Morris (supervisor from the 
Malborougli) some thing in liquor, After dinner, 
he being drunk, he sent for two of the men pri- 
soners ^ a? war -out of the. cock house^; when havino- 
asked a^ew'^qm^feionsi he orders them downup- 
o##ie parade, feimsdf attending, wliere he ordered 
0n0oftb^do:be.'bebead^fet,-and then the other 
inhumanly i to haro Ms ingers. and thumbs hacked 
off joint by joint, and at last his : head cut off ; 
after which, or iiext^ day>* he obliged Sultan Cut- 
cheel to sign their death Tvarrants in attestation 
of which we have hereuntOi.setiOUr. hands this 9th. 
day off August?! 71 7 in Madras. 

> i-- : Bbnjamin Grates. 

Eobeet Wynn. 

;vitnh yi : AuopSTUS Wykn. 

M EoeebT ;BAEEE^.fbf , 
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CHAPTEE XXX. 

GOVEBNOKSHIP OF ME. JOSEPH COLLET. 

The closing year of Mr. Collet’s governorship 
seem to have passed tranquilly away ; and the 
domestic incidents which occurred at Madras thus 
present a striking " contrast to' those tragical 
revolutions at Delhi which were - heralding the 
fall of the Mogtd empire, in a previous chapter, 
we imticed thg^'sflgrte of the court at” Delhi in 
3L J1 S'-i^ ^hen te'fingls^'feMbas^'Wistdespatch- 
ed from Calcutta to the emperor Pferokserei'. ,,We 
now purpose to bring out m bold Telief the con- 
trast already indicated." First ' stringing together 
the concluding anmds of Madras under Governor 
Collet ; and then taking a glance at the contempo- 
rary events Which were being enacted in the em- 
pire of the Mogul. ' ' I ; 

■ Our first incidkat is simple enough^ and the ex- 
tract will explain itself. ^ ...j ;; n\ 

** Monday, 5th January, 1719; Augustus Bur- 
ton, who came out in the Honorable Company’s 
Service updh the Mary” the last year, on 
his coming' M Wrd the ship brought with him 
clandestinely a ybuh'g inan/,' named Edmund Massey, 
his brother-in-law ; without permission of the Com- 
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pimy or Captain, wiio was ignorant ,of it tiii the 
ship was ttnder sail, when it was^t<k> laie to ’kehci 
him ashore. The Captain, since his arrival from 
Bengal, applied ito the President for permission to 
carry theBaid MdmTiiid. Massey back again td Eng- 
land, to prerent ,his having to pay the jpenalty foi: 
bringing out; any passenger to India without the 
Company's permission, wdiich he’ is obligedrto by 
his charter party/ But the said Edmund Mas- 
sey, having likewise requested to be entertained in 
the service here as. a writer, and being a sdber'iad 
and capable of business, — it is agrbed, that' we do 
give Ga|^»*Hobl»en a, penaissidn*- to iMVe :Mm 
here, and that he be admitted into '' the s^errice tiii 
the Honorable Company’s . pleasure can ’ be known 
concerning him/* - . 

Our next extract illustrates the peaceful state of 
the relations between the Government of ‘Fort St, 
George, and Sadatullh Khan, the Nabob- of the 
Camaticv , . ' ‘ ■ ' ' 

‘"Wednesday, llih -February. The President 
represent to the Board that Ducknaroy, who is 
prime minister to the Nabob SadutuDa Khan, and 
Eyre Khan the Nabob’s general, came to St 'i hoine 
last Saturday, with a body of 400 horse and 1000 
foot, in order to perform a religious ceremony of 
washing in the sea at the time of the Sun’s Eclipse 
the next day ; and that he (the President) had 
sent the Company’s black servants and merchants 
to welcome him into this part of the country, and 
to sound the inclinations of Bucknaroy, whether 
he was inclined to accept an invitation to see the 
Fort ; and that he had received a very civil answer 
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from Diicknaroy , and Fjre Kiian, witli assurances 
of their friendship, and.. ah intimation that they 
were inclined to give 1dm a visit. - * i 

These two persons having the greatest influ- 
ence both in the direction ahd * in the execution of 
the Nabob’s affairs, it is thought- ■ convenient to 
receive them in snch’a manner as may establish 
the goQd^]ander^tah^g;‘-betwte'«s‘ anddliw-be- 
pn’hh 4hsl‘ fre^ehfcKibe 

madeiheid 

eeptable to them to the amount of 1 000 ^pagodas- 
that they may be ■ admitted into the White Town 
with 20 palankeens, 100 horse, and 200 foot ; 
that the President receive them at the foot of the 
stairs in the inner Fort, and lead Duckiiaroy into 
the Consultation Room ; that 51 guns be fired by 
the Fort ; . and .thefii ^t^feen dp by the ships j that 
on Ms departure'oni White Town same 
number of guns be again fired, and taken up by 
the ships also ; that the Secretary and Captain 
Fullerton be sent to St. Thome to Invite them to 
come into Town to-morrow morning.” 

“ Thursday, 12th February. About 9 o’clock 
this morning Bucknaroy, the Nabob Sadatulla 
Khan’s Prime Minister and favorite, together with 
Fyre Khan his G-eneral, entered the Town with 
100 horse and 200 foot (in pursuance to the invi- 
tation) and came to pay a visit to the President. 
They were welcomed into Town with 51 guns 
from the Foft and afterwards from the “ King 
George” and other ships in the road with a pro- 
portionable number. The President attended by 
the gentlemen of Council, covenanted servants 




HISTOKT 

and most of tlie inliabitaiits of tlie place, conduct- 
ed tliem into tlie Consnltation loom, where the 
Nabob’s health was drank, and after a slioit con- 
fabulation, they ^.took their ieares (being saluted 
with 51 guns from the Fort and afienvards by the 
ships as above) and went to a house in the Black 
Town prepared by Smikali Eamah for their recep- 
tion ; where they were sumptuously entertained at 
the Honorable Company’s Expense till 5 o’clock 
in tlie evening, w^hen they went to take a view 
of the Garden house and' from tbence returned to 
St. Thome.” . K,. . 

The. folio^ng mcidettis are so- simple that we 
Imfp the rwirdste the^r'own sioty.,-*- ■ 

Monday, 28rd .February, 1719. The President 
acquaints the Board that being informed several 
Patan Merchants were come from Bengal on a 
ship bound to St. Thome, he had used means to 
induce them to settle at Madras- and to land, tlieir 
goods here ; that he had prevailed with them, on 
condition they had a cowle granted exempting 
them from paying the Pagoda or Musqueet duty. 
They alledged that to pay to the Pagoda would be 
contributing to the promoting of idolatry ; and 
that they cannot consent to contribute to the Mus- 
queet in this place, which belongs to a different 
sect of Mahommadans. 

‘‘ Agreed that in consideration the granting 
such a cowle will be no detriment to any part of the 
Honorable Company’s revenues, hut on the con- 
trary will increase them by the addition of foreign 
Merchants becoming inhabitants, such a cowle be 
granted them.” 
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‘^'Thimcfey, ^?5tk '^Fdbruaryy HI 9." Chinna 
CkeCtj' one of -tile C^etty Castes was breugM before 
the^Board ahd » charged with the bteaoli-of tlie law 
made the 7tk-*Febmary i 717/ for preventing dis- 
putes^ and 'difei^n»6eS'beWeen ffebe- several Castes ; 
wherein- it is protidied that ali'4he^ several bastes 
shall, on ^ their pnMie festivals v and -solemnities, 
mafeef^ nse- of' & I fag- and ■ no -other* ■ la 

■vfetellofe 

Bmim Sag*'alrOMvalore' <n,.Steday;last. 
Hb confessed* the^ fact,- bui'pleaded ignorance of 
the law, which could not be true ; that law having 
been promulgated with the utmost solemnity, being 
affixed to' ali‘'4he ‘gatbs of'^the town for ' some 
months, and' made ^on'*so remarkable an occasion 
as 'the desertidn of Ae Ghetty caste. - . ' 

fhe Board; aot-fe^g- -informed of - the crimi- 
circumstances, fnUy ^agreed- to defer pronounc- 
ing* sentence till the next consultation ; aligning, 
if he be a man of some substance, to impose a pro- 
portionate fine upon him ; otherwise to inflict a 
corporal punishment and turn him out of the 
hounds ; it being necessary to make an example 
of such offenders on the first breach of that law ; 
the preservation of which is so requisite to prevent 
all disturbances that may otherwise arise on caste 
affairs. 

“ Monday, 2nd March. The President reports 
to the Board that according to agreement in last 
consultation, he had enquired into the circum- 
stances of Chinna Chetty, and found him incapable 
of paying a fine which would be large enough to 
deter others from committing tlie like oflence. 
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TVlierefore the Board gave sentence tliat lie should 
stand in the pillory for the space of an hour the 
next choultry day, with a label before him to 
signify his oifence,' and that then he be expelled 
the Bounds.” 

The next incident is particularly interesting, as 
illustrating the growth of religious toleration in 
the English settlement at Port St. George. Some 
of our readers will remember that in the year 1680, 
when Mr. Streynsham Master was Governor of 
Madras, the intermarriage of Protestants with 
Homan Catholics had eloited the attention of the 
English two ,EngEs|. Chap- 

lains being taking into Council,'" the following 
atrocroufe* oxdes:r.ymQS t.,.fetth^ith , promulgated. 
'^^'That-updti the marriage of .;\a Protestant with a 
Eoinan 'Catholic^' berth., tJje .-parties j to, be ipaarried 
shah- solemnly promise befoife pne of the Chaplains 
of the placej before the EauB? ?hail be .pUjblished, 
and-als^ in the -Chapel, .or ^Cl|UrcL upon, tj^e day 
of Marriage, thati iALL ihej.jchlkirpn „by he- 
gottenand^horp,^ shaJd hr^pgiit in the Pro- 
testant religion*'” .-iSovse, thfej ,na? 7 Qw;“minded re- 
gulation worked 'for the of thp Protestant 
*rel2gi9h,:'wifi'b^ -gathered frpm tlie ..following cir- 
•cuifistances whir^. tra»spir^»,some thirty, years 
after\^Yd«.^vnu-. i. 

Thufsdayi ^drA,pril,-,i»7®, Thp, Prpsidemt 
t6presents-':that the Portuguese.,,, prifst? .'of St. 
Thome had veryrlatelyiaken .the liberty, iq marry 
-’some - English .people belQUgii;^ tq this city with- 
'out; leave; which practice iienapprehended to be of 
tdangerou^JOGaseqtiea(m.;-TOny,of the young Gen- 
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tleuien in tlie Company's Service being of good 
families in England, who would be veiy much 
scandalized at such mamages as were likely to be 
contracted here, without the consent of the Presi- 
dent ; particularly that one Crane, late chief Mate 
of our ship “ Falconbridge", was married to a 
Frenchman’s daughter of this place on ‘Sunday 
last ; and in order' to it .renounced the Protestant 
re^ott/'wMehii^-W-pfofesse^ all hia, life tiE 
-within a fe’t' days 'Ware. otW ' was one 
Dutton, an ordinary fellow, who was married a 
week before at St. Thome to Ann Eidley, whose 
father was formerly Governor of the West coast. 
Her small fortune being in the hands of the Church, 
the minister,, aspne pf her guardians, refused his 
con'sent j on wWh they went to St. Thome, and 
found aipHe?Efe.to mmj them'there:: The President 
kdds that; to ^pw Ms •'resentment df such a practice, 
he had ordered the Mettos not to suffer any 6i the 
Portugiiese Padres,' belonging to St. Thome to 
come into the English hounds. He further proposed 
to the Board to consider of some proper orders to 
be giyen for pr^’^enting the like practices for the 
future. After 'some bonsideration, it was agreed 
that' an order be published in the English and 
Portuguese languages, and put up in writing 
at the Sea Gate and at the Portuguese Church, 
that . if ,any Christian inhabitant of Madras 
shall ha married in this city, at St. Thome, 
or elsewhere, ’ withQut leave from the Presi- 
dent; That if he he iii^'the Company’s service 
he shall ha liable”to such penalty as we shall' think 
fit ; but if the person iso offending shall not be in 
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the Company’s service, and only a free mereliant 
or inhabitant of the Town, he shall be expelled the 
English Government on the Coast of Coromandel* 
Also any parent Consenting to, or promoting such 
marri^e, without leave as aforesaid, sliali be liable 
to the like penalty of expulsion.” 

Monday, 6t!i April. The Pnesident informs 
the Board that on a full enquiry into the marriage 
of the Mate Crane, mentioned in last Consultation, 
he finds that the said Crane had been bred a Pro- 
testant, and continued to profess a Protestant re- 
ligion till within a few days of his marriage ; and 
then the woman whom he married refused to have 
the ceremony perfortiaeil in the English Church, 
because all Eoman Catholics married there are ob- 
liged to subscribe a declaration that they will 
bring up their children in the Protestant religion, 
by an order of Council dated the 25tli of March 
IGS); and that on her refusal there to comply 
with that obligation, he had renounced the Protes- 
tant religion and declared •himself a lloman Catho- 
lic in order to many her. 'the President therefore 
proposed to the consideration of the Board, whe- 
ther that order of Council, dated 25 th of March 
1680, should be repeated or not ; which being 
freely debated, it was unanimously agreed to re- 
peal the general ox’der, for the following reasons. 

‘‘ First, that the obligation is in its own nature 
unjust, and a violation of that natural right which 
all parents have to educate their children in that 
religion they think most acceptable to God. 
Secondly, that such a promise can, be no obliga- 
tion on the conscience of Jiny persoii, being mi law- 
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foi ill iiisclf. 'Jliirdiy, tiidt tlie requiring such a 
promise may be attended ivith ill conseqiienceSj as 
in the instance now before ns ; ilie woman re- 
fusing to be married in the English Church for 
that reason only ; the consequence of Avhich was, 
Crane^s renouncing the Protestant religion ancl 
declaring himself a Boman Catholic. 

• Ordered that ttei Seeretaiy keqnrint the Ho- 
nettble Company^ ■ ChipWn M ttfe ' pliace ' iti 
writing, with the repeal of the aforesaid order, 
and that he is not any more to require such 
subscription.” 

** The President also acquaints the Board, that 
tlie severe methods which he had taken to show 
his resentment to the Protuguese priests of St. 
Thome, for marrying ^j.^y subject of this Govern- 
ment without Ms consent, had produced a very 
good effect ; for that the Padre Governor at St. 
Thome had sent him a very submissive letter or 
address, wherein lie obliges Imnself, and those of 
his fraternity subject to him, not to marry any 
persons subject to this Government for the future, 
without asking his previous consent,” 

Tlie following entry refers to tlie general history. 

‘‘Thursday, 16th April, 1719. General letter 
from Masulipatam dated the 26th ultimo read, 
advising that it is reported that there is an in- 
surrection amongst the Seiads, who have de- 
throned and imprisoned King Eeroksere. The 
said letter further advises, as a confirmation of that 
news, that the Nabob of Golcondah who w^as ad- 
a ucing towards Masulipatam, immediately upon 
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that intelligence returned to Golcondali, in order 
to draw* in Ids effects with all possible expedition.*" 

The Nabob of Golcondah here mentioned, does 
not appear to have been the Seiad Husseiti Ali, 
Subah of the Dekkan ; for he had gone to Delhi 
to assist his brother Abdullah, the Vizier, in de- 
throning Feroksere, and setting up other puppet 
kings in his room.. Nor could it have been 
Cheen Kulicli Khan, better known as the Nizam- 
ool-Mulk ; for he had retired from the Dekkan on 
the appointment of Hussein Ali, and was at 
this time merely Governor of Malwa. We there- 
fore infer that by the Nabob of Golconda was 
meant Mobariz Khari, the local Governor of Hy- 
derabad. But we shall have more to say upon 
this subject further on. 

To return to the annals of Fort St. George, 
The following incident does not speak much for the 
philological attainments of the English inhabitants 
at this period. 

Monday, 25th May, 1719. The President re- 
presents to the Board that there is not any person 
in the Honorable Company’s Service in this place, 
who is able to translate a letter out of the Portu- 
guese and French languages into English; or 
vAce versd^ to translate English into those lan- 
guages ; which has rendered it difficult for him to 
maintain the necessary correspondence in the 
Honorable Company’s affairs ; the Portuguese lan- 
guage being the common language of India amongst 
all Europeans. He therefore proposes to admit a 
young mail, named George Foriano, son of ]\Ir- 
Nathaniel Foriano, (Super Cargo of the Honorable 
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OoR^pany’s Ship Hertford’' to China), who is 
well qualified for the purpose abovementioned, being 
skilled in both those languages, to be a Factor ill 
the Honorable Company’s Service here. 

Agreed tliat Mr. George Foriano be admitted 
a Factor, Mr. Elwick offering to be security for 
him, and that the S^*etary make out his Inden- 
tures for three ^ 

i . 'Ifbft: next is worth preserving as iiuetetive 

of the times. Singularly enough it expresses the 
same fears on a small scale, as those which have 
been felt in some quarters in reference to the re- 
ductions which are now going on in our Indian 
army. 

“ Thursday, 9ih July. The Honorable "Court 
of Birectors having, in' the 5 th paragraph of their 
letters to us by the Marlborough/' thought fit 
to order that the Garrison of this place should be 
reduced to 360 men and the Garrison of Fort St. 
David to 340. The manner of doing it is taken 
into consideration. 

“ It appears to us,— First, that this limitation 
is only designed for a time of established peace, 
which is not the case at present ; there being by 
our last advices from ' Delhi, two princes with 
large armies contending for the Empire, the event 
of which may very probably affect us. . 

“ Secondly, it appears dangerous to disband the 
whole number of supemumeraiy forces at once, 
even in a time of peace, much more so in a time 
of famine. Such number of men must be put 
upon violent measures, or else be obliged to <jo in 
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a body into tlie service of the Moors, wliicli may 
be very dangerous to this settlement* 

“ It is therefore agreed that the President give 
orders to the officers to disband gradually the 
worst of the Topazes, from about twenty to forty 
in a month as he shall tiiink fit 

In the last chapter we noticed that the Pedda 
Naik, or Chief Watchman, was dismissed from his 
post on account of neglect of duty. It will be 
seen from the following entry that it was soon 
found necessary to restore him to his former 
employmenC ^ 

Monday, ITih T|e piitioit of 'Oooao- 

gozee Timapa Naik read, desiring liberty to re- 
sign his employment of Chief Watchman to Coono- 
gozee Pedda Naik, who officiated in that office be- 
fore him, and was very capable of executing it, 
but was dismissed for his extravagance. The said 
Timapa Naik being unfit to do the duty of that 
post any longer, by reason of Ms old age ; and the 
former Pedda Naik, being very much reclaimed by 
the hardships wMch his extravagance brought upon 
him, promises a faithfitl discharge of his duty for 
the futum, and tenders the duties belonging to the 
office of Chief Watchman as a security for his fidel- 
ity and good behaviour. 

^‘Agreed therefore that Coonogozee Timapa 
Naik be discharged at his request from the office 
of Chief Watchman of this city ; and that Coono- 
gozee Pedda Naik be appointed in his stead.’^ 

Another entry occurs the same day which illus- 
trates the summary method of proceeding with 
pirates in Grovemor Collet’s time, 
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The President acquaints the Board that ou 
Tuesday 1 1th instant, he, with the rest of the 
Commissioners for trying of pirates, did bring 
Eoger Buiimore, one of those that ran away witli 
the ** George” Brigantine, to his trial, by virtue of 
King George’s Commission; and that having 
found Mm,, and robbery, 

th^y had ,||eath xipon him, and 

on Wednesday 

The hot winds ibis season appear to have been 
too much for Governor Collet and accordingly he 
determined to retire. But we leave the records to 
tell tlie story. 

“ Thursday* 1 5 tk October, 1719. The Presi- 
dent acquaints Ike Board that having found him- 
sdf last season of the land 

vrinds ; so that il with difficulty that he has 
been able to discharge the duty of liis station ; and 
tliat therefore he has determined to return to 
Europe on the next ship to be despatched from 
hence ; and acquaints them witli his purpose so 
early that there may be time for settling the Go- 
vernment according to the Honorable Company’s 
standing orders. 

He ilien proposed that Mr, Francis Hastings 
should be sent for up from Port St. David, as soon 
as he could conveniently, in order to take the chair 
upon the President’s going off ; and that Mr. 
William Jennings, second of Council here, should 
go down thither with a Commission for Deputy 
Governor, and that Mr. Nathaniel Ehviek, who 
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will ilien be second here, take on him the oillce of 
acconntant. 

The President then produced a letter wrote 
to himself separately by the Honorable Court of 
Directors, dated the 8th January 1717, and read 
the first para j by which it appears that tliey de- 
signed Mr. El wick for the Export Warehouse- 
keepers employ particularly, as being w^eli skilled 
in the sorts of calicoes sent from hence to Eng- 
land, He therefore, proposetl tliat Mr. 3*11 wick 
should keep the Export Warehousekeeper’s em- 
ploy, and that Dtlr* Eichird Horden Sea Customer 
should take the Import Warehousekeeper’s em- 
ploy upon him ; and that this regulation should 
continue in force till the arrival of the next letters 
from Europe. 

“ To all wdiich proposals the Board agreed 
unanimously.” 

The last "measures of Governor Collet are of 
such a simple character that they require no pre- 
liminary explanation, and it will be sufficient to 
lay the entries themselves l)efore our readers. 

“Monday, 2nd Hovemher, 1710. According 
to order of last consultation, Vizago, tlie Choultry 
Dubash, was brought before the Board on his 
trial, for extorting exorbitant fees beyond what 
had ever been practiced, particularly on the re- 
gister of slaves. The most tliat had ever been 
allowed was 20 fanams in the whole, including 
the Company’s duty ; whereas he had obliged 
great numbers of people to pay him 24 fanams, 
and took the 4 fanams to his own use ; also in 
house bills registered at the choultry, where the 
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true fees are 2 pagodas and 2 fanams per cent., 
he extorted 2 pagodas and 18 fanams, and in 
many instances a larger proportion ; and also in 
house bills registered at the court, he extorted in 
general about 16 per cent above tlie usual fees ; 
and that besides the above mentioned, he has been 
guilty df greal neglect in bis office, by putting off 
^ tfe, |tor and; refilling' t'b do iWf busi^ms. 

of tWdtts dfibli 

f eared to prOfO the several branches of the charge ; 
lit tliere was no occasion to hear any witness ex- 
cept to the last aidicle, he confessing all tlie rest 
on their being proposed to him ; some witnesses 
Were called for the proof of that, who very fully 
convicted him of delay, and putting off their busi- 
ness from time to time without any reasonable 
^xetiso. /" ■ 

“ Tlie prisoner and witnesses being withdrawn, 
it was considered that the practice was in itself 
scandalous and abusive, and particularly oppres- 
sive to the poor ; many of them being obliged 
in this time of famine to sell their children 
for rice ; and the extorting 4< fanams in the fees 
was a considerable hardship on them ; that, 
therefore, it was necessary to put a stop to such 
abuses by making the offender a public example. 

Accordingly it was resolved that Vizago, the 
Choultry Dulj^sli aforementioned, be turned out of 
the Honorable Company’s service, and disabled 
from any future employment therein ; that he 
stand in the pillory the next Choultry day ; and 
that he be ffned 500 pagodas, onc-haif to be paid 
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to the Charity School, and the other half to the 
Choultry Stock for the maintenance of prisoners. 

“ The criminal being called in, sentence was 
pronounced accordingly. 

“ To prevent s?uch abuses for the future, it is 
ordered that the after written statement of Choul- 
try fees, being agreeable to ancient custom, Ikj 
hung up in the Choultry by the Chief Justice. 

‘‘For registering houses and land in the Mayors 
Court register, situated in the Black town, pettahs, 
or out gardens ; for every bill to pay one per cent 
to the Chief Justice, and half per cent to the Re- 
gistrar on the jalue of the bouse or land. 

“ And whereas most of the buildings in the 
Christian Town do far exceed those without in 
value, to prevent the charges running too high : 
for every bill value under 500 pagodas, is to pay 
the same fees as above ; but all bills exceeding 
that sum are to pay 5 pagodas to the Chief Jus- 
tice, and 2 "I pagodas to the Registrar, and no 
more. 

“ For registering houses and land in the Choul- 
try Register ; for every bill to pay one per cent, 
to the Chief Justice, and one per cent, to the 
Registrar, on the value of the house or land. 

“ For Registering slaves ; for every slave the 
Honorable Company are to receive 8 lanams, tbe 
Registrar 3 fanams, and the Chief Justice 2 
fanams. 

“ And all bills, either for houses, land, or 
slaves, are to pay to the Choultry Bubash one 
anam, and to the Chief Justice’s Taliars om 


. HiSTOHY Of. MIBBAS, ;■ 

fanam, for their trouble in getting the bills regis- 
tered. 

And whereas some small houses in the Black 
Town, not exceeding 5 or 6 pagodas in value, 
are made over by bills of sale wrote in Gentoo 
on Cajan leaves, which are entered in the Eegister 
kept by the Town Conicoply for that purpose ; for 
eveif Oaj^ ;Town ' Oonfe^y is to remve 

S the cte aborb to 

the OhidP wd Eegistw. ' 

The bricklayers for measuring of ground are to 
receive for their trouble 2 fanams for all valued at 
100 pagodas or upwards, and one fanam for all 
under,” 

“ Thursday, 26th November, 1719. The Pre- 
sident acquaints the Board that he had some time 
since published an order for registmng aU houses 
and gardens in the Black Town, or the adjacent 
parts, in the Mayor’s Court or Choultry, for pre- 
vention of frauds in sale and mort^ges ; but 
that some of the poor having complained to him 
that during the present dearness of grain it would 
be hard upon them to pay the charges though 
small, he therefore, proposes that all houses under 
50 pagodas value should be exempted from the 
obligation of that order, till plenty returns, which 
the Board agrees to.” 

Wednesday, 23rd December, 1719. The Presi- 
dent being about to depart for England, demands 
. for Ms justification hereafter, a certificate from the 
accountant that he stands not indebted upon the 
Honorable Company’s General Books. He like- 
wise demands a certificate from the Sea Customer 
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that he has paid all their customs due from Mm, 
one from the Beceiver to the same purpose, and 
another from the Land Customer. All which are 
ordered to be drawn out against next consul tatiou 
and delivered him, the Board being satisfied that 
he is not in any way indebted to the Honorable 
Company. 

Monday, 28 th December, 1719. The Presi- 
dent delivers in a list of the inhabitants of a new 
pettah or town raised near Trivatore, consisting of 
105 houses which are inhabited by 489 persons, 
maM and female, , besides children, ranged under 

,divM w of W hand and I^fthand 

Caale.”.J"‘Se ao(|ii|inf4 the Board, that .thh -town, 
in which there is also a handsome pagoda, is call- 
ed at the desire of the people “ Collet's pettali 
and that the inhabitants consist of weavers and 
painters, which he encouraged by degrees to come 
and live near this place, that they might be ser- 
viceable to the Honorable Company. That in 
order to prevail with them to a compliance, he 
promised them, so soon as the town was completed, 
a Cowle should be given them to secure to them 
such privileges and immunities ; and the said Town 
being now finished, and the inhabitants well settled, 
he proposes that his promise which is now claimed, 
should be performed, and a Cowie given them ac- 
cordingly ; the conditions of which being approved 
by the Board, as weE as the President's manage- 
ment in this affair, the Secretary is ordered to pre- 
pare.” 

“Monday, 18th lahtiary, 1720. Early this 
morning the Honorable Joseph Collet, Esq., Pre- 
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sidentj embarked on Board the “ King William 
whereon the Goverment fell to the Honorable 
Francis Hastings, Esq. 

Having thus closed the narrative of the tranquil 
state of affairs at Fort St. George during the last 
year of ^Mr, Collet’s administration, it may be as 
well to lake a brief .glance at the contemporary 
state of the ruHi^ power at Delhi. , AM those in- 
whlbk locale, the ' ' S>f ' ’ M 

1^1^ In idl' pky in' m 

and sensuality at the court, frequent rebellions in 
the provinces, a puppet king struggling for power, 
overbearing ministers, a mercenary army without 
thesliglitest sentiment of loyalty, incessant intrigues 
ending in open assassinations ^ — these, and a thou- 
sand other significant circumstances, were tran- 
spiring in India. Indeed it must have been evident 
to all that ever since the death of Auxungzebe in 
1?07, the Mogul empire had been hastening to its 
dissolution ; worn out by premature old age 
brought on by its political crimes, and vainly 
struggling to retain the appearance of strength 
and beauty when it was fast sinking into the grave. 

It was during this gradual decay of the power 
of the Mogul, that a man arose, whose name, and 
that if his descendants, must ever take a prominent 
place in the history of this Presidency. This man 
was Cheen Kulich Khan, better known as Nizam- 
ool-Moolk, the first Nizam of the Dekkan. His 
father Ghazee-oo-deen was one of those Tartar ad- 
venturers, who had migrated into India at a com- 
paratively recent period, &d risen to eminence du- 
ring the wars in the Dekkan. The future Nizam 
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was born in 1644, and like Iiis fatlier bad clistin- 
g^islied liimself in tbe wars of Aurimgzebe. Du- 
ring tbe reigns of the immediate successors of 
Aiirung2ebe,-~Shah Aninm and Jehandar Shall,— 
he had fallen into obscurity, in consequence of his 
riTalry with Zulfikar Khan, —that great king maker 
to whom both the last mendoned princes owed their 
thrones. But in 1713, when he was fast approach- 
ing his seventieth year, his fortunes were again on 
tlie rise. Jehandar Shah had been dethroned by 
the two Seiads ; and both he and Znifikar Khan 
were put to death* The two Seiads set up Ferok- 
mm m a Mieh 

Kban^ 'being kitom m the mtmf of Zulfifcir 
Khan was fot appointed Nizam of the Dekkan. 

Most of the intrigues of Feroksere to escape 
from the thraldom of the Seiads, have already been 
noticed in the narrative of the English mission 
from Calcutta to Delhi. But the last of all, the 
one which led to the downfall of Feroksere, de- 
serves especial notice ; for it is one which striking- 
ly illustrates the desperate state of public affairs, 
Miilst it is closely connected with the rising fortunes 
of Cheen Kulich Khan. But the last and most and 
important plot of all, the one in which Cheen 
Kulich Khan was implicated, and which led to the 
ruin of Feroksere about the very time that Gover- 
nor Collet left the Madras Presidency, deserves 
especial mention. 

Very early in the reign of Feroksere, Cheen 
Kulich Khan had cause to hate the two Seiads,— 
Abdullah, the vizier, and Hussein, the commander 
in-ehief. He had held the government of the 
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Pekkan little more than a year, when he was re- 
moved to the small government of Moradabad, and 
the Bekkan was handed over to Hussein. Under 
such circumstances the disappointed Nizam was 
likely to prove a powerful supporter to Feroksere. 
AccordiBgiy he was summoned to court, and the 
emperor promised to make him vizier in the room 
of Abdullah, provided the Seiads were overthrown. 

A plot was speedily formed, and was soon ripe 
eqEetetioB* Huwin ' wa^ a’Wty ' M- tie 
and Abdullah was alone in Delhi. Aojordingly 
it was determined to assassinate Abdullah at that 
great festival which terminates the Eamazan ; for 
on that day the king went in state to the Mosque, 
attended by a train of nobles and troops far ex- 
ceeding in number the guards of the vizier. But 
all went wrong through the criminal weakness of 
Feroksere. He had a favourite, a low profligate mi- 
‘‘nion, who was naturally hated by the whole court. 
The influence of this favourite was all powerful. 
By his advice Feroksere was induced to postpone 
the plot. Worst of all, Feroksere forgot his promise 
to Cheeii Kulich Khan, and actually engaged to 
make this wretched favourite vizier as soon as the 
Seiads were overthrown. Lastly the emperor was 
mad enough to give to this favourite the district of 
Moradabad as a private jaghire ; being the very 
district of which Cheen Kulich Khan was Grover- 
noTi . ■ 

These eiremnstances came out in time, and then 
Cheen Kidieh Khan was more exasperated against 
such an infatuated king than he had previously 
been against the Seiads ; whilst the vizier Abdul- 
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kt saw tliat Feroksere was incorngiMcj and tint 
Ms own life would be in constant danger so long 
as Feroksere continued on the throne. Accord ing- 
iy he drew orer Cheen Knlicli ELIian by the promise 
of the govemnaent of Malwa, and immediately 
summoned Ms brother Hussein Ali from the Bek- 
kan. 

The doom of the emperor Feroksere was now 
sealed. In his alarm he sought a reconciliation 
with Abdullahj and the vizier engaged with the 
emperor in mutual oaths ofr fidelity and at- 
tachment, Of course such oaths were ut- 
terly wortMess, Abdullah merely desired to 
gain iime^j, for .the ■arrival of ‘.his brother; 
whilst the (M)wardly Feroksere continued to lay 
plots for the assassination of the Seiads. Mean- 
time Hussein Ali had made a peace with the Mah- 
rattas, and at last reached BelM with thirty thou- 
sand horse, ten thousand of whom were Mahrattas. 

The whole city was now filled with dread. Every 
one felt, from the Mghest Omrah to the lowest 
dealer in the bazaars, that a terrible convulsion 
was at v. hand. The very appearance of the 
Mahrattas, Hindoo robbers as they vrere, sug- 
gested ideas of massacre and plunder to the 
Mussulmen of Delhi ; whilst no one could foretell 
who w'ould gain the ascendant, the Seiads or the 
emperor. Meantime the wretched Feroksere began 
to see Ms own foUy. He was however far too 
weak and cowardly to attempt the slightest resis- 
tance to the two Seiads, and therefore helplessly 
submitted to their mercy. They demanded that 
the royal guards should be withdrawn from the 
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palace, and that their own soldiers should be post- 
ed in their room. Feroksere obeyed. Hussein Ali 
then paid him a formal visit, and the poor miser- 
able emperor made a desperate effort to conciliate 
his enemy. He received the Seiad with the great- 
est distinction. He burst into tears and placed 
his own turhan on the head of Hussein ; and even 
took the jewels from his dress and pressj^ Hussein 
to accept them. But the Seiad refused, and 
upbraided the fallen monarch with his ingratitude. 
He then left the palace without paying any of the 
ordinary ceremonies of respect due to the person 
of his sovereign. 

In a few days more ali was over. On the 15th 
ofFebruai 7 1719, Feroksere expressed a wish to 
hunt, but the Seiads suspected him of designing 
an escape, and obliged him to postpone the inten- 
tion. The next day the Seiads surrounded the 
.palace with their troops, and the vizier entered 
the presence of the Emperor, and demanded that 
ali the offices of the palace should be given into 
his hands. Feroksere promised compliance, but 
prayed for delay ; and the evasion threw the vizier 
into such a passion, that the terrified emperor re- 
treated to the hai’am, which he hoped would be 
respected by the rebels. 

The story of the night which followed is one of 
the most thrilling narratives in all the Mussulman 
histories- The vizier Abdullah remained in the 
palace, and so also did Ajeet Sing, Kajah of 
Mewar, whose daughter had been given in 
maiTiage to Feroksere as a token of submission to 
the Mogul supremacy. The army of Hussein 
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Ali, including the ten thousand Mahrattas, re« 
mained under arms the whole night. Early in 
the morning a rumour flew through the eitv 
that the vizier had been killed by Ajeet Sing, who 
had resolved to protect the emperor his son-in-law ; 
and^ accordingly several omrahs prepared to rise 
against Hussein Ali. Meantime a party of Mah- 
rattas had engaged with some soldiers whom they 
had mistaken for an enemy ; and the still more 
fnghtfiil mmour spread through Delhi that the 
Mahrattas were plundering the city* At once the 
whole population of fiery Mussulman arose as one 
mm i^nsi the idolatrous Maliutet.. 
hundred Hindoos were massacred in the streets, and 
the whole city was thrown into frightful disorder. 
Those omrahs who supported the cause of the 
Seiads, in their alarm at the supposed death of the 
vizier, were preparing to make their escape from the 
scene of anarchy. Plunder, fire, and massacre had 
already begun, when the news spread that Abdul- 
lah was still alive. Hussein Ali and his friends now 
recovered their spirits and restored order. The 
royal servants were dispersed after a brief resist- 
ance ; and it was proclaimed from the walls of the 
citadel that another prince had ascended the 
throne. 

Whilst these events were being transacted in the 
city, still darker horrors were being perpetrated in 
tbe palace. Eeroksere utterly refused to leave the 
haram. Meantime Abdullah was informed tliai the 
people were already in revolt, and that no time 
was to be lost. In this extremity he commanded 
some Afghans to force open the doors of the 
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Iiaram. Tliere was a short conflict with the 
eunuchs and other attendants, and then the vizier 
and Ms rude soldiery rushed into the sacred apart- 
mnts. The unhappy ^peror, surrounded by his 
saother, wife, daughter, and other princesses, was 
soon discovert. The ro^^ai ladies jfMled the air 
with their shrieks and prayers for mercy, whilst 
!Ferok»eMBis4f was in m teior* > ; 

ilWaIkh fumed a de^ ear to?' ’Wei 

pounced upon Ms pey. The emp^r was drag- 
ged from the arms of the half fmntic women, and 
thrown into a dark chamber. A child was taken 
from the confined princes, and immediately seat- 
ed upon the throne ; and the booming of cannon 
and customary strains of music announced to the 
people of MM that Feroksere was deposed and 
that another puppet king reigned in Ms stead. 

The md of Feroksere may be related almosi in 
the very words of the Mussulman historian. For 
two months he was confined in a dark chamber, 
enduring various calamities. The hot iron, by 
which so many princes had been incapacitated 
from reigning, was drawn over the eyes of Ferok- 
; but strange to say it did not utterly destroy 
his sight. Be sent the most piteous messages to 
the Seiads, praying to be restored to the throne 
on any terms they chose ; but ncrf; the slightest 
sdteation was paid to his prayers. Then he pro- 
nased immense rewmds to his keepers, provided 
they would connive at his escape. The Seiads 
were now alarmed, for Feroksere was still lament- 
ed by the lower orders amongst whom he had 
squandered Ms treasures, and an escape might be 
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followed by a revolt and a revolution. According- 
ly they xesoly^ on his death. On two different 
occasions poison was mingled with his victuals, 
but without effect. The third time he was thrown 
into violent agonies, and began to invoke God 
against Ms murdarers. The bow string was then 
sent for, but the emperor struggled against his 
executioners with all the violence of desperation. 
He seized the bow string with his hands, and it 
was only after he had been beaten down with 
clubs, that the string was passed round his neck, 
apd he, at last Op thp fpffowlng eyepw 

the iwij wM fol- 

lowed % i kfg& ‘mmi» cursiug the Seihda and 
lamenting their beloved Teroksere. 

The new child emp»or oily reigned four 
months, and then died of a consumption. Another 
child was taken from amongst the conhned princes, 
but he shared the same fate. At last a healthier 
young prince was selected, who ascended the 
throne under the name of Mohammed Shah. He 
began to reign before the end of 1719, and 
before the end of 17^^ the power of the Seiads 
was entirely over. This event is so intimately 
connected with the final establishment of Cheep 
Kulicli KLhan as Nkam of the Dekkan, that we can 
scarcely avoid narrating it here. 

On the deposition of Teroksere, Cheen Kulicli 
Khan had obtained his promised reward, namely, 
the government of Mulwa. There he found every- 
thing lapsing into anarchy the Zemindars as- 
serting their independence, and the people either 
suffering from robbers or becoming robbers them- 
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selves. These disorders justified him in raising 
and maintainiiig troops ; but the Seiads soon sus- 
pected that he was aiming at something far beyond 
the mere defence of his province. Accordingly 
they tried every friendly means to remove him. 
Hussein Ali was still viceroy of the Hekkan, and 
they hinted ^ to Cheen KuHch Khan, that as 
AMwa lay half way between the Bekkan and 
so It would Ibrm,/ s^J^veiy ifju 

sidence for Hussein Ali ^ inlsnmch as from that 
spot Hussein could both superintend his vice royal- 
ty in the Bekkan, and watch the progress of 
affairs at the capital. Accordingly they offered 
Cheen Kuiicli Khan four other Subahs, any one 
of which he might have in exchange for Malwa. 
He sent back an insulting refusal, and then march- 
ed an army over the Nerbudda into the Bekkan, 
where he had many old connections both amongst 
the Mussulmans and the Mahrattas. There he 
achieved a brilliant success, and the Seiads became 
alarmed. An army was sent against him, but he de- 
feated it. At the same time, the new king Moham- 
med Shah, saw in Cheen KuHch Khan, one who 
might deliver him from the thraldom of the Seiads. 
Accordingly he sent secret messages asstiring him 
that he should receive royal support in his resis- 
tance to the Seiads. 

In this extremity the Seiads resolved that Hus- 
ain should march against the self-con siituted 
NiMm of the Bekkan, whilst Abdullah remained 
at Belhi. To make matters doubly sure, it was 
also resolved that Mohammed Shah should ac- 
company Hussein. This circumstance proved the 
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rain of the Seiads. k conspiracy was formed 
for assassinating Hnsseiii daring the inarch. 
A savage Caimnefc named Hyder Khan was 
pitched upon to strike the blow. Whilst 
Hnssein was pissing along in his palankeen* 

' Hyciet attracted his ^tention with a petition ; and 
when Hussein commanded Mm to present it, lie 
drew out his dagger and inflicted a mortal How 
upon the Seiad* Hussein suspected the author 
of the conspiracy, and cried out “ Put the emperor 
to death.” But it was too late. The necessary 
preparations had been made for the defence of Mo- 
lattinial Shah, though the' assassin Itself was 
cut in piecjes onlfc#-||i4 by 'a hundred' iwords* 
Here closes the story of the famous usurpa- 
tion of the Seiads. Mohammed Shall returned to 
Delhi, and Abdullah was utterly defeated, and im- 
prisoned for life. How tlie Mogul empire rapidly 
faded away, until it seemed to expire in the funeral 
pyre heaped up by Nadir Shah, belongs to a future 
episode in our annals of the Madras Ih*esidencv. 
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m^CU HASTINGS, 


GOVEENOESHIF m MB, 

-(.f,* 1 4 . ’i ^ I , f , ( 

' ;Bm CkiTOB^ip of Mr. B^w ui&gs, the 
successor of Mr. Collett, was short and turbulent. 
It lasted little more than a year and a half, name- 
ly, from the ISth of January, 1720, to the 15th of 
October, 1721. ^ Ihe foreign relations were quiet 
enough at this time, and for some years afterwards 
as both Sadutulla Khan, Nabob of the Carnatic* 
and Gheen Kuliek Khan, Snbah of the Dekkan’ 
were far too busy in establishing themselves in 
their several governments to pay much attention 
to the little Factoiy at Port St. George, so lono’ 
as it paid the annual rental on the day it was due° 
But the internal aflairs of the settlement were 
maiked by many irregularities and disorders during 
the administration of Mr, Hastings, and of his 
successor Mx. Elwick ; and thus necessitated those 
ri^d inquiries and thorough reforms which were 
subsequently carried out by one of the most re- 
markable of all the early Governors of Fort St. 
George, namely, Mr. James Macrae. 

^ The first incident under the rule of Mr. Hastings 
m connected with an extraordinary dispute with an 
Havildar in the neighbourhood of Egmore, which 
was brought to a tragical conclusion ; the Havildar 
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being shot dead in tbe midst of tbe qnMttl % Ibe 
Company’s Chief Fma. The foEowing is the offi- 
cial narrative of the affair. 

Saturday, 30tb February, 1720. The Presi- 
dent acquaints the Board, that last night the 
HavEdar of the Metto near Egmore had stop|)ecl 
some oxen, loaden with bricks and straw» which 
belonged to the Honorable Company, which were 
coming into Town. This morning, being com- 
plained to about it by the Paymaster, as also of 
the people being beat and imprisoned that were 
dri«g the piien itti refused to pay »iae 
whkh'tiw woddh^ etWIedfiBk 

thMu BEeig®dent)"sent the CMi^ Dubasl* 

with some others, to know the reason of such 
an insult, and to demand the delivery of our people 
whom he had imprisoned. The President adds 
that instead of receiving answer to that message, 
the Havildar ret^imed him a very saucy one, and 
refused to let the Honorable Company’s goods and 
people pass j though the Chief Hubash used many 
mEd persuasive arguments with Mm for that pur- 
pc»e. At length, not being able to prevail, the 
Chief Dubash returned and gave the President an 
account of what had passed j whereupon he order- 
ed the Chief Peon, with some others, to go and 
expostulate with the HavEdar further, and in case 
of any resistance to force the Plavildar to a com- 
pliance. But when the Chief Peon went to him, 
he found him at the head of about 50 of Ms peons 
and people in a fighting posture ; and upon going 
up to him to deliver the President’s message, 
the HavEdar drew his scimetar and stniek at 
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him, which he warded off with his target, 
aad thereby evaded being cut down. The Chief 
Peon imin^iately drew a pistol from his side, and 
shot the Havildar ; which when he had done, he 
with his people fell upon the rest and killed two 
more, which terrified them ail so much that they 
mn away. 

“ The President adds that he thinks the Chief 
Peon has by this action showed himself a trusty 
servant to the Honorable Company, and deserves 
encouragement ; that if he had sat tamely down 
under this first insult, we should not have failed 
of receiving many more of a higher degree ; and 
that our showing our resentment upon this occa- 
sion will have a good influence upon all the Metto 
people, and Junkameers for the future ; that lest 
the matter should be represented to our prejudice 
to the Nabob, he has taken care to transmit an ex- 
act account of it to our Yakeel at Arcot ; and for 
the security of the garrison has given orders to the 
Officers to be upon a very strict guard for fear of 
surprise.*’ 

‘^Monday, 14th March, 1720. The President 
acquaints the Board that he has received very 
friendly letters from the Nabob and Ducknaroy 
upon the subject of the Metto Havildar being 
unfortunately kUled by our peons ; and that appre- 
hending no disturbance will ensue, he has ordered 
in the guards which he had joined to those at 
Egmore and the Choultries, in order to put a stop 
to the expence occasioned thereby.” 

The next event is narrated at a length far ex- 
ceeding its importance, and can be best told in a 
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few words. It ^nas tel a discoTery was mtcie 
that some sort of correspondence had been goin^ 
on between the principai Ohetties in Madras and 
the Fortugnese Viceroy of Goa. From a perusal 
of the papers it would seem that this correspond- 
ence only referred to some presents that the V iceroy 
of Goa wished to send to Hussein Ali, the prefi- 
ous Subah of the Bekkan ; but Governor Hastings 
appears to have suspected that the correspondence 
had for its object the revolt of the Ohetties,” or 
in other words their removal from the English Go- 
vernment . of I Fort 81* Gw'j^e to the Fortugum 
Gov^iimeal of matter .assumes 

an undue teporfni^'&i lie records, iMsmuch as 
it was the cause of a tremendous quarml between 
Governor Hastings, and Mr. Nathaniel Elwiek, 
who was at that time third in Council j Governor 
Hastings being inclined to deal harshly with the 
Ohetties, whilst Mr. Elwiek declared that no proof 
whatever had been furnished that they were really 
guilty. Under such circumstances Governor Hast- 
ings placed the Heads of the Ohetties under con- 
finement, and then ordered the following proclama- 
tion to be posted on the Sea Gate, with the view 
of obtaining further evidence against them. 

“Monday, 25th April, 1720. Whereas a dis- 
covery hath lately been made of a design sometime 
since formed by the inhabitants of the Che tty 
caste of this place, to revolt from this Government 
and to take protection under the Portuguese at St. 
Thome; and whereas there is just reason to sus- 
pect, by the Viceroy of Goa’s letters to the Heads 
of the Chetty caste, that they signified under their 
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hands their resolution to desert this place and shel- 
ter themselves under the Portuguese at St. Thome^ 
in ease Im could have obtained a grant of that 
place from the Nabob 5 and whereas, furthermore, 
the said Chetti^s upon e^camination have confident- 
ly denied ihdt engagement in any such conspi- 
racy ; — the Honorable Governor and Council have 
ih$tdm ftt opt ihls proclamation, 

i|$l ■ epf , pwon or coe^i^d in the 
eftid p[>iispiraey wHl make Pf0si- 

dent, or to any one of the Council, so as that the 
rest of the persons concerned may be fully con- 
victed, such person or persons shall receive a 
handsome reward and full pardon for themselves.’’ 

By order of the Honorable Governor 
and Council.” 

The Prookmntion had no effect whatever. No one 
,, came forward to volunteer evidence, and the Chet- 
ties themselves obs&iately denied aB knowledge of 
such a conspiracy. Accordingly Governor Hastings 
desired them to sign a paper, in which confiscation 
of all property and the forfeiture of all protection 
w'cre declared to be the penalty of desei’tion. This 
however the Chetties refused to do, and then the 
Governor proposed that the two head Chetty 
merchants, who conducted the Company’s invest- 
ments, should be suspended from their office. The 
following extract from the consultation of the 
30th May, 1720, will show the nature of Mr. 
.Mfipt’s oppps-itipn* 

IJCr. Mwiek offered security for the two Chetty 
Merchants, as f^r as 10,000 pagodas, for their 
tippearance six months hence ; but being asked if 
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iie would ^ sign tiie pa|^r m ilitlr belalf 

aforementioned (in? olTkg tlie pain of eoniscatiott 
and forfditmre) ; and Iseing also asked if he would 
suffer the penalty whieh the Glietties mm% suffer 
in case thw accnstlion shmiH liereafter be turned 
into a miiTieikm ; — lie refused them both ; anil 
being told by some of the Board, that the seeurity 
which he offered was no more than bail for their 
appearance six months hence, and that according 
to the laws of o\ir nation all persons taken up 
upon suspicaon of tmmm ape forthwith imprison^ 
ed withottt bs # or iiain|ww, notion 

wm ttef fiifoii'i iift- i* « 

» Elwidk contiimsed to bt* varf e#oe$t in Ida 
qppositioii to “ the «tsp«si©n of tie two Clietty 
Merchants, and declared that the sorting of the 
cloth, and the business of the Company generally, 
could not go on whilst they were in eonliii€;me]i! . 
The records of the dispute are far too voliiminouH 
for publication, but the following extract from the 
consultation book of the 19th of July will sulM- 
dently illustrate the party spirit which prevailed. 

“ The PredLdent acquaints the Board that Mr. 
Elwiek, the Warehouse keeper, lias been very re- 
miss in his business in not having given iii any 
account of the contract ever since it was made, 
and in not having sotted any quantity of cloth 
since the “ Bawson’s” dispatch ; though out of 
perverse, obstinate humour Mr. Elwick pressed 
Mm once or twice, while the merchants were con- 
fined, for tlieir releasemcnt in order to go to sort- 
ing. Mr, Elwick, finding his plea for not sorting 
proved to be nolliing else but an cxeuic for klk- 
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ness, began to be much enraged ; and told the 
President that it would draw very strange stories 
on tbe stage, and that tbe consequence must take 
its course, desiring those words might be minuted 
verbatim ; to which the President made no reply, 
but ordered the Secretary to minute them ac- 
cordingly.’’ 

About this time the attention of the Govern- 
ment was excited by the murder of s Chatty whose 
name is not mentioned. It was a cold blooded 
affair. The murderers were two soldiers, named 
Pobert Grott and Eichard Bighting, who appear 
to have killed their victim for the sake of drink. 
The depositions are lengthy, but the following 
extract will suffice to show how such cases were 
adjudicated on in the Council Boom. 

« Monday, August 1st, 1720. The affair of the 
murder is now resumed. The President acquaints 
the Board, that a Dubash boy (belonging to one 
of the prisoners suspected to be guilty of the mur- 
der) was apprehended at St. Thome ; who being- 
sent for in, deposes that he went with Kobert 
Grott, his master, from his house in company with 
two white men, and a woman, whose names he 
could not tell, to drink toddy at a toddy house ; 
where they stayed till past 12 o’clock at night, at 
which time the two men and the woman left them. 
Then the prisoners Grott and Eighting went to a 
choultry and carried a bottle of arrack ; where they 
saw a man covered over with a clout, fast asleep ; 
whom soon after they awaked by giving him a 
blow with a canc, and at the same time asked for 
fanams to buy arrack. The man answered lie had 
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none. But receiving a blow or two more from 
them, he gave them one fanam, then another^ and 
afterwards a third. Upon continuing their usage 
to him, and repeating their demands, he drew 
down his purse and bid them look if there was 
any more. Then the prisoner Righting told him if 
he had no more than three fanams, he would give 
him more if he would go with him to the Gover- 
nor’s Garden ; but instead of carrying him thither, 
they led him to another garden near the Choultry, 
where he afterguards heard him cry out. The 
Uubash farther deposes that when he would have 

foiowed theate, . ihgrf iiim" iiKl"'la# hitn "be 

gone t ^^3td m he was.^ng away he saw Mghting 
take the club from Grott. After this they went 
to Town, and a soldier, by name Clark (whose 
house they were in) asked them, how came they so 
bloody ; who said they had been fighting. The 
Bubash afterwards went to look for a mat to sleep 
on, and saw Righting look over some silver things ; 
and upon demanding leave to go home, he denied 
him, Clark again asked them how came they so 
bloody ; who replied as before that they had been 
fighting, 

“ Righting being sent for in and interrogated 
concerning what the boy had deposed against him, 
says that he never had the club in his hand, but 
carried the Chetty into the Garden ; upon which 
he was ordered to withdraw^ ; and Grott being 
called in says that Righting took the club away 
from him and killed the man. 

‘‘Righting being brought in again, and ae- 
cjuainted with what his comrade had alleged 
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against iiim, declared that they had been drinking, 
and that the Dubasli boy told Grott that this 
Chetty fellow had money ; upon which Grott went 
to him and asked him for some, when he gave 
him two fanams ; then he demanded two more, 
but he would sot give it them. The deponent 
Eighting, seeing that, took him into a garden, and 
told lot he would oarry 

hii% % til# ; 'M&M fhey ww 

,strUiek'' Mu, with the dlmb 
and kflled him. Grott being calM in, again denies 
what is laid to his charge ; and being asked where 
the Chetty 's silver girdle, his earrings, and other 
things were, avers tliat Eighting took them and he 
his heard nothing pf them since. Upon which 
Eighting was again sent for and asked the same 
question who. «^swered that the Bubash boy 
took them off,, which is all that he knows of the 

" The prisoners being all dismissed the Boom, 
the Board debated upon the affair for some time, 
and then unanimously pronounced them guilty of 
the murder. But the Honorable Company, hav- 
ing not yet procured a power to bring to an Exe- 
cution, it was agreed they should be continued in 
prison and whipped very severely every week as a 
punishment for the disorders they committed as 
i^ldiers/’ 

. .The murder case being thus deposed of, Go- 
vmior^ Hastings poured out the vials of his 
wrath upon Mr. Elwick. He brought forward a 
declaration that he would no longer sit at the 
Council Board whilst Mr. Elwick was present. 



But tlie story is best toW in the laaguage of the 
records. 

^‘Monday, 8th August, IIIO. The President 
acquaints the Board, that he has called this con- 
sultation on a very extraordinary occasion, in order 
to lay before us a declaration concerning the re- 
peat^ afixonts that he had received from Mr. 
Nathaniel Blwick, a member of this Board, and 
also his incapacity for the service of the Honorable 
Company. The said declaration being read before 
the Board, and duly considered ; Mr. Elwick was 
ordered to withdraw ; in pursuance of the Honor- 
abie ‘’li# of the 

Boarf "should' wtiiu# while basiM 

relating to himself were examining, 

“ Mr. Elwick being withdrawn the President’s 
declaration was more matiuely considered ; and 
most of the members of the "Board agreed that 
one or other of them was assured of the truths of 
ail the facts charged on Mr, Elwick by the Presi- 
dent, in relation to his behaviour at this Board as 
well as in this place, 

“ The feels alleged to prove his incapacity ’were 
then considered, and thereupon Mr. Draper the 
Secretary delivered in a report, which was read 
and observed to prove one article of Mr. Eiwick’s 
remissness. All the other instances of his negli- 
gence were well enough known to most of the 
members of the Board, and therefore did require no 
other proof. 

The latter clause of the President’s declarations 
was then considered, wherein he pleased to pubiisli 
Ipa full resolution to sit no longer as President at 
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this Board, if Mx, Elwick should coutinue as a 
member of it. 

Upon recourse to the Honorable Company’s 
letter in order to find out some directions in such 
out of the w&Y cases, no such appeared ; and there- 
fore, we judged it a case of an extraordinary na- 
ture. We observed, however, that suspension is 
made the penalty of a refractory disorderly beha- 
viour, QB wed of negligence and remissness in 
business ; and therefore the President desired the 
opinion of the Board, if Mr. Elwick had not in- 
curred the penalty of suspension. 

“ The matter being debated for sometime, the 
Board thought fit to come to the following agree- 
ment. 

“ That as Mr. Elwick, on account of his refrac- 
tory disorderly and insolent- behaviour to the Pre- 
sident, has most justly incurred the penalty order- 
ed by our Honorable Masters to be indicted in 
such cases, as well as on account of his negligence 
and remissness in his business, which penalty is 
no less than suspension. And as the Honorable 
President has been pleased to put the matters 
upon so important an issue, as to declare to us all 
that he will not sit any longer as President, if Mr. 
Elwick is continued at this Board; we think 
ourselves under a necessity of suspending Mr. 
Elwick, who has been guilty of remissness in 
his business as well as of indecent bebaviour 
to the Pr^ident and to the rest of the 
Board ; rather than to part with the President, 
who has so long suifered Mr. Elwick’s inso- 
lence and passed by his remissness, as well as 
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beliaved liimself to m all witli tlie greatest eaiicloiir, 
iniidriess and decency imagimbie. It Is tlierefore, 
agreed and resoked that Mr. Hatliaiiiel Eiwiek be 
suspended forthwith from the Honorable Com- 
pany’s Service (officio et beneficio) till the Honor- 
able Company’s pleasure be known concerning him. 

As every Member of the Board was allowed 
to give his opinion on this, as well as on all other 
occasions very freely, Messrs. Turner and Benyoii 
declared that they could not agree to suspend Mr. 
Eiwiek ; because they thought the Honorable 
Company’s _ brders did' not allow of ' a siifieieni 
ktitudo for $o' doin^* '■ ^hay 'conic! nol 
but confess that he had Abt behaved himself to the 
President so respectfully as be ought to have 
done” 

Air. Nathaniel Eiwiek subsequently protested 
against the proceedings, and then the matter ended 
for a while. 

The next incident to which we have to draw at- 
tention is a very curious one. Charles Havers, a 
young gentleman who came out as a writer in 
1717, died this year; and left an extraordinary 
will so illustrative of the times that we give it at 
length. Mr. Havers had come out in his eighteenth 
year, and was not twenty-one at the time he died. 
He was the fourth son of Sir Bobert Havers, Ba- 
ronet. His salary appears to have been only £5 
a year, and yet he seems to have been already en- 
gaged in several commercial adventures. The de- 
sire of the young man to have his name and me- 
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mory perpetuated is very ^striking ; but we leave 
the will to tell its own story. 

“Thursday, 2Sncl September, 1720. In the 
name of God, Amen, I, Charles Davers, now of 
Fort St. George in East India, Merchant, being 
of sound and perfect mind and memory, do make 
and ordain this my last will and testament in man- 
ner hni foim fQiipttfeg^ 

“ Imprimis, rVeeommend my soul to God who 
gave it, hoping through the merits of a crucified 
Saviour to obtain a joyful resurrection ; and my 
body I commit to the earth to be decently interred ; 
and for ail such worldly estates, as these which it 
has pleased God to bless me with, I give and 
bequeath as follows ; viz. 

“ Imprimis, I leave unto the Charity School of 
this place 200 pagodas ; and desire the boys belong- 
ing to this School may attend me to the place of 
burial. Item, I leave unto the Master and Mistress 
of said School 20 pagodas each for mourning, I 
wish all piety and learning may attend them, and 
that they may infuse the same into the children, by 
the help of our Blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, Amen. 

“ Item, I leave unto my friend Mr. Thomas 
■Wright 20 pagodas for mourning. I wish ail 
health may attend Mm in this world and happiness 
in the next. 

“ Item, I leave 200 pagodas for a tomb to be 
erected in the burial place in form as follows.' 
Four large pillars, each to be six covids high, and 
six covids distance one from the other ; the top to 
be arched, and upon each pillar a cherubim ; and on 
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the top of the arch the effigy of Justice, lly body 
to be laid in the middle of the four pillars, with a 
handsome stone a top of me, raised about four feet ; 
and this inscriptiou in the stone ; — Here lyeili 
the body of Charles Davers, fourth son of Sir 
liobeit Davexs, Bart, who departed this life 

the-T — - — of^ — —Anno Domini aged — 

The four pillars to be encompassed in with iron 
rails, which are to go from pillar to pillar ; and 
at every square, steps to be raised with stones, so 
as people may read the inscription, 

“ Item, I leave the Hono.alde (governor, Coun- 
cil* and Secretary of this plaofv ^ ^dld ring 
of one pagoda add a half each '' value, will f heso 
w'ords to be engraved m them, “ Charles Da vers, 
obiit,"’ etc. To whom I wish all tranquility, 
health, and prosperity. 

“ Item, I leave unto Dr. Pitchers, the sum of 
30 pagodas in case 1 die of my present illness, 
and that I did not pay him before I died. 

“ Item, I leave unto my friend, Mr. Paul P’ox- 
iey 20 pagoilas for mourning ; to whom I wish all 
health in this world, and happiness in the next. 

Item, I leave unto the Minister that attend 
me 20 pagodas for a ring. 

-Item, I leave unto my friend hir. John Mau- 
bers 20 pagodas for mourning. 

“ Lastly, I leave my two trusty and beloved 
friends Mr. George &ttwel and Mr. Catesby 
Oadham, my two executors of this my last will 
and testament, and desire them to see me carried 
to the place of burial in the manner following viz. 

“ My Corpse to be carried from the Town Hall 
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ai; seven o^cloek at night. I desire that all the 
free merchants of my acquaintance to attend me 
in their palankeens to the place of burial ; and as 
many of the Company’s servants as I have had 
any intimacy within my life time ; that all that 
attend me may have scarves and hat bands decent. 
I desire that Mr. Main, and the Charity Boys, 
may go before my corp^, and sing a hymn ; my 
coi^se to be carried by sis Englishmen or more ; 
if occasion, the minister and the rest of the gentle- 
men following. I desire of the Honorable Gover- 
nor that I may have as many gi*eat guns fired as 
I am years old, which is now almost twenty- one. 
Ill case it is customary to pay the great guns firing 
I desire you to do it. I desire the favour of the 
Captain of the guard to attend me ; and that you 
present him with a goM ring the same as the (Go- 
vernor and CounciL And now as to my Estate. 
1 have 1086 ounces of silver, which my father sent 
me out this year. I am concerned with Mr. Thomas 
d'heobalds in a respondentia bond in the George” 
Brigantine. I have also an adventure with. Cap- 
tain James Hurdis, the prime cost being 72 pa- 
godas and a half. I have at this time in my escri- 
tore about 100 pagodas, besides clothes and 
linen ; an account of which I always keep in my 
escritore. I desire of my tw^o executors to accept 
of 30 pagodas each for mourning ; and each a ring 
orf IS pagodas value, with my name and time of 
death engraved upon it. 

“ After my corpse is buried, which I desire may 
be done very handsomely, the remainder of my 
estate I desire may be laid out in rice, and be 
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given to tlie poor al tlie burial place, as long as it 
lasts. Tills I declare to be luj last will aad 
testament/’ 

Charles Bavees.” 

Intlieearly part of 1721, an event transpired in 
Black Town which appears to have given no little 
ti^nble to the Governor. The Wareiionse Conico- 
piiy had seduced a llajpoot woman residing at 
Madras ; and the strictness of the iileas of honour 
prevailing among the llajpoots, led her relations 
to demand the severest punishment against the 
% offender. Tte stosg m told lU tte fol- 

lowing oitml tom fib 'o^oltiiions. i 
'? ‘‘ThTOday^ Ftbmaiy, If i|, '"Petition 
from Venkatarauze, an inhabitant of this place of 
the llajpoot caste, was presented to the Board ; 
the import of the said petition, being a complaint 
against Davaroy, the Warehouse Conicopiily for 
seducing his sister from her lawful husband, and 
forcibly detaining her when she was demanded by 
himself and her said husband. The President 
thereupon acquainted the Board that this compiaint 
had been made to him singly a few days since ; 
whereupon he confined Mm to the Chouftry, with 
a resolution to re-examine the case at the Board ; 
the complainant being very pressing and impor- 
tunate lor justice ; and being so much exasperated 
at the shame and disgrace which their family was 
like to suffer on the occasion, that they could 
scarcely be restrained from murdering themselves 
as well as tbe woman ; the caste or tribe to which 
they belong being so nicely stiict in their rules 
with regard to matters that concern their honour, 
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that they choose much ratlier to suffer death than 
ignominy or reproach. Davaroy being brought be- 
fore the Board, and examined upon the occasion ; 
he replied that Yenkatarauze came about ten days 
ago to him and told him that his sister had 
returned from the place, to which he sent her up 
in the countrjr, bint that he could not find her. 
Bevaroy added thereupon he sent to one 
Byamoi-Yilievochum a Washerman’s wife and bid 
her look for the and when she had found her 
she told her that her brother desired she might be 
carried to Davaroy’s house. Davaroy added that 
when the girl was brought thither it was very late, 
and that therefore he asked the Washerwoman why 
she brought her at that unseasonable time of night, 
and bid her go away ; but that they desired to 
lodge in the house that night, for fear of being 
taken up by the rounds. That in the morning, just 
before he went to the Fort, he enquired which was 
the Eajpoot woman ; who when she saw him de- 
sired his protection from her friends, who, she 
said, would use her ill whenever she returned to 
them. He affirmed that he then bid her go a 
second time, but she replied, she wms afraid and 
could not go ; and then the Washerwoman told him 
that if he did not keep her from her relations she 
should suffer very much. Whereupon he came to 
the Fort. Davaroy further declared that he could 
not deny but that Venkatanmze came to his house 
the next day, and demanded his sister, as havijig 
heard that she was there ; and that he replied that 
it was not in his power to deliver her up, but that 
he might go to his master. That the third day 
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tlie said YeBkataTanze met Mm m tit© street, 
and^ demanded Ms sister again ; and that he 
replied, that he had been hard at work in the 
Fort, and was very much fatigued, but that he 
Tvoidd talk with him in the morrdng ; when the 
said Venkatarauze wxnt and made his complaint 
to the Governor. 

“ Venkatarauze, the Complainant, being called 
in, and asked concerning the matter in dispiite ; he 
declared that about four months since, having 
heard that his sister frequently went to the afore- 
mentioned Washerwoman's house who Bore no 
very , reputable character, he began to be ap- 
prehensive, iest his sister should be sedu^^I by 
her, if he^ did not timely prevent it ; and that 
therefore he sent her up in the country to some 
relations there, but that lately returning again 
very privately (which however came to his know- 
ledge) he sent to the aforesaid Washerman’s to 
enquire where she was. TheW^asherwoman at first 
replied, that she knew not ; but afterwards assur- 
ed him. she was in the house of Davaroy ; whither 
he accordingly went, and meeting him at home, in- 
treated him to deliver up his sister in order to 
prevent shame and infamy from falling upon their 
whole family, which the detention of his sister 
would unavoidably occasion. The said Venkata- 
rauze farther declares, that the defendant Davaroy 
then returned him for answer, that she was not 
in his house, but some where in the street ; 
that thereupon heing exasperated, he persisted in 
his demands of the girl ; telling him without that 
if he was resolved, himself and family should kill 
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theraseh’es or leave the boiinds ; they would do 
either of the two. To which Davaroy replied, 
^ they might do what they would, but that he could 
* not mc^ke up the matter in less than eight or ten 
day’s time, when the Ships were gone for Europe. 

The Washerwoman being called in, and asked 
concerning this matter, she declared that the Plain- 
tiif Yenkataranze did go to Pavaroy and demand 
fe ulster ; and ife ste EeiMf „was sent 

for by Mm, who bid her look amongst the cooly 
washerwomen for the girl ; "which she did accord- 
ingly, found her, and brouglit her to Davaroy’s 
house, who bid her go away ; tliat they replied it 
was late, and that they were afraid of being taken 
up by the rounds ; for which reason they desired to 
lie there that night. This deponent further al- 
leged, that then Pavaroy permitted them to stay, 
but ordered her take care of the girl, and stay 
with her. In the morning they asked Davaroy 
what they should do with her ; whe repKed she 
might go. The deponent added that she told 
Davaroy, that if the girl returned to her relations 
they would murder her. Whereupon Davaroy 
gave them leave to continue in his house for three 
days ; two of which, this deponent adds, she re- 
mained with the girl ; but confesses that the third 
day she was absent, 

** The sister to the Plaintiff Yenkatarauze, be- 
ing brought before the Board, was asked if Dava- 
rcy was guilty of the several particulars where- 
vsdth he now stood charged. In answer whereto, 
the woman declared in the affirmative and offered 
her oath to the same. 
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"" The foregoing deposilions being heard and 
Mly considered ; Davatoy was remanded to the 
Choultry, and - the several persons concerned in 
this affair, dismissed the room.”' 

This aftair was debated at very great length, 
and occupies an important place in the records. 
The case was subsequently handed over to the ar- 
bitration of the heads of the castes, and Bavaroy 
was sentenced to pay the sum of four hundred 
pagodas. 

Our next extract refers to the general state of 
affairs in the Bekkap* It has already been oien- 
tSdned that Hi' Khan -Sml lieea , assassi- 

Mted, and thal EMidc Sllian, alas Kwm- 
ooI-Moolk, was Stibah the Bekkan. The entry 
though short may be useful to the historian. 

I'uesday, 2ist March, 1721. Ike President 
acquaints the Board that he has received repeated 
advices from our spy peons at the Nabob’s Camp, 
relating to Cheen Kulick Khan’s coming this way 
with a teiy powerful army ; that he (Cheen Kulkk 
Khan) had summoned all the Nabobs of this coun- 
try to come id him to give an account of their 
jnanngetnent • and that it is thought he will come 
to Ginjee. The President therefore proposes to every 
one to consider, whether his coming this way may 
not prejudice the Honorable Company’s affairs, if 
we do not send a present, attended with proper 
persons to treat with him. The President further 
acquaints the Board that it is reported Diaram is 
with him *, but as there is no certainty of it at pre- 
sent, he intends to make further enquiry.” 

Abotit this timfe Governor Hastings was m- 
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gaged in an enquiry into the murder of two Eng- 
lishmen at Sjriam in Pegs. The event excited 
considerable attention at the time, but has long 
since been devoid of interest. The main features 
however may be related as illustrative of the mode 
in which the British traded with Pegu about a 
century and a half s^o 

In 1720 a Captain Heron resided at Syriam, a 
few miles to the somth-east of Kangoon, in the 
character of British Resident ; and it had been 
customary on the arrival of any of the Company’s 
ships at the Syriam river, for Captain Heron to 
transact all the necessaiy business with the Prince 
of Syriam, or even the King of Pegu, and to give 
the supercargo such aid and advice as lay in his 
power. About this time the Company’s ship “ Lusi- 
tania,” with Mr. Steplien Orme as Supercargo, ar- 
rived at the Syriam river, Por the first day or two 
Mr. Orme lodged at Captain Heron’s house, and all 
things went on smoothly. Mr. Orme however re- 
fused the proffered assistance of Captain Heron, and 
acted for himself. He made his own presents to 
the Prince of Syriam, and rejected the aid of Cap- 
tain Heron’s overseer whilst conducting the re- 
pairs of his vessel. A coolness naturally sprung np 
between the two, which was greatly increased 
when Mr. Orme not only took a separate house, 
but hoisted the English flag in his compound. 
The quarrel soon extended to the subordinates ; 
and whenever the Lascars of the “ Lusitania” went 
ashore they were obstructed and affronted by the 
Lascars of Captain Heron. The former requested 
Mr. Orme that they might be permitted to resent 
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tkese affronis ; brnfe ke replied ihd ke should 
severely poBisk mj om of kis crew wko skoald 
make any attack upon Captain Heron’s men unless 
ke kad received the krst blow. 

Under these promising circumstances the time 
came round for the Mussulman feast called ** Hossein 
Jossen/® and Ike feast of lamsee better known 
as the Mokurriim. This festival is celebrated by 
dancing round large fires in the vicinity of the 
Mosque, together with mock fighting which gene- 
rally ended in real bioi^s. Accordingly Captain 
Heron had never, peraitted any -'EagiishmM to go 
n^t -i^ase festivi^* and had vaiy oflen prwv^^ted 
the Lascars from doing Above ail it was stricijr 

forbidden that any one should carry English colours 
on the occasion. It seems however that a number 
of Lascars from the ** Lusitania,” together with 
others from some Moors ships, went to the feast, 
fallowed at a distance by five Europeans. Whether 
colours were carried or not appears to be uncertain. 
But an affray broke out, in which Coj^ Zackaiy^, 
an Armenian merchant at Sjriam, interfered at the 
head of his Lascars 5 being also accompanied by the 
Lascars of Captain Heron. It was in this affray 
that the Chief Mate and Gunner were murdered at 
the dii-ect instigation of Cojee Zachary. We quote 
the deposition of one of the witnesses as a sample 
of the whole. 

“ I, the under written Maiioel DeMonte, inha- 
bitant and married in tins city of Madras, do 
hereby declare that I being in Syriam in the time 
that the Moors made their feast ; we, the Lascars 
belonging to the Frigate called the Lusitsuia/* 
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and some Moor's Ships, joined at night and were 
going to the phtcd where the feast was kept ; and 
when we came to the Street wherein lives the 
Moors Calafa, we met the Lascars of Cojee Zachary 
and Captain Heron, The streets being very 
narrow, we could not pass by them in a body, and 
the Pilot of the Frigate (who was in oiir Com- 
pany) went and desked them friendly to go for- 
ward, or grant m Eb^y to pass them. Instead 
of hearing Ms petition, one of the Moors insulted 
him and gave him many blows. We seeing that, 
we all arose against them and made them pre- 
sently run away ; and so continued our inarch to 
the place where the feast was kept. A little while 
after came Cojee Zachary on horse back, with a 
lance in his hand (made after the country fashion) ; 
and after him his Xfascars, and some of the natives, 
all armed with sticks and stones. The Pilot of the 
Frigate perceiving Zachary, he went to him and 
took the reins of his bridle in his hand, and beg- 
ged of Zachary not to take notice of what had 
happened. Zachary gave him no answer, and 
shaking his head he went round the fire ciy- 
ing, “ Beat the dogs and immediately 
the quarrel began, which grew so great that 
our people all run away, except the Pilot and 
Gunner of the Frigate. Zachary, spying them out 
ordered his people to beat them ; and he went 
himself to assist them, and with the lance that he 
carriedin his hand, he wounded the Pilot, of 
which wound the Pilot fell on the ground. 
Zachary perceiving that, and that the Gunner was 
yet safe and running away, he ordered his people 
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to run after him and bring him back ; which thej 
did and beat him in the presence of Zachary till 
the Gunner fell dead ; which Zachary perceiving, 
and it being near the fire round which the Moors 
celebrated the ceremony of their feast, he ordered 
to bring a light ; and looking on and examining 
the two corpus, and finding they were dead, he re» 
tired to his house. To the truth of which, being 
acted in my presence, I standing all the while in 
a house near the place, where all this was acted, 

I do hereby declare and certify, and take my oath 
on the holy Evangelist in Madras, this 8th day of 
May, ink 

The next day Mr. Onne, appealed to the Prince 
of Syriam for justice against Cojee Zachary, but 
appears to have been greatly obstructed by Cap- 
tain Heron. The information was transmitted to 
the king of Ava, and the latter ordered “ that 
Zachary should be in the sun three days, be bored 
through his cheeks and cut in his back seven times, 
and pay a hundred viss of silver ; and that each 
one of all the others concerned should receive one 
hundred blows; provided that Captain Heron 
would declare in the public Honda that the w'hole 
story was true.” It would seem that Zachary es- 
caped punishment ; and on reaching Madras Mr. 
Orme charged Captain Heron before Governor 
Hastings with having been bribed to screen the 
murderer. It will be sufficient to say that the 
charge of bribery fell to the ground, but that Cap- 
tain Heron received a severe reprimand from the 
Court of Directors. 

It was soon after this inquiry that the Gover- 
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norship of Mr. Francis Hastings was brought 
abruptly to a close. The quarrel with Mr. Elwick 
was brought to an unfavorable termination ; for 
instead of his suspension being confirmed, he was 
appointed G-ovemor of Fort St. George and Mr. 
Hastings was removed. The proceedings are some- 
what obscure, the General letters from the Court of 
J)ire 0 tors bang mining. i "ffe can therefore only 
entpr tftor #hich Mr. 

tianidEMci 'tok M&i^t in liie Frfe^denf a 

chair. 

“ Sunday, 15th October, 1721. Ships ‘‘ Heath- 
cote’’ and “ Marlborough” (belonging to the 
Honorable Company), arrived this afternoon from 
Great Britain ; by whom received two packets from 
the Honorable Court of Directors, directed to the 
Honorable Nathaniel Elwick, Esq., President and 
Governor, William , Jennings, Nathaniel Turner, 
Eichard Benyon, Catesby Oadham, JohaEmmer- 
son, Eandal Fowke, James Hubbard, and George 
Drake. All except Mr. Jennings immediately met 
in the Consultation Eooni in the Fort ; where all 
the Company’s servants, both Civil and Military, 
and other inhabitants, were summoned ; and on 
their appearance the packet was opened and the 
Commission read to them, after which they 
withdrew.” 
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chair, the new GoYernor asked the Secretary for 
the Cash book, in order that he might see the 
balance ; but found that it was closed up only to 
the end of the previous month, and that no entry 
of receipts or disbursements had been made for 
the month of October, Accordingly, as it was too 
late to examine th6 actual state of the cash 
that evening, the cash chest was sealed up, and 
the key 6f the GodoWn in which the silver was 
kept, called the Silver Oodown, was delivered up ; 
and Mr. Hastings, the late President, and Mr. 
Cooke, the Secretary, were requested to be present 
in the morning to see them both opened. 

On the following morning the council assembled 
in the Consultation Room. Mr. Hastings was not 
present, but Air. Cooke was sent for to see the 
Silver Godovvn opened. The proceedings may 
here be described in the language of the official 
entry. 

“Monday, 16th October, 1721. Mr. Thotnas 
Cooke being sent for, pursuant to an order of 
yesterday’s Consultation, to see the Silver Godown 
opened and the treasure delivered, acquaints the 
Board that there is none at all in the Godown ; he 
having sold the last 29 chests by an order of Mr. 
Hastings, since the Consultation of the 2nd in- 
stant, at 14 dollars per 10 pagodas ; which he in- 
tended to have rep03tel the first Consultation 
that should have been held. He was asked to pay 
in the produce of Ihh Mlver, hut he answered he 
had hot ^ ifeefeiyed ' hM 

that, as he had sold it without any authority, they 
looked upon him to be accountable for it ; and de- 
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manded wkai security he could gi?e for the pay- 
ment of it. In answer to’ 'irhicli he desired time 
till the afternoon, when he doubted not he should 
be able to give security to our satisfaction. He 
was then ordered to withdraw, and acquainted we 
should want him by and by.” 

^ “ The President then acquaints the Board that 
he sent to Mr. Hastings, to desire to speak with, 
him upon the matters of his cash account. Ac- 
cordingly Mr. Hastings attended the President at 
the Fort, where they had a private conference in, 
the .President’s room,; the result thereof from Mr. 

ly^s, that he wa$ deficient in lie c^h 
count, but that he would in ^ven days time make 
it good and deliver in the cash account with the 
balance. In the mean time he desired to reside at 
the garden for his health and convenience ; and 
likewise desired leave to retire to the l^Iount till 
the next ship sails for England, on which he hopes 
to embark. 

Mr, Thomas Cooke was again seat for to the 
Board, and the money fmr the 29 chests of silver 
demanded of Mm. He answered he could not at 
present comply therewith, but that in twenty day’s 
time he w'ould make good the amount of what tiie 
39 chests sold for. Upon which the Board insisted 
on security till he has paid the money. He an- 
swered at present he had not any to offer, but that 
he would go and get security. Accordingly he 
was acquainted we should meet again at four 
o’clock, and that then we shall expect he brings it 
with him.” 
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Foiu' 0 clock came, when the following disens- 
sion took place in the Consultation Boom. 

“ Cooke attends the Board (according to 
order m tMs morning’s consultation), and acquaints 
the Board tiiat the late President will be answer- 
able for the amount of the sale of the 29 chests of 
Measure ; and if the Board ddes''not think the late 
.^idents bond for the same sufficient security 
that he IS wrUing to enter into the bond Mth Mm 
for the iandtiEt of the j and t^ag 'pres^d for 

a sum of money forthwith ini part, he answered, he 
hoped in five or six. days to be able to pay in on 
account of the said silver about ten or twelve 
thousand pagodas. Upon wMch he was ordered 
to withdraw till the Board had considered further 
on the affair,’ : • ■ 

_ “Agreed that the iafel)resideht’and Mr. Cooke’s 
joint bond is no security to the' Honorable Com- 
pany for the 29 chests of treasdrb; for a bond 
without assets being joined with it and made over 
to the amount of the said treasure, is no more 
than an acknowledgment of the debt. 

“Agreed that as the President designs this 
evening to return Mr. Hasting’s visit to him this 
morning, that he does discourse Mr. Hastings on 
the subject of his debt on his cash accouhtt and 
Mr. Cooke b debt account, viz. the 29 chests of 
I and that the President desires to know 
of Mr. Hiistings if he MU give security for his 
debt on aeconnt of the cash if "'as also for Mi-. 
Cooke’s debt bh account the' 29 chests of silver • 
and that the Board do wait the President’s return’ 
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ia order to debate further oa, tfe, matter w%kh 

lias already taken us up a great deal of 

Late in tlie evening there Was another consulta- 
tion, the proceedings of which Jire thus recorded. 

The Fi*esident reports to the Board, that he 
havihg been with the kte 'Fresideat Mr. llaslii^s 
to return his visit of the morning, did according 
to agreement discourse Mr. Hastings on tlic 
atfair of his cash account, and the 29 chests of trea- 
sure disposed of by Mr. Thomas Cooke ; and tluit 
having ^inanded the money, or sufficient security 
for e^ch,. tlite tale Frekteii did thereupon ' wplj to 
Mm, that he would certainly on the day after to- 
morrow (wMch he said wee' ae -sox^i as an affair of 
that nature could be transacted) pay him the ba- 
lance of the cash account in money, diamonds, or 
other sufficient security ; and that as to the affair of 
the 29 chests of silver, he desires till the time is 
elapsed which the said silver was sold at ; and con- 
cluded with desiring that no unkind expressions 
or entries be made upon our Consultation Book to 
slur his reputation. To which the President re- 
plied, he found no member of the Board any way 
inclined thereto. 

Agreed that the Board will wait till the day 
after to-morrow, and expect the late President 
Mr. Hastings’ performance of his promise, unless 
in the meantime there should appear cause for the 
contrary/’ 

During the interval Mr. Hastings was taken 
dangerously ill. Accordingly on the Wednesday, 


m 
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being the day fipd for paying the balance of the 
cash, the following entries are recorded, 

“ Wednesday, ] 8th October, 1721. The Pre- 
sident reports that npon hearing of the late Presi- 
dent’s dangerous illness, he sent for Mr. Cooke, 
and demanded of Mm seeurity for the 29 chests of 
treasure which he has disposed of out of the Ware- 
house. He replied he could not give in security 
fOT the same. Whereupon the President thought 
himself obliged to deHver him to the Captain of 
pe Guard’s charge ; hut that upon his request, he 
had permitted him to remain in the lodgings of the 
Warehouse under sentinels.” 

Mr. Cooke being thus confined as security for 
the 29 chests of sEver, the next thing to be con- 
sidered was what was to be done about the cash 
balance. Cn perusing a rough draft of the cash 
hook, it was discovered that Mr. Hastings was 
indebted to the company more than seventy-two 
thousand pagodas j whEst the amount of cash 
actually remaining in the treasury may be gathered 
from the foUowing extract of the” same date as the 
foregoing, 

Wednesday, continued. Mr. Walsk broiigbt 
the key of the cash chest and opened it ; upon 
which there was found, in money one Eanam, and 
some I’lrmaims and Husbulhookimis ; being 29 
from ^ the Mogul, and the Commission for trydng 
the pirates ; also a paper with blue seals, said to 
be a purse belonging to Dalton deceased in Pegu 
These were all the things found in the chest, ex- 
cept some empty pagoda bags. Mr. Walsh being 



mh-mi iliSTOBif Of liAMAS. 3af 

askod if lie broEgfet . my message fern Mt. Ilai^i- 

ings, answered he had none. 

“ Agreed that to-morrow morning the late Pre- 
sident’s cash account be drawn out, sent to him, 
and the balance demanded to be forthwith paid ; 
and after having had a long debate upon the mat- 
ter, it was also agreed that the President do give 
orders to the Captain of the Guard for securing 
the pei’son of the late President from making his 
escape from the place till such time as that he has 
paid the Honorable Company, what he owes them 
on Ms cash account and the 29 chests of siirer re- 
ported to be sold Mr. Coole/^,. , . ■' , 

Hotwithstanding . Hik stoguWy 'empty stiiie of 
the Silver Godown and Treasury Chest/ Mr. Hast- 
ings scarcely appears to have been a dishonest 
man ; and it was only the sudden manner in which 
he was required to vacate the chair that caused the 
deficiency. On the next day he paid in ten thou- 
sand pagodas ; On the Saturday following he de- 
posited diamonds to the value of twenty thousand 
pagodas more, and a few days afterwards gave 
ample security for the remainder. Unfortunately 
for him the illness with which he had been attack- 
ed proved fatal. The following simple entries tell 
their own stoiy. 

‘ ‘ T uesday , 1 2 th December, 1721. hlr . Francis 
Hastings, late President, desires leave to go home 
on the Marlborough,” which is granted, believing 
the security we have on the Honorable Company’s 
account more than sufficient to answer their de- 
mands ; the very ill state of health he is in, and 
the little iikeliliood of his life if he continues hcare. 
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beiii^ safficient motives thereto. We have also 
permitted his servant, Thomas Newton, to go 
with him ; he being as Mr. Hastings says a very 
useful servant to him, and has long since served 
his time to the Honorable Company. 

“ Friday, 1 bth December, 1721. This evening 
died the late President, Francis Hastings, Esq.” 

The year 1721 was rendered memorable by a 
great storm, which took place during the ^ North 
East monsoon, and occasion^ very great damage. 
The records describe exactly the same kind of 
weather which still visits the coast of Coromandel 
at intervals ; but in addition to the terrors of the 
storm, it would seem that in cases of shipwreck 
some fears were entertained of the Moors, though 
not to the same extent as in former years. The 
tollowing extracts will describe the commotion 
which attended such an event a hundred and forty 
years ago. ^ 

“ Monday, 13th November, 1721. The Captain 
of the “ King George” having yesterday in the af- 
ternoon received his dispatches, was this momino* 
to take his leave of the President, who went with 
him to the Sea Gate to see him off ; but the surf 
running very high, he could not get over, but 
hoped for meeting with an opportunity in the 
afternoon ; but the wind and weather increased 
rather than abated, growing very thick to the 
north east. As the evening ^ ■’ 

‘greater abmu 
'ling that n . 

Allia: 
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than yesterday, and increased towards noon to a 
^at storm. The rapidity of the waters out of 
the counter was so great that it broke two of our 
bndg^, that next to the Tort and the other on the 
road towards TnpHeane. At the former of these 
there was at least two feet fall, which must be a 
prodigious stream to so small a bridge ; and as to 
the other it was harfy dry, so consequently the 
more liable to this disaster. The whole Island 
was overflowed, and nothing all round us to be 
seen but water, tops of hedges and trees. The 

mtts add Bools esBteW away uiptt df the 
Mi^uatfaodjoor people#' hoasds'fo the'wJjtfrbs 
of Madras. The weatlier at one' o’clock in the 
afternoon was so thick and hazy that we could 
not see a stone east round us ; and notwith- 
standing we are extremely alarmed at frequent 
finngs from the ships in the road all this afternoon 
yet we cannot do anything for the security either 
ofour Honorable Masters’ goods, ships or treasure • 
the surf flying quite iip to the gates, and impossi- 
ble for almost anytiiiag to live upon the sea 
“ “ 15th November. Tins morning the wind be- 
gan to abate and the weather to clear up ; but 
on our looking out into the road we could perceive 
only one ship remaining, which in the afternoon 
we heard was the “ Heathcote.” The Ohipf Mot. 
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Thome, to be her. Captains Elliston, Warden, and 
Crossing, and Mr. Bates, CMef Mate of the 
“ Marlborough/’ desired horses to go down and 
see her, and look if any more were to be seen to 
the southward, but after all that they could do it 
was impossible for them to get over the river, so 
they were obliged to return. We endeavoured 
immediately after that to send off anchors and 
caM^ to the Marlborough,"” who made firetjuent 
signals of distress ; but the boat we put the cable 
into (and in which the Chief Mate was going) fill- 
ed and split to pieces. However we with much 
ado got off a cable that afternoon, and the Chief 
Mate went aboard. As soon as he xvas there he 
hoisted his Ensign in the fore shrouds, the signal 
agreed upon in case of another ship in distress 
below there j butnotwithjstandbig all that we could 
do, we were obliged to defer sending an anchor till 
the next morning. 

” We also ordered three boats to be got ready 
and seven soldiers to go in each boat ; Captains 
Warden, ElHston, and Crossing, whose ships and 
brigantine were missing, went one in each of 
them. Bnt an accident prevented that wherein 
Captain Warden was from proceeding, which wus 
her oversetting ; by which misfortune a Seijeant 
and three men were drowned.* 

The Honorable President in the morning, per- 
ceiving the ships were .missing, dispatched 1 00 
perns to the southward ajong the sea side to see 
if any wrecks, came fs1iore,^4mtthe rivers being, so 
very de^p afid r^pW/ ‘"W# under 

winter, that the peon#cbtild not pass ; so that had 
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uot any intdEgence tOl the l?tii in tEe afternoon 
from tke Cbief of Coveiong. HowcFer it was 
judged ne(»ssaiy to have an account of the above- 
mentioned signal, in order to send the men as be- 
fore related. Captain Crossing was in the first 
boat tiiat went off that evening ; whea he got 
aboard the Marlborough” fired one gun, winch 
was agreed to be done if the signal on the fore 
shrouds in the ev-^kg was not a mistake. 

"‘ A Letter from Captain Tolson^s Chief Mate 
to him, of this day's date, giving an account of the 
storm is hereunder entered. 

^"Heathcote,'* NoTember 17 tL 17 ^ 1 . 

Captain Tolson, 


Tliese are to inform you tliat the ship has 
met with no further misfortune than the loss of the 
Long boat and the parting of our small Bower 
Cable ; though I must confess it is less than ex- 
pected. It is impossible to rdate the extremity of 
weather we had as to the Ships. I cannot tell 
further of them than that ship to the Southward of 
St. Thome I take to be the Marlborough.” The 
‘‘ Dartmouth” I see drive yesterday in the after- 
noon ; the weather coming on so thick saw no 
more of her. The “ King George” I saw yester- 
day noon. The brigantine we saw nothing of, 
which impute to the thickness of the weather at 
that time; but heartily wish they may be well, 
which I much doubt. The “ King George”, she 
being a very pestered ship, or indeed the rest, I 
cannot see what they could do by aroinsr to 
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with the wind at north east, and north east by 
east, and siieh a grown sea . 

I am Sir, 

Your most humble Servant, 

Eoger Hale.” 

16th November, The Honorable President 
received a letter from Captain Eiliston on board 
the Marlborough/* acquainting us she rode in 
six fathom water, and that since eight o*dock 
Tuesday morning she had seen neither of the other 
Ships, but she h^ lost four anchors, and had only 
their sheet anchor left ; but that they had one of 
the Company's stocked, and desired timber to 
stock another, and a large Cattamaran to carry 
their anchors out to work farther off shore. I'he 
President forthwith sent them an anchor of 25 tons 
weight ready stocked, on a large Cattamaran, ac- 
cording to their desire, and they have immediately 
gone out in deeper water, and now she is very safe, 
‘‘ Captain Tolscm also communicated to us a 
letter that he received from his ]\Iate, importing 
the ship laboured prodigiously during all that 
Hurricane, which has forced all the oakum out of 
her upper works ; tlxat they rode almost under 
water which had damaged very much their provi- 
sions ; that their sheet cable and best bower were 
both rubbed veiy much, and the outward cable to 
the best bower anchor 'very bad; that she had 
worked down aE the cabins in the steerage, and 
the hulk head, and broke all iheir hen coops to 
pieces,' Late . 11: . n%ht the President received a 
letter from Captmns Elliston and Crossing, two 
miles off Covelong, importing they had met nothing 
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like ^ a wreck in their way, but a Long boat and 
David which they believed bdonged either to the 

Marlborough” or ” Heathcote.” 

“Friday, 17th November, 1721. The Presi- 
dent acquaints the Board that, by peons sent from 
hence, he received advice about noon from the 
Chief of Covelong, that a ship is drove ashore 
about eight miles to the Southward of said ; 
and that 5 chests and 20 Europeans are come 
ashore and seized by the Moors ; but what ship i$ 
stranded, the peons could not tell the name of. 

“ Agreed that the Heathcote” be forthwith or- 
dered under sail to the wreck ; that twenty Euro- 
peans and Captain Sutherland be sent upon her to 
protect the wreck, with ten Lascars and ammuni- 
tion, as also sixty spare arms for the Ship’s Com- 
pany ; with aU other necessaries and as many 
Mussoolas as can be spared, together with suck 
as we can borrow from St. Thome. Fourteen 
Europeans are already at Covelong, under com- 
mand of Captains EUiston and Crossing, as also 
twenty Lascars.” 

“Friday, 17 th November, 1721. Eeceived a let- 
ter from the Chief of the Flemings at Covelong, 
advising that an English Ship was stranded at 
Mauvelipuram, and that the people that we sent 
down were arrived there ; that the Moors at his 
intereession treated them very well ; let them have 
two palankeens, and a horse to go to the wreck, 
and enquire news of the others that were missing ; 
that they had secured all the sailors, but upon the 
Captain’s request had released them again ; and 
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he assures us that the Moors will not in the least 
hinder but rather be assisting to us in this affair ’* 
We now turn to an incident, which is by no 
me^swithout a parallel in the early history of 
Madras, and which at the same time is very sioui- 
a CrOTemors of Port St. George appear 
about this period to have each had some very 
devCT Native acting for them under the name of 
m Witeh ; and this Governor’s Dubash not only 
tran^ted all the private business of his masten 
such as sales purchases, but was frequently 
gmty of extortion and oppression towards his 
Mow countiymen, of which no one can have the 
shghtest con^ption who is not intimately ae- 
the native character. Of course 
ate the dmth or departure of a Governor many of 
these acts of tyranny came out, and the Duhash was 
made to disgorge a portion of his ill gotten gains. 
Ihus some toe ate the death of Mr. Hastings, 
iis Duhash Mar Kistna, got into trouble ; though 
we may remark m passing, that his evU deeds were 
subsequently left in the shade by another Native 
^^^^fterwards acted as Duhash to Governor 

The stoiy of Governor Hasting’s Duhash is 
however somwhat singular from the fact of this 
dever extortioner being of a joenlar ahd musi- 
um ; and indeed seems to have been a 
Ipe of a . character but little known to the 
a eonvivial Hindoo. 
Diekens tells a story of a London cabman who was 
sentemM to sohtary confinement for six weeks 
having thrashed a fare ■” and who there- 




icij upun flis 0acK: and sang comic songs 
ail daj.^ It does however seem somewhat strange 
that a similar character should have turned up in 
the records of this Presidency. We give the 
original entry. 

Saturday, 8th September, 1722. We have ac- 
quainted the Honorable Court of Directors that 
we had secured Mar Kistna, llx, Hasting^s Du- 
bash, whom we had severe complaints against 
lor large debts owing to sundry persons, and other 
indirect management. He hath now either made 
full satisfaction, 


He hath now either made 
.or given security for ail the 4^- 
mands that have appeared i^ainst him, except 
a debt to Amerash Tacca, a company's merchant, 
and to the estate of his master Hastings. His 
criines are so enormous that they call for public 
punishment, that he may be an example to future 
Dubashes how they make use of their Master’s 
power in an unwarrantable manner. He at pre- 
sent complains of a lameness in his limbs, how 
real we cannot determine ; but shall leave the de- 
termination of his case till the Europe ships are 
gone. He always had a lodging in the Fort, and a 
sentry upon ^ him, and had the liberty of his ac- 
quaintance, till the Company’s Merchants reported 
that he lived so jocular with his singing master 
attent^g him, that he would never think of pay- 
ing him his money ; which was above two months 
since, when the President ordered him, into the 
Ensign’s room upon the Main Guard, and the 
door to be shut ; though how’^ever he still ob- 
serves a constant levee at his window every 
morning.” 
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The following extract will funiish a sufficient 
illustration of Mar Kistna’s proceedings. 

“ Saturday, Sth September 1722. 

“ A Declaration of Tombee Chetty and Moota 
Venkitta Cketty. 

'‘We, Tombee Chetty and Moota Venkitta 
Chetty, do hereby declare that Mar Kistna sent 
for and told we had entered into a con- 

tea^ wlfefe We , oiiMit 

'Ihe iOiH' pag^s, W&k 

he then demanded; Upon our refusing give 
the said money, he went and told the Governor 
some false stories, which occasioned us to be con- 
fined one day at the Gardens. About 12 o’clock that 
night the peons carried us to Mar Kistna’s house, 
when we asked why we put him to so much trouble 
without any reason. He answered, that if we 
would lay down 5000 pagodas we may go free, or 
else we should be confined in the Choffitry. Not- 
withstanding those threats we still refused to give 
any money. Then he sent us to the Choul- 
try, and put us in a close prison, where two men 
can scarce stand ; and ordered the peons not to 
let us go out without the door upon any account 
whatsoever, but made us eat and drink and live 
entirely in that little place. About four or five 
days after he gave orders that we should not have 
any provisions whatsoever, but once in four days, 
ai^ then only a little rice and water, and of that 
not half enough to satisfy our appetites. One day 
we lighted a lamp m the said godown ; which Mar 
Kistna saw, and c^teed it immediatdy to be put 
out. Sometime after, we sent a man to the said 
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Mar Kistna to ask kka kow he could be so barbar- 
ous to us. He answered, that we should not be re- 
leased uidess we would give the said 5000 pagodas ; 
telling tlie said serrant that if w^e would give the said 
money, to come and tell him ; if not, not to come 
to him again; and then he ordered the peon to push 
the said man out of his house. Sometime after he 
sent a man to us to tell us that if we would give 
3000 pagodas we should be free ; which we refused. 
Sometime after 2000 pagodas ; then that we should 
be released for 1500 pagodas. Lastly he sent 
word, if we would directly lay down 1000 pagodas 
vre should, be , Bui he 

could not get mj iimg Jpom us i» increased his 
barbanty to the utmost of his power, and then 
released us, all which was by the persimsioii of 
Mar Kistna. Therefore we hope this Honorable 
Board will examine this affair.' ’ 

The subsequent treatment of Mar Kistna may 
be gathered from the following extracts. 

“ Wednesday, 10th Odx>ber, 1722. Agreed 
that Mar Kistna be, as he has petitioned, permit- 
ted to go about Town under a guard of peons and 
Talliars in the day time, to gather in his effects, 
in order to satisfy what he owes to the estates of 
Messrs. Hastings, Wright, and other creditors ; 
that the Petitioners be permitted to sue Kistna in 
the Mayor’s Court if they please, and that the 
peons and Talliars eveiy night do return Mar 
Kistna to his confinement, till he has satisfied all 
his creditors.” 

“ Tuesday, 11th December, 17^2. Petition of 
Mar Kistna read, setting forth that being under 
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confinement at the Fort, and not having con- 
veniences proper to take the necessary physic for 
recovery of his health, it is agreed he be delivered 
to the charge of the Chief Peon, and Taliar, and 
that he remains at his own house.’" 

After this Mar Kistna managed to satisfy all his 
creditors and obtained his liberty. 

The following extracts regarding the Armenians 
will be found interesting, as throwing light upon 
the mode in which tr^e was carried on in the 
olden time. Our readers will bear in mind the 
distinction between the Company’s trade, and the 
trade carried on by the Company’s servants and 
merchants of the place. 

** Monday, 27th April, 1724. The President 
told the Board that the Armenians had for a long 
time behaved themselves in a very insolent haughty 
manner ; and had rendered themselves not only 
undeserving the great privileges granted them, 
but likewise obnoxious to the Government by 
several actions, contrary to the rules and regula- 
tions thereof ; and that he had ordered them to 
attend the Board to answer to several facts he 
had to charge them with. The first was that 
Codejee George, and the rest of the owners of the 
Ship London,” had imported great part of the 
Ship’s Cargo at Pondicherry, to the amount of 
12,000 pagodas, contrary to the orders of the 
Company ; as would fully appear from their letter 
of the 7th April 1708, where they order the native 
inhabitants to be expelled the bounds, if they carry 
the trade to St. Th^om6 to the prejudice of the 
customs of Madras • which by parity of reason 
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Mds the same with resp^t ■ to Poiiciielierry, since 
wherever the goods are imported, still the customs 
are lost to them. He, the President, likewise pro* 
(iueed the Company’s letter of the 19th December 
1719, where are these remarkable words, speaking 
of the French, — that none of oiir Servants, whether 
Europeans or Indians, nor any of our Mercliants 
or Brokers, be permitted to buy or sell for them, 
or otherwise assist them, in their trade or iiier- 
ehaiidize. He added that Codejee Petrus, an 
Armenian lately arrived from Manilla, awl 
an inhabitant of this place, had contracled 
with the French this very year for S0,000 dollars 
worth of goods upon fi:e%M ; ' and that besides 
they had encouraged one Bassilio, a subject of 
Manilla, to come hither and carry awav the freight 
from this place ; ail which actions tend greatly to 
the damage of the Company with respect to their 
customs, and to the place itself, by encouraging 
foreigners and destroying the navigation of the 
Englisli. He addetl that this evil had been long 
growdng to the height it now is, and that as it is 
daily increasing, if the Board do not take some 
measures to prevent it, the commerce of ^latiras 
must inevitably fall away to nothing. 

“ The matter being sometime debated, and the 
privileges granted the Armenians duly considered, 
they were called in and told that it was the ex.- 
press orders of the Company, that no inhabitant 
of Madras shoiihi Ijc allowed to import goods in 
any ibreign s^^tilcment to the prejudice of tlu; ciis- 
toms of this place. Likewise that none umle;* the 
English in’otecUon \ver(‘ ?o aid and assi'-d od!-” 
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nations in their trade and navigation, to the detri- 
ment of the English. They affirmed that they 
never had done any thing of this kind ; but being 
presssed with the importation of goods at I'oiidi- 
elierry, Codejee George assured the Board that he 
knew nothing of the doing of it till the goods 
were ashore and sold ; and as to the contract 
with the French, Codejee T;Fetras told them that 
BOttcy of Spaniands 

there, and ' toother Axmenkn 

upon the French Ship, and that his orders were to 
riltiirn it on the same Ship. 

They were then ordered to withdraw, and 
after some small debate it was agreed to overlook 
what was past, but to let them know that if they 
were guilty of such practices for the future, they 
should be proceeded against with the utmost 
rigour, in compliance with the orders of our 
Honorable Masters. They were called in accord- 
ingly, and told the resolution of the Board ; to 
u hich tlicy promised due obedience ” 

“ Wednesday, 20th May, 1724. The Armenians 
not taking warning by the late orders given them 
at the Board, nbut growing more insolent ; and 
having since engaged with one Agostinho Bassilio, 
who is a Spaniard and come to this place, where 
he has offered freight at a lower rate than has for 
many years been ciistomaiy, to the vast prejudice 
of the trade and navigation of this place ; it was 
propb^d to put a stop to such proceedings ; but 
this being a matter of great moment, after somvi 
debate about the methods to be used in smdi a 
case, the Board thought firt to defer coming to a 
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l■esoll^tioll thereupon till thej had more fully eon- 
sidered itd’ 

» Tuesday, 26th May, 1724. Tlie Board then 
resumed the debate concerning the Armenians, 
and the Manilla freight, which was deferred the 
last consultation day ; and it was agreed by the 
wdiole Board that, if some measures were not taken 
to prevent it, the trade of this place would he en- 
tirely lost to the English and given to Foreigners. 
-But as the Company have given grout immunities 
to that set of men, it was urged that we could not, 
without infringing those priviegea, prevent their 
trading on the best telrms they coiilcL ' To which 
it was replied that the contract mentioned was an 
obsolete one ; and that even at that time it was 
made the Company complained that the circum- 
stances of the times obliged them to grant greater 
immunities than they would otherwise have done, 
and that probably w^hen those circumstances 
should be altered they might make some altera- 
tions therein ; by which it appeared, the (Jompany 
themselves did not thoroughly approve of the grant- 
ing such privileges. It was added u})oii tliis si<]e 
that the Armenians had long ago forfeited the 
pri vileges granted them, by carrying on their trade 
to and from Europe on the Banes* ships, and now 
more recently by contracting with tiie French, 
and Spaniards, directly contrary to the con- 
ditions on which these concessions w'ere made 
them. It was further added oii the same sidt;, 
tliat the Company do covenant and agree wdlli their 
servants, and Free AlerGhants whom they per- 
mit to. reside in India, that they shall have 
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ali manner of freedom in tlieir trade, but trial 
if ever they think fit to order any of their own 
ships to freight voyages, they do expect to be 
first served, and our ships after them. From 
whence it is reasonable to suppose, if they will 
insist upon the first plan themselves, we ouglit to 
be and are allowed the second ; or otherwise we 
should be on a much worse foundation than any set 
of men in India, and obliged to leave of! all trad- 
ing ; being under traded by the natives on the one 
hand and obliged to prefer the C-ompany's ships 
on the other. Upon the whole of the debates, 
which was continued for a considerable time, it 
was unanimously agreed and ordered, that the 
inhabitants of Madras shall not be allowed to freiglit 
to Manilla any goods or money belonging to this 
place on any foreign ship before the English ship 
isladeiU’ 

The following complaint addressed to the Go- 
vernment of Fort St. George on the ' 8th June, 
1734, hy Mr. Brake, a member of Council, is ’worth 
]>reserviiig as illustrative of the times. 

Honorable Sirs, 

I am to acquaint you that on Tuesday night 
last about 10 o’clock, a Musteez belonging to ship 
** Moyiip,” did in the open street assault and most 
barbarously beat one of my servants. As soon as 
I was informed of the same, I sent a civil message 
to him by my Bubash, and only desired to be ac- 
quainted with his reasons; but instead of having the 
least rciply from him he retmned to me my Biibasli 
^’ery much beaten, and had the insolences to follow 
liini with blows to my very door. 1 th^m could 
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do no oilier than send for the Guard, wlio accorci- 
iiigiy came and secnml him for the remaiinier of 
the night. I'liis no sooner was done, hut (Taptaiii 
Hill, the Commander of the Ship this young of- 
fender belongs tOj, came to my house and in a most 
indecent manner addressed himself to me ; telling 
me, I had forfeited aE good manners, and had sent 
a better gentleman than myself on the (Tiiard, and 
that my ConnceUorship was my only protection for 
so doing, and only on that presumption I had 
dared to do it, and that it was well for me I had 
such a protection to shmk me from his iramediaie 
resentment. . In shf^ Hills hmgnag©,'attd 

manners throughout wmm Tcfy foul and rude, 
and such as I believe your Honours upon 
examination will find ought neither to be given 
or taken, especially as I bad only done my <luty, 
and taken no more privilege than the meanest of 
your inhabitants may, to quell a riot in tiie pro- 
perest manner I could. I should have been vei-y 
glad if Captain Hill would have recollected him- 
self the next morning, that I might not have given 
your Honors this trouble ; but as he persists, and 
will make me no acknowledgment, I am strictly 
obliged to make this application, and clo believe 
you will iind I merited better usage than Cap- 
tain Hill was pleased to bestow on me. But this 
1 refer to your detenninationd’ 

It may be gratifying to hear that Captain Hill, 
aftca* much expostulation, was induced to make an 
apology. ■ ■ 

The following entries are worth preserving on 
account of their historical value* They seem io refer 
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to a coiifederiitioa of different Nabobs in Southern 
India, including Sadatnlla Khan, Nabob of Arcot, 
against the power of Cheen Kulicli Khan, Nizam 
of the Dekkan. Also to a struggle between two 
Mussulman chiefs for the possession of Girijee. 

Wednesday, 1st July, 175J4. The President 
informed the Board, that yesterday he received 
private advices from the country that in a late 
engagemenl ,yifherein the Nabobs 

of this side, of the * bonntry were most of thenot 
joined against Cheen Kulich Khan, this latter had 
gained a complete victory. Galib Khan, corn* 
mander of the forces sent against him by our 
Nabob, being killed ; as was likewise Faliim Kliau 
sou to Abdul Nabbee Khan, and. almost ail the 
Cliief Officers in the Army. Sheik Mahmud Khan, 
Nabob of Hyderabad, was likewise wounded and 
Ids life despaired of. These letters add that a de- 
tachment of Cheen Kulich Khan’s army, amounting 
to about 15,000 men, were on their march to seize 
Sattingurra, one of the passes into the Carnatta 
country, which had occasioned our Nabob to 
march to secure it ; in order to whicli lie was 


levying forces with the utmost expedition and at 
very extravagant rates. Further advices say that 
Abdul Nabbee Khan was marched against Fyre 
Khan, to take possession of the Ginjee country ; 
and that we might shortly expect an account of 
the engagement from those parts.” 

“Friday^ 16tk July, 1724. The President pro- 
duced another letter, giving us an account that 
tboi’c had happened a very bloody engagement be- 
iween Abdul Nabb}'- Khan and Fyrc Khan, in 
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wliich the former was killed and the latter mortalJy 
wounded, and that there were upwards of 1 2 ,UU 0 
men cut off in the engagement. That upon this, 
oiir JNabob was marched to take possession of the 
bmjee country, imaginino; that after such a vast 
iass neither side will be able to oppose Iiiin ; that 
Cheen Kulich Khan^ on his march to this side of 
the country, and a detachment of his armv con- 
sisting of 15,000 men, is now eneainped at 15 
iedgues distance from Hyderabad, in their way 
hither, followed by himself with the main body. 

The President that there are rcEiainiiig 
of Abdul Fabby Kkm^B family, U persons, wkki 
are all resoked to tminimn their right to the 
Ginjee country or die, so that there is little likeli- 
hood of these parts being settled again in peace 
for a long time.” 

Wednesday, 2 W July 1724. There being 
a large quantity of Madeira wine in the Godowns^ 
it was proposetl to dispose of some part thereof. 
But the Persian Empire being so much distui'bed, 
and the Afghansf beseiging Shiraz, it was re- 
solved, not to sell any Madeira yet, it being very 
unlikely that we should have any wine from Persia 
this year, and consequently the price of Madeira 
■will rise which is now very low.” 

About this time a crime was committed at Fort 


_ ^ In the records he is styled Nissa Miilmulodi, who 
IS said to be the same as '' Ghicklys Khan.” There can- 
not hc.wever be the slightest doubt of his identity. 

t The Afghans are here entitled Opligocais” in the 
Ilecnrtls, (.)f course in this, as in other similar caseig we 
have moderiiijsed the si>elling. 
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St- David, wliich is worthy of some iiotiee. A 
fi! miner was living with a Portuguese woman ; and 
one evening an Ensign of the Garrison nmde the 
Gunner drunk apparently forthepurpose of seducing 
the woman. The Gunner however awoke from his 
drunken stupor, and after much altercation shot the 
Ensign dead- Many of the details are iiiiiit 
for our columns, but the following extracts from 
the depositions are curious illustrations of the 
Garrison life of the pmod. We must premise that 
the Gunner’s name was Jens Pitterson ; the En- 
sign who was murdered was named Edward Key. 

Jens Pitterson declares, that the 2nd of Oc- 
tober 1721, about 5 o’clock in the afternoon, lie 
came from shooting ; at which time Ensign Edward 
Key asked him what game he had got ; to which 
he replied he saw nothing worth shooting, and so 
came home immediately. Afterwards Jens Pit- 
terson declares he went home to eat, and when he 
liad done Ensign Edward Key asked him, the said 
Jens Pitterson, to go to Ins room to drink a dmiii 
with liiiD, To which the said Pitterson replied, 
that he was not used to drink and could not bear 
Ii(pior, and therefore desired to be excused ; but 
after many persuasions the said Jens Pitterson 
declares he went to Ensign Edward Key’s room, 
ami there dvank Avith the Ensign hvo drams. 
After which the said Jens Pitterson says he retired 
into his own room, and that Ensign Edward Key 
about half an hour, after followed liim to his own 
room ; when the Ensign told him, the said Jens 
Piitcrson, that he wanted a companion to go with 
him to Ihmgal ,: for that his pay Avas going to hi* 
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reduced, and lie should be obliged to ask for Ids 
discharge To which Jens Kttersou says he re- 
pucd, that he had no occasion to leave the iilaw 
while he ivas maintained; but that if he was 
discharged he must seek his livelihood where he 
could. Upon which Ensign Edward Key shook 
the said Jens Pitterson by the hand, and said to 
him “ Comrade you must go along with me au.l 
then they fell to drinking in Pittersoii’s roa»i to 
such an excess, that the said Jens Pitterson iK- 
clares he knows not what he did afterwards, onlv 
that some of the guard ioM him this iiioming that 
me tos!gB M hmi ^ ^ ” 

"Gulielmo I>. Rwarih, feentiyfiioni 12 to 2 o’clock- 
over the gate, deposes that about half an horn- 
after one o’clock iu the morning, Jens Pitterson. 
Gtmer of Trepopolore Guarti, waked in liquoj-’ 
and asked Ensign Key wliat he was doiiiir. boinc- 
time after Jens Pitterson took his cutiaee, whicii 
the Ensign seeing, retired into his own room and 
sliut the door. Upon which Jens Pitterson enra^^ed 
called out, and fell a cutting and slashing the bars 
of the Ensign's windows. But Jens Pitterson find- 
ing he could not come to the Ensign with hisciu- 
lace, went to his room and brought a gun, Where- 
upon the Deponent declares Ensign Key tbre<itened 
Jens Pitterson, that if he did not retire from the 
window, he would fire upon him without waitiim’ 
for orders ; and that he the deponent called 
out to the Seijeants and Corporals n ho 
awaked, but were afraid to seize the said Jens 
Pitterson because he had a loaded gun in his hand, 

W‘ hereupon Ensign Edward Key came to the 
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window of liis rooin, and bidding Jens Pitterson 
be gone to sleep, the said Jens Pitterson fired his 
gim in at the window, and shot him ; which alarm » 
ed the guard, but they dared not seize him be- 
cause he had got another loaded piece by him j 
therefore they waited till he fell asleep when they 
seized and bound him.” 

It came out in the evidence that the pay of the 
Ensign was only nine pagodas a month, and that 
of the gunner only six pagodas. It "wiU be snfh- 
cient to say that the prisoner was sent to Port St. 
George for trial, but the judgment subsequently 
passed does not appear in the records. 

The administration of Governor El wick was 
now drawing to a close. The last event in his 
administration worth recording, is an enquiry 
into the barbarous conduct of some peons who 
were sent to St. Thom^ to arrest a man named 
Ancongdi for debt. As all the facts were fully 
proved, it will be sufficient if we simply publish 
the complaint of Anconah, and the pimishmeiit 
awarded to the accused. The petition is dated 
16 th November 1724. 

** The petition of Godee Anconah. 

“ Humbly showeth, 

“ That on Saturday night, three of the Com- 
pany’s peons came to my lodgings at St. Thomd, 
and told me your Honor sent for me. To wdiich 
I replied* I would wait on your Honor directly. 
But one of the peqna^ called Annapah, took hold 
of my apd h|s.;fyord, and wounded me 
ill the side. other two 

carried me into the vaM, and one of them put my 
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heafl under his am and cut the tip of my ears and 

took my jewels. My mother-m-kw, 

they (M, asked them why they used me so ill 

mothe -m-law on the neck. Then one of mv m2 
^rvants, seeing me so cruelly used, begged them 

• e me alone. One of them presently cat off 

alter that they gave me several wounds on mv 
belly and breast; then they beat all mv wom^u 
servants and brought me into the stre^,^ lfi,,Vi..„ 

atlf. wm ^ la, iWng,, arerwl' me 

that they had killed me, they put their hands 
0 my nose to fwl if I was breathing, or whe- 
ther I was dead or alive. Then they brought me 
before your Honor, who was pleased toor“r 
Doctor fttcher to dress my wounds, who told me 
thai if I bad stayed bat four hours longer without 
<* Doctor I had been a dead man. 

“ I can asa^ your Honor and Council that I 
never wro^ed the Company, or am indebted to any 
body ; but am a free merchant, and pay the Com- 
pany s customs for my Merchandize. *1 am stiff 
very weak in my body and limbs, therefore leave 
It wholly to your Honor and Council to see your 
poor peuiioner righted, and the offenders punished, 
ac(»r<bng to your Honor and Council’s pleasure.” 

Governor Elwick and Council enterk upon a 
long and careful examination of all the circum- 
stances connected with this outrage. In the first 
inatanco they resolved that the effects of An- 


380 


HISTOBX OF MAD BAS, 


£ 1721 - 2 - 4 . 


iiapali aud the two other peons should be confis- 
cated and soklj in order to recompense the man 
who had lost his hand ; and that the three cri- 
minals should stand in the pillory and have their 
ears cut off, and should then be whipped out of 
the bounds. Meantime however Aga Mogheen, 
the Governor of St. Thome, interceded in behalf of 
the prisoners, and begged that they might be par- 
doned ; and accordingly, in order to prevent the 
affair from being represented to the Nabob of 
Arcot in such a way as might prove troublesome 
to the Madras Government, it was resolved that 
the sentence should only be put in force against 
Annapah ; and that the two other peons, who 
had only acted under his orders, should be 
discharged. Annapah however appears to have 
been an inftuential member of the Left Hand 
Caste, and the Heads of the whole of that 
Caste appeared before the Board and begged 
that a fine might be substituted for corporal 
punishment. Accordingly it was determined that 
Annapah should pay the following. To An- 
conah, whose jewels had been taken from his ears 
but whose circumstances were good, and who de- 
sired a public acknowledgment of the crime, An- 
napah was required to pay 200 pagodas. The 
manservant who lost his hand, being a much in- 
ferior person, would have received less ; but con- 
sidering that he had been disabled from getting a 
livelihood, it was thought necessary to give him 
such a sum as might maintain him, or at least put 
liim in a way of Eving easy for the rest of his 
life,’’ and therefore he was to receive 200 pagodas. 
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Two other persons who were hurt vrore to be paiii 
oO pagodas each. Finally, in order that Annapah 
might make public reparation for his criuie 
It was agreed to fine him furtlier 300 pagoilas 
to be lodged in the Corporation Cush towards 
keeping the bridges in repair.” 

On the 18th of January 1 735, Mr. Elwick resign- 
ed the Pres^ent’s chair, and shortly afterwards re- 
turned to England; and Mr. James Macrae of 

w assumed the Governmeul of 

Fort St. George. 
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UHAPTIE XXXIIL 

SOTlENOBSillP OF ME. JAMES MACRAE. 

1*725-^26. 

Mr. James Macrae, Governor of Poi^ St. George 
and ad fhe English. Settlements on the Coast of 
Coromandel from 1725to 1730, was one of those 
remarkable men who rose from poverty to affluence 
at the time when large fortunes were still a novelty 
in the commercial world. The annals of his Go- 
vernment will thus derive additional interest from 
his extraordinary career, especially in the eyes of 
those of our readers who come from those parts of 
Scotland where his name and memory are still pre- 
served in local traditions. Accordingly, before 
entering upon the records of his government, it 
may be interesting to glance at such particulars 
respecting his origin as may be gathered from 
stories which are still current in Glasgow and 
Ayr.^ 

* Some interesting particulars concerning Governor 
Macrae and his family, and the mode in which he dis- 
posed of his fortune after his return from India, were 
published some years ago in the Ayrshire Observer,” 
and have been placed at the disposal of the compiler of 
these annals. It is curious to notice that all who have 
attempted to collect the traditions respecting this ex- 
traordinary man, dwell especially upon the fact that his 
Governorship of Madras^ and indeed his whole Indian 
career, is a perfect blanh. This blank will therefore 
now bo filled up for the f rst time. 
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Mr. James Maeme was bom ia Ajrsliire about 
tlie latter part of the reiga of merry ling Cliarles. 
His parents were of the very lowest class, and he 
himself whilst a boy is said to hare been employed 
ia looking after cattle. His father however died 
whilst James Macrae was still rery yoimg ; and his 
mother then removed with her son to the tow- a of 
Ayr j where they lived in a little thatched cottage 
in the suburbs, and where the poor widow gained 
her living as a washerw^oman. Here young 
Macrae added something to his mother’s earnings 
by running w at the same time mm 

to Mve^picMI, m Stitt edneatiot l| mtm$ 
only ^khoWB to , 1: He lowrrtr 

to hare grown' tired of fMs’taonotonons life whilst 
still a boy. Ayr was a seaport, and it is easy to 
understand how" a young man, endowed with the 
energy which Macrae subsequently proved himself 
to possess, should have imbibed *a keen desire to 
embark in the adventurous trading of the time, and 
finally have turned his back upon the poverty of 
home and run off to sea. 

Forty years passed away before Macrae returned 
to his native land ; and it ‘is generally believed that 
throughout the whole of that period he held no 
communication whatever with his relations or his 
home. Meantime Ms sister married a carpenter 
named. MacGuire, who was also in great request 
as a violin player at kirns and weddings, and was 
consequently known as “Fiddler Mac(Juire.” 
The poverty of these people may be gatfiered from 
the fact that the children of MncGuire were on 
one occasion seen crying for bread, whilst their 
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laother liad left tlie lioiise to tr}’ and borrow a loaf. 
Eut we shall have more particulars of this family 
to relate hereafter. Eor the present we must 
confine ourselves to the career of Mr. Macrae. 

The early events in the seafaring life of the 
young runaway must we fear for ever remain un- 
known. We can learn nothing of diim till ciboiit 
1720, when he must already have been thirty years 
in India, and is simply alluded to. as Captain 
Macrae. Most probably he bad risen to the com- 
mand of a vessel in the country trade, and had 
undertaken voyages to Sumatra, Pegu, and China. 
It appears however that he had been successful in 
gaining the confidence of liis Honorable Masters, 
for he was subsequently sent on a special mission 
to the English settlement on the West Coast of 
Sumatra, to refom the many abuses which pre- 
vailed at that settlement. Here he acquitted him- 
self in such a manner as to ensure his appointment 
to a high post. He effected savings to the extent 
of nearly 60,000 pagodas, or about £25,000 per 
annum; and at the same time carried out such re- 
forms as promised a very large increase in the sup- 
ply of pepper. Accordingly the Directors ordered 
that on leaving the West Coast he should be ap- 
pointed Deputy Governor of Port St. David, 
and thus stand next in succession to the Govern- 
ment of Port St. George. The retirement of Mr. 
Elwick led to Mr. Macrae’s advancement to the 
latter post sooner than could have been expected. 
He returned from the West Coast towards the end 
of 1724, and without proceeding to Port St. 
David, at once took his seat as second Member of 
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Council at Tort St. O-eorge. ■ At last on ilic IStli 
of January, 17 S5, tlie son of the poor ivaslierwo- 
inaii of Ayr took Ms place as Cxovernor of tbe 
Madras Presidency, The proceedings on that 
occasion are thus recorded in the consultations. 

^ Monday, 18th January, 1725. The Presi- 
dent (James Macrae, Esq.,) opened this consulta- 
tion by telling the Board that, as this was the 
first time of their meeting since his taking the 
chair, he thought it would not be improper to ac- 
quaint them of his resolutions ; of which the prin- 
cipal was, that he would prosecute the Company^ 
interest to the utmwt,' and endeatotir toieMere 
the^ abuses that had arept into the managemenl of 
iheir affairs. He added that he was determined 
not to interrupt in any manner the commerce of 
the place, but that all the inhabitants both Whites 
and Blacks, the Tree Merchants as well as the 
Company’s Servants, should have free liberty of 
trade, and that he should expect the same freedom 
from interruptions in what he should undertake ; 
that he wDuld endeavour to be as agreeable to the 
Gentlemen as any of his predecessors, but that he 
was determined to maintain the privileges and im- 
munities belonging to the President ; and he con- 
cluded by saying, that he expected a ready assist- 
ance from them in the pursuit of the above 
resolutions, which was accordingly promised.” 

Before proceeding with the annals of ;Mr. 
Macrae’s administration, it may be as well to re- 
mark that he was emphatically a commercial Go- 
vernor and a most laborious administrative re- 
former. The relations with the Nabob of Arcof 
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remained unaltered, and wliat may be called the 
domestic incidents of the Presidency are few in 
number. But in all matters connected with the 
trade of the place, the reduction of the expendi- 
ture, the improvement of the revenues, tlie super- 
vision of the, mint, and the administration of 
justice, his proceedings are distinguished by an 
indefatigable industry, a display of strong sense, 
and above ali by a fnlhiess of record far beyond 
those of any of hi^ predecessors. Nothing appeared 
too large or td'f small for Governor Macrae. 
Everything received his attention in turn, from 
such matters of detail as the sorting of cloths and 
the better preparation of the consultation books, 
up to the most difficult and complicated questions 
connected with the coinage, the customs, the quit 
rent, or the very doubtful cases of appeal from the 
Mayor's Court. Like most men who have risen 
from nothing, he was arbitrary and occasionally 
harsh towards his subordinates ; but he proved 
himself a valuable servant to the Company, whose 
orders he rigidly respected ; and no records which 
have as yet fallen into our hands throw more light 
upon the internal administration of Fort Saint 
George. 

Our first extract seems to illustrate the deter- 
mination of the new Governor to support his own 
.dignity. 

“ Monday, 22nd February, 1725. The Presi- 
dent acquainted tlie Board that Pondy Chetty 
Kistna, a person who was formerly whipped out 
of Fort St, Bavid for practia^s against the Govern- 
^inent, and afterwards banished from hence for the 
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same crime i but wbo bad lately vaniured again 
without leave, and bad wrote a letter into the 
countrjj wberein he tells his correspoiideut several 
things of the President very much to liis dis- 
honour ; which coming to his knowledge had oc- 
casioned him to confine the said l^ondy Chetty 
Kistna. The letter ,/a 3 produced, and the Board 
unanimously agreed that he ought to suffer very 
severely and his imprisonment was confirmed."* 
This letter is unfortunately not, entered in the re- 
cords ; otherwise it might have thrown some light 
ripon the assumed faults of the Governor.’ 

The irat 'Gutter wlieh ifeoefred llie 

attention of Goverti’di* Macrae ^a'that of the coin- 
age of rupees at the Madras mint. It seems that 
the Native chiefs had awtikened to the profit deriv- 
ed by the Madras Government from the coinage of 
rupees ; and accordingly they had not only set up 
nriiits of their own, but about this time they con- 
trived to make more rupees out of the same 
quantity of silver, than were made by the Com- 
pany. For instance out of every hundred ounces 
of silver, the mints at St. Thome and Arcot turn- 
ed out to the merchant Hupees 266, annas 14 ; 
whilst the mint in Fort St, George only turned out 
Hupees 257, annas 7. Thus the merchant obtain- 
ed nine rupees seven annas more for his hundred 
ounces of silver at St. Thome and Arcot than he 
could obtain at Fort St. George. In other words 
the Madras rupee was two per cent dearer than 
the rupee of Arcot or of St. TliomC The conse- 
quence was that the merchants preferred coining 
their silver at the latter mints 3 and the Company 
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found its customs decreasing. Accordingly Go- 
vernor Macrae directed Messrs.. Pitt, Benyon, and 
Emmerson, to enquire into tlie whole matter. Their 
report is accordingly entered in the consultations, 
but it is not only intricate but devoid of interest 
to the general reader. The substance of it, ren- 
dered as clear as we can make it, appears to be 
as follows. 

At St. Thome, Arcot^ and Covelong the charge of 
custom and coinage had formerly been 35 rupees 
per thousand j viz. 15 rupees custom to the 
Nabob and 20 rupees for mint charges. Both 
however had been recently reduced, the Nabob’s 
custom to 10 rupees and the mint charges to 11 
rupees : thus the custom and coinage were only 21 
rupees per thousand, instead of 35 rupees as hereto- 
fore. It seems however that the mint charges were 
only nominally 11 rupees per thousand ; and that 
actually they were 14 rupees, as may he seen from 
the following table. 

Bs. 

Charcoal for making the powder...... I4 

Waste in melting... ... S§ 

Pots.. 4 

Platting the bullets. f 

Chopping....... 4 

llj 

To wliich was added 


Bs.. 

Brahmins for their care....,.,,. | 

Goldsmiths.. | 

Gold washers, 


Bs. 14 per thousand. 
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Tills amount was made up tkus. Everj 300 
ounces of silver ongM to hm& made 974 rupees, 
whereas these mints only paid out 97i rupees; 
the difference of three rupees being about the 
same as the difference between 11 rupees and 14 
rupees per thousand. Again there was a deprecia- 
tion of weight of one rupee eleven annas per 
thousand, and another depreciation of standard of 
nine rupees per thousand ; making an additional 
profit of ten rupees eleven annas per thousand. 
This fraud had been introduced ever since the re- 
duction of custom and charges from 35 rupees to 

per, thousand I and it kM pmmi 
inasmuch as these native -mitts paid otii their 
rupees by tale and not by weight, and the differ- 
ence was so slight as to render their rupee as good 
in the market as the rupee of Fort St. George. 

The custom and charges on the Madras rupee 
were as follows, tw^o per cent, or SO per thousand 
to the Company, and two per cent or 20 per 
thousand to the mint. Thus making 40 rupees 
per thousand. 

The 20 per thousand mint charges were distri- 
buted as follows. First llj per thousand for char- 
coal, wmste, pots, flatting, and chopping, as in the 
St. Thome and Arcot mints ; and the remaining 
8f as follows : — 


Brahmins for their care 

Bnpees. 

■ H 

Goldsmiths 

H 

Gold washers 

2| 


8| 


Other mint charges as above 11 1 

.Eupe«s... 20 per thousand. 
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It -vvili be seen by the following resolution that 
Governor Macrae endeavoured to put matters to 
rights,— Ist^By prohibiting the export of silver from 
the Company*s bounds, and thus compelling the 
inerchEgits to coin their silver at Port St, George ; 
2ndly, By lowering the Company’s custom ^ per 
cent and the mint charges -I per cent, or altogether 
10 rupees per thou^sand. Henceforth then the 
custom and charge^ al Madiias would be 30 rupees 
per thousand , ijito custom and chaiges at 
St, Thom4 Arcot, and Coveiong would be nomi- 
nally 21 rupees per thousand, but actually 31 ru- 
pees 11 annas per thousand. The original entry 
will serve to render the subject moi’e intelligible. 

‘‘Monday, 8th March, 1725. Messrs, Pitt, 
Benyon, and Emmerson deliver in a report of the 
coinage, together with an account of the charges 
and customs collected at our IViint, and those in 
the country ; as likewise an account of the pro- 
duce of a hundred ounces of silver of the fineness 
of the Hupee in our and St. Thome Mints. 

“ This matter being fully debated it was upon 
the whole agreed, that no silver except rupees 
shall be permitted to be exported to any part of 
the coast of Coromandel under penalty of confisca- 
tion, lialf to the informer and half to the Com- 
pany ; and the Secretary do give notice hereof at 
all the public places in the town. 

“ As by the calculates and reports abovemen - 
tioned, it appears that our rupee is two per cent, 
dearer to the merchants than the St. Thornd and 
j\rcot rupee ; it 'was further argued that we ought 
to find out some method to lessen the charge of 
coinage, that so wc may bring it nearer to a par 
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tlie country ix>iu ; and it appearing that tiie 
Brahmins actu^dly indisbnrse li| rupees per thou- 
sand, and that they must have something besides 
for their trouble, it was plain their custom could 
not be reduced above a 4 per cent ; which not 
being suJIicient it was agreed to strike off a half 
per cent likewise from the custom paid the 
Company ; which it is hoped will be approvc<i 
by the Ilonorable Court of Directors for the ibl- 
iowing reasons. 

First, that the present charge of eoiiage being 
4 per eeat m our mi ; bill' per llioustmi 
in the S£» Thofiid "MfeV'iolioiIy ifili brtiig any 
silver to us, but on the contrary carry it away 
thither ; but that when our custom is reduced to 
three per cent, the diderence will be so much less 
that probably "we may have the greatest part of the 
coinage return to us, especially since our rupee is 
in greater esteem in the country than theirs. 

Secondly, that we shall receive orders from 
Europe in two years; and if our Honorable 
Masters shall disapprove hereof, which we cannot 
believe they will, it may be laid on again. 

“ Thirdly, that at present the revenue is sunk to 
almost nothing, so that should no more silver be 
coined liere than has been for sometime past, the 
difference will be very inconsiderable ; whereas 
should we liereby regain the coinage it will be 
very apparently advantageous to the Company, 

“ Lastly, that the Company will save I per cent 
in the coinage of their - own silver ; which as we 
coin one-third generally of what goes down to the 
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Bay, will very near if not over compensate for tiie 
redaction of the custom on other silver. 

“ These being the causes why it is thought ne- 
cessary to lessen the charge of the coinage, it was 
recommended to the President to talk with the 
Mint Brahmins, and bring them to an agreement 
for lowering the charge agreeable to the above 
resolve, which he accordingly promised.’’ 

How far the Gbvertiment order* respecting the 
exportation of silver was regarded by the Madras 
merchants may be gathered from the following 
entry. 

“Tuesday, SOfch March, 1725. Two parcels of 
silver having been seized last night upon some 
shroifs, who were carrying it out of the bounds, 
contrary to the late order affixed at all the gates 
and in all the languages, so that the proprietors 
could not pretend ignorance : — agreed that it be 
confiscated ; and Mr. Hubban ofering to take it 
at loj dollars for ten pagodas, the Secretary was 
ordered to weigh it off to him and receive the 
money, which is to be divided agreeably to the said 
order at the gates, half to the Company and half 
to the informer.” 

The following petition is interesting from illus- 
trating the mode in which private property was 
originally acquired in the Madras Presidency. ' It 
was received by the Grovemment on the 30th of 
March, 1725. 

“ To the Honorable James Maci-ae, Esq, 
President and Governor of Fort St. George. 

“ The Inimble petition of Maria Pois, Widow, 
sliowetli, That a few years after the Honorable 


iw-mi of ' Its 

CompMy^s settie®aesl'”lwe> a great tony toaM*- 
tants, and your |toitioBe/s ■ grand fatlier* plaiileci 
gardps \¥itiiout' any title iitoeto from tlie tlieri 
President and Council. Some Of their posteritv 
have sold this ground and gardens as their owi!, 
some part to the ■ inhabitants to build on, and 
some stil enjoy it themselves ; several have also 
since Mb Honor Hamson’s time planted gardens 
without any title, and enjoy them as their own. 
But your petitioner’s grand father, believing it 
proper to have a title to Ms garden, and having 
ikm ,an inters trifeh^#^ tlie 

to titios ’but k Mii 'to ^ 

his successor, tong k^tod iltoate, lost his 
father’s interest, but got a oowle from the Honora- 
ble the President and Council for thirty-one years, 
contrary to his father’s request and desire ; and if 
he had not troubled the Honorable President and 
Council for a cowle, might have enjoyed it as 
the rest have done, him and his heirs for ever. 
AlitMs your petitioner was unacquainted with 
till the time was expired, Tour poor petitioner 
having built a house, planted trees, and brought 
the garden to a vast perfection, this your petitioner 
laid before the then President, how simply the son 
of the deceased managed it ; to insist on a cowle 
but for 31 years, when the rest have ever since 
enjoyed the same as their own and heirs for 
ever. " 

Now the Honorable President and Council 
compassionately took this, your petitioner’s case, 
into consideration 5 and rented said house and 
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Garden to your petitioner ; it being extremely 
hard, after haYing built the house and brought 
the garden into perfection, to lose all, your peti- 
tioner having no other subsistance. This Garden 
your petitioner has rented of the Honorable Com- 
pany ever since the expiration of the cowle. 

Your petitioner is now informed that said 
house and garden is to be put up at outcry to 
rent ^ if so it is an immediate ruin to your poor 
petitioner, it being yonr petitioner’s only subsist- 
ance ; she, having no habitation or place of abode, 
most humbly begs your Honor will, out of your 
abundant clemency and goodness, look upon this 
your petitioners case with compassion, and sufter 
her to rent said house and garden as usual, as she 
answers yearly the income of the garden to the 
Honorable Company. . If not your petitioner will 
be reduced ta extreme want and misery. There- 
fore humbly begs your Honor will continue your 
poor petitioner to rent said house and garden, and 
as in duty hound shall ever pray.” 

Governor Macrae however showed himself to be 
a stern man, not easily moved by petitions whether 
from widows or from any one else. Accordingly 
the prayer of Maria Pois was rejected, and it was 
agreed that her farin should be put up to public 
outcry. 

Our next extract shows that the arbitrary order 
for. prohibiting the exportation of silver was now 
extended to gold. 

Tuesday, 6th April. The President acquaint- 
ed the Board timt seve^ shoes of gold* had been 

* A shoe of goldf^ was ten thousand pagodas. 
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lately carried out of tke boutids, wMcli be believed 
was to be coiaed at St. lliome ; and therefore he 
proposed that an order should be made prohibiting 
any gold, except what is wrought or ready coined, 
shil be carried out of the bounds under penalty 
of confiscaiion, the one half to the Company and 
the other to the informer ; which is agreed to and 
the Secretary ordered to affix a note at the gates 
accordingly.” 

It will be seen from the following entry how the 
occupations of the Governors in the olden time 
di&fed foem those 'of the ihoie arisldcralie Presi- 
dents of modem times. > , . 

Monday, ^Isl „ Jpne. The tosMciiI tic! 
Council met in the Sorting Godown, and exmnined 
the Tort St. David Cloth, which proved pretty 
good. They also examinecl several parcels of what 
was brought to be sorted here, which they found 
for the generality amended in the number of 
threads, but so thin that it was not fit for the 
Company’s use.” 

Tike following extitct shows that Governor 
Macrae was learning a lesson in free trade. 

“ Saturday, Srd July, 1725. The prohibition 
some time since laid on the exportation of silver 
and gold into the country, which was then thought 
for the benefit of our Honorable Masters, having 
been now found to occasion a general stagnation 
of trade, and likewise to have fallen the price of 
silver very considerabiy, which will in the main 
vastly overbalance the gain by the coinage. 

“ Agreed that the said prohibition be taken off, 
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and tliat the Secretary do give public notice there- 
of at the gates.* ^ 

Our next extracts, referring to the renting of 
the three out villages, will explain themselves. 

“ Saturday, 3rd July, 17^5. The Lease of the 
Farms of Egmore, Persewauk, and Tandore being 
expired, the President informed the Board that he 
had received proposals from ^ the present Eenters, 
who had agreed to take them at the rent of 14,000 
pagodas, provid^. , they might hare them for ten 
years. But that i)f iliey coidd not have them for 
longer time than the former lease, they would 
give but one thousand pagodas per annum, be- 
cause tiiati^key actually lost in the last three 
years, though very plentiful ones, six hundred pa- 
godas ; but that having a long lease, they might 
have some encour^ement to improve the lands, 
which they shad not have in taking them only for 
three years, which being considered, it was agreed 
that they be let on the above terms.” 

‘‘ Monday, ISth July. The President informed 
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• ‘Moad.aj- 2Srd August, 1725. Sometime since 
eight bales of g^s being brought hither on one 
ot our ships belonging to a Moorman, were at- 
tached for a debt due to Mr. Sitwell from the said 
MTOrman, who is since run away to Covelon*' • 
and the goods have been claimed by the Nabob "iis 
his, and bought for his account ; which demand 
tog now again reputed, it is agreed that since 
the Nabob declares the goods are his, it is better 
to let them go, than make any dispute thereupon. 
Wherefore the President is desired to write him 
« u^on giving Jfoopman, #tid mjm the 
Obttpaiw 8 aWI bfi 

The Nabob howevm' seems to have refused to 
deliver up the Moorman, or to pay the Company’s 
customs. A correspondence accordingly ensued 
which spread over the greater part of a year ■ "and 
was at length brought to a conclusion on the 21st 
Ju^ly, 1726. We give the extract from the con- 
sultations of that day. 

President r^resmits to the Poard that he 
had been long importimed by Nabob SadutaUa 
Khan, by pressing letters and frequent messao-es 
to deliver up the eight bales of goods mentioned 
in Consultation held the 23rd August 1725, to 
have been attached here by the creditors of Shaak 
Bonlaki for the payment of his debts, as belong- 
ing to the said Shaak Bonlaki ; but that the Na- 
bob continue to claim them as belonging to him- 
self, and insists pcrcmxitorily upon their bcirif de- 
livered to him; and that without his demand 
is complied with, he, the President apprehends a 
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breacli with Mm unavoidable ; which in our pre- 
sent circumstances Would be of very great prejudice 
to the Company's affairs. 

“ This matter having been considered by the 
Board, and the consequences a breach at this time 
with the Nabob might produce having been duly 
weighed ; and it having likewise been admitted 
that the creditors Of Shaak Bonlaki might have had 
reaWisTO believe that the eight bales in question 
did belong to him, Jet the Nabob’s right to them 
could not be disproved ; and he continuing to in- 
sist so very peremptorily upon having them de- 
livered to him, notwithstanding the President 
endeavours by repeated messages and many letters 
to prevail with him to suffer them to be sold 
for account of Shaak Bonlaki’s creditors. There 
being no prospect of prevailing with the Nabob, it 
is ordered that Mr, Turner do deliver to Nabob's 
ofder the said eight bales of goods in dispute." 

The following peijury cases are worthy of being 
preserved, as showing how false witnesses were 
punished in the olden time. 

‘‘ Priday, 10th September, 1725. In the exa- 
mination of Anconah's affair one MagduUa Kistna 
confessed himself p’eijured, by a declaration under 
Ms own hand, whereupon he was ordered into con- 
finement ; and it is now ordered that he be Pillo- 
ried to-morrow at. the usual hours, and afterwards 
wMpped at the"^ Choultry, and then released from 
Ms imprisonment " 

A ' year atoW^ds We find Grovemor Macrae 
still determined to put 'down pegui’y with a strong 
hand. He had beCn engaged upon deciding upon 
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a long list of appeals from tie Major*s Court, 
chiefij equity cases eoimeeled of course witl n^ils, 
bonds, and disputes about property of all kiiuls! 
These inteminable and complicated eases may 
have been interesting to the parties concerned, but 
present not a particle of interest now, beyond the 
fact that they are marked by contradictions, palpa- 
ble perjuries, forgeries, and oppressions of all kinds. 
Many of the cases were reversed by GovemorMacrae, 
whilst others were sent home to be adjudicated 
on by the Directors, and even to be tried in West- 
mmster^Hall; from whicb we may infer, ilc 
old stori^ of cormpii« m ilie, ' m 

frequent in* the jiarratives of oU travetters, irejre 
not without some foundation in truth. Ifow far 
Governor Macrae was exasperated at this state of 
things may be gathered from the following punish- 
ment ordered upon another peijurer. 

“ Monday, 29th August, 1726. Ordered that 
Arnagery for punishment of his crime of perjury, 
and for terror to all such abandoned villains, be 
remanded to the Chonltij prison, and be thence 
conveyed to the HHpiy every first day of the 
" month for the next six months, and set upon it 
from ten to twelve o’clock ; and immediately after 
he is taken down from the Pilioiy to receive thirty- 
nine lashes each time at the whipping post, and 
be afterwards turned out of the bounds with order 
never to return again under severe punishment.’’ 

The following extract respecting the circulation 
of false pagodas will explain itself. 

‘‘ Monday, 27th September, 1725. The Presi- 
dent informed the Board of a complaint the 
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Sliroffs liad made to liim, that vast quantities of 
pagodas had been brought into the place lately, 
which were worse than Pagodamatt, and bore the 
Negapatam stamp so nicely counterfeited, that it 
was almost impossible to distinguish them ; and 
therefore he proposed that some method should 
be taken to stop this evil, which being for some 
time debated^ it was agreed that the Secretary do 
afix a note at the gates to give notice, that who- 
soever should be found bringing in suck bad pa- 
godas, or offering them in payment, should be 
punished at the discretion of the Governor and 
Council, and the money be forfeited, one half to 
the informer and one half to the Company ; and 
that whatever shroff should find such pagodas 
should be obliged to carry them to some one of 
the Justices of the Choultry to be defaced, or if he ^ 
did not, he should be pilloried and whipped out ' 
of the bounds.” 

Governor Macrae was far too fond of Commit- 
tees of inquiiy to let such a matter pass without 
the most searching investigation. Accordingly 
about three weeks afterwards we find the follow- 
ing report entered in the consultations, which 
will he found interesting as illustrating the condi- 
tion of the country generally. 

^‘Monday, 18th October, 1725. The following 
report was presented to the Honorable James 
hfecrae. Esq., the President and Governor of Port 
St George and GouHcii- 

‘‘ The committ^ you were pleased to appoint, 
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to enquire into the business of the present current 
pagodas, and put a stop to an abuse which will 
at last be attended with such dangerous conse- 
quences, do now humbly lay before you their pro- 
e^dings and opinion of the most proper remedy 
ettectualiy to present this mischief without giving* 
a shock to comm^ce. 

We find upon examining the shroiFs that this 
has been a growing evil, introduced by the corrup- 
tion of the country Government in conniving at 
% oircuktion of any sort, of 
thoir profits from those who have the of 
coining them are answerable ; and as this ts m 
considerable an advantage to them it is not 
from the Nabob we are to expect any relief. There- 
fore we thought it most proper to have the opinion 
of the merchants in general which method we 
should pursue ; who on a meeting dime to this re- 
solution, which we offer to your honors as what 
we likewise think sufficient to answer the design, 
without risking a stagnation in the circulation, ^ * 

That five shops shall be appointed in the most 
convenient parts of the town, for the exchanging 
of all money which is necessaiy for the cun-ency 
of the Bazar ; in each of which must be placed, 
two shroffs, a gold smith, and a Oompany^’s peon* 
whose stations are to be changed every day 
with power to cut or deface all such pagodas as 
are found to be bad. As to payments of large 
sums the merchants themselves will uudoubtedij 
be cautious for their own security, and take suck 
care as not to be imposed upon in what they re- 
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ceive, by employing sucb sliroffs in whose fidelity 
they may coBfide. 

“ George Mortan Pitt. 

“ ISfathaniel Turner. 

‘‘ Eiehard Benyon. 

‘‘ JoW Enini,ersott.” 

“The most convenient places for the shops 
are Jappa Chetty’s Street, \ Chonltiy Street, 

MhtA- 

Sted.? '' ' 

Another point which attracted the attention of 
Governor Alacrae at this time is also worthy of 
some notice. Por some years past different sums 
of money had been lodged in the Company’s cash 
chest at Fort St. George on account of the Jesuit 
Missionarks in China ; for which the Government 
of Fort St George, mte orders from the Conrt 
of; Directors, had allowed interest at the rate of six 
per cent, per annum. In September 1 7^5, Father 
Moriset at Fort St. David wrote to Gk>Temor 
Macrae respecting a further deposit of cash, on the 
same terms ; but the economical President, having 
pl^ty of money in hand, considered that this 
would ho a fayc^hle moment for reducing the 
yearly interest from mx per cent. to. five. The 
matter led to a Gonpmttee of inquiry ip.jto. all the 
naomi^, lodged pi tfie Company’s chest at various 
times by MisS;ionaries in China. The 

extracts %om^ th^ report be suffL- 
cient ib| the state of affairs. It will be 

seen that %e su^' deposited were, not to be re-, 
turned ; the yeai^ interest paid being supposed to 
be a snificient return, without any repayment of 
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tte ptiiiclpd. ^ We ^tlietefoie swp^w that 
tte suks at Si were 6f tW 

nature of dri eiid(iteent to provide for tlie perpe- 
ttiai siipjicft ^8t tie Jeatiii Mi^konaries in China. 
Out tepdrt fehm iJf^ience tie kllowing extracts are 
tdf^ k dat^ it‘ii 

To tie rionoraWe Iknes Macke, 

President and Governor tind Council of 
^ Fptt Okfrge, 

‘‘ Honorable Sir and Sirs, 

“ In ptiknafe Of an krder pt Conncii ive laj 
before Your. flonors ,oti^., ,lk# b#fei,'te- 

ftHmm MMUe oim bilSrto, ■% 

lat!ng^,tP tie' . telj^tYfeg. ilia tfe , tsial|inf 
koney from tie Jesuit Missionaries in Clina at 
interest ; together witi aii account of tie several 
sums tbat lave been Mtlerto received into cash 
for tieir account, and wbat las been writ by this 
Board to the Honorable Court of Directors on 
that subject; _ 

We find that the skk of 10,000 pdgo^s was 
received into cash for their aceouot the SIst 
liq, to paid them 

feerehjk^h till tie Gompany*s order should be had 
for that effect. , , ^ . 

" The Honorable Court of Dire^rs in their 
general letter dated ^ith April 172^ say as fol- 
lo^^. ^ . 

** mde us by Monsr, 

Laibe, a^fit for the French Jesuit Missionaries in 
China, to receive lQ,p06 pagodas of theirs into 
our cash at FoH St. George ; that President Hast* 
ings had received the money conditionally to await 
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our orders, though he had no occasion for any 
having a flowing cash ; that said agent desires the 
money may remain in our cash and the proprietors 
to be for ever dispossest of the property thereof, 
on the Company’s yearly allowing them a reason- 
able interest. We have considered of the whole, 
and in regard we sometimes have and at other times 
have not occasion J;o borrow money at Fort St. 
George ; therefore we are wiUmg to allow them a 
certain interest of six per cent, though it is one 
more than we pay here per annum, and hope it 
will be to their satisfaction.” 

In consequence of which general letter a bond 
was executed by the Governor and Council, and 
delivered to the Agent to the said Missionaries, to 
pay them interest 600 pagodas per annum upon 
the sum of 10,000 pagodas received. 

*‘The 2.5th February 1724 their agent paid 
into cash the further sum of 2,000 pagodas ' and 
the same day the Governor and Coundi delivered 
him a bond for six per cent, interest per annum 
upon it. 

The receipt of this sum was advised to England 
to which the Honorable Court answered as follows ; 

‘‘ Your letter advises that the Jesuits in China 
have by their attorney offered to deposit in our 
cash with you a sum of money, which you intend 
to receive and give bond to pay six per cent, per 
annum for it. Padre de Goville, lately returned to 
Europe, has by writing requested of us to receive 
10,000 pagodas into our cash, and to pay the 
Missionaries for it' 600 pagodas a year, which we 
have agreed to.” ’ > " ^ 
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It would tlius appear that at this time the Com- 
pany had agreed to receive in ail the sum of 
20,000 pagodas on behalf of the Jesuit Mission- 
aries in China, for which they were to pay a per- 
petual interest at the rate of 6 per cent, per 
annum, the prindpai not to be returned. Accorri- 
ingly it would seem that the China Missionaries 
paid in that amount, and derived from the Com- 
pany alone a yearly income of twelve hundred 
pagodas, or about five hundred pounds sterling. 
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of Mr. James Macrae Ixas been already noticed, 
and tlie very lucid manner in which commercial 
transactions are recorded in the consultation books 
of the period, induces us to pay more attention to 
such extracts as serve to illustrate the mode in which 
the Company carried on their business with Native 
merchants, either for providing a sufficient number 
of bales of Native cloth for exportation to Europe, 
or for disposing of broadcloth, iron, and other arti- 
cles ofhome produce which had been imported from 
England. These extracts’ however we shall not group 
, by themselves, but simply arrange theni, together 
with other selections, in strict chronological order ; 
by which means the reader will be enabled to 
form a better idea of the miscellaneous chai’acter 
and general scope of the records themselves, than 
by any other method. 

Our first extract refers to the supervision of 
native goods maintained in old time by the Govern- 
ment of Port St. George. 

Thursday, 6th January, 18^6. The Ware- 
house-keeper reported to the^ Board, that the 
chintzes being brought from painting (dyeing) had 
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been examined at tbe SoMing BodoTO, and that it 
was tbe general opinion of the Sorters that botli tbe 
clotb and paintings were woxsie than tbe musters ; 
wherefore they bad resolved, if tbe Board approved 
tbereof, to. alow the merchants only 35 pagodas 
per corgOj instead of 40 for tbe elotb ; and tbe 
painter ¥l\ pagodas per corge, instead of 60, wbieb 
they nsed to have. This being approved, the mer- 
cbants were called in and told tbe resolution of tbe 
Board/’ 

^4 At tbe sa^etime the Warebonse^toMf 

Wicat BetSBaa# bmngM »% tiie 
npejn tbe muster, for wlkS in, Ijte, 
tme^ we fere te ^ve 1^0 fagc^ai pr ^00^ 
vastly inferior to the mnater ; and that it bad b^n 
agreed in tbe Sorting Godown that 100 pagodas pear 
corge was the value of them ; so that he (the 
President) desired tbe order of tbe Board for bring- 
ing tbem to account at that pricse, which was agreed 
to, and the merchants acasardigly toM these re- 
solutions/%, . , , ^ , 

Tbe Native merchants appeared to have submitted 
to tbe redudions tery f quietly, for no demur on 
their part is entered in tl^ proceedings. 'When 
however the Board desired to make a contract with 
tbe same merchants, as to tbe quantity of Eur(^ 
clotb they should purchase, or the quantity of native 
clotb they should supply, it was not always found 
so easy to deal with tbem, as will be seen by tbe 
following extract. 

*' Thursday, 3dMarcbl726. Our Merchants were 
called in, and a proposal made, to them as follows. 

. That they shall engage in a contract at Pmi 
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St, George for 2000 bales of clotb, to be delivered 
to Tis one half in August, and the remainder by 
the last of January next/’ 

** That they shall take all the broad cloth (from 
Europe) at the usual advance, to be kept under 
two keys, one of which to be left with themselves 
and the other with the Warehouse-keeper ; that 
before they take ^y out of the warehouses, it shall 
be paid for in ready money ; and that the whole 
amount shall be paid off by the 1st of April 1727. 
In consideration of which the Board (they were 
told) would abate the penalty of 30,000 pagodas, 
to be inflicted for breach of the last contract, to 
10,000 pagodas ; but if they would not do this 
they must expect to pay the whole amount of the 
penalty. 

“ Upon the hearing these proposals, the Mer- 
chants icnmediately declared they could not engage 
by any means, either to take the broad cloth, or 
contract for above 800 bales j and to this they 
adhered for a considerable time, but at last after 
near two hours debate, finding the Board determin- 
ed to exact the whole penalty if they did not agree 
to the terms proposed, and being excused from any 
contract at Fort St. David, they consented ; having 
first obtained a promise of the Board that if they 
' complied within 300 bales, no penalty should be 
exacted.” * * 

next extract refers to a forged bond, found 
amongst the papers of a deceased Company’s ser- 
vant 

Thursday,‘it& June, 1726. Captain Eichard 
Upton, representing that a forged note, men- 



Itf 

that he jn^iFed of %l>ert Wool^ 
leased ItfOO oif for ' vMc'^’he wm 
to be accoualfb^' fea fpwd amongst said 
Woolley’s papers, payment had been de- 

ipanded,^ ^ and witnessed' "as by 

^ ILicl|axd ^tephero ; 

^d that' |e^ and the wi’ pr^nl^ wi|»eiea' ww 
readj fo'ni^^i3fei3in'l»%» tint' neither he nor 
they ew Iim 'mj hnowle%e^ ot any su^h ^^te, 
nor ever sighed the same. Therefore craving that 
he and they might he fyorn to the truth of what 

made upon him for the lOOO ounces of Bdver, 
''■f^'Oijtiun tJpton and 

Stephens being called in, wmre interrogated as to 
the signing and ^mt^ssiag the said note ; and 
affirmed each of them that it was forged and 
%vithdiLt their knowledge 1 that there was no simili- 
tude of Imnd "syrifing, and severally made oath to 
what they a%m’ed* Thereupon it 'was ordered 
that the said nple appeariiig to he forged be can- 
jseUedjwfeQji^rdW' ' 

' "‘®|epeit entries wpA ff cp|4der worthy of 
pr^erya|i^ are stih muirp m^ops. It has bjeen 
seen that '%e reymines of Triihtore, md of the 
other out W? 

formed put ib some'bf ' tne llerpliapts, 

on 'their "engaging to p^y n f^xtduBU^i (lliSC| 
pr ^foippm- 'the Merchants’ in their 
turp rented tie vitfoges to a man named Mahaclin, 
arid this Eehfer appears to have treated the inhabi- 
tants in a barbarpns and oppressive manner, ’Ac- 
cordingly two of the villagers sent in tlie fallow- 
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ing petition to Governor Macrae in whieli all tlieir 
grievances are specitied. The petition will be 
found to form an admirable iEustration of Native 
administration in the olden time. 

“ To the Honourable James Macrae, Esq. Presi- 
dent and Governor of Fort St. George, The humble 
petition of the inhabitants of Vessa Caward, 

Showeth, — That the Company has let outTriva- 
tore and the other out villages to the Company’s 
merchants, who during five years that they kept 
them in their own hands, allowed your petitioners 
all their privileges and allowances as usual, and 
they lived very happily. Then one Mahadin took 
these villages of these merchants, and promised to 
allow your petitioners the same privileges and 
allowances as the said merchants had done ; but 
he has acted contrary, and not given them any 
privilege or allowance. Upon whch they asked 
him the reason ; and he replied that the Company 
had sold those villages to him, and he could do 
what he pleased. The said privileges and allow- 
ances due to your petitioners for these six years 
amounts to about 100 pagodas. Besides this he 
has distressed your petitioners and laid many hard- 
ships on them. He set one of their Pariahs half 
way in the ground, where he kept him three hours 
and fined him. Another Pariah he chauhucked 25 
blows, put him into the stocks, and kept him there 
an hour. He tied one of their shepherd’s neck 
and heals, for four or five days, an hour each day, 
and beat him very much and lined him. He broke 
a Talliar’s back, and turned him out of the village. 
He tied a shopkeeper of the village, neck and heels, 
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putting a heavy stone on liis back, and kept him so 
an hour and then fined him. He served another 
shopkeeper in the same manner. He has done too 
many other barbarous actions to your petitioners 
to give your Honor in writing an account of. There- 
fore they humbly implore to take their case into 
consideration, and order them satisfaction. They 
cannot go on with their business if he be con^ 
tinned the Benter. Tour petitioners hope your 
Honor will do them justice, and they as in duty 
bound shall ever pray/’ 

To this petition, a Native named Chandarasaha, 
who seems to have been the steward of Mahardin, 
sent in a counter-petition, denying or explaining 
away the charges. This also is a gem in its way. 

“ The petition of Chandarasaha. 

Humbly showeth,— Whereas your petitioner 
has been falsely accused that he has punished the 
inhabitants beyond i*eason, and as to his burying 
the man half under ground is utterly false; for 
the man having, contrary to order, let the water 
run the wrong course, was punished according to 
custom ; that is by laying Ms hand in the water 
course, wMch filled with sand and the Company’s 
chop put thereon. And as for your petitioner’s 
forcing of unreasonable forfeits from the inhabi- 
tants, it is also false ; for the inhabitants having 
complained to your petitioner that a milkman’s 
measure xvas less than it should be, which yom* 
petitioner by examining found true ; therefore fined 
him 6 fanains ; and to a seller ' of tobacco and 
betel, for selling contrary to the renter’s order, was 
fined 6 fanams. As to the Talliar, he stole away 
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above three pagodas worth of Mangoes, for which 
he paid 4?8 fanains ; and when the Talliar had 
fonnd the th^f, yohr 'petitioner told him that he 
xoigllt do what he W6nld. Mso the said Talliar (i. e. 
the Talliar^ who Hviab the thief not the Talliar 
Who had arrested him) took more than his right 
of the paddy, and took it away without leave ; 
for which fault he was tied neck and heels two 
lidtiTs. ’And as ’for ^ur*petitibner s nutting any 
body in irons, it is mse ’; but a Fariahbeifig taken 
stealing paddy, was by your petitioner's order put 
in the stocks. That the three persons before men- 
tioned have sold the Company's ground, which 
When the Buyer came , to take possessidn, your 
petitioner refused to let him take it without your 
Honors leave. That your petitioner for the good of 
the inhabhants did lend them money, and let them 
have paddy to the Talhe of pagodlas 360 ; and 
when your petitioner demands his money then 
they begin to make a disturbance. Now thr^e of 
the inhabitants being come' to this place, they have 
taken oppbrtiihity to say that ' all the inhabitants 
Will leave the place. The Pedda Naik's allowance 
of ^bund in the said village is 4440 yards, but 
now he has taken 14,400 yards, which is inore 
than Ms due by near 10,000 yards ; ‘‘Which Tor 
these four years he has not sown, nor* would he let 
any* body else, to the loss of about i^godas 229 ; 
dM now about a thousand yards which he sowed, 
thVptiSdy. now lies there and he refuses to divide 
it. Therefore ‘your jwor' petitioner most humbly 
requests your H<foor 'to give 'him' justice, and as 
in duty 'bound shall ever pray.'' 
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Governor Macrae’s action upon tfeese two peti- 
tions will be gathered from tlie following extract 
‘‘ Friday, ^6th 1726. The President 

delivte into the Board two petitions which had 
been presented ‘to Mm ; one from some inhabi- 
tant of Y^saGaivardh, against Mahadin the pre- 
sent Kenter ; the Other from Chandarasaha, who 
acted as steward to the said IMahadin, and put Ins 
orders in execution. Which being read, the Pre- 
sident acquaints the Board that both parties had 
been before him ; that he had heard them separate- 
ly find also given then a joint hearing ; that he 
had exflmin^ witnesses to the truth of the fads 
charged against Mahadin, and heard the Company’s 
Merchants upon the affair. That from the whole, 
it appeared to him, that the said Mahadin had 
been guilty, and w\as fully convicted by evidence, 
of the chai’ge delivered against him in the first 
petition ; which is even acknowledged by the said 
Chandarasah in Ms petition, who acted by order 
and authority from Mahadin in all these matters, 
as ’ is by Mahadin oWffed. 

This affair being taken into consideration, 
particiilarly the presumption of Mahadin in ’tak- 
ing upon him to levy fines and inffiet corporal 
punishments upon the ‘Honorable Company’s sub- 
jects without authority; wMch had actually fright- 
ened Several ikihabitants' out of the bounds, as the 
President further informs us had been proved be- 
fore Mm, and %?buld deter others from coming out 
of the country to secure themselves and properties 
under the protection ‘ of English Law as usual. 
To prevent any such violences and extortions in 
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time to come, it is resolved that no Eciiters or 
Farmers of Tillages have authority to levy fines, or 
inflict corporal punishment upon the inhabitants ; 
and that for an example Mahadin be ordered to 
resign his Oowle of Trivatore and the other villages 
into the hands of the Company’s Merchants ; 
having forfeited the same by his unwaiTantable 
actions ; and for a further punishment to him and 
example for others, he be fined, in the sum of 50 
pagodas, to be paid into the Company’s Cash, and 
that the Secretary do demand the same.” 

This decision was rigidly earned out, for three 
days afterwards we find an entry to the effect that 
Mahadin had given up the Cowle and paid the fine 
of fifty pagodas. 

Perhaps few entries are more illustrative of the 
character of Governor Macrae, than the following 
attempt at reduction in the matter of Hospital 
charges. The decision of the canny Scot is wonder- 
fully suggestive. How far it contributed to the 
comfort of the sick we leave to the judgment of 
our readers. 

Saturday, 1 7th September, 1726. The Presi- 
dent represents to the Board that, upon reading 
the particulars of the article of Hospital charges, 
he apprehends there are several of them too large, 
and others unnecessary, and ought to be reduced 
and discontinued ; which being taken into consi- 
deration, and the several particulars again read 
and enquired into, it was represented that the 
Surgeon, who has the immediate direction of the 
Hospital, always insists that the present charge is 
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neeessaiy for entertaining and recovering tlie sick, 
and that no reduction can be made of it. 

Ordered, that whereas it hath been for some 
time the custom for one of the Surgeons to have 
the immediate care of the Hospital solely, they do 
in future act each six months by turns ; that by 
their acting thus interchangeably, we may make 
the experiment whether the one cannot reduce the 
charge of the Hospital lower than the other, 
which it is believed out of emulation to recom- 
mend themselves, they may do.*’ 

Next follows a curious entry respecting the 
horses sanctioned by the Company for the use of 
the President. 

Monday, 7th November, 1726. The Presi- 
dent represents to the Board, that their being now 
remaining alive only two Chaise horses belonging 
to the Company, and these so weak that to save 
them he had been obliged for above a twelve month 
to make use of a pair of Manilla horses of his own 
for his Chaise ; that the Honorable Company Lad 
allowed his predecessor three horses for his Chaise, 
one of which had been dead some time, and the 
other two so mucli wore that they are not now fit 
to do the service of one ; that the Company’s 
piebald horse was lately dead, and that the horses 
for his guards were very old, and some of them 
quite worn out, that he was now obliged to 
allow two Pegu horses of his own for that service. 
Wherefore he proposed to the Board to purchase 
the said two Pegu horses for the use of his guards, 
and the two Manilla Chaise horses for his Chaise, 
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OH tlie Company’s account ; being all of them 
vouno-, well broke, and seasoned to the country. 

« Resolved that the foresaid four horses be 
purchased for the Company for the semce ?bove 
mentioned, at 15.0 pagodas each ; and that the 
Paymaster do pay for the same ; and that one of 
the worst of the guard horses be sold at pub- 
lie outcry as soon as the reason permits the usual 

concourse of people at the sea g^te. . 

Whilst Goveri\or Macrae was thus attentive to 
his own interests, he was by no means unmindful 
of the interests of the younger servants ot the 
Company, as will be seen by the following extract 
which is well worthy not only of preservation but 
of more general imitation. • 

“ Tuesday, 15th November, 1726. The Piesi- 
dent represents further to the Board, that he thinks 
it a great discoimagement to the subordinate ser- 
vants, and inconsistent with that emulation we 
ought to excite amongst them to distinguish them- 
selves by merit in order to their advancement, that 
some should be continued so long in laborious sta- 
tions without any pi-ofit, while others enjoyed 
places of profit apd that required little application. 
Particulariy that Paul Boxley had served under 
the Export Ware housekeeper above fiyeyeais, apa 
dischaxU that trust faithfully tp the approbation 

of his superiors 5 and that Edward Croke, had con- 

tmued several years Writer at the Sea gate, in which 
station he bad had but very, 
exerting himself m t¥ ° 

that Mr, Poiiley bp appoiptfdin Mr. Crob® s room 

Writer at the Sea gate.” 
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Eesolved tliat Paul Poxley do enter upon the 
employ of Writer at tlie Sea gate the iirst of 
January next, and that Ealpli Mansell do succeed 
him in the Export Warehouse at the same time. 
Edward Croke being Senior in standing to all the 
Servants under the Council, it was judged reason- 
able that he should be advanced to a station of a 
higher trust in the Service. ‘Wherefore resolved 
that he be employed in the station of Eeceiver of 
the Honorable Company’s customs, and that he 
do enter upon the same the first of January next.** 
The following petition is simply an illustration 

of the times. 

“ The humble petition of Hirdaram, 

Sbeweth,— That your petitioner’s brother? 
Nundaram, brought 2773 rupees from Arcot, and 
procured therewith a Bill of Exchange on Bengal 
from Governor Collet. Your petitioner’s brother 
being murdered by robbers on bis way to Bengal, 
the Bill has not yet been paid ; which your Peti- 
tioner hearing came to Madras with the Nabob’s 
perwanna to denaand the repayment of the said 
money from Governor Elwick and Mr. Benyon, 
attorneys to Governor Collet ; who told your peti- 
tioner that if he could bring a sufficient security 
to indemnify them they would pay him. Your 
petitioner has now brought an attestation, signed 
by many great Gentlemen at Arcot, witnessing 
that your petitioner is the next heir to the said 
deceased Nundaram ; which your petitioner hopes 
is a sufficient authority for receiving the said 
money ; and that your Honor would please to give 
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suck ordei’s tkerein us your Honor sliall tliiiik 
meet/* 

It will be sufficient to say tkat tke security 
offered by the gentlemen of Areot, some of whom 
stood liigli in the favour of the Nabob, was 
deemed sufficient, and the mcmey was accordingly 
paid. 

Onr next extract is another curious illustration 
of the times like the previous one it will explain 
itself. 

Tuesday, SthBeceinber, 1726. Mr. Emmerson, 
Chief Justice of the Choultry, reports to the Board 
a late instance of a woman slave having attempted 
to poison a whole family j that the poison had 
actually been given, but operating very violently 
quickly discovered itself, and the effect was prevent- 
ed by immediately admmktering proper emetics, 
and that the criminal had confessed the fact. Tliat 
in order to strike terror into such abandoned 
mind’s and for securing the lives of the inhabitants 
in future from atrocious attempts, the J iistices of the 
Choultry were come to a resolution to punish the said 
criminal in the most public and exemplary manner, 
the approbation of this Board being first had ; and 
that he was further empowered from the Justices 
of the Choultry to represent to the Board that, con- 
sidering how easily poisons are procurable here, as 
in the late instance by low miscreants, even Subli- 
mate Mercury, it will be highly necessary to pub- 
lish a prohibition of selling or delivering poisons 
of any sort, but under a proper regulation ; that 
therefore they weare of opinion that no person 
should be permitted to sell or deliver poison, with- 
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out first acquainting one of the Justices of it, under 
the penalty of confiscation of half of their estate, 
and being further liable to corpoi*ai pumshment at 
the discretion of the said Justice. 

‘‘Approved the proceedings of the Justices ia 
their affair, and agreed with them to prohibit the 
selling or delivering poison without the consent of 
one of the Justices, and under the penalty above 
mentioned, and that a prohibition be forthwith pub- 
lished accordingly.” 

Strange to say we can see no entry of the punish- 
ment which was inflicted on the woman. She was 
probably treated in such a fashion that the Govern- 
ment did not care to place it upon record. 

Our next extracts will be found interesting, as 
oxhibiting the amount of expenditure and revenue 
at h'ort St. George and the other settlements on 
the Coast of Coromandel. We give an extract 
from the consultation first, and the Accountants* 
report afterwards. 

‘ ‘ Tuesday, 6th December, 1726. Kathanid 
Turner, Accoimtant, deMvei^^^ into the Boai’d a 
Eeport of the state of the Honorable Company’s 
■expenses and customs at their settlements upon 
this coast, at the balancing and closing the general 
books ending April last f which is read and ordered 
to be entered after this consultation. 

“ The said Eeport being maturely examined 
and considered, the Board are agreed that the 
reduction of the charges of their settlement, and 
of Tort St. David, has been carried as far as it 
lias been hitherto practicable. 

. That the incn-ease of the expense of Yizaga*- 
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patam last year, was owing to tlie additional 
number of soldiers we were obliged to send and 
continued there, for the security of that factory, 
while the country round it was ravaged and they 
threatened by contending armies ; that after the 
reduction made as advised by Mr. Symonds and 
Council in their letter to- ns dated 7 th May last, the 
charge of that settlement will appear to have been 
considerably diminished upon the next years books. 

That we must likewise refer to next years 
books for the reduction of expense at Masulipatam 
and Madapallum. 

** That tlte decrease of the Sea Customs, and the 
increase of the Land Customs here at Madras last 
year, are owing to one and the same cause 5 - they 
having ordered the whole 5 per cent custom to- 
be paid at the Chordtry upon goods imported from 
the country ; whereas formerly only per cent 
was accounted for there and the other at the- 
Sea gate upon exportation of said goods.” 

That the decrease of the Customs is general 
last year, here and at Tort St. David, and from there 
account of the proceedings, seems indeed totally 
owing at Tort St. David to the five per cent charged 
m said preceding year upon so large a quantity of 
turned out cloths, that had been brought in there 
upon former investments ; and here in part to the 
I&e five per cent custom having been charged onr 
Merchants upon a considerable quantity of turned 
out cloths. Besides which the customs have been 
considerably lessened in this fort last year, and 
will more considerably this, by the great decay in 
the trade to Manilla, and the almost total loss of 
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the trade of the Patans from Bengal ; both which 
trades being principally in fine goods, and form- 
erly to a great value, were very considerable 
branches of the Sea Customs/’ 

Here follows the report of the Accountant to 
the Governor and Council. 

“ Honorable Sir and Sirs, 

*‘The General Books of this settlement ending 
April, 1726 being balanced and closed, and the sub- 
ordinate Factory’s Books, ending April 1726 beng sent 
up, I am to lay before your Honors the last years ex- 
pense of this settlement and its subordinates on the 
coast, that you may please to consider whether any 
part of the charges can be saved to the Honorable 
Company. 

'* The Expense of this settlement of 
Tort St. George on the balance of our 
Books ending April 1725 amounted 

tol*agodas .. .. 39034 S4 28 

The expense as per otir Books end- 
ing April 1726 IS as follows : 

“ Charges Garrison. . . . Pagodas. * 15779 26 77 

“Presents.. .. .. 174 18 20 

“ Charges cattle. ... . . . . 800 0 0 

“ Charges Extraordinary .. .. 173 21 10 

“ Portiheations and repairs .. .. 1495 29 70 

“ Charges Diet .. .. 7000 0 0 

“ Account Salary. . .. .. 3265 34 67 

Charges Hospital. , .. .. 789 35 20 

“Charges General ,. 6088 22 44 

— ,35546 8 6S' 

Lessened the expense of this place 

this year .. ... », .. 3488 25 40 

“ The expense of Fort St. David on 

the balance of their Books ending 

April 1725 amounted to Pagodas. . , , , , 2926S 28 15 

“ The expense as per their Books 
ending April 1726 is as follows ; 

“Charges Garrison .. ..13082 7 52 

“ Charges Extraordinary. . ,, 342 26 35 

“ Peons and Servants wages .. .. 3285 6 0 

“ Charges cattle .. .. .. 600 0 0 * 

“ Fortiiications and repairs,. ., 96 34 10 

“ Charges Diet 2966 4 0 

" Account Salary. . . . .. .. 941 30 40 

“ Presents 12 33 0 

“ Charges Hospital .. .. .. 219 28 26 

“ Charges General. . .. S66S 3 58 

24215 ?9 61 

Lessened the expense of that place this year, . Pagodas.. . 5052 34 84 
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»* The Expense of Ywa^patam on 
the Balance of their Books ending 
April 1725 amounted ;:to. . 

“ The expense as per their Boots 
ending April 1726 is as follows. 

« Charges Garrison.. .. 

"Presents .. 

" Charges Diet .... 

" Charges Extraordinary 
" Fortiheations and repairs 
" Account Salary .. . . 

" Account Gardens 
"Account Wax 
" Servants’ wa^s . . . . 

" Factors* provisions 
** Account repairs , . 

** ChfBTgea Gmeral . . . « 


Pagodas. 5838 1 61 


. . 2103 

6 

0 

480 

6 

69 

578 

SO 

0 

.. 151 

33 

35 

336 

33 

3 

.. 422 

34 

19 

.. 36 

19 

41 

46 

34 

64 

1493 

35 

77 

25 

1 

16 

;. 18 

6 

68 

.; 373 

13 

39 
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Increased theExpence of that place 

this year . . . . . . Pagodas. 227 2? 50 

" Which is occasioned by 20 European 
Soldiers being sent down to that set- 
tlement on account of the troubles 
in the country in thebeginning of the 
year; ten (10) of wliich soldiers 
are still continued there, and adds 
to the expense of that place; hut 
since Mr. Symonds going down he 
writes us that he has in pursuance 
to your Honors’ orders made a con- 
siderable reduction in the- Peons’ 
and servants’ wages, which reduc- 
tion will appear in their next general 

Books ending April 1727. *• * 8313 32 24 

" The Expense of Ingeram for one year 
ending April 172.5, was .. .. Pagodas. 1315 19 18 

" The Expense of Ingeram from April 
1725 'to May 1726 is .. .. .. .. 1182 13 6.3 

" Lessened the Expense of that place 

this year,.. .. .. ,. , 233 5 3,5 

" The Expense of Masulipatam and 
Madapollum was last year . . Pagodas. 628 34 40 

Do. this year ending April 1726' .. 623 28 43 

" Decreased this year in their expenses .. .. 6 5 71 

" The Expenses of these two factories 
will next year be considerably de- 
creased by the regulation your 

Hondrs have lately made therein- 

" Lessened this year in the expenses of 
this settlement and its subordinates .. Pagodas, 8553 7 n a 

** Thus having given yoiur Honors account of the Ho- 
norable Company’s annual expenses on this coast, I 
shall proceed to lay before you an account of the 
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produce of tlieir customs in this place and at Fort Si 
David ending April 1 726. 

*' The Sea Customs of Fort St. Georffe. 

On the balance of our Books end- 
ing April 1725 amounted to. . . . SfiOSl 8 29 

The amount Ditto for one year end. 
ing April 1726 , . 28560 7 46 


Decsrease in this iwenue, . .. .. 7491 0 6S 

The amount of the Land Ctustoms of 
Fort St. George. 

On the Balance of their Books end- 
ing April 1725 was 4455 8 28 

Do. .. April 172ft was 10185 33 76 

Increase in this revenue. . 5730 25 48 

Less this year in the Customs of 

Fort St. George than last. . .. , 1760 11 15 

**The Eevenue of Fort St, iDarid 
ending April 1720 amounted to 11941 24 75 
Ho. 1726.. .. .. 9877 0 S8 

" Less this year in the Customs of 
Fort St. David than last .. .. ,, 2084 24 37 


The Customs of Forts St. Ge^^ge and 
St Darid have on the balance of 
our general books ending April 

1726 Decreased ., Fagodas. 3S24 35 53 


I am with respect, 

Honorable Sir and Sirs, 
Your most obedient humble servant^ 
Fort St. Giobge, ) Hathanied Tcth^er, 

6th December 1'726, ) AccountanL 

The following record of an enterprising project 
in the olden time is veiy enrions. 

“ Monday, 2 6th December, 1 726. Petition read 
of Stephen Newcome, requesting leave to build a 
Sawmill, and a lease for a space of ground to the 
northward of the White Tower along the sea side, 
for building the said mill and proper sheds upon. 
And he being called before the Board, and heard to 
the benefit he proposes his mill will prove to be to 
the Company and the Corporation, gave sufficient 
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reasons to believe tliat it will be of public advan- 
tage, and affirmed that he would saw timbers and 
planks 50 per cent, cheaper upon the cooly hire now 
usually paid. Besides that he could saw blocks of 
timber to much greater advantage, and prevent the 
waste occasioned by’ the unskillfulness of the pre- 
sent sawers.” 

Granted his petition for the space of ground 
therein mentioned, and ordered a lease to be pre- 
pared for the same for 21 years ; he paying before 
signing it 20 pagodas fine into the Company’s 
cash, and annually one pagoda Quit rent during 
the term of his lease ; and in consideration of the 
expence of preparing the ground, and building the 
mill and necessary conveniences, and the benefit it 
will prove to be to the Company and the place,— it 
is resolved that the sole privilege of sawing tim- 
ber and plank by a mill be vested in him for 2 1 
years next ensuing, and no other person have that 
liberty but Upon an agreement with him during 
that time.” 

We hope that we shall find in future records 
that tlxis Sawmill proved a successful speculation. 

That Mr. Macrae was a most vigilant Governor 
is further proved by the following entry. 

Monday, 9 th January, 1727. The President 
represents to the Board, that he had observed in 
the Sorting Godown that a great deal of cloth 
had been turned out this year, which he was per- 
suaded would upon a re-examination be found as 
good as muster ; that as he would never counte- 
nance the taking in bad cloth, so he thought 
it was not serving the Ilonorable Company well 
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to turn out any that was as good as tkeir musters ; 
that all he proposed or desired was, that justice 
might be done our Masters and the Merchants 
likewise, that they may not be discouraged from 
contracting with us again. He therefore moves 
that in order to do justice both to our Masters 
and to their Merchants the cloth turned out 
this year may be restored.” This was of course 
agreed to. 

The following consultation respecting the best 
mode of improving the declining trade of Madras, 
is very interesting. 

Tuesday, 3 1 st Januaiy, 1727. The Board Iiav- 
mg taken into consideration the declining state of 
the trade of this place, whiclv appears by the 
customs to be greatly diminished ; and if expe- 
dients are not found for its support must in con- 
sequence affect every other branch of the Hono- 
rable Company’s Revenue, and utterly ruin tlie 
inhabitants — It principally appears to be owing 
to the following causes. 

That whereas heretofore the trade was en- 
tirely carried on by the shipping of this port, it is 
now in part in the possession of the Trench, 
Armenians, and'^Moors, who traffic on other bot- 
toms and import their Cargoes into other Settle- 
ments ; which they are enabled to do by the 
money taken up here by Respondentia bonds, 
and without which they could not carry on so 
extensive a trade. It seems most probable that 
the preventing tins evil will most conduce to 
the recovery of the customs, and make all 
other ports on this coast dependent on us, though 
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the duties are less elsewhere ; and whereas several 
of our English Supra-Cargoes take up large sums 
of our inhabitants at Eespondentia, and afterwards 
proceed to Bengal, where they take up as much 
more of persons who are ignorant of their engage- 
ments here j so by thrusting into their private 
adventures greater quantities of goods than the 
markets where they are bound can possibly con- 
sume, they are forced to be in those ports two 
seasons to dispose of their own;, private effects ; 
to the great prejudice of those concerned in the 
stock, and puts a stop to the quick circulation ; 
which will effectually be prevented by letting the 
Gentlemen in the Bay know what engagements 
those Supra*Cargoes lie under here, and by degrees 
reduce trade to its proper bounds, which by this 
licentious practice has been quite overdone. 

*Mn order therefore, to support the Honorable 
Company’s Eeveni^e, and to prevent the injuries 
this place receives from these clandestine prac- 
tices ; — it is resolved that in futiue all Eesponden- 
tia bonds, notes, or writings at Eespondentia for 
money lent by the inhabitants of this place, — 
Company’s servants as well as others, — upon all 
ships trading from this or any other port in India, 
shall be duly and regularly registered in a book to 
be kept for that purpose. 

That in case of any Supra- Cargo, Merchant, 
Commander, Mariner, or other, shall have borrowed 
money at Eespondentia of any of the said inhabi- 
tants proving Insolvent, all such bonds so register- 
ed shall be accounted and. deemed a preferable 
claim to such as are not. 
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“ That the Sub-Secretafy do keep the said Book 
of llegister, and that he shall receive 9 fanams for 
registering each Eespondentia bond or note under 
100 pagodas principal, or 18 fanams for each such 
bonder note for 100 pagodas or upward; that 
after having registered the said Bonds or notes 
he shall sign them registered, the day of the 
month and year ; and that the Secretary do put up 
at the Sea Gate a publication of this resolution in 
writing in tlie usual languages for the notice and 
observation of all the inhabitants.” 

Our next extracts are cuiions, as clearly show- 
ing how the business between the Government 
and the Native Merchants was transacted in the 
Olden Time. 

‘‘Saturday, llth February, The Presi- 

dent acquaints the Board that, after a great deal of 
management with the Company’s Merchants, he 
had engaged them to agree to a contract for taking 
off the woollen goods expected upon the next ship 
from G reatBritain, and for providing goods for Eu- 
rope this season ; and delivers in the Contract and 
the counterpart to the Board. Which being read 
are approved, and the said Merchants being called 
in, were interchangeably signed and delivered ; and 
they promise their utmost endeavours to comply 
with their engagements. 

“ The President represents to the Board, that 
the Merchants having received no tasliarief accord- 
ing to custom at signing the contract wdth the 
Company the two preceding years, and that they 
now insisted upon their being now iashariefed for 
the three contracts : —it is ordered that the Ware- 
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housekeeper deliver seven pieces fine scarlet cloth 
for that use. Ordered also that 10,000 pagodas 
be advanced them out of the 20,000 promised 
them in the terms of the present contract.’' 

The following is a copy of the contract as enter- 
ed in the Consultation fe)ok. 

Satux'day, 11th February, 1727- A contract 
made, concluded, and agreed upon this 11th day 
of February 1727, between James Macrae, Esq. 
President and Council of Fort St. George in be- 
half of the English East India Company on the 
one part, and Sunca Eamah and Tomby Ghetty 
etc. Joint Stock Merchants on the other part. 

“ The said Merchants do hereby covenant, 
promise and agree, that they will bny of the said 
President and Council all the Woollen goods that 
they shall receive upon the next expected shipping 
from Great Britain, for the said Company’s ac- 
count, at thirty per cent, advance upon the Eu- 
ropean price ; that it shall be deposited in a Ware- 
house under two keys, one of which to be kept 
by the Warehousekeeper and another by the said 
Merchants ; that before they receive any Woollen- 
goods out of the Warehouse they will pay the 
amount thereof to the Warehousekeeper, and fur- 
ther that they will so receive and pay for the 
whole quantity on or before the 1st day of Octo- 
ber 1728. 

The above said Merchants do further promise, 
covenant and agree, to and with the said President 
and Coundl, that they will provide 3000 bales 
of cloth of the sortiuents ; to be delivered at 
least 1,500 bales thereof on or before the 20thi 
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day of September next, and the remainder on or 
before the last day of January following. All the 
cloths now remaining in the Company’s godown 
unmeasured to be counted in part of said 
3000 bales now contracted for ; and the said Pre- 
sident and Council do promise to receive the same, 
provided it be agreeable to our musters. 

“ The said Merchants do further covenant and 
agree that they wHl not demand any money upon 
account of this contract until the goods are de- 
livered to the Company and embaled ; excepting 
only the sum of 20,000 pagodas which the said 
President and Council do hereby promise and are 
obliged to advance to the said Merchants upon 
this contract j which said sum shall not be by 
them accounted for until the conclusion hereof, and 
the closing their accounts with the Company. 

''The said Merchants do likewise covenant, 
and are hereby obliged in case they shall fail in 
complying with the terms of this contract, to pay 
a penalty of 20 per cent, for all the bales that they 
shall deliver short of the number agreed upon ; un- 
less it shall be manifestly made appear that troubles 
in the country have hindered them; provided al- 
ways, and it is hereby agreed that in case the mer- 
chants shall comply with this contract within 500 
bales of the whole 3000, that then the President 
and Council will remit the penalty for the said 500 
bales. 

"In witness whereof the said President and 
Council have to one part hereof set their hands, 
and caused the Company’s seal to be affixed ; and 
to the other part the said Merchants have set their 
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hands and seals the day and year first above 
written.’* 

SUNOA EaMAH. 

‘‘ Naieo Ball CHETTy. 

Tomby Chetty. 

CoLLASTKI CheTTY. 

Moonu Tenkata Chetty.” 

The following story of attempted fraud will ex- 
plain itself. 

“ Monday, 3rd April, 1727. Goodapilla Han- 
gappah, having brought a large diamond from the 
mines to be sold here, and being a stranger, and 
recommended to Gruapali a goldsmith, to assist 
him in disposing of the said diamond, he had trust- 
ed him with the sale of it. But the said Gruapali, 
with intentions to defraud Goodapilla of the real 
value of the diamond, persuaded him upon several 
delusory pretexts to retire to Conjeveram. In the 
mean time, that he might carry on the fraud with 
the greatest security, he possessed the ignorant 
stranger with several groundless calumnies, to the 
prejudice of the President’s character and to the 
trade of the place. Goodapilla being thus removed, 
Gruapali applied himself to Gopaul, a Diamond 
Merchant ; and they entered into an agreement 
to have the Diamond cut without the owner’s 
knowledge or consent, and afterwards sold it like- 
wise without acquainting him to Mr. Parkes for 
4150 pagodas, of which Gopaul and Gruapali re- 
rcceivcd each one half ; though Gruapali had been 
to Conjeveram, and affirmed to Goodapilla that the 
President had taken the stone from him, and had 
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given him only 1500 pagodas for it ; and told him 
that he must not come to Mmiras, that if he did 
he would be in danger. But Goodapilia suspect- 
ing the fraud, came at last to Madras ; and having 
information that Ms diamond had been sold as 
above, made his complaint thereupon to the Pre- 
sident, and craved tliat justice might be done him. 
Whereupon the President bad ordered llic 
said G'opaul and Gruapah to be committed to 
prison ; of all which he now acquaints the Board ; 
and they and Goodapilia being called before the 
Board, and the whole affair being particularly en- 
quired into, it appears evident that Gmapah had 
imposed upon, and defrauded Goodapilia Bung- 
npah, and aspersed the President very grossly as 
above narrated. Mr. Parkes being called, declared 
he paid so much for the diamond. G opal and Gru* 
apah acknowledge that it was the same diamond 
that Goodapilia had trusted Griiapali with to 
sell for him, and that they bad received each one 
half of the money. Gmapah affirms he had paid 
Goodapilia 17,000 pagodas ; but the other per- 
sists to affirm that he had received only 15,000 
pagodas for his diamond. It being likewise evi- 
dent that Gopaul was concurring with Gruapah 
in this cheat, and that he knew the diamond was 
Goodapilia’ s, and had treated with Mr. Parkes 
about the sale of it, the Board came to the follow- 
ing resolution. 

‘‘ That, after deducting the charge of cutting the 
said Diamond, and the sum already paid by Gru- 
apah to Goodapillah, Gopaul and Gruapah do 
make up to him the sum it was sold for, each one 
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half ; that Gruapah being in low circumstancesj 
the Secretary do make an inventory of his effects 
and sell them at the Sea Gate by public outcry, 
Ibr payment of his half of the said money ; and 
that if the amount of all his effects shall not 
prove sufficient, that Gopanl shall make up 
the sum that shall be wanting ; and that he shall 
recover of Gruapah the sum so made good if ever 
he shall be found to have effects j that both be 
remanded to prison until the judgment is complied 
with, and that Gruapah be exemplarily punished 
for groundlessly aspersing the President’s characte]’ 
in so gross a manner.” 

Here the matter ended, and we can only presume 
that the money was subsequently paid. It is how- 
ever a significant fact that Goodapilla should be so 
easily induced to believe in the oppression charged 
against the Governor. Mr. Macrae’s proceedings 
as regards interlopers may be gathered from the 
following extract. 

Tuesday, 25th April, 1727. The President 
represents to the Hoard that several persons, 
without indentures or license to trade as free 
Merchants, thrusting themselves into the several 
branches of the trade of India, are a great prejudice 
to the trade in general, and to the Company’s 
Covenanted Servants and others that have license 
particularly in Pegu. That we are directed by the 
Honorable Court of Directors in their letter dated 
7th January 1726, to send home all such Traders. 
Wherefore the President moves that Miles Barne 
and Thomas Pritchard, both now here and intend- 
ed to return to Pegu, and Lewis Tornery and James 





HISTOEY Of HABEAS. 


433 


Lander, wlio are now tliere trading (tliongli none of 
tlie four lias tlie Company’s Indentures) may be 
served with an order to return to Great Britain, 
conformably to our Honorable Masters’ directions 
in that respect. 

Eesolved that the orders for Lewis Tomery 
and James Lander be sent in a general letter to 
Captain Boreyman, Hesident at Syrian, by a coii'- 
veyance that now offers ; with directions to him 
to serve the said orders and see them complied 
with ; and that the Secretary do serve Miles Barne 
and Thomas Pritchard who are on the place, with 
the like orders.” 

These orders were evaded. Miles Bame and 
Thomas Pritchard obtained to go to Pegu for one 
year to recover their effects, promising faithfully 
to return and embark for England at the expira- 
tion of that time. However they broke their word 
and stayed at Pegu ; and the resident at Pegu 
appears to have avoided taking any action in the 
matter. 

We close the present chapter and the present 
volume with the following entry, which serves to 
illustrate the nature of the trade with China carried 
on by the Company’s servants at Madras, and at 
the same time indicates the state of existing re- 
lations between Port St. George and Pondicherry. 

“ Wednesday, 1st June, 1737. The President 
represents to the Board, that he proposes to send 
a ship to China this year, and is on that account 
in want of some silver to send on her ; that as the 
Prench at Pondicherry have lately sold their silver 
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at fourteen and three eights dollars weight per ten 
pagodas, he is willing to take the Company’s at that 
price, with the allowance of a quarter more as usual 
for ships that go for China. Agreed to deliver the 
President thirty Chests of silver at those rates.’* 
The concluding years of Governor Macrae’s ad- 
ministration will he treated in the next volume. 


END or THE SECOND VOLUME, 



JUST PUBLISHED, 

HABEAS IN THE OLBEN TIME: being a 
history of the Presidency from the first founda- 
tion of Port St, George to the Governorship of 
Thomas Pitt, Grandfather of the Earl of Cha- 
tham, 1639 — 1702^ compiled from Official Ee- 
cords, by I. Talbots Wheeleh, Esq., mina- 
ture quarto, with Fac similies of the autographs 
of the early Governors of Madras'..,.., Es. 6-0. 

HAND-BOOK TO THE HABEAS EECOEDS, 
with Chronological Axmals of the Madras Pre- 
sidency from 1639 to 1861, 8vo. cloth.. .Bs. 2-8, 


OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 

‘Mt affords us much pleasure to observe that 
two very interesting and valuable pubEcations are 
on the eve of being given to the world by Mr. Hig- 
ginbotham. We allude to Mr. Talbots Wheel- 
er’s volume entitled “ Madras in the Olden 
Time,” and his “ Hand-Book to the Madras Ee- 
cords, preserved in the Government Office.” The 
former of these works is a re-print of that admira- 
ble series of papers which have for some time past 
enriched the columns of the Indian Statesman. 
Those papers are so widely known and highly ap- 
preciated, that we need say nothing more about 



them. In the meantime we have immediately to 
deal with Mr. Wheeler’s Summary (i. e. Hand- 
Book) of the Eecords of the Presidency, which 
lies beside us. Mr. Wheeler has had a rich 
mine opened to him, and has made the best of his 
opportunity. He was appointed last year to search 
through the Ginvemment Eecords, and to give an 
opinion as to the value of them, nor could the task 
have been placed in better hands. His report on 
them has been prononnced' ;^tfectly satisfactory 
by the Madras Government. — Atkenmum^ March 
2d, 1861. 

** The Eeporfcer has performed his task with so 
much ability, as we said on a previous occasion, 
and has so condensed the voluminous documen- 
tary matter submitted to his treatment, that, to 
use a pithy old Scotch proverb, we have great 
gear packed in little bulk,” and can make extracts 
invitingly short. Mr. Wheeler’s toil in wading 
through the Eecords above mentioned, with a view 
to that re- classification of the whole effected by 
him, must have been enormous. — Athenceum^ 
March 12th, 1861. 

We have been favoured with a copy of Mr. J, 
Talboys Wheeler’s entertaining work, entitled, 

Madras m iJie Olden Time>^ a histoiy of this 
Presidency from its first foundation to the Go- 
vernorship of Thomas Pitt, Grandfather of the 
Earl of Chatham. This interesting work, com- 
piled from official records in the Government 
Office, had already afforded us a good deal of 
amusement, and no little instruction, as it appeared 
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in a fragmentary state in the Indian Slateman. It 
comprises the annals of oiir Madras Oommonwedtli 
during a period hitherto little known or studied, 
extending from 1639 to 1702 : and we must con- 
fess we did not imagine that old Madras could 
have furnished any tMng so interesting* Had the 
prospectus of such a work been set before us, we 
should have smiled incredulously at the promise 
of entertainment ; but we can assure our readers 
that a perusal of this little history will amply re- 
pay them both with valuable infoimation and 
amusement. Mr. WheeIeb has eliminated what is 
dull and commercial, and has thrown a charm over 
the early records of our Presidency by his easy 
and pleasant style, whilst he has also exhibited his 
subject in connection with the history of the times 
in a most instructive manner. 

‘‘ Madras has reason to be grateful for the la- 
bours of Mr. Wheeler, and we hope erelong to 
see a continuation of his researches into times of 
still increasing interest and importance . — Madrm 
Oherxier^ March 14 th, 1861. 

“ Madras in the Olden Time,’’ a compilation 
from the records of Government by IMr. J. T. 
Wheeler, has just been published in convenient 
form by Mr. HieaiNBOTHAM. The student of 
Indian history will find, much to interest Mm in 
the old Eeeords for the first time disinten-ed and 
arranged chronologically by Mr. Wheeler, for 
the Indian Statesman, md now placed before the 
public in a compact volume by Mr. Higginbo- 
tham. The compiler appears to have laboured with 



great zeal and industry, wading tlirougli hundreds 
of volumes of consultations,” and we think it must 
be admitted by all who perused the several chap- 
ters as they appeared in the Statesman that the 
permission accorded by the Government to Mr. 
Wheeler has been used very judiciously. So far 
as we are able to judge, we should say that no event 
of any impoitance in the history of the infant Pre- 
sidency has been omitted, whilst the extracts refer- 
ring to the quarrels of the Governors with one 
another, with their servants and subjects and with 
the native chiefs from the Naik of PoonamaHee to 
the great Mogul himself, convey the most vivid 
description of the position, manners and character 
of the first settlers, and of the people by whom 
they were surrounded. As to Mr. Wheeler the 
least we can say of him is that whilst he has fur- 
nished the public with some very interesting and 
amusing reading, he has added a valuable contri- 
bution to Indian History. — Emminer^ March 2d, 
1861. 

“ The whole period about which Mr. Wheeler 
writes is between 1639 and 1702, corresponding, 
as he remarks, almost exactly with that of Lord 
Macaulay's History. The materials for the nar- 
rative have been collected after an amount of la- 
bour, which few would voluntarily undertake, from 
tlie old Government Eecords. It wms well known 
that, amidst very much that was uninteresting and 
having reference only to mercantile transactions, 
iBiieli that was valuable and amusing might be dis- 
covered if any one sufhcien% indefatigable would 
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undertake tlie work. A few scraps of valuable 
matter iiad been disinterred from among tke rub- 
bisli which surrounded them, but it was left for Mr. 
Wheelee to gather up all these fragments, sepa- 
rate them from the worthless material by which they 
are encrusted, and work tl^m into one, continuous 
and readable narrative/’— Crescent, March 
23d, 1861. 

The Miirkaru writing of Mr, Wheelee’s work 
says: — 

We have to acknowledge the r^cceipt of Mad- 
ras in the Olden Time/’ ;frcmi 1639 to 1702 a 
seemingly very interesting work, by J. T. Whee- 
ler, Esq. Every page of it into which we have 
had time to look contains matter of much interest 
to any settler in the East.” 

“ In conclusion, we may notice the fact two works 
have issued from one of the local presses of great 
interest to all who are connected with Madras, and 
of considerable importance to the student of Indian 
History. They are both written by Mr. J, Tal- 
bots Wheeler, the Editor of the Indian States • 
man, and are deservedly spoken of in the highest 
terms in two reviews which we quote elsewhere. 
One is “ Madras in the Olden Time” being a his- 
tory of this Presidency from its first foundation to 
the Oovernorship of Mr. Thomas Pitt, Grandfather 
of the Earl of Chatham, that is, from 1639 to 
1702. This Period has been almost ignored by 
Mill, and where alluded to by him is in many in- 
stances inaccurately treated. As the present 
work is compiled from the Government Eecords, 
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wliicli were placed at Mr. Wheelek’s disposal 
by the Madras Government, all tbe facts connected 
with tbe early history of the Presidency have been 
for the first time birought to light in a handy and 
well printed volume. The other work is a Hand- 
Book to the old Becords of Madras which has 
been prepared for Government. It deals with the 
same subject of Madras in the Olden Time, but is 
of course more official in style : it is nevertheless 
highly interesting.’®' — O^erimd Abhermwm^. March 
29th, 1861. 

“ We have now beside us the publication referred 
to, in tlie form of a “ Hand-Book to the Madi*as 
Eecords,” a pamphlet in boards extending to the 
length of 94 pages, (with Chronological annals ex- 
tending over 40 pages,) and full of most interesting 
matter connected with the past history of oiir Presi- 
dency, which we heartily commend to the notice of 
our readers, as a valuable addition to their libraries. 
They will learn from it much that even the most 
studious among them, and those best acquainted 
with extant books relative to India, never knew 
before, because he has wisely been permitted to 
open to them sources of information hitherto eon* 
cealed, and the nature and value of which was 
unknown to the possessors of the treasure so long 
kept under lock and key, in the arcMeves of Port 
Saint George. Eegarding the excellence of the 
Beport, and the amount of labour bestowed on the 
preparation of it, we need add nothing to what we 
have said already, but we must particularly men- 
tion in addition to the Beport, as now printed, of 
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thirty-one pages, which are perhaps more valuable 
for the purposes of reference, although less directly 
instructive and amusing^ than the Beport itself, as 
they contain “ Chronological Annals of the British 
Government at Madras, from the earliest period to 
the present day ; 16S1 to 1861/* In those An- 
nals** Mr. Whebler has brought Ms work down 
to the Sth of March 1861, Ms record concluding 
with a notice of the late lamented Bishop of Mad- 
ras. He has furnished a minute and correct chro- 
nological series of past events, not to be found 
elsewhere, which every one who wishes to learn 
the past history of Madras will do well to con- 
sult.— April 13th, 1861. 

“Mabeas in the Olden Time ; being a 
history of the Presidency from the first foundation 
to the Governorship of Thomas Pitt, Grandfather 
of the Earl of Chatham— 1689— 1703 such is 

the title of a work compiled from official records, 
by J. Talbots Wheeler, Professor of Mora! 
Philosophy and Logic, Madras Presidency College. 
The work first appeared as a series of papers in 
one of the ablest of our Indian journals, the J»- 
dian Statesman , Many of our readers will remem- 
ber that a similar work, entitled The English in 
Western India,** by the late lamented Phillip An- 
derson, a Chaplain on tMs Establishment, appear- 
ed as a series of papers in our own columns. The 
two works are the best we have on ‘the Olden 
time in India.’ They are replete with information, 
amusement, and interest . *.* 

•*« »»» ... ••• ••• *** * 11 *^ 
We could give our readers, if our space permitted, 
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many more amusing pictures from tlie work before 
us. We shall, however, conclude by supplying 
them with a tableau vivant of Fort St. George at 
the end of the seventeenth century. They will 
hear the gun fired at early morning, — and they will 
see the gradual stir of the inhabitants, — the mea- 
sured tramp of the European soldier,— the little 
stately peon with his sword and buckler, — the rush 
of noisy and naked coolies,!— the ajmpranoe of ap- 
prentices, writers, factors, and naeAstots in hafe- 
llindoo costume, — the assembly for morning pray- 
ers in the little chapel, good master Patrick War- 
ner officiating in his gown and bands, and indig- 
nant at the smallness of his congregation,— the 
opening of the Factory and jobbering crowd of 
[Native traders, — the grand displays of European 
goods for sale, and packing up of Native Mer- 
chandise for export home,— the little school-room 
and long array of little hoys and girls, — the order- 
ly dinner shortly after noon, where all are assem- 
iJled at the general table from the apprentices to 
the Honorable Governor himself, — the return to 
the labors of the desk and ware-house, until the 
joyous hour of closing has arrived, and the Jaded 
Europeans recruit their exhausted spirits with the 
pleasures of punch, tobacco, and other persuits 
which we need not and cannot name. If it is 
Sunday, all would be changed ; for in old times 
English Sundays were rigidly observed as little 
festivals. Then Europeans, civilians as well as 
soldiers dropped their half native attire, and were 
apparelled in the European fashion of the time. 
Then for a brief hour or two the Chaplain would be a 
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greater man tlian tlm Governor. Then ie would 
denounce vice and popery to Ms lieart’s contentj 
and expound the Scriptures by the light of a theo- 
[ logical learning which was almost general in those 

I days when the Church was a living reality, but 

which is fast passing away now. Then the Church 
could boast of literary giants, such as Walton, 

Lightfoot, Stillingfleet, Beveridge : thousand time- 
honored names. She has few men Jo boast of ^ ^ 

now /’ — Bombay Qazeite, * | 
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